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To his rnoft eminent Hlglinefs 
Don ANTHONY EMANUEL de VILHENA, 

Grand Master of ihc Order of St. John of 
• Jerusalem. • 

SIR, 

I Have the honour to lay before your' 
Highnefs a work, which is moil properly 
yours j as it contains the hiflory of your or- 
der. You have here an account of the glo- 
rious adtions vvhich have been wrought by 
your predeccflbrs, in different ages, for the 
defence of the altars and ellates of Chriften- 
dom. Thofe great men, who fiiled the world 
with the reputation of their arms, and the 
fame of their valour, were no Icfs dillinguiA- 
ed by their firm adherence to the obllrvadon - 
of a religious difcipline. 

As you, Sir, have been juftly raifed to the 
fame high employment, you place; your fole 
glory in the imitation of their virtues. Like 
them, you fecure to Chriftians the liberty of 
navigation, at the fame time that you labour 
to ma.ve juftice and unity, peace and piety 
to flouriih in your order. It is thefe qualifi- 
cations which have drawn upon you the un- 
animous prayers of all your brethren, for the 
a 2 long 
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long continuance of fo happy a government. 
Accept, Sir, of my ardent wifhes in particu- 
lar for your prefervation, and of the profound 
refpect, with which! am,. 



S I R, 



Your Emincncy'i 



tnoft humble and 



moft obedient fcrvant, 



l'Abbe deVertot. 
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, T H E 

PREFACE. 



I A M at a lofs to know what fort of reception 
this hiftory will meet with from the public ; for 
though I have been flattered with the hopes of 
fucccfs, by* the kind eDCOurag^ment my friends 
have given me, to proceed in fo laborious an un- 
dertaking, I am but too well acquainted with my 
own inabilities, and the difficulties of the work it- 
fclf, to place any great confidence in the too good- 
natured judgments which have been formed al- 
ready in my favour For to pafs by the neccffity I 
have been under of looking back into ages above 
fix hundred years diftant from us, I have been far- 
ther obliged, even in times fo remote, to trace out 
only the faint glimmerings of a dark origin ali 
which muft of confequence be the lefs likely to 
give a juft fatisfaftion to the reader's curiofity.^ 
And befides, after all the pains I have taken, and 
the many years I have been employed upon this 
fubjedl, 1 cannot but own at laft, that, till I had fi- 
nilhed it, I was not fenfible how far I had fallen 
fhort of that perfeftion, which the nature of fuch 
a work requires. 

It is true indeed, that if we can ftand the fhock 
oi fo obfcure a beginning, and overlook the firft 
fafts, wherein we have fo fmall a (hare of concern, 
the fucceeding ages will furnifh us wiih fuch extra- 
ordinary examples of piety and courage, as will 
fufficiently make amends for the barrenneis of the 
former, and abundanrly fupply, by the choice of 
matter, any defeats in form, which may have arofe 
from my manher of writing. We fhall there read 
of an illuftrious body of monks, confined at firft 
to the narrow bounds of an hofpital, who, amidft 

the 
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The PREFACE. 

the humiliations of a careful attendance upon the 
fick, and provKion for the poor, extended their 
zeal and their power fo far, as to take up arms a- 
gainft the infidels, the profefled enemies of the 
chriftian religion, and united in one the differing 
virtues of two diftindl profcffions, fo fcemingly op- 
pofite in their nature. 

The garb of thefe military monks was plain and- 
modeft ; they refervcd magnificence for the orna«^ 
ment of their altars; and the poor and the pilgrioi 
reaped the advantage of the frugality of their tables. 
They never left the apartments of the fick; but to 
give themfelves up to prayer, or to take the field 
againft the enemies of the crofs, which was at ouce 
their (landard and their habit. No ambition could 
fire the breafts of our noble warriors, where virtue 
was the only load that could lead to advancement • 
whilft their charify, their firft engagement, and the 
very bond of all the chriftian virtues, did not for* 
srke them, even in their conflifts with the infidels; 
for notwithllanding all the advantages they gained 
over them in battle, they were farisfied with dif* 
arming the barbarians, and, amidft the triumphs 
of a vidlory, iought only to convert the cncmy^or 
at haft lo difablc them from dc ing mifchief. 

Such was the golden age of the order of Sti 
John of Jerufalem. In after times indeed, it muft 
be owned, the knights grew morercmifs in the fe- 
vere practice lif fo many different virtues; and it 
is but too notorious, that the religious character 
was often loft in the fbldier., I he reader will 
cafily obferve, that this change of manners has 
caft a fhade upon fome pans of my narration. 
And yet, notwithftanding this etFeiSt of humati 
frailty, unlets I am mifled by a too partial regard 
for my own performance, I cannot but be of opi- 
nion, that the like fpirit of difintercftednefs and 
zeal, the like purity of manners, and intrepidity ia 
the midfl of the greateft dangers^ was never kept 
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The PREFACE. 

up, through fo long a fuccefEon of fo many ages, 
in any one of the military orders, which have been 
difpecfed throughout the feveral countries of Chri- 
/lendom ; nor has there been any, where luxury 
and an over earncft purfuit after wealth and plea- 
fures have obtained fo late an admifHon. 

I have purpofely omitted, in this hiftory, fome 
furprizing accounts, which are to be met with in 
the annals of the order ; and in particular the con- 
vcrfion of Ifmenia, a Sarazen princefs of moft ex- 
quiiite beauty, as are all the heroines in the antient 
chronicles, whom the author has conveyed in one 
night from Egypt into Picardy, in company with 
three knights of the order, who were all of them 
brothers, and had each a great fhare in the lady's 
convcrfion ; a pious fable, which may juftly dcfervc 
to be rcjeftcd with the reft of the old legendary 
ivories, that are rather calculated to raife the mirth 
of libertines, than promote the edification of pious 
and weil-difppfed perfons. 

The firft thirteen books of this hiftory are wrote 
in the way of narrative, and conclude with the 
death of the grand mafter John de la Valettc in 
1568, The fourteenth is drawn up in form of an- 
nals, and give a fuccinft account of the moft con- 
ijderable tranfaftions from 1568, to the prcfent 
time. And the fourteenth treats of the govern- 
ment of the order. 



THE 
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B o O K I. 

THE Hiftory I have taken tipon mc to write, 
is that of a fraternity o^ Hofpitallcrs, which 
afterwards became a military fociety, and 
4U laft a fovcreign order ; inftituted upon the mo- 
tWcs of charity, and prompted by a zeal for the 
<kfcnce of the Holy Land, to take up arms againft 
the infidels ; an order, which, amidft the 'noife and 
clafhiog of fwords, and with a continual war upon 
their hands, was capable of joining the- peaceable 
virtues of 4'eligion with the mod diftinguifhiog cou* 
rage in the £eld. 

This union of two profcffions fo remote and di- 
ftaoc from each other, till then unknown to the 
world, the piety and bravery of thcfe military friars, 
their zeal for the defence of the Chriftians, the nu- 
merous fights and battles in which they have been 
engaged for near feven hundred years, and the va- 
rious fuccefs of their arms ; all thcic particulars 
(eem to me an objeA worthy the regard and confi* 
deration of mankind ; and poffibly the public will 
not look ufion the hiftory of thefe foldiers of Jefus 
Chrift without furprife and admiration, who, like 
a fecond race of Maccabees, have conftantlyoppo*' 
Vol. I. A fed 
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2 HISTORY OF THE 

fed the arms of the infidels with a faith as firm as 
their courage has been invincible. 

But before we enter upon the inftiruiion of this 
order, I thiuk jt nectflary. to .acquaint the reader 
with the ftate of Aiia at rhat time j to infprm hjm 
from what country the firft infidels they made war 
upon came ; to lay before him the religion, the 
power, and the forces of thofe barbarians, and e- 
fpecially their declared hatred to the Chriftians : 
all which circumftances, though indeed prior to ihc 
foundation of this order, yet fee m to have fome 
corme£tif>n with the hiftory, as a preliminary and 
introduAioQ to it» and the knowledge of which 
vrill ferve to clear mp the particulars related in the 
courfe of it. . 

That part of Afia which lies between the Euxine 
or Black-fea and the Euphrates, was, in the begin* 
ring of the feventh centqry» dill under the domi« 
nion of the Romany, whofe vaft empire had fwal- 
lowed up the moil puifi*ant dates of our comioent« 
But after the death of Thcodofius the Greats . 
j4nno this formidable empire began to decline, be- 
395. in^ weakened either by the incurfiorns of the 
barbarians, or perhaps likewife by the divi* 
fion and difmemberlng of it by his fons the empe- 
r-ors Arcadius and Honoriu^, princes of a weak 
and unenterprifing fpirit, who only lent their names 
to the tranfajlions of their reigns^ and were both 
governed by imperious minifters, who had made 
themfelves the tyrants and lords of their mafters. 

Moft of the caftern emperors that fucceeded Ar- 
cadius, either for fear of being dethroned bv u(iirp« 
ers, or being fuch themfelves, were lefs folicitous 
of a military name and reputation, and of putting 
a ftop to the inroads of the barbarians, than (»f 
znaintaining themfelves vpon the throne. Being 
always upon their guard againft their own fubjeAs> 
they durft not turn their backs upon the capital of 
ik6 empire, or venture beyoud the bounds of their 

paUce, 
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lialace, for fear fome rebel fhould fcize them ; and 
the utmofthappinefs they aimed, at was to enjoys 
the charms of fovereigD power in a flothful and 
noafti^^ magnificence. Thofe famous Cefars, the 
mafters of the world, were no more to be found 
under the imperial purple : thefe later emperor9 
had nothing but the name ; and the majeAy of the 
empire was now no more to be feen but in the vain 
ornaments with which they covered their weaknefs 
and cowardice. 

Aeligion was 00 kfs a fufierer than the Aate by 
fo wretched an adminiftration. The eaft was at that 
time infe£ted with feveral herefies, the offspring and 
effect of the Warm imagination and too refining dif- 
pofitioD of the Gree);8. Some bifhops and monks, 
attempting to explain the various myfteries of the 
incarnation after a manner too much adapted to 
hnaiaji capacity, had involved themfeives in eiTor ; 
and to compleat the misfortune, they had found out 
means to engage feveral emperors in their party» 
who, inftead of oppofing the incurfions of the bar- 
barians^ thought they had no other enemies but 
foch as declared againft their errors. 

The empire, however, in the midfl: of all thefe 
confufions, ftill fupported itfelf by the weight of 
its own grandeur, and about the beginning of the 
feventh century^ the Emperor Heraciius had gained 
feme advantages over the Scythians and Perfians. 
But whUe that prince was engaged with thefe bar» 
barians, and employed id revenging the ravages 
they had committed upon the empire, there ap- 
peared, in the deferts of Arabia one of thofe reftlefs 
and ambitious mortals, which feem to be born only 
to change the face of the univerfe ; and whofe fol- 
lowers having wrefted the mofi: beautiful provinces 
of the eaft out of the hands of the Greeks, at 
length gave the laft and fatal blow to this empire, 
and buried it in its own ruins. 

The roftdcr will eaiily perceive that I am fpeaking 
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4 HISTORY OF THff 

of Mahomet, the moft crafty and dangerous iint>«f«. 
ftor that had ever appeared in A^ia, Ht was bom' 
af Mecca, a city of Arabia Pctraea, abaut 
568 or the end of the fixth century, of idolatrous 
571. parents of the tribe of the Goraftiites o» 
Gorifiahs, the beib family in the nation*, 
^nd who, according to the ufual vaunt of moft of 
the^ Arabians, boaded themfelves to be the progeny 
(>f Abraham, by Kedar, the fon of Iffamael. By 
his * father's death, Mahomet became an orphan 
in his early years, and was left without any patri- 
mony or fubfiftciice. However, one of his f nnclett 
took upon himfelf the care of his education, and 
^ for feveral years employed him in trade and com*- 
- jnerce. From him he went into the fe^vice of a 
rich widow named Cadigha, who at firft took him 
for her faftor, and afterwards made him her huf- 
band. A match (b greatly fo his, advantage,vand- 
fo much above his hopes, the plentiful eftate of his 
wife, and the improvementis made to it by his own 
induftry, filled his mind with the thoughts of gran'* 
deur and independency. His ambition increafed 
with his fortune, and fcarce was he free from a ftate 
of bafenefs and fervixudie, when riches without do- 
minion were too little to fatisfy his vaft defires, and 
he carried his aims to fo daring a pitch, as to a(pire 
to the fovereign authority over his country , 

Of the various methods he pitched upon for the 
accompli(hment of this great defign, none appeared 
more feaiible to him than the eftabliihment of a 
new xeligion, an engine which many of his prcdc- 
ccflbrs in impofture had already made ufe of. Ara* 
bla was as that time peopled by Idolaters, Jews, and 
Chriftians, by Catholicks and Schifmaticks. Th« 
inhabitants of Mecca were all idolaters, a»d fovery 
ignorant, that, excepting "^ one fingle man that had 
travelled, they could none of them cither read ot 

♦ Atdoilahr t Abu-taltk, J Waraka. 

^ , writ^ 
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wtitc. This ignorance and divcrfiiy .of worlhip 
fecroed a favourable circumftance to Mahomet ; 
and though he was no better a fcholar than his 
neighbours, though he could neither write nor 
read, and was befides efteemed a man oF bad mo- 
'rals, yet he had the aiTuraoce to form a defign of 
fetting up for a prophet in his own country, and in 
the very face of thofe who were eye -witneflls of his 
incontinence. 

But as this trandtion, from a vohipttiaui life to ' 
fo intimate a communication with heaven, would 
not eafily/fiod credit in the world, he quitted the 
companions and minifters of his pleafures, under 
the pretence of an entire change in his manners ; 
and to put a better countenance upon his pretended 
reformation, for two years together the hypocrite 
irequently retired to a cave in mount Hira, about 
a league from Mecca, where he only meditated up- 
on ways and means to 4>nng his projeA to executi- 
on. At the end of this tertn, and under colour of 
being wearied with the preffing inftances of his wife, 
to difiuade him from fo melancholy a way of living, 
he pretended to intruft her with the fictitious reve- 
lations, which he faid he had received from.heaven 
by the miniftry of one of the higheft order of (jpi- 
rits,« whom he called the angel Gabriel. And be- 
ing fobje^ to the falling (icknefs, he interpreted the 
fits of that diftemper as ecdafies, caufed, as he faid, 
by the apparition of the xeleflial minifter, whole 
prefeoce he was not able to endure ; and to fpread 
the fame of thefe rcvclitions' infenijibly among the 
people, he imparted the iecret, as a matter of the 
utmoft privacy, to his wife* To be the wife of a 
prophet was a privilege too great for her vanity to 
conceal. Cadigha foon run to acquaint her bed 
friends with it, and the matter was no longer a ie- 
cret, as Mahomet had plainly forefeen. After this 
he opened himfelftofoihe citizens of Mecca, whom 
he thought credulous enough to be perfuaded into 
A 3 ir, 
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it. and whom he aftually fcduccd by his art an< 
addrefs. 
^ If wc may believe ♦ Elmacin, the Arabian hifto^ 
riographcr, Mahomet had a nobJc air and deport- 
ment, a fweet.and a modeft countenance, a docile 
and ready wit, a courteous and obliging manner, 
and an iniinuating converfation. Befides, he had 
:«(ll the ncceffary qualifications for the head of a par- 
ty ; prpfiifely liberal, ready in difcerning, and cx- 
aft'in difpofing of men according to their talents* 
He had all the art and referve for a£ting without 
umbrage or difcovery ; and in the management and 
conduft of his defigns nfterwards, he (hewed a con- 
flancy and courage fuperior to the greateft dangers. 
Having foon got Tome difciples to countenance and 
fupport him, he made a fecret of his doctrine no 
longer, and taking his million from himfelf, he 
fet up for a preacher ; and though he was a man 
of no learning, yet he gained accefs to the ears of 
his countrymen, by the purity of his language, and 
the noble tour of his expreffions. He excelled c- 
ipecially in a certain oriental eloquence, confifiing 
in parables and allegories, with which he clothed 
and involved his difcourfes. 

But as he was by no means ignorant, that every 
appearance of novelty in religion is always fufpcft- 
ed, he declared that his defign was not fo much to 
found a new religion, as to revive the ancient laws, 
which God had given to men, and tb purge them 
from the fables and fuperftitions with which, they 
had been blended afterwards. He added, that 
Mofes, and Jefus the fon of Mary, had fucceffivcly 
preached a doArine, truly holy to the world ; a 
do£lrine, fays he, which thefe two great prophets 
confirmed by notable and iignal miracles, but that 
the Jews and Chriftians had equally altered and 
corrupted it by human traditions ; and laftly,^that 

* L, i» c. t. Hi^tuiig. hift, oricflti 1. s» c, 4, 

God 
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God had fent him, as his laft and greateftptophet» 
even greater than Mofes and Jefus, to purify re- 
ligion from the fables, which, under the notion of 
myileries, men had obtruded upon it, and, if pof- 
fiblcy to reduce all^mankind to an agreement in o* 

{nnion, and to the profeilion of one and the fame 
aith. The cunning impoftor, having, by fuch 
difcourfes as thefe, prepared the minds of the 
people, proceeded to form his fyftem upon two 
difi<:rent models, which he borrowed from the 
Jewiih and Chriftian religion ; and to proceed witk 
the better fuccefs, he had privately, in his retreat, 
called in the affidance of a Perfian * Jew^ and a f 
Neftoriah monk, both apoftaten, very well (killed 
in their refpeAive religions,, and who had feveral 
times read over to him the Old and New Tefta- 
ments, out of % which he afterwards took feve- 
ral pafTages, and adapted them to his new plan; 
and when, by the help of thefe two renegadoes, he 
had finifhed any article, he clothed it in a pompous 
and figurative ftyle, endeavouring to imitate, fome- 
times the fubliroe in the beginning of Genefis, and 
fometimes the pathetick in the true prophets. Then 
he declared that he had received that article from 
heaven ; and under pretence of being only the mef« . 
feoger and herald of this celeftial doctrine, he re^ 
ferred his objectors to the pretended author of his 
revelations, and appealed even to his ignorance it* 
felf, as a proof of the little fhare he had in Uiis 
new religion. 

From the Jews he borrowed the principle relating 
to the exifteoce and .unity of one only God, with- 
out multiplication of the divine perfons ; and at the 
fame time he prcfied tht belief of a refurre£tion, of 
the univerfal judgement, and of the rewards and 
puniihments of another life. The Chriflians fur- 
nished him with the example of a lent faft, which 

* Abdias Benfalon. t Sergius aliter Babira. 

% See the difceurfe upon the Aicor^^ at the cj^d of the fourtJi vo- 
lii»ef 
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he prefcribed to his followers, of the frcqueflit ufe ' 
of prayer, which he fixed to five rimes in a day, of 
charity towards the poor^ and the forgivenefs of e^ 
nemies. And in regard to the pagans, he admit* 
ted an odd kind of predefti nation, which the an« 
trient idolaters generally called deAinj, a decree, 
which they believed eternal and uncontroulable, e« 
ven by the will of their gods. 

This medley of difFcpcnt religions, in which eve- 
ry one imagined he faw the traces of his former 
belief, iniflcd ft veral citizens of Mecca; <ind fuch 
was the aft and contrivance of the impoftor, that 
he endeavoured to e(labH(h his errors by the pro* 
feffion of fome great truths, and the feeming prac- 
tice of as great virtues.- 1 he magiflrate of- Mecca 
being alarmed at the progrefs of this feft, profcrib* 
rd the author and all that adhered to him ; upon 
which the falfe prophet fled to another city of A- 
raWa Petrsea, called Yatrtb, which he afterwards 
named Medina- al-nabi, or the city of the prophet. 
This flight, (o famous among the Mahometans, 
and called in their language the Hcfjira, ferved their 
hidorians afterwards for the asra of their chronoio- 
^ gy. And the firft year of the ♦ MuflTul- 

°?*' man period, according, to the moft recci- 

8' '• ved opinion, falls upon the twenty-fecond 
year of the fcvcnth century. 

Mahomet being convinced, by the rifk he had 
run at Mecca, that perfuafioit alone was not the 
way to accotnplifh his ambitious dtfigns, refolved 
to have rccourfc to armsr Tte impoflor did not 
fail to Aimmon heaven to his afliftance ; and it was 
not long before he gave out, that the angel Gabriel 
had brought him a fword from God, with orders 
to fubdue all fuch as fliould refufe to embrace his 
new religion* 

* Note, the MufTulman year confifls of twelve lurar montbt, 
which Is only three hundred ahd Hfty-fourday^^ fo Chat thirty- three 
«fC cur years is veiy nsu thir^y^ io^t of tlicirs, 
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We arc not to look clfewhere for the caufe of 
tliat aftoniihing progrefs, wbicb^ in fo fhort a time, 
this impious fed made in Arabia, and afterward^ 
in the greateft part of the lefler Afia. And it i$ 
highly probable, that if Mahomet could have fore- 
feen as much, he woul(i have fpared himfelf the 
paiDs of forging fa many revelations, and adjuring 
ft> great a number of materials, borrowed from O" 
ther religions. This armed apoftle began this new 
kind of miiBon with invading his neighbours. The 
lure of plunder, which has^ fo many charms in the 
eyes of the Arabians, drew a great number to his 
ftandards No caravan could pafs near his quarters 
without being expofed to pillage ; and by acting 
the robber^ he inknfibiy attained to the fortune of 
a conqueror. Qf his foldiers and vanquiihed ene- 
mies h^ made new dkciple?, whom he called Muf* 
fulfficn, dh^t is to fay, Believerd^ or fuch as are en« 
<ffred into the way of falvation^r Being now as great 
a foldier as he was an eloquent preacher, he fooa 
made himfelf mafter of Mecca, and moft of the 
fortified towns and caftles of Arabia yielded to the 
force of his arms *. He was feconded in thefe wara 
by Abubekre his father-in-law, by Aly his coufin 
and fon^in law, and by Ooiar and Otman, all four 
his apoftles and principal officers, fanatics in good 
earned, and who became. the willing fubjedts of an 
"npoftor, to wkom they had at fiift been only dif* 
<^iples. Mahomet) by his courage and conduA was 
enabled to unite the facerdbtal with the imperial aa* 
thority in his own perfon, and in the fpace 
olE twenty-three years of his pretended a- 633 or 
po&olate, others fay in ten, aknoft all A- 6j2« 
rabia was reduced under his dominion* 
and at the fame time had embraced his new religion. 

The falfe prophet, at his death, had nominated 
Aly, his daughter Fatima's hufband) for his fuc* 

* Ale. c. 4. Cantacazeni trat. x. fed. xa. 
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ccflbr* but Mahomet's fon-in law fotind, bjT expe- 
rience, that the iaft wills o£ the moft abfolme prin- 
ces are generally buried in tlieir graves. Abubckre, 
being much older than Aly, was preferred before * 
him by the intereft of Omar and Otman^.who, by 
making choice of a man in years^. opened them* 
fclvcs a p;ifiage in their turn to the iame dignity. 
This ele<^ion of Abubekre gave rife afterwards to 
fchifms and civil wars among the Mahometans. 
The furceflbrs of Mahomet took the title of Ca- 
liphs, i e. vicars of the propheti cr of Almoinne* 
ni<ms» i, c. princes or commanders of the faithful. 
Thefe firft iuccefibrs', full of that fire and zcal< 
which a new religion always infpires, fpread the 
doftrine of their made r, and extended their own 
dominion into different countrieSi the one not ad- 
vancing a ftep without the other. It was not long 
before they finifhed the conqueft of Arabia, and 
drove out the Ferfians and Greeks. From the lat- 
ter, they afterwards took Damafcus, Antioch, and 
all Syria, invaded Palefline, carried Jerufalem, 
marched into Egypt> and fubdocd it, abfolutely de- 
Aroyed the Perfian monarchy, ^and made themfelves 
mafters of Media, Corafifan or Bafkriana, Diarbeick 
or Mefopotamia. Then they carried the war into 
Africa, where they made as ftKpriring a progrefs 
as ever, and fufodued all the country that lies wefti 
of Egypt. 

Not to mention the ifles of Cyprus, Rhodes,, 
Candia, Sicily, Malta and Goza, which they either 
ravaged or made themfelves mafters oF, nor Spain^ 
where the Arabians, in the beginning of the eight 
century, founded a new etnpirc upon the ruins of 
the Gothick monarchy ; great provinces of France, 
iituated. beyond the Loire, were expofed to the fu« 
ry of their arms ; and if it had not been for the in- 
comparable bravery and valour of Charles Martel, 
the fate and fortune of this kingdom would have 
been no better than that of Spain, In a word, they 

Digitized by VjVJUVIVC lUrCft* 



KNIGHTS OF MALTA. ti 

threatened the whole world with their chains. .And 
the miferable remains of the Greek empire would 
not at that time have been able to hold out againft 
fo formidable a power, if the heads of that nation 
had not quarrelled among themfelves. But the go- 
vernors of provinces bcifig too powerful for private 
men, afiumed a rorercign authority over them. We 
have feen, in different parts of Afia and Africa, 
and at different times, no leis than five caliphs, all 
pretending to be the off-fpring of JMahomht^aiid 
the genuine interpreters of the law. Again, mod 
of thefe. caliphs being buried afterwards in luxury 
and efieminacy, left the civil and military govern- 
ment of their ftates to emirs or (uhana, a fort of 
mayors of the p^ace, who, in a (hort time^ ixiade 
tbecnfelves abfolute mafiers of them, and for the 
■mo(V part left the caliphs nothing but the infpe^dn 
of religious affairs, the privilege of being named 
£r/l Jo the public prayers, and fome other ceremo* * 
Dial honours, without any power oir'suthfrity. 

Of all the conquefts gained bf thefe infidels^ 
none mor^ fenfibly affeited the Chri Allans, than 
that of the Holy Land and the city of Jerufalem. 
From the time of Gonllantine the Great, when 
chriflianity became the religion of the empire, that 
was the moft noted pilgrimage of all chriAendom. 
The Greek and Latin ChriAians, out of a pious 
perfuafion that their greatefl: fins would be remit- 
ted at the .feet of Chrid's tomb, were, with equal 
eagernefs, continually Jdocking to Jerufalem ; and 
the rather, in that there was till then a fecure and 
eafy accefs to it through the territories of the em • 
pire. The revolution which had lately happened 
ahered fhe cafe exceedingly ; and the infidels though 
they reverenced Jefus Chrifl as a great prophet, 
yet, to raife their revenues, they laid a fort of tri- 
bute upon aH foreign pilgrims, that came out of 
devotion to the holy fepulchrc. But this oppref- 
Hon was not fufficient to cool .the zeal of the Chri- 
ftians of that age : there was for near three hun- 
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irtd years the fame refort of the Chriftian natloBs, 
even from the remotcft parts of the weft. To- 
wards the middle ok the eleventh ^eDtury, the ca^ 
liphs or fultans of Egypt, who were then tnafters 
of Paleftjiie, allowed the Greek Chrifiians» who 
were their fubje£ts, to f(^le»in Jerufalem; and that 
they might not be intermixed with the Muflulmen, 
the governor of that capital of Judea affigned them 
the quarter neareft the holy fepulchre for cheir a- 
bode. 

The renown of the emperor Charlemagne's con- 
queft and power fpreading from Europe mto Ada, 
the Caliph Aaron Rafchtd, one of the moft potent 
princss of the eaii, permitted the French, out of 
regard td him, to havda houfe of their own in the 
holy city forthe entertainment of fuch pilgrims as 
were of that nation. Eginard relates, that the pa* 
triarch of ferufalcm fent that great prince, in the 
caliph's name, the keys of the holy iepulchre» and 
of the church of mt>unt Calvary, with a (landard 
which the* famous Abbe Fleury, the late writer of 
ccclefiaftical hiftory, h of opinion was meant as a 
mark of the power and authority which Aaroa 
had rciigned to that chriftian prince. Anothef 
modern writer * learned in our antiquities, in the 
thirty feventh book of the annals of his order, tells 
us of one Bernard, a French monk, who lived in 
A. D* 870, and who, in his account of a voyage 
made to Terufalem, relates, that he found there an 
hofpit^l for the Latins, and that in the fame houfe 
was a library, collefled by the care and at the ex* 
pence of the emperor Charlemagne. 

But after the death of the Caliph Aaron and his 
firft fuccefibrs, as thofe of Charlemagne did not 
come up to him either in power or reputation, the 
French loft the regard that had been formerly 
paid them in Paleftine. They wcrt no longer al- 

Pon. Mahillon. 
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Jowed ro have any houfe of entertainment ifi Jc* 
rufalem ; and tbpughj like the other nations of 
turopc, they had, by virtue of their money, ad- 
mittance into the holy city, and in the •day time 
made their ftations in all the places antiently ho- 
noured with the prefence and tnyftcries of our di- 
vine Saviour; yet, in the evening and night time, 
it was not without great difficulty as well as dan^ 
ger, that they could find any place to retire to in 
the city. The MuiTulmen had naturally too great 
an averfion far the Chriftians to receive them into 
their houfes : and fome di putes that had flatted up 
in relation to doArincs not rightly uiiderdood. as 
well as fome differences in poin^ of dilcipline, h$v« 
ing> in a maoHery put an end to all union between 
the Greek and Latin churches, our European Chri* 
nians were fcarce tefs odious to the Greeks than 
thev were to the Arabians and Sarazcds of the 
eafi. 

In the middle of th€ eleventh ccntttry, fome Ita- 
lian merchants, who had experienced the inhuma* 
nity of both the otic atid the other, undertook to 
proctire an afylum for the European pilgrims, in 
the very city of Jerufalem, where they might have 
nothing to fear either fram the falfe zeal of the 
Mahometans, or the enmity and averfion of the 
fchifmatical Greeks. Thefc pious merchants were 
of Amalphy, a city in the kingdom of Naples, but 
at that time fubjcdt to the Greek emperors of Cou- 
fiaotinople. Their affairs, in regard to trade and 
commerce,' called them almoft every year into 
Egypt, where, by means of their rich merchandizes, 
as well as fome curious pieces of workmanflilp 
which tliey biougbt thither from Europe, they 
♦ were inirodurcd to the court pf the caliph Mon* 
flaTer-billah ; and diilributiug fome conilderable 
prefents among his domeftlcks and, mi^nifters, they 
obtained leave for the Latin Chriftians to< build a 

Vol.. L B houfc* 
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houte of eatcnaiaaieiit near the holy fepulchre m 
Jerufalem. 

The governor, by that prince's order, 
1048 affigoed them a piece of ground, on which 
they bulk a chapel, and dedicated it to the 
blcfled virgin, by the rame of St. Maiy ad Latinos^ 
to didinguiih it from the churches where divine 
fcrvice was celebrated according to ihc Greek ritu- 
al ; fome monks oi ihe Benedi^ine order officiated 
in it. Near their convent they buih nvo houfes of 
entertainment for the reception of pilgrims of both 
Axes, whether in health or fickotfs which was the 
chicr view in this foundation ; and each houfe had 
afterwards a chiipel in it, the ont dedicated to St* 
John the Almoner, and the oUicr to St. Mag'p 
dalei. 

Some lay-perfoiH from Europe^ full of zeal an4 
charity, reaounctog the thoughts^o^ returoi^ into 
their own country, devoted themfelv.es in this jrcU* 
g^ou9 houfe to the fervice of <he poor and pilgrims^ 
aod were fubflTled by the monks above mentioned : 
and the merchanrs of Amalphy, out of the aims 
which they' coliefted io Italy, and either brought or 
feat regularly every year to the Holy Land, fyppHtd 
the wants of the pilgrims or fick. That facrcd truft 
of the charity of the faithful they remiited into the 
hands of perfoos, confecrated, as we have laid, to 
the fervice of the Chriilians of the weft. This ho- 
ly houfe, governed by the Benedictine monks^ ^nd 
which may be looked upon as the craddie of the 
order of St John, fcrved afterwai:ds for a place of 
fecurity and retreat for pilgrims. The Latin Chri- 
llians were there entertained and provided for, 
without any diftindlion of nation or conditioa. 
There they cloathed again fuch as had been flrip- 
pcd by robbers ; there the fick were treated j^piih 
care, and every kind of mifcry found in the charity 

of 
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ofthcfcHofpitallcrs, a nc^ kind of mcrcf to re- 
lieve k. * 

Yet this pious aad ufeful foundation had like t^ 
have been ruined in its very infancy, and it hardly 
fubliftcd fcventeen years, when the Turco- 
mans conquered Palcftine, furprized the city 1065. 
of Jeru-akm, and cut the caliph of Egypt's 
garrifoD in pieces 

rhcfe barbariaiss came out of the heart of Tar-- 
tary. Tis faid that they were originally inhabi- 
tants of that part of the AliatickjSarmatia, which 
lies betweenr niount Caucafus, the river Tanais, the 
Ealus Mxotis. and the Cafpian fea. They after- 
wards crofltd the Wolga, traverfed all the northern 
coall of the Cafpian fea^ and fettled in that part of 
Tartary whicb runs between fcveral branches of 
i&oum Imaus and along the fide of the river laxar- 
^s; a country ftill called from (hem Turqueflan. 
Hiftorians are not agreed whether it was the Greek 
emperors, or the kinj^js of Pcrfia, that firft brought 
them iu to that part of Afia, and called them in to 
thebr afliiiance. What appears more certain is. 
that fome officers of that nation entered afterwards 
iato the pay of the Arabians or Sarazens. who, to 
keep them m their fervice, after they had made 
themfclvcs mafters of Pcrfia, affigned them lands la 
thofe great provinces, where they fetthd from that 
time with their families. It feems they had fcarcc 
any religion bcGdes a confufed notion of a firft be- 
ing, creator of heaven and earth, author, as they 
faid, of li£e and death, who fent health or fickntfs 
to men atcording to his own goodpleafure. No 
fuch thing as divine worfhip was known among 
them ; otily in their ficknefs. tliey had recourfe to 
fome magicians, a fort of priefts, who, after exaft- 
iag prefents from them, and ufing Tome fenfelefs 
conjuring tricks, pei^fuaded them that they appeaT- 

• Vraiifclm. Twicnfis. h'lCt, 1. i. 
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cd the angry deity for them^ This colony, out. of 
comphifance to their new maAers, turned after- 
wards Mahometans, and in time multiplying ex- 
ceedingly, they fhpok oft the yoke of the Arabi* 
ans, but without quitting their religion, in which 
the grcatcft part of them had been orcd. Other 
tribes and people of xhe fame nation paffing the 
laxartcs, and travcrfing the iMauralnahar, joined 
. themfcWes to thcfc fir fir comers, made- their wAy to 
the banks of the Oxus, and advanced even into 
CorofacL 

All thefe Turcomans thus re- united togc* 
1050 ther, levied valft armies, and chof'e three gc- 
ncrals'to command them, all taken out of 
the fame family, and descended from one Salguez, 
whofc memory they held in fingular veneration. 
The firft of thefe generals was Tog'rul-beg. Sprung 
as he was out of the imdf\ of a favage nation, he 
had nothing of the barbarian in him, but boldnefs 
and ignorance, or a contempt of dangers. He was 
proiule in his recompences to his foldiers, cruel in 
his punifhments of thofe who had ike wed a want 
of courage, and was therefore revered by a natian, 
nmong whom the art of making one's felf dreaded 
was of more weight than all the virtues put to- 
gether. This was the prince, who in 1055, under 
the title of chief of the emirs, or fulian, made him- 
felf mafter of Bagdat, and of the great empire of 
the Arabian caliph^. Jafer-bei or Jafer-beg his 
coufin, chief of the fecond branch, ieized on his 
lidc upon Quirman, and the vaft tra£ts of country 
which lye towards the Periian fea and the Indies » 
Cultumifes, another coufin of Togrul-beg and Ja- 
fcr^ had advanced before them, and A D. 1050, 
had made the greateft part of the lefler Afia or 
Anatolia acknowledge him for their fovereign, and 
inxcd the feat of his empire at Iconium. Togrul- 
b-g dying without iflue about A. D. 1063, Alu- 
baxilan, his nephew and fucccffor, kept up' the dig- 
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Bffy of fultan with no lefs valour than his uncb* 
Tills prince gaining a Cgnal victory over U\c 
Oieeks, took the emperor Diogenes piifoner upon 
that occafion. It is (aid, that the ion of Alubatfl.4a« 
caHed Gelaleddin, was the moft powerful of thcfc 
S^lgeucidiao * prioces^ and that his cippire extended 
from the farthcll provinces of Turqueltan to Jeru- 
ialem, and even to the borders of Hrabia FeUji : a 
new revolution this in Afia, carried on with a ni- 
pidiiy not inferior or leis furpriiing than that which 
the Arabians had brought aboiit four iiundred 
years before. It was the lieutenants of Geialeddln, 
furnamed Malefcha, who, after reducing Syria, 
chafed the Sarazens out of Paleftine and in 1065 
fei^ed on the city of Jerufalcm, - 

No defcrip ion can reach all the cruelties which 
l^ey committed there : the gan ilon of the caliph of 
Egypt was cut in p ece^, as I faid before. 1 he in- 
habitants and the Chriftians icarce met with a bejt* 
tcf fate ; numbers of them were butchered ; the 
hofpiral of St. John was plundered, and thefe bar« 
barians, fierce and cruel in their nature, would 
have del^royed the holy fepukhrc, had not their 
avarice reilraiaed their impiety. . The fear of lo- 
fing the revenues raifed upon the pilgrims of the 
well:, preferved thetombof ourSuviourf . But thefe 
infidels, to gratify at once their avarice and their 
hatred to every thing that bgrc the name of Chi i- 
ftian, loaded them with heavier tributes ; fo that the 
pilgrims, after having ipent all their money in the 
courfe of lo long a voyage, or being dripped by rob- 
bers, and worn out with hunger and mileries of all 
forts, at laft, for want of ability to diicharge luch 
-cxcefiivc tributes, periihed at the gates of Jerufalem., 

• Or Selzuccian* 

■|- Soli etiam Dominid fepulcri tetnplo, ejurqiie cultoribas chr'. 
flianis parcebant, propter tribute quae ex oblatiooc fidclium afli^Le 
cU fideliterque folvebantur, unk cym eociefia ian^ts Ma^i« aki 
JLatino: quae etiam t;ibutaria crat. Alb. Aquznf. 1. C, p. zSx. 
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Cut being able to obtain of theft barbarians the 
confolation only of feeing, before they expired, the 
holy fepulchre, the only objcft of their vows, add 
the end of fo tedious a pilgrimage. . 

Such as efcaped from under ihcfe cruel opprcfE-^ 
ons, did not fail at their return to Europe to give 
fad defcriptions of them. They rcprefentcd in the 
moft moving colours the indignity of fuffering the 
holy places to remain under the dominion of infi- 
dels. But the power of thefc barbarians was -fa 
formidable, the Greek empire fo weakened, and 
moreover the princes of Europe fo remote and dif- 
unitcd among themfelvcs, that the delivery of Jc- 
rufalem was looked upon as an impracticable at* 
xcmpt. 

Yet a (ingle man called Peter the Hermit, of the 
dioccfe of Amiens, who had himfelf experienced 
part of the miferies before mentioned, formed the 
bold defi^n of recovering the Holy Land into the 
hands of the chrifiian princes. He firft addrefled 
himfelf to Simeon the Greek patriarch, a prelate of 
great piety. And as the hermit founded part of his 
views upon the eaftern Chriflians, and the power 
of the Greek empire, the patriarch replied, he faw 
plainly that he fpoke of the forces of that empire as 
a ftranger, and without knowing themj adding, 
that nothiog was now left of chat great title but an 
empty name, and a dignity without power ; that 
the Turcomans, taking advantage of the weaknefs 
' of the emperors, and of the divifions and rnteftinc 
wars that were continually breaking Gut in the em- 
pire, had lately fcized on moft of the, provinces fi- 
tuated upon the coaft of the Euxine fea, and, as a 
fppnument of their vidloric;s, had given them the 
,rame of Turcomania ; that the other provinces of 
the empire were ravaged in their turns, fometimes 
by the inroads of barbarians, and frequently for 
want of pny, by the very chriftian troops placed 
there for their defence j that the grandees of the 

empire, 
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empire, in hopes of mounting the throne, had moft 
of them no other thought than how to raife fediti- 
ons in the imperial city, or debauch the armies in- 
to rebellion; that the emprcfies, who never rec* 
konedchaftity among the virtues,- had often made 
the imperial dignity ierve ns a recompence to their 
adulterers ; that even the eunuchs of the palace, 
monfters that are neither men nor women, had, by 
their intereft and intrigues, a great fliare in thcfe 
revolutions, aild that within thirty years paft they 
had fecn no lefs than ten emperors upon the throne 
of the great Conflantine, moft of whom ended their 
reign by a tragical death, or at leaft wiih the lofs 
t)t their eyes ; and if any were fuffered to live or en- 
joy the ufe of their fight, it was only becaufe they 
were defpifed to fuch a degree, that being fent to a 
monaftery, they were not reckoned any longer in 
the number of the living ; that the emperor Michael 
Ducat, furnamed Parapinaces, had been dethroned 
by Nicephorus Dotoniates ; and the ufurper, to fe- 
cure the crown to bimfelf, had made prince Con- 
Aantine Ducas (eldeft fon of Michael, and hufband 
to Helena, daughter of Guifc^rd the Norman) an 
eunurh; that the emperor Alexis Comnenus, who 
was then upon the throne, bad made his way to it 
by the like treacheries, and by rebelling againft Bo- 
toniates, whom he had depoied in his turn ; that 
this new emperor was indeed a man of capacity, but 
more feared by his fuhje^ than by his neighbours; 
and that, after all, fo far was any one from having 
reafon to flatter himfelf wuh the fufficiency of this 
prince's power to lettlc the Chriftiaos again in Jeru* 
faleiUf that he was hard put to it to flop the pro* 
grcfs of the arms of tht: Turcomans, who had late- 
ly feized on Nice, which the Sdgcucidians.of the 
third dynafty had nuidc the capital of that partfcu* 
lar monarchy, that in anoher quarter, Alexis was 
engaged in war with Robert Guifcard, count or 
dukiej^Calabiia; and Buhcn>und bis ion^ Normao 
^r princes. 
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princes, and irreconcilable enemies to die Greeks; 
that they had taken the field and ravaged the teiri- 
t Dries of the empire, to revenge thcmfelves oi? A«* 
lexis for his imprifootnent and cruel ufage of the 
princcfs Helena, daughter to Guifcacd, and wife to 
Conilamine Ducas ; that thefe two Norman priaces, 
enraged at his perfidioufnefs, and for the delivery 
of the princcis, had invaded Ihrace, cut Alexises 
armies in pieces, and would have dethroned him in 
his turn, had not other affairs, which they were 
obliged to attend, called them hack for a time into 
Italy ; hut that the emperor was in contii^al appre- 
henlions that the thunderbolt to hurl him from^ his 
throne would be lanced from that houle* 

The patriarch from this difcoUrle eoncluded, that 
in order to deliver the Holy Land out of the hands of 
the infidels, no affi (lance was to be expe£Ved froii^i 
the- Greeks j and that nothing but a league of the 
Latin princes could make fo difficult an enttrprizc 
Aicceed. This proposal ftanied the hermit; but 
far from abating his zeal, though he for«faw all the 
difHcuUies atteniiing it, be {till flattered himf^lf that 
ihey might be got Over with the affiftadce and pro- 
teftion of the pope. The patriarch by his advice 
Wrote tO' the head of ^e church in ihemoft moving . 
terms. The hertilit undertook to deliver his let- 
ters, took ftiipping at the port of J'oppa or Jafa, ar» 
rived in Italy, prefented the patriarch's letters to thtq 
pope, and hiid before him,, with tdars. in his ey^s, 
the mifeivble condition that the.Chriftians of Jcru- 
falem wiere reduced to. He added, that the Ara- 
bians or Sarazens had built a laofque upon the old 
niins of th€ famous temple of Solomon ; th^t thq 
▼enerabie church of the holy fepulchre, under the 
dominion of the Tiircomans, was every moment in 
ditnger of the like profanation ; that the Chriftian 
womeo and virgins were often expofed to the bru- 
tality of thofe barbariaob ; and if any youths fell 
iato their power, they had rcafon to .be ajfraid of 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



KNIGHTS OF MALTA, X% 

infamies more in fupportablc than death itfclf; in 
fine, that the Holy Land, watered formerly with the 
precious blood cf the Saviom* of mankirjd^ was en- 
tirely reduced undler their tyranny ; yet it was not 
mipoffibic to refcue it from that fcandalous flavery* 
would he but vou^hfafc ro engage moft of the Eu- 
ropean princes ia an enterprise fo worthy of his 
z;al Dnd piety. 

The pope that the hermit applied to was Urban 
II. a Frenchman by birth, and born at Chatillon oa 
the Marne. Though the air and habit of a fingle 
hermit did not prepoflefs him in his favour ; yet his 
hoiinefs heard him out with much humanity, and 
was the lefs furprized at thegreatnefs of his projeft, 
becaule pope Gregory VIL a pontifiF who imagined 
bimlelf to be the fovereign of kings, and whofevaft 
attempts had no bounds, had likewife formed a de« 
fign of obliging all the chriAian princes by his au- 
thority to take up arms againfl the Mahometans. 
Urban, who, upon the death of Vidtor IlL had 
jull fucceeded him, had no lefs zeal than he ; but 
being more regular in his views, he did not think it 
proper to declare himfelf, till he had firft founded 
the difpofition, and examined into the forces of the 
princes of Europe, This prudent conduct was 
founded upon the general difcontent which the em* 
perors and menarchs of Chriftcndoro had fhewn at. 
the odious preteniions of Gk-egory, who, under co- 
lour of a fpiritual authority ,^ which they could not 
difpute, had attempted to reduce all fovereign princes- 
to the condition of his tributaries and vadalsi Ur- 
ban, it is likely, was very fenfible, that at^a time of 
fomuch uneafineisanddiftontemt, when everything 
that came from the court of •Rome mJght be fuf- 
pefted of a /ecret ambition^ k wai^ not proper to 
make ufe of his own name and authority openly to 
oblige the chriAian prince* to take up arms, for 
fear the defign fliould mifcarry. He rclolved there- 
fore firfi to have only the ncccflity and merit of it 

DjiectOfBOU^td, 



] 



22 HISTORY OF THF 

recommended from the pmlpic. With this vie\r» 
calling the heraiic, and extolling highly bis zeal^ 
he ei^rtccKhim to travel over moft of the pro- 
vinces of Chriftendoniy and ftir up fovcreigns and 
their fubjedis to arm for refcuing the Holy Litid from 
the dominion of the infidels ; and the pope, ac ta- 
king leave, gavef him to underftand, that if his mif* 
fion fucceedcd well, they might depend on the fpi- 
r«ual trcafures of the caurch, and even powerful 
fuccours of men and oKmcy ihoyld not be wanting 
to ihofc who would engage in (o holy an enter- 
prize. 

The hermit, difmifled with his holioefs's bleffing, 
traverfed all Europe in lefs tlian a year's time»^ 
Where-evcr he went he put every thing in motion : 
the tragical defcriptions that he gave of the profa- 
nation of the holy places^; his lively and pathetick 
exhortations; his long and uncouth beard; his 
walking barefoot ; his.auf^cre life y his exceflive ab* 
ftinence, and even the money which h€ receiv- 
ed only to give away immediately to the poor; all 
thisi made him be regarded as a faint and a pro* 
phct, and the great world as well as the popu- 
lace, burnt with impatience to go to the Holy Land 
to revenge the outrages of the infidels upon Jefus 
Chnft. 

The pope having notice of this furprifing: 
i^? 5 * fuccefs, refolved to declare himfelf* He cal- 
led two councils the fame year, one at Placentia in 
Italy, the other at Clermont in A^vergne. At 
the council of Flaceotia there were no lefs than four 
thoufand ccckli^ flics,. and more than thirty thou* 
fand laity of di^rent conditions; but what was 
flill more extraordinary,) was to fee» (during thtf 
fchifnv) fome G^ek ambafladors there. The em- 
peror Alexia Comncnus had lent them to implore 
the afiillance of the Latins againd the Turcomans, 
who> after leizing oa the city of Nice, threatened 
Calcedon^ and-, even Cooitanticoplc itfclf, with a 
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&ge. The pope took occa&OQ from this embaiif 
to bewail the miferks of the eaO, and efpecially of 
F^ieft'toe, whkh was fallen under the flafery of 
thofe barbarians. At tKe account given by thclc 
ambaCidars of their crueUies, the whole ailemfoly 
rang with indigfiacion and rage. A ihorufaod con« 
fufcd voices were heard^ crying out, that they muft 
go and defend thei/ brethren in Chrid Jei'us. The 
pope exhorted them to remember this their gene* 
rous reiokition when the proper time came for put* 
tiog it iQ execution. 

The fame zeal diftioguiihcd itfelf in the council 
oF Clermont; where were prefent a gieat number 
of preUtes, princes aivd nobtlicy, moft oi them 
f rcneh, or vafi^aU of the crown of France. After 
a difcoorfe infinitely moving, made by the pope to 
perfuade the Chriftians to an expedition for delivers 
jngthe Holy Land^ out of the hands of the Maho«- 
metaus, the whole aiTetnbly cried out as it were bj 
concert, Dieu le veut* Dieu le veist, {_God will bavt 
itfo; God wi^l have it fo ',2 ^nd thefe three wordt 
ferved afterwards for a device and ihout of .^waisiii 
the army : and ^or the diAtoguilhing of fuch asen-^ 
gaged in this hoiy^eaterpa*ize« it was ordered, that 
they ihould wear a red crofs on their right fhouU 
dcr. 

As foon as the council was broke up, the bifliops 
who had ajQifted at it. returning to their dxoccfe^ 
began to preach the cruikde^ and did it with fuch 
fuccefs, that all the world was^^or taking the voy*- 
agc of Afia. Is looked as it there had been no o- 
therway to heaven but this ; they ftrove who fhould 
fet out fiift; princeSy lords, gentlemen, citizens 
and peafant?, every one quitted with joy what he 
held moft dear,, wife, children and parents, fo true 
i'^ it, that men ieem only made to imitate one ano- 
ther. 

In truth, all that took upon them the crufadc 
Were not led by the fame motives : fevcral went in- 
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to the caft only out of itittrefted views, and in hopes 
of f tiling there; Ibnie enrolled thcmfelvcs in this 
holy militia, only to avoid the imputation of cow- 
ardice ; others engaged in it out of levity, for com- 
pnny, and becaufe iliey would not part with their 
relations and friends. The very women did the 
fame, that they might not be feparaied from their 
lovers J in a word, the monk and the reclafe tired 
out with their cells, the peafant w^ary of his labour, 
all blinded by the feeble glittering of a falfe zeal, a- 
bandon^d their ftation and- former calling; all 
which in truth formed a prodigious number of 
crufaders. But-amidd this multitude of people of 
various conditions, there w^re m< n indeed in abun- 
dance, yet but few foidiers ; and fuch an enterprize 
would have mifcarricd in its very infancy, even be- 
fore the militia of the crufade had got out of Eu- 
rope, had they aot been fuftained by great bodies of 
regular troop.-, commanded by princes and lords of 
confummate valour and experience, and animated 
by a pure zeal for delivering the Holy Land out of 
the hands of the infideh. 

Among thefe lords were reckoned up * Raiment 
of Sr, Giles, count of Ihouloufe, the firft who 
took the crofs, and who had already fignalized him- 
felf in Spain, at the head of the armies of Alpbon- 
fo V'l. againft the Arabians and Sarazens of Hfri* 
ca ; Hugh furnamcd the Great, brother to Philip 
I king of France, and count of .Vcrmandois in 
right of his wire ; Robtrt, Duke of Normandy, 
•brother to William RuFus, king of England ; Ro- 
bert, count of Flanders ; Stephen, cotuit of Char- 
ters and Blois ; Godfrey of Boulogne, count of 
the lower Lorrain or Brabant, with ^is brothers 
Euftace and Baldwin ; Baldwin du BouVg ihcircou- 
fin, and fon to the Coimt of Retel, befides a great 
number of other lords and gentlemen, mod of them 
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fabjefts or vafikis of the crown of France, who fold 
their cattle and lands on that occafion, to furoiih 
tbeexpence of this armamenc. 

None of the kings of £urope appeared in this 
fir ft expedition. Henry IV. fon of Conrad 11. fur- 
named the Salique, was at that time emperor of 
Germany -: and whether we confider his dignity, or 
reflet upon his iingulair bravery, his great experi- 
ence in (he command of his armies and forces^ 
there was not in all Chriftendom a prince more 
worthy to be at the head of the cm Hide. But it| 
all appearance he was detained in his own dominions 
by the differenced which had broke out between the 
popes and emperors, and had for more than fifty 
years been tearing the church and the empire in 
pieces. The form of giving invtftiture of the great 
ccclefiaftical dignities was the pretence ; but the fo- 
Tcrcignty of Rome and Italy was the true reafon 
of thefe differences* The popes, placed in that 
high degree of temporal power, to which the libe* 
rality of the kings of France had raifcd thech, could 
not bear to hear fpeak of the rights which the kings 
oF the Romans atid the emperors of the weft had 
cxcrcifcd formerly in Rome, and over the reft of 
Italy. Hence arofe ichifms, wats and infurreAi- 
ens, which hindered the emperor from leaving 
Germany and the centre of his dominions. The 
effeminacy and a crimiioal attachment which Philip 
I, king of France, had for Berirade, wife of Fulk- 
le Rechin» count of Anjou, detained him in his 
kingdom. To fay nothing of William Rufus, king 
of England, fon of William the Baftard, duke of 
Normandy, who had conquered the EngHfli, a 
haughty and reftlefs ^lation, jealous of their liberty, 
and impatient of any government, more e/pccially 
of a foreign one ; fo tnat to be abfent at fuch a di- 
ftance, in the beginning of anew reign» would have 
been contrary to all the rules of pruderce. As for 
, the kings of Caftile, Arragon and Navarre, they 
Vol. t, C were 
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were too much taken up in defending Uicir own 
doHiinions from the Arabians and Saracens of 
Spain, to dream of any other cnterprizes. 

Spain, fince the hivafiou of the Sarazens, was 
bcjcomc as ii were the theatre of a continual cru- 
Mt ; and the bravcft of all the European nobificf 
repaired ordinarily thither, to make their fir ft eflliy 
in arjiis againft ihofc infidels. In this armament 
therefore for the Holy Land, there were fcarcc any, 
bu^ private princes and French lords, whofe fa- 
thers, or at niQfl their grandfathers, taking advan- 
tage of the decline of the hoiifc of CharJemagne, 
and by virtue of their feoffments, had, itQtxx pri- 
vate g^overnor of cities or provinces, ere<^ed them- 
fclves infenfibly into fovereigns of their govexn- 
m'ents. Such was the origin of the inany principa- 
lities, which at the end of the fecond, and begin- 
ning of the thiid race, had difmeoibered tbi» 
povyerful monarchy. 

j^ In the mean. time, the princes who had ta- 
. " ' ken the crofs began their, zi^xarch frpm all 
parts. The Venetians, Genocfc and Pi(aps, com-- 
monwealths powerful at fea, tranfporied part of 
them into Greece. The general rendezvous was | 
in the plains near Conftantinople. The famous 
Bohemund, who had already made war with i 
fuch glorious fuccefs upon the Saracens, and even I 
upon the emperor Alexis, was at. that time befieg-. 
ing a caftle i^x the Terrar di^Livoro with count Ko- | 
^er his uncle. No fooner did he receive the firfl: 
news of the. crufade^ with the number and qjuality.of i 
the principal lords engaged in it, than, tranfported I 
with zeal, and feized as it were with a pious rage, i 
fie cut in pieces his coat of arms, and made. it into ] 
crofles, taking the firft himfelf, and diftributing 
the reft lo his principal officeis. . Among thcfc 
lords were the brave Tancrcd his nephew, the 
counts Ranulj^jh.and Richard his coufii*$#, Herman 
^^ Cani, liumfrey foa of Rodolph, Robert dc 
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Sourdcval, and a great number of orher gentlemen, 
all Normans by birth or defcent, whofe tatheis or 
themfelvcs had, at the expencc of the Saracens aiicl 
Greeks, made confiderable fettlements in Apulia, 
Calabria, and Sicily. As thde illuftrious adven- 
turers, or their defcendants, will bear a great pait 
in the courPc of this hiftory, we think ourfelves ob» 
ligcd to give a (hort account, on what oecafion 
they tranfported ihemfelves from the heart of Nv;r- 
mandy, and fctttcd m the lower Italy. 

About the year looo or 1003, forty Nor- 1003. 
man gentlemen, all warriors, who had fig- 
nafli^ed themfelvcs in the armies of the dukes of 
Normandy, returning from the pilgrimage of the 
Holy Land, arrived in Italy without arms, and on- 
ly with their ft aflf and chap] et, the ufuai equipage 
of pilgriiAs, -and which our kings themfelvcs in the 
following crufades went to receive at St. Dennis. 
Thefc Norman pilgrims hearing that the town of 
Salerno was befieged by theSarazens, were prompt- 
ed by a refigious aieal to throw themfelvcs into the 
place. Guimard was prince of it, and invcfteJ in 
it. He furnifhed them with arms and horfes ; and 
thefc ftrangers madfc fo many unexpected and vi- 
gorcrtis faflies upon the infidels, that they obliged 
rhem to raHc the fiege. The prince of Salerno, . 
admiring the bravery of thefe Normans, and their 
tell in the art of war, offered them rich prefents, 
and made a propofalof confiderable fettlements, in 
order to retain them in his fervicc'. But thofe gen- 
titmetif called hom.c by the love we naturally bear 
to our country, re^ufcd every thing that was offer* 
cd them ; and tolJ them they had no other vic^ 
m taking up arms, but t^ve glory of God and the 
defence of religion Upon tlieir depariuie, Gui- 
Aiard is faid to have fetit deputies after them, who,* 
to excite the zeal and courage of the Norm.'in gen- 
try, and to engage them to come and fettle in Iialy, 
carried into that province fluffs of great value, 
C 2 . magnificent 
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magnificent furniture for horfcs, and even potnc^ 
granates, oranges, lemons, and almonds^ which 
they prefentcd to fcvcral gcntlenicn, as a proof of 
the mildncfs of ihcir climate, and the goodneis af 
ihc foiJ, wherein they had the o&r of lands and 
caftles *. 

A great number of the Normans, tempted by 
the promifes of thcfe envoys, took their wives and- 
children, and bid adieu to their country ; and du- 
ring this whole century, fome or other of that na- 
tion were continually paffing.into Italy. The mod 
confiderable of ihcm were the fons of Tancrcd dc 
Hauteville, a gentleman ia the neighbourhood of^ 
Coutancc in the lower Normandy, He had twelve 
fons, ail bearing arms : The eldeft, who fervcd a» 
a leader to thefe adventurers, was called Williann, 
and furnamed Bras defer, or iron arm, on accouiic 
of his great ftrcngih and valour, firogon or 
Dreux was the fecond ; Humfrey the third ; Her- 
man, Robert and Roger were the three laft. Hif. 
toryhas not conveyed to us the^names of the other 
fons of Tancrcd, and we do not fo much as know^ 
whether they pafled into Italy. 

There were in this country three forts of govern- 
ments, that of fome litde princes, the oM remains 
of the Lombards, and independent one of another t: 
A fecond canton was fubjcft to the Greek empe- 
rors ; but ilie Sarazens had ufurped the greater part 
of it. The fons of Hauteville foon formed a third 
power, which fwallowed up all the reft. The Itali- 
ans and Greeks were, as we have obferved, the 
people who had called them into their fuccour a- 
gainft the Sarazcns. 

The Normans of Italy, united together under 
^ the banner of the fons of Hauteville, entered iotO' 
the if rvicc of the Greeks, carried towns, won bat- 
tles, and by their heroick aAions, drove the infi^ 
dels out of moft of the places which they were pof* 
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f fled of. But ihey Were ill rccompcnfed for it. 
The Greeks, who had called them in to their fuc- 
cour» ioconftant and jealous of the power they ia- 
fenfibly acquired in the country, made ufe ot tlie 
worft of treacheries to deftroy the leaders of thiic 
nation. The Tons of HauteviUe were under a ne- 
ceflity of {landing upon their defence ngainft fiich 
fcoundrel enemies, and did It with their ufual va- 
lour, and fuch a train of fuccefs, that after num- 
bsrlefs fatigues, dangers and engagements, they 
took Calabria, Apulia and Sicily from the Greeks ; 
and perhaps were not forry to have been rurnifheJ 
with the pretence of an. advantageous vengeance, 
and the opportunity of feizing on ihofe rich coun^ * 
tri^s. Upon this they divided thofe great province* 
be:wceo ihem t Robert Guilcard had the county 
of Calabria, and was afterwards the mofl povv^er- 
ful of all the brothers : He was called Guikrard^on 
account of his dexterity, and the ftratagems th.it 
he ofed in war ; and we are now going to fte Trince 
B'jhemund his eldeft fon, fo formidable already to 
the Greeks for his valour, diflin.gtiifh himfclr as 
much againft the infidels by hirconduft and ma* 
nagement, and acquire a new gloYy in the raft. 

This prince, before his departure, and in view 
of making a powerful arquilirKm in Alia, rcfigncd 
his rights of primogeniture to his younger brother, 
named Roger aher his unelfe ; referving tohmifelt* 
no other refoiircc but the city of Tarento, and the 
hopes of making new conqueils in the eaft. A her 
this he crofled the fca^ at the head of ten thou find 
horft, and a great body of foot, and upbn hib 
landing, advanced towards Conftantinople, in ot^ 
dcr to join the Oihef troops of the crulade, Th^ 
pope wrote at the fame time to the emperor of 
Conftantinoplc, that above three hundred the ufand 
xnen were marching to his fuccour, and to deliv^b 
the holy places out of the hands of the infideb. He 
mcDttoned to him 'the principal chieftains of i4i% 
•C 3 crufaJcj 
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crufadet and exhorted him to be expeditious in gi- 
ving the necei&ry orders for the fubfidence of thefc 
troops. They arrived in rank and file fuccefCvely 
from different places ; and at a general review, 
made in the plains of Conftantinople^ they tnuC- 
tered an hundred thoufand horfe* and no Icfs than 
£x hundred thoufand foot, including priefl^, 
monks, and in infinite number of women in mens 
£loaths, moft of which, to the fcandal of ChrifH- 
anity, proftituted themfelves to the foldiers. 

The Greek emperor, inftead of a cotnpeteni? 
fuccour which he had aQced, was ftrangely furpri^- 
ed to fee his dominions over-run wiih fuch ionu- 
* merable troops, as were in a condition to prefcribe 
to him in the very capital of his own empire* A- 
' lexis was more particularly afraid of Bohemund, 
whofe valour and conduct he had felt ; and to gee 
rid of thefe allies, more terrible to him than ov^ 
enemies, he refolved to gain the chiefs by carengp 
and prefentSy and at stbe fame time to leave no 
itone untried to cut off provifions from the' foldi- 
ers, and dedri^ fuch as ftrolled from their co- 
lours in fearch of them. By this artful coodu^l* 
without declaring himfelf openly, he did the La- 
tins more mifchlef, than all the forces of the Tur- 
comans put together. 

By his order s» they carried every day prefcnts 
«nd refrefhments to the princes of the crufade ; 
nsy, to remove all kind of fufpicion, he would 
needs engage himfelf in it v he took the badge with 
great folemnity* and, by a treaty with the European 
princes^ obliged himfelf to joiQ his fleet with that 
of the Latins; to furniilrthem with provifions as 
far as Jtrufalem, and to repair in perfon to the 
snaiQ body of the army, at the head of his troops* 
jui order to a£t in concert againfl the infidels, whe- 
iber I'urcomans, Arabians, or Sarazcns. 

Thoie of the crufade^ blinded by thefe fine pro- 
iMfes, agreed; on the other haodi to rcftore him 
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Nice, which the Turcomans bad lately feizedy 
and fuch other places belonging to the empire as 
they fliould recover from the barbarians ; or at 
leafl, in cafe the .Latips were for keeping them, it 
was agreed that they fiiould do homage to him for 
them. In purfuance of this treaty, fcvcral weftcrn 
lords, hoping to make themfeWes maAers of fome 
principalities in the eaft, took the oath of fidelity 
to him beforehand. 

The emperor, notwithflanding thefe precautions, 
being ftill uneajfy to fee a formidable army at the 
gates of his capital, and in a condliion to prcfcribe 
to him what terms they pleafed even in liis own pa- 
lace, was continually preiling the chiefs to lo(e no 
time in entering Bithynia, that, as he pretended, 
they might furprife and get the dart of the infidels; 
he even furniihed them with a great number of 
tranfports for that purpofe. The princes, deceived 
by this appearance of zeal for the common caufe, 
pafled the Bofphorus, and, after fome 
days march, in veiled Nice. Soliman the May 14. 
Turcoman of the Selgeucidian i^ace, a 1097. 
relation of Togrul-beg, and fultan of 
Iconium, had thrown a ftrong garrifon into Nice *. 
The attack was brifk, and the defence very obfti- 
natc ; the Turcomans difputcd the ground inch by 
inch, and only yielded to a formidable power, which 
DO place fecmed able to hold out againfh The go<- 
vcrnor, after a fiege of thirty- four days, furrender* 
ed Nice to the Latin CKriilians, who, purfuant (• 
their treaty with the Greek emperor, 
fairly delivered it up to the ofi&cers of' June 20* 
that prince, with the wife and children 
of Soliman, who, by the capitulation, remained 
prifoncrs of war. 

Alexis was not fo much affe^Ved wjth the taking 
of Nice, as he was alarmed at the valour and coa» 

^ Bibl. orient, p. 822. 
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rag€ which thofc of the crufade had {hewn in the 
attack. He made oo queftion but they would foon 
fubduc the greater part of Afia ; and were he to 
€hu(e his neighbours, he was for thofe that he 
thought the wcakeft, and no longer dreamed of any 
thing but making a fecret alliance with the in6dels, 
to travcrfe the conquefts of the Latin ChriAianS) 
v^hich now appeari;d to him- the more formidable 
of the two. 

With this view he rcftored Soli man his wife and 
children, as an carneftof the friendship he was de- 
(irous to contridt with Him: They entered into a 
ftr:dl alliance ; and the perfidious Greek, in execu- 
tion of this fecret treaty, far from going in perfon 
to the Chriftian army, fupplying it with provifions, 
Or joining his fleet to that of the Latins, according 
to his engagements in the treaty of ConfVantinople, 
gave private orders to the generals of his army to 
keep clofe to that of the Latins ; and his troops^ in 
concert with thofe of Soiiman, cut in pieces the 
foldiers that ftraggled, either to feek provifions, or 
to go a foi*aging. 

The fultan did not rely Co entirely on the treaty 
he had juft made with the emperor, but that he 
thought at the fame time of procuring fuch fuccours 
as were njore to b^ depended on. For this purpofe 
he made application to the fultans of Antioch, 
Aleppo, Bagdat, and Perfia, all princes of his own 
nation, of the fame houfc, and intcrefted as neigh- 

^bours to prevent his ruin. Thefc princes itwnedi- 
ately levied vaft armies ; and if, on the one hand, 

•all France in a manner had paiied into the eaft with 
thofe of the crufade, it looked, on the other hand, 

*as if the greateft part of Aiia had taken up arms 
on this occalion. 

80 general and vaft an armament alarmed the 
caliph of Egypt, whofe empire extended into Syria, 
and as far as Laodicea. This prmce, an ii abian 
by dcfcent, and chief of the leflof Ati, fearing 
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leaft the Turcomans, who acknowledged the caKph 
of Baguat for their head in fpirituals, fhould, un- 
der pretence of oppoflng the Lttin ChriAian&<, turn 
rheir arins againft him, fent ambaSadors to the 
princes of the crufade, to propoie a league againft 
all ihe Turcomans. And as he was fenfible that the 
coDqueft of Jerufalem was the main view of the 
Chriftian army, it was i^ipulated bj a treaty, that 
he ihould declare himfelf againft their common 
enemies ; that each of them ftiould feparately at- 
tack the Turcomans v that the capital o^ Judea 
ihould, with all its dependencies, be put into the 
hands of the Latin Chrifti^ns ; that, for his part^ 
he (hould refume the po.fleffion o£ the ether placet 
vhich the Turcomans had taken from him ; and if 
they extended their conquefts to the territories of 
the enemy, they (heuld be divided equally betweca 
them ♦. 

'The chriftian princes having iGgoed this treaty, 
fent it back to the caliph by his ambaiTadors, toge- 
ther with others from themfelves, to afBft in their 
fiame at the ratification of it. 

Ikit the politick caliph, who was for regulating 
his conduA by events, detained the ambafiadors ac 
his court upon various pretences, to fee, before he 
declared himfelf more openly, on which fide the 
viAory would turn* 

By the treaty between the princes of the crufade 
and the emperor Alexis, they were obliged, as we 
have faid, to put into his hands all, fuch imperial 
towns as they ihould take from the infidels, or elfe 
to hold them ot him as his vaiTals : and the empe- 
ror, for his part, was to fend his troops to the main 
body of the army, and fupply the Latins with pro* 
vifions till the taking of Jerufalem. 

But as the Gre^k prince openly broke his word, 
the princes of the crufade thought themfelves di£> 

* Raymoad d*itKiI. 
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charged of iheir engagements. Thefe princes, af 
t^rthe taking of Nice, continued their march and 
their conquefts, dividing their troops for their,nior^ 
eafy fuhfirtence. Thbfe who commanded thcfe diP 
ferent bodies, feizcd oh moft'ofthe towns in Anal 
Colia. All Cilicia fell before them : Baldwin, bro- 
ther to Godfrey, madehimfelf mafter of the counJ 
ty of Edefla, the people whereof, though rubje<f^ 
tp the Fui'eomans, were moft of them Chrtflians ; 
and, to ftrengthen himfelf againft the infidels, he 
ftruck up an altiaace^wich an Armenian prince, and 
{married his niece. 



Da. 



21. 



The main army of the Latins advan- 



cing inito Syria, marched up to Aftiioch, 
and tnvefled it. There was in the city a compleat 
arniy for a garrifon ; and fever al bodies of Turks 
doming up to relieve the place, kept the Chr>ftians| 
theft) felves in a manner bcfieged. The fiegeof An- 
lioch at the end of fevehi'h months was fcarce far- 
ther advanced than it was <hc firft day;, and they 
ipo^ld have been ••bligcd to rife up, had it not been 
for the contrivance of 'Bdhemund, who "garned obc 
df the chief inhabitant^. By means of this Intclli- 
gente one of the gates ^was opened -to hi-m, and thii 
jf>riftce, tft the head df the troops v?<hich he vom*-. 
manded, firft entfered the pbce, and Manted his 
ftandards on the towers of Antibch. The princes 
«>f the ctu fade, m requital, granted him the fove- 
i'efgtt'iy of ir, and he pre ferved afterwards by h« 
valour, a principality that he had Acquired by his 
aaanagem-ent ; a prince yqiiBg and handfome, of a 
ready capaciiy and i-nfinijating behaviour, As great 
ft politician as he ^as k foldier, and of whom thi 
pfincefs AAfta, in the hiftory of hei' father t'hfifi 
empL'ror Alexis, fays ^ many good things, %nd at 
the iattte'time fo many bad ones ; boch pcrhajw be- 
caufe (be liked him too wtiL 

The 
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The taking of Aotiochy and a iignal 
vi£lory gained by Bohemund ovcrQuer- June 28# 
bouca, general of Berearuc, fulran of i^^S. 
Pcriia, and fon. of Gellalederi,. opened 
a free paffagc to the conqueft of Jerufalem. But 
the caliph of Egypt was beforehand vith the Chrir 
ilians. That infidel prince, taking advantage of 
the confiilion the Selgeuddians were in» took the 
fi<;ld, and rec;overed the; capital oi Judea, which the 
Turcomans had feized about thirty-eight years be* 
fore. 

The caliph of £^pt, feeing the Chriftians and 
Turcomans equally weakened by fuch a number of 
fi^ges and engage^^ms^ found his interefts had 
changed with. his fortune. He fent thtir ambafla- 
<iors back to the princes of the crufade* withoul 
thinking fit to ratify the treaty concluded with hif 
mioiilerc ; and charged the chriftian ambafTadors 
to tell their maders^ that having been happy enough 
to recover wlth.his own.fprces alone a place which 
his predcctflbr? w«re in poiTefSon of more than 
four hundred ycarP, he knew, very well how to 
keep it without any foreign fuccour : but the gatc« 
of it (hould be always open to chrifiian pilgrims^ 
provided ihey came thither but in fmall numbers, 
and without arms* 

The princes. of the crufade reC^nting this breach 
of fai;h, and giving tbemlelves little difturbance 
ahottt his power, fent him word, that with the fame 
keys with which they had opened the gates of Nicc^ 
Antioch, Tarfus, and Edeija, they knew how to 
open tbafe of Jerufalem ; And after rcfi efliing their 
troops during the winter feafon and part 
of rhe rpvipg, they marched ftraighi to Je- J 099. 
rufdkm, and anived there the (eventh of June 7. 
June, A.D. 1099. 

Of that infinite number of the crufade which fet 
out from Efirope, which amounted to near feven 
hundred thousand men^ the greateft part had eitlrer 

perifhcd 
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periftied in the field, were carried off fay (icknef^ 
or had deferlcd their colotirs, without reckoning 
the garrifons they were obliged to leave in Cilici^ 
the county of tdcffo, and principality of Antioch 
fo that there hardly remained twenty thoufand foo 
and fifteen hundred horfc fit for fcrvicc. 

The caliph, or rather Aiadin, fultan and genera! 
ef the caliph, had thrown forty thoufand regular 
troops into the place, befides twenty thoufand jcii 
habitants, Mahometans by religion, whom he had 
obPiged to take up arms. The governor of th^ 
city ihut up the Chriftians he fufpedted in differenl 
prifons^ and, among the reft, the adminiftrator ol 
the hofpital of St John of Jeriifalem* 

He was a Frenchman, and named Gerard, bornj 
ts fome hifiorians * relate, in the iilaud of Marti- 
gues in Provence, A defire of vifiting the holy 
places had brought him to Jerufalem, where feeing 
the charity exercifed in the hofpital of St. John, 
"and being moved with fo emioent an example^ he 
had devoted himfelf long before to the fervice of 
the pilgrims, at the fame time that Agnes, a Ro- 
man lady of illufirious birth, governed the houfc 
appointed for the reception of perfons of her fex. 

All pilgrims were admitted into the hofpital of 
St. John without difi:in£lion of Greek and Latin ; 
the very infidels received alms there ; and the in- 
habitants in general, of what religion foever they 
were, looked upon the adminijftrator of the hofpital 
as the common father of all the poor of the city. 

It was this general eileem, and the fear left he 
jhould make u(e of it in favour of the befleged, 
that induced the governor to have him taken into 
cuftody. That commander, to render the ficgc 
more difficult, caufed all the wells and cifterns fo^ 
five or fix miles round the city to be filled up : at 
the fame time he demolifhed the fuburbs, and burnt 

* Hifloire de P/ovence par Bouche, t. z. p. 32. 
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all fuch timber belonging to the boiifes as 
{Right ferve for making military engines. But all 
thcfc precautions, the fortifications of the place, 
and a numerous garrrfon>did not hinder the Chrifti- 
ans from fitting down before it. 

This city, one of the fined in the eaft, and ever 
famous for the myfterics of oiir redemption there- 
in accomplifhed, had undergone fcveral revoluii- 
ons. No body <:an be ignorant of all the horrors 
of the fiege laid to it by Titus Vefpafian, who, 
without any fuch dcfign, fulfilled the prophecies 
concerning it. The temple was ent-irely demolish- 
ed, even in fpite of the conqueror himfelf, Ihc 
emperor Adrian, aft^r deftroying it a fecond time, 
rebuilt it again ; but then he made it of lefs com* 
pafs, and changed its name into -^lia, becaute he 
himfclf was called JEWus, Jerufalem recovered its 
Dame and its former glory under Conftaotine the 
£rft chriftian emperor. Cofroes, grandfon of a- 
noiher Cofroes, kingofPcrfia, in the time of the 
emperor Phocas, laid'the Holy City again defolatc; 
thirty thoufand inhabitants were put to the (word^ 
and the famous church of St> Sepulchre was de- 
ftroycd. Heraclius, fucceflbr to Phocas, recover- 
ed Jerufalem, and caufed the churches to be re- 
built. About the middle of the feventh century it 
was taken, as we obfeived before, by the caliph 
Omar; and the Sarazen Mahometans had been 
maftcrs of it for near four hundred years, when the 
Turcomans drove them thence. The f'ultan of 
Egypt had retaken it during the fiege of Antioch. 
That which the princes of the crufade laid to it 
lafted only ^ve weeks. Godfrey of Bouillon threw 
himfelf firft into the city by means of a wooden 
tower which he clapped to the walls. The Count 
of Tholbufe, who commanded at another 
attack, had the fame advantage; the 10(^9. 
whole armycroudtd'into the place ; they July 15* 
jHit ?l\ that made any refiftancc to the 
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fword ; and not only (b^ but fuch as alfo threw 
down their arms. Above ten thoufand inhabitants^ 
who had been promifed quarter, were - niaffacred 
afterwards in cold blood ; infants were inhumanly 
butchered at the breaft, and in the arms of their 
mother; everything* fwam in blood, ami the 
conqueror?, tired at lad with flaughtcr, looked- OQ 
it thcmlielvcs with horror. 

This military rage ceafed at length, and gave 
way to more chriftian fentiments. The chieft^ias, 
after the neceflary precautions for the fecurity of 
their conqueft, laid ^ifide their arrps, and went 
barefoot, with their foldiers after them, to prof- 1 
trate themfclves before the holy fcpulcbre. No- 
thing was to be heard in that facred place but fighs ; 
and groans. 'Twas a moving fpeAacle indeed to I 
fee with what devotion thefe foldiers of the crufade 
Vifited and kiffed the memorials of our Saviour's I 
fufferings ; and, what is flill more furprizing, thcfe 
tears and fentiments of piety carae from thofe very I 
foldiers, who but a moment before had abandoned | 
themfelves to the mod ihocking cruelties: fo true i 
it is, that men are often Jed by principles entirely 
oppofite. * 

The next day the biihops and priefts offered the 
holy facrifice in the churches, to return. thanlcs to 
God for thei^r happy fuccefs. They gav.e immedi- 
ate advice of it to pope Pafchal II* who then filled 
the chair of St. Peter, and ordered the day of its 
redu^ion to be annually obfcrved as a folemn fefti* 
val for ever. - 

From the duties of religion, they paffed'next to 
the cares of government. The princes ^od lords 
afTembled to determine who fhould be invefted with 
the foveveignty of this conqueft. Every one, ac- 
cording to Ills inclination or interefts, propofed 

* ChrlAiaoi cum paganis quinto bello conferto, tanta in eo« caedc 
debacchaci funt, ut in fangiiine occiforum e^uitaiiot ufque ad genua 
t<{iioiixai. Sig. Gei&biac. p» 6jt. 
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different perfoas to fill that great dignity. Some 
named Raimond^ count of Tholoufe ; oihers Ro« 
berc Duke of Normaady; but at laf^ all their votes 
united in favour pf Godfrey of Bouillon, a prinre 
fttll more illuArious for his piety than for his iingu- 
lar valour. The heads of the crufade conduiitLd 
him in a folema manner to the church ot the holy 
fepuichre, in order to crown him there. i^uc 
vhils the ceremony of u^uguration was perform- 
ing* the jreligtbus prince refulld a crown of gold 
which they offered him, protefting loudly, that 
they fbould never fee fo magnificent a crown upon 
his head, in a place where the Saviour of the world 
was crowned w^th one of thorns. He likeways ah- 
foltttely refitfed the auguft name of King, and took 
only the fimfde title of Frote&or, or defender of 
the holy fepukhre*^ 

In the mean time, the caltph of Egypt's general, > 
knowing nothing af the taking of Jerufalem, v'as 
tnarchiBg at the head of hb army to raife the fiege ; 
bat Godfrey prevented him. He advanced to meet 
him, attacked him on the edge of the defarts which 
divide Faiefline from Egypt, and beat and routed^ 
his army. In acknowledgement, and for a memo* 
rialof this new viAory, he founded a chapter of 
Lutn canoos in the church of the holy fepulchre : 
he founded alfo another fometime after in the 
church of the temple, which ferved before for a» , 
moAjue to the infidels, and thefe canons in both 
churches followed the rule of Si. Augufline, as 
cardinal James de Vitri, bifhop of Acri, relates in 
bis hiftory, ♦ an author, who, in refpsft of th^ 
affairs of the eaft, ought to be regarded as the ori^' 
ginal hifforiai). . 

The prince vifited next the houfe of the hofpi* 
tallcrs of Sc* John, the firft which the Latin 
Chtifitansever had in the city of Jerufalem. He 
was received there by the pious Gerard, and th»- 

• Oh»p. 5#. 
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ochcr adminiftrators of the fame fraternity •- ancfi 
there he fouad a great number of the foldiers oft 
the crufade,, who had been wounded in the fiegd 
and carried thkher, after the taking of the place ;| 
all of them agreed in extolling the. great charity of 
the hofpitallers, who fpared no pains for their re- 

Thje cardinal de Vitri relates, that the bread of 
thcfe hofpitallers was made only of bran and the 
toarfeft fljwer, whilfk they refer vcd the fin eft parti 
ibr the fudenance of the fick and wounded ; a cir- 
cumftance indeed inconfiderable enough if any thing 
can be fo that proceeds from an eminent fund of 
charity. 

Several young, gentlemen, who had juft an hap- 
py experience of it; renounced all thoughts of re- 
turning into their own country, and devoted them- 
- lelves in the houfe of St. John to the fervice of the 
poor and pilgrims. Among the illuftrious perlbns 
of the crufadc;^ who took the habit of hofpitallers, 
were Raimond,, deputy of the province of Dauphi- 
jiy ; Dudon de Comps, of the fame province; 
,Gaftus or Caflus, of the ci:y of Berdeiz ; Canon 
de Montaigu, of the province of Auvergne, and ^ 
great number bc:iides. 

Though Godfrey by this means loft fomc gal- 
lant men who had done him great fervices, he 
could not but look upon their change with joy^ 
and perhaps with a pious emulation. But if the in- 
tereft and prefcrvation of Jcrufalem kept him ftill 
at the head of the army^ he would at Icaft contri- 
bute to the fuppurt of the houfeofSt. John, and 
therefore annexed to it the lordihip of Montboire, 
with all lis dependencies, which was formerly part 
of his own dcmefne in Brabant. 

Moft of the princes and lords of the crufade fol- 
lowed his example. Tire hofpltal was in a litde 
timp enriched with a great number of lands and 
manors, as well in Europe as in Pakftioe. This 

was 
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was the in bands of the pious Gerard, a facred truft 

and certain fund for the reliet-of ail the diftrefltd. 

'J be holy man was as yet only a mere 

fecvlar admiQiilrator ; but after ihc ta- Gerard 

king of Jerufalcm, thedcfirc of great- Rc£toi*» 

tr perfection induced him to propofe 

to the brothers and fifters of the hofpltal to take a 

rfgular habit, and dedicate their life in the hofpiral 

Co the fervicc of the poor and piigrims. 

The brothers and fift<:rs of the fraternity of hof- 
j^taHers, by his advkc and exa>mple, renounced 
the world, and took the ragular habit* <vhich ii a 
plain black robe, having a white linen crofs of eight 
points faftened to tt on the left ilde near the heart : 
And th«* patriarch of Jerufalem, after fir It clorh* 
ing them wkh it, received from them three folcmn 
vows of the order, which they made publick'y ac 
ilie foot of the holy fepulchre. 

Pope Pafehal 11. fome years after, confirmed 
this new inft-rrmion, (ximpted the houfc of Jeru- 
laleoi, -and fuch as were dependent on it, from the 
payment ot tithes, confirmed all endowments made 
or to be made in favour of the hofpltal, and grant- 
ed, by afpecial order, that after the death of Gc- 
Tird, the luifpipaiiers fho&ld have the fole riglu of 
ekftMg a new fupenor, witbout the intcrpj&tioa 
of any power, either fecuUr or eccleiii laical. 

In the mean time the foldrers of the crufade, ha« 
viog refozed the Holy City from flivery, mod of 
them prepared for tfaeir return to Europe. Of all 
that prodigious nutnber ihat fet out from thence;, 
and entered Ada, there ftaid only with G^dfre/ 
two thoafand foot and ihree hundred horfe that 
were attached to h\s fortune, befides the brave 
Tancred, who would never abandon him. Bald^ 
win, broti^ff to Godfrey, retired to iideffctin Me- 
fopocsmia, of which he had made Mmfelf maflrer^ 
wAace^ another brcfther of Godfrey's, returned . 
D 3 back 
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back to France ; and B jhcmund being made prince 
of Antioch, fixed iiis rcfldence there. > ' 

Every one of thcfc princes was attended with the 
lords, gentlemen^ officers and fotdiers, who had 
come to the Holy Land under their banner, and id 
order to keep thefe gallant gentlemen with them, 
they procured them confiderable fettlements in their 
territories, as a tcftimony and recompenfe of their 
valour ; and thefe feveral principalities may be faid 
to be all inhabited by a nation of conquerors. 

The reft of the crufade, whom the love of their 
country csdled back into Europe, returning home,, 
publiihed their conquefts, and the wonders God 
had vouchfafed to work by their arms. There is 
no expreffing the tranfport of the people, and the 
eSEc& this extraordinary news had upon their minds* 
Oi all the nations of Chriftendom, and oi all pro* 
feffions indifferently, there were forming continu- 
ally as it were new brigades of pilgrims, who quitted 
their all to have the iatisfa£tion of feeing the Holy 
City delivered from the tyranny of the infidels. 
They were entertained in the houfe of St. John, 
and found there a certain, and even an agreeable 
lubiiftence. 

1 his flux and reflux of pilgrims, all of whom 
carried back into their country teftimonies of the 
charity of the hofpitallers, occafioned them new 
benefaftions from moft of the princes 6f the weft ; 
fo that there was fcarce a province in Chriftendom, 
where the houfe of St. John had not large eftates, 
and very confiderable fettlements. 

Ic was not long before the pious Gerard caufed a 
magnificent temple to be erected in honour of St. 
John the Baptift, and in a place which, according 
to ancient tradition, had fcrved for a retreat to Za- 
charias^ father to that great faint. Near this church 
jifCTC built various apartments and vad buildings, 
fomc for the hofpitillers to dwell in, and others to 
eatcrtain the pilgrims^ and lodge the poor and 
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fick. The hofpitallers treated them all with equal 
charity ; they waihed wiih pleafure the feet of the 
pilgrims,, drefled the fores of the wounded, and at- 
tended the fick, whilft^he holy priefts belonging to 
the houfe adminiftred to them the facrameots of 
the church. 

The zeal of the hofpitallers was not confined 
mthin the city or territory of Jerufakm; the head 
aod fuperior of this growing fociety extended his 
cares even into the weft : Out oi the eftates, which 
he pofieiTed by the liberality of chriftian princes, 
he founded hofpitals in the principal maritime pro- 
vinces of £urape ; and thefe houfes, which were a 
fort of daughters to that of Jcrufalcm, and may be 
looked upon as the firft commanderies of this or- 
der, ferved to collcft the pilgrims in a body, who 
had devoted themfelves to the voyage of the Holy 
Land. Care was there taken for their embarkation j 
they found 1k\p^, guides and convoys ; at the fame 
time that- other care was taken of fuch as fell fick« 
and were not in a condition to continue fo long a 
voyage. 

Such were the houfes of St. Giles in Provence^ 
Sevil in Andalufia, of Tarento in Apulia, MefGna 
in Sicily, and abundance of others, which pope 
Pafchal II. took afterwards, like that of Jerufalem^ 
under the particular protection of the holy fee, and 
which his fucceflbrs honoured with vai*iou$ privi- 
leges. 

Whilft this new order was thus recommending 
itfelfnolefs in Europe than in A(ia, Godfrey of 
Bouillon, to reduce a confufed > military govern- 
ment to fome form and regularity, called a kind of 
affembly of the eftates of the kingdom, where he e« 
nafted new laws, the colle<Stion of which, common* 
ly called the affize of Jerufalem, was figued by that 
prince, and fealed with his coat of annsj and be- 
caufc this colleftion was lodged in the church of 
the holy fepulchre, it was generally called the wnt- 
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ings of the feoly feptikhre. The piince, after Carer 
, f© worehy of a iwercign, to«k ihc fitM agaan, and 
made himfetf mader ©€ Tiberias, and ihc other 
to«ms fimated oa rhe lake of Gewne&jttth^ ai^d of 
the greafeft part of Galilee, the government of 
WhJch he gave to Tancrcd. 

Godfrey woold ba^?c rcdoctd aill FalefUne, if a 

contagious ilclcnel^ had not ftopped the progreis of 

his arms. He died with the fame ientimcms of 

piety that had brought bi:ai to the Holy 

}ioo. Land; and by htsd^th the Sarasetis were 
uly 18^. rid of a formidable enemy, and the 
Chriftiaiw loft a SM^ble champion and 
great commatoder* He kft t\x^o brothers^ behind 
him, wtioie names were Euilaee and Baldwin; but 
as the eldeft wa<3 reim ned into imfope, the young* 
cri'^tlien coiint of Edefla, w$is fern few to fu^ceSl 
him ; Siod th^s prince^ before be went to Jeruf^kcn^ 
^e(igned that large tenutory co the count dtt Baorg 
his coulin. 

B<]^klwiQ afiumed the majedic t>itle of king., which 
Godfrey of Bouillon, out ot a fpirit of pietf, had 
re fuled to accept. Baldwin wa* not peihaps infe- 
rior (o hie brother in valour ; but kis couiage was 
not fupported by an e<iual capacity in the condind 
of an army. He wa« more a ioldier than a fi^eral, 
and not very fcrupu Ions in converfing with women; 
which lafl was the principa^l failing of this new fue^ 
ceflbr of David. 

This prince^ itho i« reckoined rbe firfiidngor Je* 
rufalem, was in war all his reign, and engaged witk 
various fucc-efs, often viAorious, (ometimcrs beaten, 
but never difcouraged from fighting. After a de- 
feat, he returned the next day to attack the iafidtfls, 
and never let ei^lier his own faldicrs or his enemies 
reft; he befieged and took Piolemais or Acre^ af«- 
mous city and harbour. 

During his reign the city of Tripoli in 

^^' Syria„ aftcra ficgeof fuur years, furrcH- 

dered 
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feed to Sourdain nephew to Raimond, count of 
Tholoufc, who delivered it up aftci-wards to Bsi:-^ 
trand, the count's natural Ton* The king on his 
ilde took Sidon and Berjtus-; and all the places a-* 
long the coaft yielded to the force of his arms, ex- 
cept Tyre alone, which he wasdefigning to befiege > 
when after a reign of eighteen years, a dy- 
fentuy^ occafioned by the fatigues of war, i f iS.- 
carric<yiiin to his grave. 

Baldwin du Bourg) or Baldwin 11. bis coufin, 
count of ildefia, fuCcceded him ii> the crown of Je« 
xufalem, as he had done before in that counry,^ 
which be reiigned likewiie in his turn to Jofceline 
de Courtenay bis kiufman. Baldwin, following the 
ftcps of the two princes his prcdecciTars, thought 
only of preferving by new conquers the crown* 
v^hich they had acquired for him«. Bui whilft thisi 
prince by his valour kept the infidels at a distance: 
from the capital of Judea, tiie hofpitallers 
loft the blefled Gerard, the father of the i]i8. 
poor amd pilgrinis. That virtuous man, af* 
fcr having arrived to an exceeding old age, expired 
in the arms of bis brethren, almofl without any 
ficknefs» and fell, as we may fay, like a fruit ripe 
for eternity. 

The hofpitallers ailcmbled after his death to chufc 
him a fucceilbr, purfuant to 

the bull of pope Pafchal II.. Raimond Duput^ 
There was no divifion upon iird* military Grand* 
the point ; all their votes u- mafter. 
nited in favour of brother 

Raitnond Dupuy, a gentleman of the province of 
Dauphiny> of an illuilrious houfe, which after fo 
many ages, is ftiil fubfiiling at this day under the 
name of Dupuy Montbrun. 

The blefTed Gerard, to engage the hofpitallers in 
the fervice of the poor and pilgrims, contented him- 
self with infpiring intc^ them (entiments of chanty 
aad humility. His fucceflbr thought it neceflary to 

enforce 

Digitized by N^WiJ VIC 



46 « IS TORT OF THE, 

enforce the diity by particular ftatutes ; and with 
tSe confeot of the whole chapterr drew them up in 
I'uch a manoer, that they fccmcd to have been made 
only to fe cure in thai holy lioufe a mare furc aad- 
ikr.£t obfervance of the folcmn vows of their pro- 
fciBon, 

The new mafter of the hofpttallers formed a dc- 
fign of adding tothefe and the duties of hofpitalicy,. 
an obligation to take up arms for the defenojeiof the 
holy places ; and he refolved to draw oat of his 
houfe a military body, and a fort af a perpetual 
crufade, who were to be fubjeft to the orders of the 
kings of Jerufalem, and to make a particular pro-: 
kSion of fighii©g agaioft tiie infidels* 

For the clearhig up of a fad fo important to the 
order whofe hillory we write, it muftihe obfcrvsed^. , 
that what was called at that time the kingdom of Je- 
rufaiem, confiiled only of that capital^ and fome o- 
ther cities, fcparatedfar the rooft part by places i^iU 
in pofrciS'i)n of the infideb, fo that the Latins 
could not pafs from one to the other withaut dan* 
ger, CM* a large guard. The country too abo«it thefis.. 
chridjan towns was flUl inhabited by- Mahometan 
peafants., whx> looldng on the Chriftians as enemies 
to their religion, afiaflinated and robbed thena, 
whenever they could &irpri2e them with advantage 
and without danger of difcovery. The Latins wsrc 
icarce more fecure in the boroughs and towns that 
were not wailed ; robbers entered them by night 
and cut the throats of the inhabitants ; and what 
was yet more grievous, this little flate was ftiil in a 
manner befieged on akl fides, either by the Turco- 
mans or by the Saraxerns of Egypt, two formidable 
powers, who, without a <ftmg in concert, had yet 
neither of them any otli^er view bur to drive the. 
ChriliVians out of Syria and Pakftrne. Thus were 
the Latins obliged to maintain an almoft coniinual 
war : and in the winter feafon, when the armies 
w«re noJonger able to keep dbe fitld, difierem par- 
lies 
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tics of infidels were perpetually harafiiiig the coun- 
try ; deftroying aU before theo) with fire and fword* 
maflacring the men, and carrying the women and 
children away into an odious flavery. . 

The mafter of the faorpiial, touched with ihefe 
calaoiittes, and Teeing himrelf at the head of a great 
body of ho/pltallers, formexi the moft ooble, and 
withal the inoft extraordinary dtfigo, that ever en* 
tered into the minil of a monk, tied down by hi« 
profcflion to the fervice of the poor and lick. 

God, who had infpired Raimond with this noble 
project, hail given him all the qualities proper to 
make it fucceed ; an illuftrioua birth^ exalted fen^ 
timents, large and extended viewsi and aa ardent 
Z£al, which made hiqn wiflt for an opportunity of 
facrificing his own life to fate that of a Chriftian, 

He was every moment reprefentiiig to himlelf the 
g*'cat number of the iohabitiints of Paleftinc furpnz^ 
^d and murdered by thie infidels, othef s of them 
groaning in irons, the women and virgins expofed 
to the brutality of robbers, and the debauches of 
thefe barbarians, yet more infuppor table than theit 
cruelties ; in a word, the Chridians in general, ei- 
ther to avoid torments, or to fave their life or ho- 
nour, expofed to. the temptation of renouncing Jc- 
fusChrift. Thefedifmal i^fleftions, and the de- 
fire of preferving to the Saviour of the world, the 
fouls which he had purcfaafed with his blood, con- 
tinually perplexed the maJfter of the hofpUal ; it waj 
the ordinary fubjeft of his meditations. He con- 
fultcd everyday at the foot of the altar the*' author 
^dinfpircr of this pious deiign. Preffed at laft by 
a particular call» he fummoned a chapter, and pro* 
poftd to his brethren of the order, to refume, as 
being foldiers of Jefus Chrift, the arms which moft 
of them had quitted to fcrve him in the perfon of 
the poor, and in the hoipital of i>t. John. 

Raimond owed his dignity merely to the luilre oi 
his virtues : his friai^ looked upon this propofal as 
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a new inftance of his zeal ; and though it appeared 
«ot very compatible with their firft engagement, and 
the fundlions of hofpitality, yet the laudable dc fire 
ef defending the holy places made them look over 
the difficulties that might arife in the erercife of 
two (6 different profcffions. The hofpitallers, moft 
.of them the companions or foldiers of Godfrey dc 
Bouillon, generoully refumed their arms with the 
patriarch's permiffion. However, they agreed ne« 
ver to make ufe of them but againfl the infidels ; 
and it was refolved, that without abandoning their 
firft engagements, or the care of fuch as were &k 
or in poverty, part of thefc monks ihould be ready 
to mount on horfeback whenever there was occafi- 
on, to oppofe the incuviions of the infidtls, Befides, 
the order was by this time rich and powerful e- 
nough to hire forces upon prefling occaHons : and 
it was afterwards by this fuccourthat they fupport- 
td with fo much bravery the tottering throne of the 
kings of Jerufalcm. 

Raimond, having brought his brethren of the or* 
der into his projt^, J5 faid to have diftributed the 
whole body of the hofpitallers into three cla&s. 
The firft confifting of gentlemen of birth, who for- 
merly held rank in the army ; thefe were appointed 
to bear arms. In the fecond clafs were the pricfts 
and chaplains, who," befides the ordinary functions 
of their charafter, either in the church or in atten- 
dance upon the fick, were hkewife obliged to fervc 
by turns as chaplains in the camp : and as to fuch 
as were" neither of noble families, nor ecclefiafticks, 
they were called freresfervans, i. e. fcrving hi others, 
from the office afllgned them by the knights, as well 
with regard to the iick as in the armyj and they 
were diftinguifhed afterwards by a coat of arms dif- 
fering in colour froip that of the knights. Not- 
withftanding this diftinftion, all thefe monks form- 
ed but one body, and fliared equally in mOll of the 
rights and piivileges of the order* ' * 
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As this new order multiplied cxcccdixjglf in a 
little lime, and mod of th^ young gentry flocked 
from different parts of Europe to enrol iheraielves 
under its banner, they made a new diftinftion ac- 
cording to the country and nation of each knight» 
and divided them into feven languages, viz. thcie of 
Provence, Auvergne, France, Italy, Arragon, 
Germany and England^ This divifion ts at this 
day ftill fubfifting in the fame manner, excepting 
that in the firft ages of the order, the priories, bai- 
liwicks and commanderixis were common to all the 
knights indifferently ; whereas thofe dignities have 
been fince annexed to each particular language and 
nation. The Englifh are no longer reckoned a- 
mong thefc languages, fince herefy has infefted that 
kingdom ; and to that of Arrngon they have added 
the languages of Ciftilc and Portugal. 

The regular habit confilled of a black robe with a 
poinccd mantle of the fame colour, upon which was 
fowcd a pointed cowl. This fort of garment was cal- 
led manteau a bee, and had upon the left fide a 
crofs of white linen with eight points ; a drefs which 
in thofe firfl; times, was, as well as the name of 
hofpitallers, common to all the monks of the rrder. 

But after thefe hofpitallers had takc:n upon them 
the military badge, perfons of high birth being out 
of an idle pun<Slilio ihy of entering into an order 
where they were blended with ferving brothers, 
Alexander IV. to remove this obllacle, thought fit 
to fettle a proper diilindlion between the lerving 
brothers and die knights. With this view, he or- 
dered, that for the- future none but the latter 
Ihould wear in the houfc the black mantle, and in 
the c.mi;) a fopra vefte, or coat ©f arms with a 
white crofs upon a red field like the arms upon the 
ftandard of the order, which are Gueulcs a la croix 
plcine d'argent ; and by a particular ilatute it was 
provided, that iUch knights, as (hould in battle de- 
. Vol. I. £ - fcrt 
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fcrt their rank and fly, (hould be depri red of the 
habit and crofs of the order. 

The form of government in this order fccms to 
have been at that time, as it is now, purely arifto* 
cratical. The fuprcme authority was vefted in the 
council, of which the maftcr of the hofpitallers 
was prefielent, and as (uch, he had two votes in cafe 
of a diviiion. This council had the management 
of the great cftatc« poflellcd by the Order both in 
Alia and Europe. 

To take care of thefc eflates, they fent thither 
feme old hofpitallers with the title of preceptors, 
urhofe commiiEon lafted only fo long as the maftcr 
and council thought fir ; fo that thefc preceptors 
were looked upon at that time only as fte wards and 
mere adminiftrators of part of the eftatc of the or- 
der, for which they were accountable to the trca* 
fury. 

*Twas from thefe funds, which- were every day 
improving by a wife oeconomy, that they ftirnilhcd 
the neceffiry fuccours for maintenance of the houfe 
of Jerufalem, and particularly for the charges of 
the war, and the pay of fuch fecular foliliers as the 
order took into their fervicc, 

Almoft all thefc revenues were remitted from 
the weft to Paleftinc, the preceptors referved bat a 
very fmall part for their own fubiiftence. Thofc 
true friars obferved the fame aufteriiy under the 
privileges of their commiflion as in the convent. 
'1 hey lived in a collegiate way, many together, and 
formed a fociety. Charity to the poor and pil- 
grims diftinguiflied irfelf as much in thefe particu- 
lar houfes, as in the head of tlie order, and in the 
hoipital of St. John. Their purity of life was no lefs 
remarkable than their difinterefted temper of not ap- 
propriating any thing to thcmfelvcs ; and after the 
order had taken up arms in the eaft againflr the Sara- 
zens and Turcoman?, the .hofpitallers, who were m 
<ke weft, and in the houfes of the order, to aft a- 

grecably 
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grccably to their proftffion, and difcharge the ob- 
ligations they lay under, never failed in their turn,' 
and purfuant to the orders they received from the 
m.ifter,*to repair either to the army of Palcftine, or 
to thofe that were fent againft the Moors in bpain, 
and afterwards againft the Albigcnfes in France. 
But none of them were ever known to engage in 
the wars raifed between Chriftian princes. A 
knight hofpitaller was only a foldier of Jefus Chrilt ; 
s^nd when the inicrefts of religion djd not oblige 
bim to take up arms, be was never feen employed 
but in the care of the poor and fick : this was the 
fpirit of the order, and the uniform practice of aU- 
the hofpitallers. 

Raimond Dapuy having got his defign approved 
by the patriarch of Jcrufalem, his natural fupcrior, 
and having received his bleffing, went at the head 
of his brethren, all armed, to offer their fervice to 
Baldwin du Bourg, the fecond king of Jerufaleni. 
That prince was agreeably furprized at it, and look- 
ed upon that body of gentlemen, as afuccour feiit 
him from heaven. 

'Tis aftonifhing that none of the hiftorians of 
that time take aoyvOOtice of the year in which thcfc 
hofpitallers had recourfe to arms, and that thofe 
writers have kept the fome filenqe with regard to 
their exploits, or at leaft have fpoken of them only 
by the by, and very fuperlicially. However, we 
learn from a bull of Pope Innocent II, bearing 
date A. D. 1 130, that they talked of nothing io all 
Europe but of the important fcrvices done the kings 
of Jcrufalem by the hofpitallers againft the infidels ; 
^hich fuppofes, that they hadhcen fome tin>e be- 
fore in arms : and yet there is no carryiiig the e- 
pocha we arc in fearch of higher than A. D. 1 1 18, 
when Raimond Dupuy w^is dignified with the ma- 
ftcrlhip of this new militia. 

The king of Jerufalcm had great need of this 
fuccourrhe was obliged to defend againft forini* 
E 2 d^bifi - 
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dablc enemies, as well his own kingdom^ as tl: 
counties of lidcffa and Tripoli which held of i 
without reckoning the principalify of Antiocl 
which was united in one common intereft with th 
crown of Jerufalem, though the princes of Antioc 
pretended to- be indeperdTrnt of it. 

The county of Kdeffk comprehended almoft a! 
Mefopotamia, and extended itfclf between the Ed 
phrates and the Tigris. Baldwin I. had made I 
conqucft of it, and, after his acccffion to the throni 
of Jerufalem, had refigned it to Baldwin du Bourj 
his coufin, who in like manner, upon his advance 
nient to the crown of Jerufalem, invtfted his kinf 
man Jofceline dc Courtenay with his county. Th< 
county of Tripoli comprehended feveral places fi- 
tuated along the fea of Phaenicia, from Maraclea 
as far as the river Adonis, * where began what was 
then called the kingdom of Jerufalem, which foon 
extended its frontiers as far as the defart which di- 
vides IVcftine from Egypt. Bertrand, fon of Rar- 
niond count of Tholoufe, was count of I ripoli ; 
and Bohemund If. prince of Antioch, had fucccd- 
ed the famous Bohemund his father, who died in 
Apulia on his return from France, where he bad 
married the princefs Conftance, daughter of Philip 
1. king of France. 

Bohemund 11. the iffue of this marriage was firft 
put under the gnardianfkip of the brave Tancred 
his coufin ; buc that prince dying foon after, the 
regency was conferred upon Roger, fon of Ri- 
chard, of the fame houfc, a prince of great valour, 
but ambicious, and who having the fovercign autho- 
rity only in truft, gave realon from his conduct to 
fufpeft, that he afpired to the principaliry jifelf. 

Whilft Roger, guardian to young Bo- 

II 19. hcmund, governed this great principality, 

Gafi, one of the Turcoman princes, Dol 

of Kuvin of the fame nation, king of Damafcus, 
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aad Debcis chief of a powerful t.iba among the 
AUbometan Arabians, joined their forces to drive 
all the Latin Chiiftians out of byria. Tbcfc infi- 
dels entered the terriiories of the principality at the 
head of a formidable army, carried fcveral fmall 
towns, and put all to fife and fword in the country. 
The regent, furprized at this invafion, fent immediac- 
ly to give advice of it to the king of Jcrufalem to Jo-* 
fceline de Courien^y, lord of Edeffiy and to^ Ponce 
count of 'J. ripo-li, and fucccfibr ta count Bertrand. 
All thefe princes fent him word, that they would 
siy^|nce without lofs of time to his fuccour^ Ro- 
g^r, in expe^aiion of their coming up, threw him- 
leUinio the city of Antioch with what troops he 
had) and at the lame time cauf^d the inhabiianrs to 
arm, The infidels> not carixig to engage in a ficge, 
Nvhich they forefaw muft be long and bloody, en-" 
dcavourcd to draw- tlic regent out of the town by 
iMv^ging the country. And accordingly Roger, 
who froai his palace faw.with anguifh the villages 
in a flame, could no longer govern his reftntmcnt, 
but (ranfpQrted with courage, lallied out of the ci- 
ty; and, contrary to thcadvicc of his principal of- 
ficers, advanced again (1 the enemy. His whole force 
was biH aoout fcvcti hundred horfc aind three thou- 
find foot; yet with this handful of troops, and, 
without fo much as confidfring the forces of his 
cncaiies he ventured to attack them. The Tur- 
comans to flatter his confidence gave way at firft, 
f^rigned a retreat, and drew him infcnfibly into an 
ambulcadc. Hd' then faw himlclf furrouncd in a 
moajieni ; a multitude. 01^ barbaiiiins fell upon him 
from all fides. In vain did the Chnili.in prince en-: 
deavour to Open himfelf a way through the fqua- 
drons of the infidels ; what effort foever he couid 
njakc, his troops, overwheloied with numbers, 
were cut in pieces, and the regent's precipitation 
coil him his life and the greatcft part of his little' 
army. 

E 3 The- 
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The viAorious infidils, flattering themfelves ilia< 
' they Ihould gain as eafy a triumph over the troopd 
which the king was bringing up, marched to furH 
prife him. They had no difficulty to meet with an 
enemy that fought them; both armies came in fight, 
even before their commanders txpcfted it ;' there 
ivas a neceffity of engaging. This was the firft oc 
cafion upon which the knights of St. Jojin fignali 
zed their zeal againft the infidels. The action was 
long and bloody ; they fought on- both fides with 
that averfion which is ufually feen between nations 
that are enemies, ?ind of different religions. Bald- 
win, a prince full of courage, at the head of his 
nobles, and followed by Raimond and the hofpital- 
lers, throws himfelf into the midft of the ihicke/l 
battalions ; he pufhes, prefTes, and breaks through 
every thing that oppofcs him. The foldiers, ani- 
mated by his example, follow the way that he had 
opened for them ; they enter fword in hand into 
thofe fbrinking battalions, and, in fpite of all re- 
iiftance, force them to feek for fafety in flying. In 
vain did the emirs ufe menaces to rally them, what- 
ever they could do, their whole force difbanded, 
and their terrified foldicrs (hewed manifcftly, that 
3n a rout they fear nothing but the enemy and 
death. 

The king of Jerufalcm entered viftorious into 
Antioch, where he regulated every thing that rela- 
ted to the defence of the place, and the civil go- 
Ternmenfj,' and leaving a ftronggarrifon in it, re- 
turned to Jerufalem, where he was received by his 
fubjedts with that applaufi^^ which always attends a 
favourable fortune. 

This prince thought of nothing now but enjoy* 
ing a little reft, as the moft- agreeable fruit of his 
vid^ory, when he heard that Jofceline de Courtcnayi 
count of Edeffi, had been furprifcd in an ambu- 

fcadc 
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fcadc by BaUc, one of the mod powerful 
emirs of the Turcomans, and was taken tl2T. 
prifoncr by that infidel prince. Baldwini 
for fear the emir fhould take advantage of Courte- 
Day's misfortune, and befiege Kdeffa, let out imme- 
diatly with what troops he had, made great marches 
crofled the Jordan, and advanced into the country. 
But going in pcrfon to reconnoitre the camp of the 
infidels, whether he was betrayed, or too much ex- 
pofed, he faw himfeif in a moment furrounded by 
a party fuperior to his guard ; which being cut in 
pieces before his face, he was obliged, with Galle- 
ran his coufin, to furrender himfeif to the enemy, 
and undergo the fame fate with the prince of 
Edtffa. 

It is impoiEble to exprefs the confternation of 
Baldwin's troops, when they heard of his captivity: 
a great number of the foldiers, as if the war had 
been at an end, or becaufe they defpaired of being 
able to refift the infidels, difbandcd ihemfelves. The 
hofpitallcrs, in conjundlion with what troops re- 
mained, unable to keep the field or flop the pro- 
grefs of the enemy, threw themfelves in'^to Edefla 
and other places of that county, which they pre- 
ferved for Courtenay. 

The caliph of Egypt, to make his advantage of 
the king of Jerufalem's misfortune, caufcd 
one of his generals to enter Judca on that 1123. 
fide next Afcalon : the general advanced 
to Jaffa, and invefled it by land, whilfl a fleet of 
the fame nation blocked up the place by fea. 

In fo melancholy .a juncture, it could not be ima- 
gined that the Latins could at one and the fame 
time make head againft the Turcomans and Sara- 
cens, who attacked them on diflFerent fides. The 
Saracens had formed the ficge of Jifi^a both by land 
and fea. Euftace Gamier, lord of Sydon or Scyde, 
aod Cefarca, and conftable of Paleftine, though in 
aa age far advanced, gathered a body of about fe- 

vcn 
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ven thoufaod men, which made ihc main forced of 
tint little ftatc, aad with what knights he could 
mufter in the houfc of Jeruralem, n^arched dircftly 
agaijnft the eiiemj. He made fach expeditioa, that he 
iurprifed them, forced their Hues, and cut in pieces 
all thofe that in thecoafufioa wecc uuabi^; to reco- 
ver their veflUs, their fleet having ftood off to fea, 
and failed tow.acds Alexandria. The Cliriflian ge- 
nefal, upon advice that the garrifon af Afcaloo 
was ravaging the countryr without allowing his fol- 
diers any time to reft, ltd them immediately up thi- 
ther. He found part of the foldicrs of the garri- 
fon difperfed and bufy in pillagiag. The conftablc, 
at the head of his troops* fell upon thefe pillagers, 
who were ofF their guard, killed all that endeavour- 
ed to rally, took a great ouixtber of prifoaers, and 
none efcaped buc-a few ifhai were foiftuuate' CfiOugK 
to get back into Afcalon. 

Thefe two victories were foon followed by a third, 
and by. a new difafter for the Saracens. We have 
obfcrved that their flaips, upon the. defeat of their 
land army, had fet fait. Thefe fliips in their re- 
tifcat, as they were failing oiF the coaft of Afcalon, 
fell ip with a fleet of Venetians, coraaaandcd by the 
noble Henry Michieli, duke or doge of Venice, 
viho^ after an obfttoate engagement, funk part of 
them, and made himfelf mallef of tlK reft. 

William des Barircs, lord of Tiberias, had juft 
fucceeded. count Gaunier, who died duciug this ex- 
pedition, in the command of the laoid army. The 
new general fcnt to congratulate the doge of Venice 
upoa ike happy fuccefs of kis arms*, and propofcd 
aa interview. The Vcnctiaa fleet entered into the 
port of Jaffa ; others fay into that of Acre or Pto- 
lemais. The duke was received there with ail tlic 
honours and marks of acknowledgement, that were 
due to fo important a victory. Tkey loaded his 
chief officers with prefents i the fleet raceived. re- 
frefhment^ and proviiLozis in akundance, and the 

duke 
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duke went to pay his devotions at Jerufalem, where 
he pafTcd the Chriftmas. The patriarch of that 
city, Dcfbarres, and the principal lords of the 
country, laying hold of the opportunity, while he 
was thus pioufly difpofed, made a propofal to Mi- 
chieli, of blocking up the port of Tyre with hh 
fleet, while' the land army befieged the place. The 
cnterprize was great and very difBcuk to be execu- 
ted , yet Dcfb,ii*res made him icnfible of the icn* 
portance and ufe fulncfs of his projeft. 

But as the Venetian was not to be fatisfied whK 
a barren glory, and aggravated the charges of the 
cn»e5pnze, he declared, that if the fuccefs of their 
arms was favourAblc, he infifted on fharing the con- 
quefl with the king of Jerulalem, and to have a 
moieiy of it in entire fovereignty. He did not fticlc 
here ; but as he knew they could not do without 
his fleet, he demanded for the Venetians a churchy 
aftrect, a common oven *, baths, and a particular 
exercife of jurifdi6lion in Jerufalem, and in all the- 
towns depending on that kingdom. This was in a- 
manner to fhare the fovereignty of it : but as after 
all it was of the laft confequence to the Cbiiftians 
of Paleitinc to drive the infidels out of Tyre, and 
there was no doing without a 3eet for a ficge of that 
iniportancc, they agreed, after feveral conferences, 
that the Venetians ftiould have a third part of the 
city. They even complied with moft of the other 
conditions, hard a'nd extraordinary as they were, 
and ligned a treaty, which would have betn fcanda- 
lous if it had not been in a manner n^ceflary. ^ A* 
niong the names of the prelates and principal lords- 
of the kingdom which fubfcribcd the treaty, we do- 
not find that of Raimond I>upuy ; whether he ftaid 
^ Edefl* for defence of the county, or did not care 
to fubl'cribe a treaty which entrenched on tlie fove*> 

* Four hjttal Ci^nldei a cooimon oven for al! the inbabitaots of the- 
jwifdiftion w herein it (lands, Cotgravc, 
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reignry of ihe king. However this be, the treatj 
was no fooner figoed than every thing was in motion, 
The flfet on one lidc, and the land army on ih< 
other, came before Tyre, and begirt the place cloft 
They opened the trenches, the ficge was lonj 
and blcjoJy, and the hofpitallers acquired a greaj 
deal of glory in different attacks ; in fine, the bc^ 
fieged prefl^d at the fame time by Tea and land, and 
feeing no hope of fuccours, defirtd to qapitulate. 
The conditions were agreed on, and th< 
1 124. treaty executtfd punAuiiliy on both fides, 
July 30. as was alfo that with the Venetians ; and 
in concert with their doge, they jfia- 
blilhed afterwards in the city an archbifhop, named 
William, by nation an Englilhnian, and prior oi 
the holy fe|)ulchre, who was coofecrated by Guari- 
mond, patriarch of Jcrufalem. 

During the ficge of Tyre, Jofceline de Courtenay* 
efcaping out of Balac'^ ptifon, came back to his do- 
minions, nlu(^ered up all the Force he could, brought 
a fmail body of an army into the field, marched 
againd his eaemy, gave him battle, and killed hloa \ 
with his own haivcl. This viftory, and the emir's 
death, were the occafion of the king of Jerufalem's 
liberty *. Balac's widow, cither affedted with tbc 
merit of her prifoaer^ or afraid that he ihould 
o^ake his efcape, and 0ie loCe his ranfom, made a 
truce With him, and fixed a price for his liberty. 
Baldwin agreed* to p9y her an hundred thoufand 
pieces of filvcr moneys of what they called Michc- 
lins : he paid half of it down* and for the refi be 
gave h?r in hoftiige one of the princcfles bU ^ugh- 
t^rs, that was fivq years old.. 

This prince'^' retuj-n into h»» dominiQus brought 

joy, and. afterwards plenty thitiier. Bald* 

LXZ4» win, convinced that the true riches of a h- 

vcrcign conlids in the wealth of his fubjtft?> 

• »Win. Tyr. 1. 13. c.a«^. 
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publ!(hed a general fafe conduft for all perfons, of 
what religion and party focver thcy^ were, that 
fliould bring corn and merchandife into his pons, 
with an ciemption from all cufloms. This liberty 
drew thither merchants from alj nations, re*e(la- 
blifhed commerce, and rendered this prince at the 
fame time more powerful and formidable to his 
Deighbours. 

Horfequin and Doldckuvin, thofe two Turcoman 
princes, always raging againft the Chriftians, made 
frcfti incurfions into the principality of Antioch. 
That ftate, though a fovcreign one, was, during the 
minority of young Bohcmund, under the protection 
of the king of Jcrufalem. Baldwin, on the firft 
news of thir enterprifc of the infidels, took the field, 
and marched with fo much fecrecy and expedition, 
that he furprifed the cn^my, forced their camp, and 
took fo great a number of prifoners, that their ran- 
fom icrved to redeem the princefs his daughter, 
whom he had given in hoftage to Balac's widow. 
From Syria he marched b-ick into Palefline, where 
be repreffed the incurfions ^f the garrifon of Afca- 
lon, which railed contributions as far as the gates 
of Jaffa. 

1 his prince opened the following campaigne with 
anew vidtory, which -he gained over Doldekuvin. 
It was followed by the taking of Kapha, a ftrong 
place in the county of Tiipoii. The hofpitallers 
attended the king in all thefe expeditions, but no 
body acq^uired more glory than Fulk, count of An- 
jou, one of the greateffc foldiers of the age. The 
pilgrimage of Jerufalem, fo ufual at that time, had 
brought him into the Holy L'^nd : he was fon of 
Fulk, furnamed le Rechin, or the ill-humoured, 
and of. Bertrade de Monfort, afterwards wife or 
coneubine to Philip I king of France. 

This Fulk had married Eremhurge, only daugh- 
ter of Hclic count of Maine, by whom he had two 
fons and two daughters. The count aud cauntefs 

lived 
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lived very happily together, till death parted thcrti. 
The couQtcfs died, and the Earl, full of grief for 
her lofs, travelled to the Holy Land, where for a 
year he maintained an hundred knights at his own 
cxpence. This prince, at their head, lignalized 
hicnfelf on various occafions againft the infidels* 
Time having wrought its ordinary cffcOi upon grief, 
and the term he bad fixed for his pilgrimage being 
expired, he was fcized with an impatience of return- 
ing into his own dominions. King Baldwin, who 
had been wltnefs of his valour, could not fee him 
in this difpofition without great concern ; and there- 
fore to keep him if poffible, and engage Jiim more 
particularly in the defence of the Holy Land, he 
offered him the princefs Melefinda his eldeft daugh- 
ter in marriage, with the promife of appointing him 
his fucceffor, and making him be acknowledged as 
fuch ; and to leave him no manner of uneaiinefs 
on account of the princcfs Alice his fecond daugh- 
ter, he married her to young Bohemund prince of 
Antioch, Fulk accepted the king*s propofal with 
great faisfaftion ; but the care he owed to his chil- 
dren obliged him before he married to take 
1126-, a voyage into France. He fet out fome 
time afterwards, leaving the king and all 

^his court in much grief for his abferce, and impa- 
tient of his return. The departure of this prince 
was luckily recompenfed by a new and un- 
1 128. expcfted fuccour, which a zeal like that of 
the h«rpitallers produced in favour of the 
pilgrims and Chriftians of Paleftinc. 

Hugh de Payens, Geoffiey de Si. Aldemar, and 
feven other gentlemen, all Frenchmen, whofe names 
are not prclerved in hiftcry, moved With the dan- 
gers to which pilgrims were cxpofed in going to Je- 
rufalem and coming from it, formed among them 
a Ihtle focicty, to^lerve as a guard to conduft and 
bring them back afterwards beyond the defiles of 

^ the mountains and the paiTagcs of greateft danger. 
I It 
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It was at firft only a mccr ailbciation of tome pri- 
vate perfons, who, without obliging themfelvcs to 
any rule, or taking the monaftic habit, went to meet 
the pilgrims, when they were requefted to do fo* 
Brompton *, an hiftorian almoft cot^mporary with 
them, relates, that in his time thefe gentlemen were 
fuppofed to be pupils of the hofpitaliers, and to 
have fubfifted fevcral years only by relief frtjja them. 
They retired into an houfe near the templ?ji'?wbicli 
occafioned their having afterwards the name of 
Templars, or knights of the temple t» The king 
of Jerufalcm having made choice of % Hugh dt 
Payens to fend him to Rome to folicit for fuccour» 
and if poflible a new crufade ; this pious getitleman^ 
after acquitting himfelf worthily of his commifiioa 
to Pope Houorius II. who was then in the chair 
of JSt. Peter, prefented his aflbciates to him, enter* 
taincd him with their zeal for the fccurity of pil- 
grims, and defired his permiilion to form a religious 
and military order, in imitation of that of the hof- 
pitalltrs. 

The fovereign pontiff referred them to the fa- 
thers of the council which was then fitting at Troyes 
in Champagne. Hugh and his companions went 
thither, and he that fpoke in their name laid before 
the affembly their vocation, and the project they 
W formed of taking a religious habit, and found- 
ing a military order, which fhotild devote itfclf to 
the defence of the Holy Land, and of the pilgrims 
who (hould travel thither, 1 he fathers approved 
the holy undertaking, and referred the care of pre* 
fcribing a rule and form of regular habit for this 
infant order tol5f. Bernard, who was prefeni at the 
council. We have the rule ftill remaining, or at 
i^aft an cxuaA of ir, in which« among other artV 

• Chronic. Joan. Srompton. hift. Ang/fcrip, p. IC9S. EJit, 

"t SccGuil. Tyr. liiS 1. 1. U- c ll. p. 891. 

t J Jac^Vitt. c. 64, 
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clcs, St. Bernard ordered them, indead of prayers 
and offices, to fay over every day a certain aumba 
of pater nofters ; which would make ooc unaginej 
that thefe warriors at that time knew not how tc 
read. Another {latute requires, that they (bould 
not eat fle(h above three days in a week ; bw ther 
it allows them thr^e diihes on days of ab!>inence. 
The holy abbot, with. regard to their miliury fer- 
vice, declared, that each tcmjplar might have one 
enquire, or ferving brother at anfts, and three fad« 
die horfes * : but he forbade all gilding and fuper* 
flpous ornaments in their equipage. He ordered 
that their habUs ihould be whke, aad as a mark of 
their profeffion, pc^ Eugenius III. added afters 
wards a red crofs pLiced over the heart. 

Uugh and h^ companioas having obtained the 
councifs approbation, returned to Rome to get 
^oth the rule of their order, and the ordi^r itfeif» 
cftablifhed by the pope's authority ;. which being 
cftuftcd, they prepared to return to the eaft ; buti 
befo^ tieir departure, a great number of gentle- 
meit of the beft families in France, Germany, and 
Italy, prefented themfelves to eater into their order. 
Hugh, who was the head of it^ gave them the reli- 
' gious habit, which he had taken himfelf, and with 
this fine body of youth he arrived in PaleAine. 
This new militia increafed confiderably in a fliort. 
time ; princes of fovereign houfes, and lords of the 
mod illuflrious families in Chriftendom, were eager 
tQ fight under the habit and banner of the templars* 
Out of a falfe picety and j|un£lilio, which fcarcc 
ever leaves great men, even, at their devotions, this 
profeffion, which w|is altogetlier military, was often 
preferred to th^ troublefom^ and humbling kx* 
vices which the hofpitallers, though fokiiersi ren- 
^dered to the poor and iick. Thefe princes and 

* Solum «tttem trml|6rani fingulis mlHtlbtts eadem caufa conce- 
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lords; entering into the order of the templars^, 
brought immenfe riches to it ; bcfides, the VC17 fame 
of their exploits procured them vaft benefai^ions ; 
aod BromptODy whom we have juft mentioned, 
adds, that this growing fociety, this, daughter of 
the houfe of St. John, became in a ihort time i'o 
rich and powerful, that the daughter, fays he, 
eclipfed her mother, and looked as if fhe would 
bury her in obfcuriiy*. But whether that which 
this ancient htftorian advances be true or not, ft 
muft be owned, that the two orders were the fureft 
fupports of Jerufalem ; that Baldwin and the kings 
his focceflbrs, as we fhall fee hereafter, never un- 
dertook any thing confiderable without the afiift- 
aoceof their arms ; that the fuperiors too of the 
€Fder had often a great ihare in the government ; 
fothat to relate the various events of that monar- 
chy, is in a manner to write the hiftoiy of thefe 
tfro orders. 

The king, though' he had hot futceeded in his ^ 
Ajiplication for a eruiade, yet faw with pleafure, in- 
ftead of it, thefe recruits, as it were, of gentry and 
nobility arriving every day from Europe to- enrol . 
ihemfelves in one or other of thefe orders ; but no- 
thing gave him more fatisfa^ion than the return of 
*kc count Qf Anjou,, who having provided for the^ 
fetvlement of his children, and appointed their 
iK>rttens, came back into theeail at the bead of a 
Jfcat bo«)y of gcntltrmen his vaffals, married the 
priilcefs Melefinda, the king's eldtll: daughter, and 
was jointly with her acknowledged prtfuniptive heir " 
^ the crown. 

Whilft the court was^entirtly taken up with fcafl^ 
SLRd diverfions, the king received with great furprile 

* Hi namque, fecundum quofdam, ex infitnb hofpitaliorum con* 
fi'^gats, et ex relicjuUs eorum, ex cibis et arm s fu'^entati, adtantsm ' 
rerum opulentiam devenerunt^ ut filia ditata macr.-m fuPbcare et (u- 
cigredi Tideretttr. Chronicon Joan. Brodiptonf hift. Angl. fcript. 
p' looS. Ed. Lond. 1652. 
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and concern the news of young Bohemund his other 
/bo-in-law's being killed in an engagement againfb 
the infidels ; and that there was reafon to fear, the 
capital of the principality, now left without a fove- 
xeign, would be befieged by thcfe barbarians. Bo- 
hemuad left no other ifiue of his marriage with 
Alice but an infant princefs named Conflance. 

The king her grandfather fet out \vith all expe* 
dicion to take upon htm the regency of her domi- 
nions ; but upon his arrival at Antioch, be was fur- 
prifed to find the gates (hut, and efpectally when 
he heard^ that it was by the order of the princefs 
dowager bis own daughter. This haughty and am* 
bitious princefs, vexed and jealous that her father 
bad difpofed-of the crown of Jerufalem entirely to 
her fiAer, without giving her any (hare of it, was 
refolved to e(lablrih her own authority in the city 
of Antioch, as mother and guardian of young 
•Con (lance, and. perhaps to feize upon the principa- 
lity, in order to marry again afterwards with great- 
er advantage to herfelf, and to the prejudice of her 
daughter. But the moft dircerning of the inhabi- 
tants, knowing the need they had of the king's af- 
ilftance againft the continual invaiions of the Tur- 
comans» fecretly, without the knowledge of the prin- 
cefs dowager, introduced rhe king her father by 
night into the place*. Baldwin exerted his 
1 131. authority there, put a governor into the 
place whofe fidelity he was well aflured of, 
obliged the princefs dowager, though his daughter, 
to depart thence and retire to Laodicea, which was 
affigned her for her dowry, and fettling every thing 
in good order in the principality, returned to his 
own dominions. 

Scarce was he arrived at Jerufalem but he was 
feized with a violent iilnefs, occafioned tn all ap- 
pearance by the ve;xaiion which his daughter's am- 

f WXl, Tyr. 1. J 5. 
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bitious defigns gnvehrtft ; and being fenfible that he 
vas Dear his end, he again declared the count of 
Anjcfti, and the prrftcdfs Meleftttda his eldcft daugh- 
ter, for his fucceffors in the throne of Jerufalem. 
He recommended to them the intercfts of young 
Con*ftance, and the prefervfition of her principality, 
vbich fcrvcd for a bulwark 10 the kingdom of je- 
rufalem on that fide next Syria. This prince expi- 
red prefently after, and the real grief and fincerc 
tears of his fubjefts, flietvtd ihe greatnefs as well 
of the affeftion they bore him, as of the lols they 
kad fuffcrd by hfs de&th. 

The caunt and coantefs o'f Anjou were crowned 
whh great folemnity, and received letters afterwards 
from pope Innocent li. who having congratulated 
tbetft on their acceffion to the crown, exhorted 
tliea in the moft moving tertus, to take all poffible 
tire for the defence of the Holy Land, and the 
piefervation of a ftate of fuch confequence to all 
Chtiftendcrrti. The holy pontiff who well knew 
thac 'the bofpirallers Were the ftrongcft fuppori of 
the throne of JeiTifalem, had publi(hcd a little be- 
fofc abufl, in form of a cot)ftiiucion, addrefled to 
the archbilbops, bifliops, *nd all the prelates of the 
thuTch univerfal ; wherein, among other articles, 
*fter an cncom'ium on the charity exercifcd by the 
tofpitallers, at their own expence. tolvards the fick 
«nd pilgrims, he piffes to the important fcrvicts 
^hich thty had rendered to Chiiftianity by their 
arms: ** The hoipitallers, fays the pope, make ro 
'* difficulty to expofc daily their OWn lives to defend 
** thofe ot their brethren ; they are the firmed fup- 
** port of the chriftian church in the eaft, and arc 
** fighting every day with diftinguilhed courage a- 
** gainft the infidtls. But as their fubftance is not 
" fnfficient to maintain an almoft continual war, 
** we exhort you to (upply them out of your abun- 
" dance, and recommend tliem to the charity of 
*' the people committed to your paftoral care. 
F 3 *' Moicovrr, 
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** Moreover, we declare unto you, that we have 
•* taken the houfe of the hofpitallers of St. John, 
** and the whole order, into St. Peter's and our 
** own prottdlion." 

But this protection, and the fpecial privileges 
which this pope and iiis predeceilbrs had granted to 
the hofpitallers, raifed atttfrwards the jealoufy and 
complaints of moft of the bifliops of Paleftine^ who 
could not bear that the holy fee (hould exempt thcfe 
monks from their jurifdiC^ion, and that the popes 
fhould declare themfdvcs the only immediate bi- 
fhops of the whole order. We fliall have occafioa 
afterwards to fpeak of thefe differences, which made 
fo much noife at th€ court of Kome» and all over 
the church, 

* Scarce were king Baldwin's' eyes clofed, when 
two different confpiracies were formed in ^ntioch 
againft the rights of the minor princefs, which had 
like to have kindled a civil war between the Latin 
princes of the eaft. The dowager of Antioch, like 
moft fovereigns, who feem to think they have no 
telationf, and as unnatural a mother as ihe bad 
been an ungrateful daughter, no fooner faw the 
■king her father in the grave, than {he was contri- 
ving continually, to the prejudice of her own child, 
how to make herfelf miftrefs of the principality. 
Ponce, count of* Tripoli, and the yOung Courtenay, 
who had jufl fucceeded count Jofceline his father, 
fecretly elpnufed her intereffs ; and a great number 
of the inhabitants of Antioch engaged to let the 
troops of thofc two princes into the city. 

Unknown to this firft party, was formed another 
cabal, not lefs dangerous. Roger, duke and after- 
wards king of Sicily, coufin to the young princefs, 
and of the fame houfe, either pretending that the 
principality of Antioch was a male fief, or, after 
the example of ambicious prince^* 'believing all 

• WiU Tyr. 1. 14. c. 4* 
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means juft and lawful that lead to a throne, endea- 
voured to fupplant the minor princefs. He had his 
partifans in the city ; and tbefe diff*erent plots were 
carrying on with great artifice and fecrecy. But 
fome of the inhabitants, who entered into neither 
of the fchemes, difcovered this double confpiracy ; 
they gave immediate advice of it to the governor 
placed there by Baldwin before his death. This 
commander^ though fupported by the garrifon, did 
not find himfelf ftrong enough to cope with the 
numerous inhabitants of fb great a city: he difpatch* 
cd therefore courier after courier to the king of 
Jciufalem, pr effing him to come immediately in per- 
foQ to Antioch, if he would prefervethe principal' 
lity to the heirefs. 

Fulk, upon the receipt of this bad news, fet out - 
immediately with as many knights as he could find 
m a condition to follow him, and was accomp>anied 
by Anfelin de Brie, and brother Joubcrt an hofpi- 
tailer, who fhared his favour, and were admitted to 
the moft intimate corrcfpondcnce and familiarity 
with him. To go to Aniioch by land, the king of 
Jcrufalem was obliged to pafs through the teiriiory 
of the count of Tripoli his vafl^al ; but this count, 
and that of hdefla, at the head or their troops, op- 
pofed his pafl"age. The king feeing a rebellion fo 
openly declared, concluded that there was a ftrong 
party formed again fl his niece, and that the Tafety 
of the young princefs depended upon his getting 
the ftart of the princes, and arriving firft at An- 
tioch. But as he had not troops enough with hina 
^0 open himfelf a paflage fword in hand, he made 
a feint of giving way to £orce, turned back again, 
and, to blind their ipies, caufcd his guard to take 
*e road of Jerufakm, as if he. had been in the 
Daidft of that body of cavalry But he withdrew 
privately from them, and, in the. night, attended 
Only with his two favourites, reached the fea coaft, 
Embarked in a fmall vefiel> and arrived at the mouth 

of 
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of tlVc river Orontes, and in the port of St. Simeon, 
whhin five leagues of Antioch : from tliente he 
went y\hh great privacy to the gates of the city, and 
Was let in by the governor and his adherents. 

Thfs prince, full of fpirit and courage, foon madt 
them fenfible of his authority ; his "prefence and re- 
folurion terrified the confpirators ; he imprifoned 
the mo ft mutinous, and, to prevent foch attempts 
for the future, refolved, in concert with the patri- 
arch and moft confiderable lords of the principality, 
to marry the young princtfs out of hand, though 
flie was not yet of an age for marriage, and lO 
chufe her fuch a prince as might ferve lor a tutor 
and a fifthcr to her, and be capable of defending 
her dominions. 

The princefs of Antioch's inheritance was too 
(plendid a fortune to fear i*he fhould fail of an huf- 
band ; but thefiiuation of her dominions, furrotmd- 
cd on all fides by inlidels, required a prince of erfii- 
nent capacity and courage, that COijld keep the fc- 
ditious in their duty, and at tlie fame time makrc 
liead againft the continual incurfioiis of the infidels. 

The king of Jerufalem caft his eyes on Raimond, 
lirother to William the laft count of Poidliers aii^ 
Auvergne, and duke of Aquitain, a prince of great 
courage, and who had given diftinguifhing proofs 
of it in all the wars wherein he had been engaged. 
They had feveral quarrels whilft I'^ulk wars iti 
Europe, but that king generoufly 'facrificed his re- 
fcntment to the intereftsof his niece, and the COutit's 
bravery and merit made him eafity forget their for- 
mer ditputcs. 

The patriarch and moft confiderable lords of ihc 
principality approving the king's choice, that prince 
pitched upon Joubert the horpitailef for this nego- 
tiation. He was very wcU qualified for it by the 
wifdom of his conduft, Which raifcd him afterwards 
to the firft dignity of his order. This hofpitaller 
embarked immediately, paiTcd into France, and 
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from chence to London, to the court of Henry I. 
king of England, where he heard the count of 
Poiftiers, who was related to that prince, was gone. 
The ambafiador faw the count, and perfuaded him^ 
as \rcll by motives drawn frona religion as- by the 
important oiFcr he made him, to pafs into Syria. 
The prince and the ambaffador left EnglancK arri- 
ved in France, and went down into Provence to 
embark. The fuccefs of this great affair depended 
entirely upon fecrefy, and upon getting the ftart of 
a mighty armament, which Roger duke of Calabria, 
afterwards king of Sicily, was fending into Syria, 
to fupport his adherents. Unluckily for the count 
and the ambaflador, there were not in all the ports 
of Provence any vefiels bound for the eaft, and they 
l^eard with great concern that there was no way of 
embarking but on board the very fleet of Rt^cr, 
Whatever precaution the ambaflador had taken to 
conceal his commiflion and defigns^ that duke had 
notice, that the count and ambaflador were endea- 
vpuring to procure a pafiage into the eaft, and had 
mucd orders for arreftihg them, if they were found 
in any of his ports. His fpies, that were planted 
in every quarter, examined very ftriftly all that of- 
icred themfelves for paflcngei-s : Yet the hofphaller 
^as too cunnmg for them ; the count and he part- 
«<i in difguife, went into Calabria, and were recei^ 
^cd as merchants on board two different {hips that 
^erc ready to fail. The(e were Roger's own vcflcls, 
and they carried both the count and ambaflador in- 
*o the neareft port to the town of Antioch. The 
patriarch, a few days after, married the count to 
»nc young princefs in the king's prefence,. and in a 
pt^eral aflembly of the eftates, the count was fo- 
'cmnly acknowledged prince of Antioch, and the 
^cat men of the principality took the ufual oath 
^^ fidelity to him. 

out whilft Fulk was thus taken up with fecuring 
^^ CQunt's authority, the trontieri of Iris own king*. 
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dom w^re ravaged by various incurfion^ of lie Ar^^ 
hi an? and Saracens of Afcalon. This city, with re- 
gard to ihc Saracens of Egypt, was the kj^y as it 
wer^ Of P ileftine. The caliphs had neglcdcd none 
of tbc fortifications then in ufc, and befides af nu- 
•meraus gadrrifon which dhey niaintatned there, and 
'Changed every thr^e months, th^fe princesv to en- 
gage the inhabitants in defence of the place, allow- 
ed them all pay, not excepting their very children, 
if ^aulesj who became entitled to it Vks foon as they 
were born ; fo that all were foldicfs at Afcalon, and 
•hey hardly knew any other profeffion. It ferved 
the Saracens of Egypt for a fchool, where their 
young men learned the art of war ^, they were eve- 
ryday out in parties, and lying in amboicade to 
&r,prire the coomry ^eopSe^ and even the weftcrn 
«pi|grftns, who, lafidiiig at Jaffa, travelled from 
thence to Jerufaletu* 

'Qaeen Mcle&ida, whom the Icing, daring his sb- 
4knc€f iKid left 'regent of the fciogdom, held ieveral 
^councils upon ihis occafion ; and after fj^veral me- 
^thods propoied for reprefiing the inroads of tfae in- 
ifidels, none was foaod fo propor^as to rebuild the 
^aUs of the old cityof Beeriheba. This pk^re, am- 
ciiently of the tribe of Simeon, is but two leagues 
-from the monntains of Seir, whjcji fcparate the 
•landiof pnomife from Aitabia Pena^a, and (is leagues 
ifrom Afcalon. It was refoked, after fortifying it, 
Always to maintain there a {landing body of troops, 
abk to make head^ againil oh« inroads of the Ara- 
bians, and the parties which i'aUied freqtxently out 
of Afcaloo. 1 he queen cau fed the work to be car- 
ried on with (ireai expedition; and when ii was 
mside defenfibie, con>mi(ted the guard of it to 'the 
hofpitallers, wrho put a ^roag g^rifon drawn out 
of thdr order (into it : And theie monaftic fokliers*, 

* De communi conftUo tfadttur ftatribos drnnus hofpitftl'is que eil 
liUrorolymis, qui uft^ue in prsefcns dcblta cai^odieruatdiligentia. 
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f^n'of the fpirit of their iiiftjtuiion, made it a plaos 
ot arnu, and at the (aiiiie time^aa afylum for ail the 
Chriftians of that canton. 

Thefc knights * and. the tempki», in difi^reni 
brigades, tieiccr ftirrcd from the frontiers, and made 
bead on ill (ides ag:)inft die enterprises of the injS* 
dels, Thi<% little kingdioni Mnas. in a manner hlock* 
ed up and beficged,. either by ike fcTeral Turcacnaa 
princes^ or by the Ambians of the defsure, or the 
Sarazens of Egypt. The^zcal of ihefe knights^ 
their \iaIoiir> and the renown of thseir exploits^ ren- 
dered them fbon aa deav to all the: Chriftians^ aa 
they were terrible ta> the barbarians; efpecially. la 
ao age when mens iaUation'recmed annexed to the • 
prefervation of the Hocly Laxul. Every tJiJBg that 
paffed there drew the attention of popes, prinees, 
and people, even at the remoteA diftance* 'Twas 
the conccffn of prtTate perfonsas weil as ft)vereigns»: 
thcyi had na noiion of meriting for iSxt pardon of 
their fins by any more effc^ital way„ ihaa that of 
contributing lo tkedeiience of the. holy places : there 
was fcarce a will made without an article in it in fa- 
voiir of the militaiy orders : many princes would 
needs be buried, in the habit of one or the other of 
them; and this fom of delation was carried fo far 
IB the age we are (peaking of, that we have feea 
fome fovereignS' en^rtbemielves into this holy mtli« 
tia» quitting the government of their ftates ; and o- 
thera, by an uaprocedented difpofal, be^meath, at 
their death, even their dominions them feives to the 
hofpitalliers and templarft. 

Thus Raimondfierenger, count of Barcelona and 
Provence, though already advanced in age, entered 
into the ordcrof the templars, and his infirmities 
not allowing hina; to go in peribn to the chief houfe 
of the order in Jerufalem, he fent confiderable fums 
thither for carrying on the war againft the infidels; 

» WiU. Tyi, V. 14. c. Juu 
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tind we have fccn this fovereign at hft quit his ati- 
thority, and the enfigns of it, to bury himfelf alive 
in the temple at Barcelona, where he died in the 
continual exerdfe of his new profeffion. 

Alphonfus I. king of Navarre and Arragon^ who 
alfo aflumed the title of emperor of Spain, carried 
his zeal and devotion ftill farther. This prince, 
who was one of the greateft generals of his age, had 
gained twenty nine battles in his wars again ft the 
Moors *, feeing himfelf old and without children, 
declared the hofpitallers of Stk John, the templars^ 
and the canons or knights of the holy fepulchrei 
his heirs and fuccefibrs in the crowns of Navarre 
and Arragon, by his laft will and teftament f made 
A. D. 1 1 31. This he did to engage thcfe renown- 
ed warriors in the fupport of his defigns againft the 
Sarazens and Moors of Spain : He renewed this will 
a few days before his death, and moft of the gran- 
dees of both his kingdoms, figned it out of com- 
plaifance to their fovereign, 

AIphonf\)s, who never knew what danger wa?, 
attacking the infidels afterwards near Fra- 
'133» 8*1 with forces much inferior to thofc of 
July 19. his enemies, was overwhelmed with their 
,vaft numbers, had his army cut inpieces, 
and perifhed himfelf in the aAion ; nor could his 
body be found after the battle was over, either be- 
caufe the Moors had interred it, or it was fo disfi- 
gured by his wounds, as not to be known. 1 he 
people, who idolized him, and are always fond of 
every thing that appears extraordinary, maintained 
for a long time, that he was not killed in the battle; 
but that overwhelmed with (hame and grief fer ha- 
ving occafioned the iois of fo many Chriftians as 
had1)een (lain upon thatoccafion, he was gone in 
difguife on a pilgrimage to Jerufalem, and that they 

• Girom. Zunta.C T. 1. i.e. 52, fol. 49. col, 4. 
•f Mariana 1. xo. c, 15. p. 5x1% 
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fiiould fee him return and re fume the reins of go- 
verhmeoty when he had by that penance expiated 
the fault which «xcefs of courage had made him 
commit. 

But the grandees of the two kingdoms were not 
to be blinded by this illufioof and therefore to pre^ 
vent the claim of the military orders, they refolved, 
without lofs of time, to chufe a newibvercign. For 
this purpofe, fevcral aflemblies were held between 
thole of Navarre and Arragoif : but the lords and 
deputies of the two nations could not agree upon a 
prince to £11 the throne of the great Alphonfus ; 
each was for a prince of their own nation. This 
competition, and the natural jcalouiy between peo* 
pie that are neighbours, broke the union which had 
fubfifted near fixty years between the two kingdoms; 
a reparation enfued, the Navarrefe eleftcd for their 
fovcreign Don Ramyre, a prince of the blood of 
their ancient kings ; and the Arragonefc, on the o- . 
ther hand, offered their crown to another prince of 
the fame name, brother to the great Alphonfus. 
though this prince was a prieft, and had above for- 
ty years before profcffed himfelf a monk in the ab- 
bey of St, Pons de Thorn iers in Languedoc, and 
had been afterwards abbot of Sahagun, and even c- 
lefted fucccffively bifhop of Burgos, Pampeluna and 
Barbaitro. 

This prince having obtained a difpenfation from 
Anacletus, others fay from Innocent II. married 
Agnes, iifter to William count of Poiftiers and 
Ralmond count of Autioch . He had by her a daugh* 
ter, namjd Petronilla ; and the queen, that prin- 
cefi's mother, dying foon after, this king, at once 
a monk, a pried and a married man, * finding in 
himfelf none of the great quafities neceflary for a 
throne, and perhaps touched with & juft remorfe of 
confcience, refolved to retire again into his convent. 

• RoTtani pontlficis venia (fie credtmus) ut rex, conjux et facerdos. • 
idem tlTet impetracum : A^^nes GuiUelmi Pi^tavorum ct AquitanicsB . 
ptiflcipis connubio ju<'.^i* Mariana I. jo c* 15. p. 51s* 

Vol. I. G Digitized by >^»^U^lJI^ 



74 HISTORY OF THE 

He made a treaty with Raimond Bercnger, count of 
Barcelona, and Too to the templar above mentioned^ 
that he {h(m1d marry his daughter when (he was 
grownup; and in confequence of this treaty, he 
refigned to him Immediately the government of the 
kingdom, which R-iimond Rercnger took upon him 
by the title of prince of Arragon. 

The news of the choice made by thefe two nations 
in prejudice of Alphonfus's will being brought to 
Palcftine. the patriarck of Jcrufalem, ♦ fuperior of 
the canons of the holy fepulchre, and the mafters 
of the two military orders held fe vera! councils with 
the principal perfons of each houfe^ to confider of 
tliis grand afiair, and came to a refolution to fend 
deputies into 8pain, to demand the execution of the 
late king's will, or at leaft to make fuch a treaty 
with regard to the fucceffion as fhould be moft for 
the intcrefl: of the legatees. 

Raimond Dupuy was charged with this negotia- 
tion; he undertook it readily, and fet out in com- 
pany with fome old Aiofpitallers, chofen for that 
purpofe by the council of the order. William, pa- 
triarch of Jerufalem, and the templars likewife, 
named their own deputies: they arrived all happily 
in Spain, but met with unfurmountable difficulties 
in the purfuit of To nice an affair. 

The lords of Navarre and Arragon had already 
chofen new fovereigns in prejudice of the will of 
king Alphonfos. Thefe princes were in poffcffion 
of the throne when the deputies of the Holy Land 
arrived in Spain ; and there was no great likelihood 
of their abdicating it voluntarily to make way for 
/oieigncrs* They entered however at firft intoiome 
negotiations upon the matter; but as pretenfions of 
this nature, without force to back them, are gcne- 

* Patriarch alls fiquidem eccltfia, quz e(l domtnici fepulcliri Tub 
Wvonte CalvarisE, canonioos h abet regulates, recundomliabituonetre- 
gulam fanftFAuguRini vivcntcs ; habent autcm prioretn> ad quern 
cum predi^is c^nnntcts pertinet elip;ere patriarcham, qui eil eit Joco 
abbaTn. Jacob. Vitri. hift. HIerofol. c. 58. p, X098. 
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rally little regarded, they went no farther than to 
eflFer the deputies fome fort of amends, if any a- 
mends can be made for crowns, and embaraffcd 
rficm every day in a labyrinth of propofals, which 
had ho meaning, and of which they faw no end. 
The negotiation lagged inftinfibly; and at hd the 
king of Navarre taking off the maik, affertcd, that 
the late king could not difpofe^of the crown to the 
prejudice of his lawful heirs, or of that natural 
right which, in default of heirs, the people have to 
cfaule themfelves a fovereign ; and by this declarati- 
on put an end to all hopes of any further treating 
with him. Raknond, count of Barcelona and 
prince of Arragon, adedniore generoufly, and re- 
folved to do fome juftice to the legatees of king AK 
fjicqafus... 

It was agreed, that if the count, and the young 
^picen Petronilla, whom he was to marry, ihonld 
die without iffuc, the crown of Arragon (hould re- 
vert to the military orders and the canons of the 
holy iepulchre ; that in the mean time both parties 
Should have a certain number of vaffals in 
fikch places as they fhould afterwards re** 1 134. 
cover from the Moors ; and that thefc 
vaffals {hould be obliged to bear arms, and follow 
the iniiitiEu*y friars of Spain, when ever they took 
Ac field againil the infidels. * 

Bcfidcs thefc conditions, fome lands and caftles, 
€Oiifidcrable for their dependencies, and able to - 
**^intam a great number of knights,- were yielded 
to thefc legatees of the fovcreignty. And to thefc 
laodf'atid lordfliips were added a tenth pan of all 
Ac cuftoms^ and duties levied throughout the king* 
<^om, and the fifth of all the contributions raifed on 
the lands of the Moors ; and it was rcfolvcd, that 
the kings of Arragon ihould never mafcc-peacc with 
the infidels, without firft acqirainting the patriarch 
^Jemfalem and the two military orders. This 

* Qa»ritt t, 1,1, a, c, 4. f 40. MarUna I. JO, c. it. 
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treaty was figned and ratified in September A. D. 
1141, and pope Adrian IV. and Fulk king of Jc^ 
rufalem confirmed it afterwards. 

Raioiond Dupuy, having brought this important 
afiair to an end, embarked with other depu- 

114 1, ties, failed for Palef^ine, and arrived bappi* 
ly at Jerufalem. He was received with that 

real joy and hearty refpcdt which his fingular virtue 
infpired. Brompton and Roger Hoveden, two 
EngiiQi hi^orians, who flouriQied in the faoteage^ 
call him from this time the Grand Mafter ; and 
'tis by this title that I fhali for the future fpeak of 
this illuftrious head of the hofpitallers and his fuc" 
ceiTors, moft of which facrificed their lives in de- 
fence of the Holy Land. 

That ancient kingdom of David, or rather the in- 
heritance of Jefus Chrifl, lo(l at this time its king 
in the perfon of Fulk of Anjou. That prince, be- 
ing a huming in the plains of Acre, was killed by 
a fall from his horfe, and found in an exercife of 
peace the death which he had dared fo often in war* 
He left two fons very young, Baldwin the eldeft^ 
of thirteen, and Amaury of but feven years of 
age. 

The king's death gave birth to cabals, 

1142. which moft minorities are expofed to, and 
opened afterwards a way to the invaiions 

of the Turcomans and Sarazens. Queen Melcfin- 
da, mother of the young princes, not only pre- 
tended to the regency which nobody difputed with 
her, but would moreover be acknowledged as 
queen in her own right, and fole fovereign erf the 
kingdom, as being daughter to Baldwin Dubourg. 
The grandees, on the contrary, feeing themfclvts 
furroundcd by formidable enemies, were for a cap- 
tain and king at their head. Thefe contefts, fup* 
ported by different parties, had like to have dege- 
nerated into a civil war : at laft it was agreed to 
defer the dccifion of this great difference till the 

majority 
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tn^ijority of tSaldwin But it was not long bcfariB 
the nobility caufed him to be crowned without ihe 
knowledge of the queen his mother) to whom ne* 
vertheleis they were obliged, for peace ftbc> to 
yield up half of the kingdom. 

In the interval between the death of Fuft and 
the coronation ot firtldwin III. his fon, the Latin 
Chriftians loft the county of fidefia, celled at that 
time Rouha or Rohais. We have observed before, - 
that Baldwin Dubourg at his acceilibn to the crown, 
had refigned this principality to Jofccline de Cour- 
tcnay his couiiin following herein the exaeupie of 
Godfrey dc Bouillon and his brother, wno, to en- 
gage the princes and great loids t>f thccrufadc 
in the defence of the Holy Land, had given thetn ' 
the principal lordfbtps and territories of it in Hef, 
H-nce arofc the counts of tdefla, Tripoli, J >ppa, 
or Jaffa, aiid afterwards of Afcalon, and Galilee^ 
aad the lords of Yblim, Mount-royal, Thoron, Si- 
don, Tyre, Acre and Ctefarea, ail lords of the firft 
n-'bifity of this new kingdooi. 

Jofcelme de Courtcnay, whotnwehave juft men- 
^oned, had matntained himletf in his principality 
^7 a thoufand brave aftions againft the ent€rpri2e8 
of the in^dels : but that prince dying, ihe 'oa 
whom he left heif to his dominions, did by nd 
means inherit his virtues. The young C >urtenaf, 
educated in the {ileaiiires and lukury of the eaft, -^ 
ip^nt hU life in diebaiich : and that de might faive 
the fewer v^irndTes df his irregularities, q titied E- 
defl*a, an^ retired with the nnniders of his pieaiuret 
to Turbeilel, a town fituated twenty four nHltM 
trom the Euphrates on this fide the river whk re- 
gard to Paleftine. 

Otnadcddm Zenghi, ft T'ttfootnan of the 
Selgcuddian race, iultan of Moful and A- 1 143. 
^^Ppo, and the moft potent prince in ah the 
^iifti being infortecd of the cflfeminate manner ia 
^hich yo<ung Courteoay pafled his lire, entered hi* 
country, tsA laid fiegc to Edcfla. Courtcnay, who 

G 3 \V^5 



78 HISTORY OF THE 

was attcDded by none but poltroon and effeminat 
favourites, had not the courage to throw himie 
into his capital, and either defend it, or bury hioi 
felf in its ruins ; he even looked on whilft the ficg 
was advancing, without tnaking the leaft motioj 
to reinforce the place, and Zenghi would hav 
ftripped him of the reft of his dominions with th 
fame cafe, if that prince, harfh and cruel in hi 
pature, had not, in the moment he was preparin| 
to purfue his conqueds, been afTaflinated in hi 
tent by his own fervants. He left two Tons behinc 
him, Cotelcdin and Noradin. The eldeft reignec 
atMoiul, and c^e principality of Aleppo fell to th 
ihare of Noradin the younger, a prince of mud 
wifdom, capacity and judice, a good foldier, ar 
excellent oificer, and a great general, an enemy ta 
the ChViftians by a principle of religion, and often 
engaged in the field againft the hofptjtallers and 
templars. 

After the lofs of Edeffa, the affairs of the Latin 
Chriftians began to decline in the eaft. Godfrey 
de Bouillon j the two Baldwins^ Eulk of Anjou 
the renowned Bohemund, the brave Tancred, the 
old Courtenay and the count of Tholoufe werenovr 
no more ; and their defcendents, foftened and e- 
inafculated with the plea fures of Afia, occupied in- 
deed their places, but did not fill theni : there was 
none but the young king Baldwin, and the two mi- 
litary orders, ih^t bravely oppofed the cnterprlzes 
of the infidels. But as their forces no ways an- 
fwered their valour, they refolved to have recourfe 
to the priiKes, of Europe, and folicite a new cru* 
fade, that might drive the infidels entirely out of 
the Holy Land, With this view the biihop of Za- 
bulon was difpatchqd into Europe, and landed at 
Marfeilles. 1 he firft crufade having been raifed 
in France, he came thither to folicit a fecond. 

Louis VIL was then upon the throne, a 
1 143. prince young and handfome, full of cou- 
rage but uneven in bis con^u A^ snore Icru- 

pulous 
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fFulous than devout, and utterly ignorant of the 
great art of reigning. Baldwin's deputy could not 
have arrived at court in a more favourable jun^ure. 
The king being at war with Thibaut, count of 
Champagne and Blois, his vafTtl^ met with fuch 
oppoiition at the fiege of Viiri in Farthois, that be- 
ing exafperated againft the inhabitants, ^nd having' 
carried the place by Uorm, he put ail before him 
to fire and iword, infomuth^ thar, it is faid, tblr- 
teen hundred perfons of both (cxts, men, women, 
and children, who had taken refuge in the great 
church, all periihed in the flames oi^ it* A juft rc- 
morle fuccceding fo terrible an execution* this 
prince * refolvcd to expiate his f^ult by an cxpedi- 
lion to Jeruialem, the common rcfource and re- 
fuge at chat time ot the greatcft finners. He com- 
municated his defign to Pope Eugenius III. 
who was then in the chair of St. Peter, and .zi44, 
that he might perform this pilgrimage in 
the mod ferviceable manner to the Chriflians of the 
Holy Land, he entreated the^ pontiff to eaufe a new 
crufade, after the example o^ Urban II. to be re- 
commended from the pulpit. * 

This pontiflF, who from a monk of the order of 
Clairvaux, and a difciple of 8t. Bernard, had been 
advanced to the chair of St. Peter, very much com- 
mended the pious dcfign ot Louis, and to concur 
with his intentions, fent his briefs through 
all Chriftendom, to exhort princes and 114 J. 
their fubjedts to take, up arms. He ap 
pointed St. Bernard alfo, who was the oracle of 
his age, to preach up the crufade in France and 
Germany i and to engage the faithful to take tue 

• Ludovicus rex Vitriacutn caflrum comitis Theobaldi capit, ubi 
igne admoio, ecdtfia incenfa, uc in ea miile trecentz animae diverfi 
(exits et aetatis fuot igiie confumptae, fuper quo rex Ludovicus mife* 
recordia motus plorafTe dicitor^ et hac de caufa penghnationcni 
HierofoHmitanam agreflus a quibufdam aei^imatuf. RoD. de Monte 
appendix ad Sigib. ad aAQum 1145. . . 

• Prcuves dc I'hiftoic dcs coinptes dc toitou, pag. 483. , 
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crofs, he "opciicd rhc treafures of the rfiufch, 
and granted a plenary indulgence to alt chat did 
ft), t 

The holy abbot of ClairfraDx, upon the pope's 
order, quits his retreat, he paffes fucccffively to the 
courts of tlie ting of France and the emperor Con- 
radc, he mounts thcpulpir, he preaches, thunders, 
and, full of fire and indignation, reprefents ho\ir 
great fcandal it was for Chriftians, to I'ufFer the he- 
ritage of JcfusChrifti in the land that was watered 
with his precious blood, to be on the brink of fal- 
ling again under the tyrantiy of the Infidels*; Ht 
omits nothing proper to move his auditors, and en- 
gage them to take up arms ; and it is- affirnied, 
that, tranfportcd with zeal, he openly foretold a 
certain viitoiy atid entire tleteat of the infidels. 
The charms of his eloquence, his moving and pa- 
thetrc cxprcffions, the reputation of his fan6Kty, 
the happy luccefs whith, as we fa id before, he is 
reported ro have proclaimed with fo much ^flh^ 
ranee, and fome fhining miracles aMo, whkh tht 
vt^riters of his Hfc afcribe to him on th'w occafion, 
and which may be regarded as the furcft credential 
of a prophet, all this induced the emperor, the 
king of France, and moft of the princes and lords 
dieir vafials to take up arms. 

A lame child being prcfcnted to St, Bertiard in 
the emperor's prcfence, the holy abbot made the 
fign of thetrofs, took up the child, and ordered it, 
before the whole ailcmbly, to walk ; and then 
turning to Conrad, ** This was wrought fior you, 
** fayshe« that you might be aflTured, that God is 
** indeed with you, and that your cntcrprize is 
** pleafing in his fight." 

Several French and German l^rds, verily per- 
iuaded that St. Bernard was entrufted with the 
power of heaven, and that like another Mofes be 
would work miracles to bring the people of GkhI 

•J- Caufred, vita fanfti Bcroardi; Digitized by Google 
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into the land of promife, propofcd wiihjgreat im- 
portuDitVy in a council held at Chartres> that he 
might be obliged to take upon him , the general 
command of the army * i but the man of God, 
whofe piudence was no ways inferior to hh zeal, 
contented himfelf with being the herald and trum- 
peter of it. Having accomplifhed his miiGon, he 
retired into his abbey, and left to warlike princes 
the honours and perils of the execution. 

The emperor and ^he king of France levied each, 
of them a prodigious number of troops ; each ar* 
my was computed a^t no lefs than feventy ihoufand 
men of arms^ befides the light horfe and infantry 5 
it looked as if the French and Germans had refolv- 
ed by concert to abandon their country ; and if a* 
ny capable of bearing arms were upon other ac- 
counts detained at hon^e, thefe new foldiers of the 
crufade, by way of infult, and as it were to re- 
proach them with their cowardice, fcnt them a 
fpindle and a diftaflF. The very women reviving 
the.hiftory or fable of the Amazons, appeared at 
a review on horfe back and in arms» and formed 
fcveral fquadrons. 

£leanor» queen of France, and wife to :Louis 
VII. was at the head of thefe heroines j a princcfs 
of iingular beauty, who, by her marriage, brought 
the king the provinces of Guienne and Poitou, and 
who would have been the delight oS that prince, if 
in her purfuit of pleafures flie had fufFered herfelf 
to be lefs tranfponed by the warmth of her confli- 
tution, or had not been fufpcfted to (hire thcnv 
with othet* perfons befides the king her hufband. 

Though it looked as if Germany and France had 
undertaken to fubdue all Alia, (at leaft thefe nu* 
rocrous armies, with two great princes at their head^ 

• De caetero, verbam ilJud, quo(l jam, ni fallor, audifti^, quo* 
mtdo videlicet in conventu Carnotenfi, qjonam judicio Jiatis miior 
me qu^tfi doccm et principem militiae elegpraat. Din Beroardi £p» 

and 
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and commattdcd by bra^e officci^s, were birt too ca- 
llable of making that conqutft) yet thc-perfidionf- 
nefs of the Gi'ceks, c^cf unettfy and j<aloti$ of thefe 
great armainc;nts, their ignorance of the roads, the 
treachery of their gtiidefe, the want of provifions, 
and the numerous and forrtiidaWe troops which op- 
pofed ih€ir pdff*^» ruined both thefe ch-riftian ar- 
mies, even befbre they arrived in Paleftitie. They 
attempted tbt-ficgc of Damsifcus, btit in vaitt, and 
the mifcarfiagc was owing c^ti to fotfit ChrtftiiiQS 
tbemfelves, 

Conrad fct out firft, and arrived at Conftantino- 
ple towards the end bf March, A. D. 1 147. He 
was brother-in-law td Emantrel Comncntis, who* 
then governed th« crnpitie of the eail. Thcfe two 
princes had martried the two dafoghters «f Ber^gcr 
tlic elder, coiifit of Luxfemljwrg. 7 his alliance 
made the German prince prefiinie that he Ihould 
be well received. The perfidiona Greek.. treated 
him as his alFy, with refpeft to his private perfon ; 
but in regard ta Ms troops as a mortal enemy. By 
his order the wdls and cifterns were poifoned in all 
the places which the Germans pafied through ; and 
thcfc ftrangers were forced to give an cxccfRvc price 
for bread mixed wkh Rmc and plainer* His bro- 
ther- in-law furbi'fhed him with gi^ides, vrho, after 
leading him otit of 'his way^, through by-roads and 
endlefs windings, in the . mountains and rocks of 
Cappadotia, delivered his army, half dead with 
hunger, ftarved and:, (pent, into the handis of the 
infidels, who cut it in pieces. 

The ting 6f Fr«m:e was fcarce more fbrtutiate, 
and though at the paflage of the river Meander, he 
gained a confider^ble viftory over the infidels, yet 
upon his arrival at Antioch, he met with a misfor- 
tune, which perliaps more ienilbly afFeif^ed him than 
even the lofs of a battle. 

Raimond of Poiilicrs, uncle by the father's fide 
to the qiieen of France, was ^then^ in right of his 

wife, 
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wife, ibvcceignof that great priocipality. This prince, 
by birth a Frenchman and the king's furbjeA, re* 
ceived Louis and the queen his niece with all the 
marks of honour, and all the magnificence due to 
his fovcreign. There was nothing to be fecn for 
the fiirft d^^s of their arrival, but feafting, balls, 
and tumaaiencs. Raimond, who hoped to draw 
Tome folid advantages from the arrival of the French 
io his dominions, added to all thcfe demonl^rations 
of th< fincereft joy, magnificent prefents whkh he 
made to the king and the chief officers of his armf. 
His view was to engage Louis, before he advanced 
mto Paleftine, to turn his arms againft the Maho- 
metan princes his neighbours, with whom he was 
adually in war. The queen his niece at his requefl: 
mentioned it to the king, and ufed the mod preffing 
inftances to induce him to a compliance. The in* 
tereft of the prince her uncle was not the only mo- 
tive upon which ihe a£ted. It is faid, that this prin-* 
cefs, who was not over fcrupulous in point pf duty, 
and was fallen in love with a young baptized Turic:, 
named Saladin, could not think of parting from 
him. She paffionately wifhed, that whtlft the king 
was narching againft her uncle's enemies, he would 
leave her at Aotioch. The king, who began to 
have Tome fufpicions of this fcandalous correfpon- 
dence, had no other way to avoid the coniequencet 
of it, but by taking her by night out of Antioch, 
and carrying her to Jerufalem. As foon as he ar- 
rived there, the emperor of Germany came to join 
him wirh the broken remains of his army, Thefc 
two princes formed the ficge of Damafcus, and 
thought ihrmfelves fo fure of fuccefs, tha^t they a- 
greed and promifcd to confer the fovereignty of the 
place, and the country belonging to it, upon Thierry 
count of Flanders. But the news of their defign co- 
ming to the ears of ibme Latin lords, whofe fathei*s 
had, from the time of the firft crufade, been fettled 
in Syria, they were fo exafperated, that the count 

of 
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of Flanders, whom thcv treated as a ftranger and 
new comer in rcfpcdb or ^hemfclves, fhould be pre- 
ferred before them, that by an abominable treafba 
Und a criminal correfpondence with the infidcls« 
they caufed the enterprife to mifcarry. Louis and 
Conrad, dctefting ihcir villany, returned 
1148. into Europe with the miferable remains of 
their great armies, and both of them with 
more chagrin than glory. 

If we may believe the greateft part of hiftoriSns, 
'' there were no fewer than two hundred thoufand men 
that perifhed in this unhappy expedition. By the 
fame mean's alfo feveral of the greatelt houfes, both 
of France and Germany, became extinA. Such as 
were concerned in this general lofs, made no fcru- 
ple to impute it to ^t. Bernard ; the father demand- 
ed back his fon of him, the wife her hufband, and 
the moft outragious arraigned him as a falfe pro- 
phet. The holy abbot, in his defence, was obliged 
to make an apology, which he addrefled to pope 
Eugeniuslll. ** They accufe me, fays he, ^ of ha- 
** ving made fine promifes which had no'effefl, as 
" if I had a<5ttfd rafhly in this affair ;* whereas 1 did 
** nothing but execute your orders, or rather thofe 
*** which God gave me by you." 

He alledges afterwards the example of Mofts, 
who having brought the Ifraelitcs out of Egypt, did 
not give them poffeflion of the fertile land that was 
promifed them, though he adted only by the orders 
of God, confirmed by miracles ; and he maintains, 
that the .militia of the crufade were not lefs incre- 
dulous, or lefs rebellious, than the Ifraelitcs * : 
This i^' one of the reafons upon which Otho, bi- 
fliop of Frifingen, and brother by the mother's' fide 
to the emperor Conrad, lays the greateft ftrcfs. 
That prelate, to vindicate -his friend St. Bernard, 
pretends, that the vices which reigned in the chri- 

* De rebus gefiis Fridcricl imperatorls, c. 60. p* 231* 
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AigQ armies preveoted the effe£l of bis predictions. 
But may we not anfwer the German bifhop, that 
this fieaibniiig is perhaps more fpecious than folid, 
Hqcc if the holy abbot h:^d been endowed with the 
fpiritof prophecy po this occafion, he ought, ia 
virtue of tl;^at fupernatural light, to have knowa 
that, they, of the crufade would have offended God, 
and that inftcad of the vidories which his mioifter 
bid them cxpedl, he would puoi(h them with all the 
calamities that befel them. Accordingly the hiflo« 
rianhimfelf, who feems to be fenfible of the weak- 
nefs of hb own reaibning, is Reduced at la^ to th.i^ 
ingenuous confcffion, that the fpirit of prophecy* 
does not infpire the prophets oi> all occafions. i, , 

fiut whaieyer were the caufeis pf this unhappy e^ 
vcat, which we ^fc not allowed to fathprn^ we ih^U 
coDtent ourfelves with obierying» jhat thofc great 
armiesi which flattered themfelves with fo many 
coaquefts, could not take one (}ngle town from tb^ 
iofidels ; sind .th^| the JLatip ^hriSi^ps/of Syria an4 
Palelline weie afcc wards reduced to'^J^tuacion 4]^a|t 
feemed'to^tbirea^ea ^hcfa with aiotjal^aad appfpa^hr 
ingruin. . . , /.;,.■/; (-.'\ri/ .'/'/••'2[1 

Xhey bad nothing Iiefsto fear irpm th^ Egyptians 
and the foachern quarter. Tjic king,! to ,raiie ^ 
Wrier againft theie enemies, . had caui'ed the walls 
of old Ga?a, one of the fiv.e iprdfhips '9f ijie Phi- 
lifting, fcven Mgu^s from Afcalpr^ Jto ,J)c,^ebtiilt. 
That pi?ia.ce gave fh^ goyefyiip,9pt.Qj&;it iiirpriptpj^rity 
to the oijder of the,t^o)p]ar$ f ; ^nd thcfc miPiraiy 
friars (oi^fiy iay^ VVilliaiji.of i)'rc»JuL^^ourjgc, 
^^^.thei'hpfpAtifil^rs^ pp^p h a ^rfll^H^fr^^ 
whence they repre^d ;^ eptcu^l^^^^^^Bjgf'i- 
foQ of Afcalon, and forced t^^^^^^^Pbut 

• Qiianqiuim et fpirltus prbphetarunx non fcinper iubfit prQphcCjS* 
Dc rebus leftis Frid.-rici Impcratorrt.' hi.' cl6t^. p. 1^1'.' ' -'i*- -« • 

t Mftttcs^mpU Gaiam antiquam^^altienw^'Civtciieflli'Hjrliidn^ 
et tttqrtbvf ev» BjuQiuit^ AicfllonK^t • ^avitt|^ \ph^V^*:..^<^:^ 

«emc append.. ad chion. Sig. p. 6ri.^ , , ^^ . ^,- ^ ,.,, 
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themfelvfesvp itithiri their w^lls. Noradia 
'1148. in the mean tiiiie taking srdtantage ot the 

confternatioh irito ^kh the reiifett df the 
troops *f the €fufa<Ie had llhr€(#A cfie^ddjjle, ctiter- 
ed <h« p9iiicf?palUy of AntJbcl*^ att thc: b^Jid'^o^ his 

iml^cbUnt foalHibhd ^tlrtlttlt^ng^hi^ cbivage i^atb^r 
tlritt- hfe fo*rc^s; ciidteavdHiring tb op^btethc' torrent, 
Wds routed, the greateft paft bf iii« troef^ fcut in 
pieces, and he himfcii penlfeed ib the ii^ion« 

Ort the tHher ha^d; '' the fultan t>f 'Cdgtii or Ict>- 
nWiii th4a?d.td ihc'toUrfty df RIcfli, iw^ged the 
cduhti^, ind tcJ6ky<!mhg Oowrtcoay^Jbher, irh^ 
died footi ifterj id the chAiiis '^ 'thjarbirbadM. 
tvtrythitfglfleJbdfb^ehiin. 'l^e te?!rfa4*tabt» of 
^^i^ 'ta wn^ ^M village j, ^iitoft i1 1'Hii ^lA^GfclHftJtti^, 
IWifiig thcWfelie* dHlk^'H: 6f fu*c5ut, abaMoteeii 
\hctt cburitry and their hbiifes tb ^void ^e t^roiiny 
"df thb itifideli. ' EV^ry one ftrove to t-eiich ib«j^ 
tehtiftiah 'fbwH'ftvVetiintljr.- B^wifai ;kiag of 
jrfdftWrfiV^tb«fiV(M?i><4^1fcrfft- thetr rto^t/ rfroo^ 
ted^ ^i^ififee^ftfeifF -tJf fi« 'fodrtMrtty^ *iKl ih# tU« tt>i. 
litary orders, to fervc them for efcorts ; faft-^lajcdl 

fta|^%,"Sn a^e-feWft of-^h^<tl^Abfw'hehad-g,m 
gcther't ' he •po'fVed hitnftlf hi the tflfn-gtlaiidi the 
*c6'u'nt ^yf TrTJ)©!!; 'triih Hiimfr^y de Hioron €oti* 
flable 6f 4hfe;'kittgdam, i^omrnatidtjd' the rear, istnA 

W'AWtidchV ^6radin,-WH<>^ccfWdn6t 'l^at'^lteit 

sej^^^^^Buik W^it? catne up^ whh %te 

iM^^HIJJPPRKke^^hehi 'halt. Ae Attempted 
fcveraRTm^s to break the chriftian -ttHpps* They 

^^i^liS'isiKe'iQ^delB^ t^;jieurd the mrrcKof ^R;arjny 
lAiiii$^afflp#^e\FiDUgh <otherW2iy^ mth vh'eir^ baggage^ 
iciurouii every moflacotVp ihe ch'irfife; Bur on 
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wiiat fide foever tliey mmkith^iraitack, tbetrJ^Uiod 
always ciiher the young: king, or tWcouPt/jf.Trip 
poll, at theJiead of th;&.bofpitaUer» aad Uiziphr?* 
prefenting. a terrible front,, aqd bearing doW0 before 
them cilery rank and part of the army tba^ durft 
approach them ; fo that Noradia, not abk to 'break 
them^and wanting. prckrifions, gave oter at lail the 
pudaii, and tke ckriAian army arrived. fa£e ia the 
to-Kicocifs of -Antiiocfa. 

WUlft the king > was thu$ employed iii i^ef&ulng 
tktfe people from flavery* he was whUoa. few mo'> 
meots of lofiag his capital^ by another Icatorpteic^ qC 
tke infidels* Two of their princes caUed Jaror 
quxDs, Turcomans by nation* whofe . father or 
grukdfttther !rei^ncd ,in Salefttoe before th^SUra- 
icnp rtcpyensd Jenufalem, . being : preiibd by the re* 
pn>adbea'of their m^thdr* .and informal: of:tbC 
h'ogVabfencei Jcvittd a ctofidcnible . army, march- 
^^wn their own country, pafled through I^amaf*' 
ens, fiU upon the Chnfttaa territories, and bdyan-^ 
cod up to the gates of the holy city. The inhabt-- 
f*^s, in' t terrible xooftemaiiQn, fa w chem incamfi 
10 tbjB erening npoo mount Oliver. .The barbari-^ 
^< iatieiT^d cheipfelves,j thai -^heyriliDuhi be ablei 
the iijtit ^y 10 Uke b^ (csLud/i^iia pilics whero^the.^ 
^^'^c^the kin^haU left no gafrifan ; bnti out e£ a^ 
•xccfs of oonfid<nce»' ever daivgenoiks 46 war, riieijft 
•oft one t)f thdfe iucky monicfits on which> tho 
g^tteft fucctflts depend.. The inhabitants rccovcr- 
^^ from their xualternation, and enco^LiTaged . by 
iQch bdipttaliers- and templars as w cfftgfe ft in. the 
^fitool^ arps ;i ind as they wer<^HHHk|teh in 
^mbetf.tD.ideieivl theu* m^lis^ indc^H^^^Ban 

out iQ the 4|bk at midnight, fall. upon thejcajnptt>f 
*«»etiemics*, ifrhom they $«d' buried /in fleep, fet 
fire to tbetr tents; ctt the cordage> auid carry terren 
and.de^th on every fide, 
'^b^ ipfideby fttrpcsfed and terrific .idth fo un« 
H z cxpcfted 
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oxpe£fed an attack, fled for their litres^ and thear 
whold force' difb;inded, ivithout keeping any cer* 
tain road. As rhey fled tovratxls Jericho, they fell 
into a body of cavalry^ icommanded by the king in 
perfon, who, having had advice that they were en- 
tered hk terrirorics, was advancing to the relief of 
JerufMem. Above five thoufand were cut in 
pieces -, others wet^ knocked on the head by the 
chriflian peafants ; and the garrifon of Napoloufa^ 
which waited fer'thetn as they returned, conipMt- 
ed the difpet^on, and purfued them to the banks 
of Jordan^ where the infidels, to avoid the fword 
of the Chrtftians, and in hopes o( fwimnaing over 
the river, threw themfelves in and wew drowned. 

The king, to make reprifals, reiblved in his turn 
• ro' raVkg'd' the territory of Afcalnp ; he put 
n'52: ' hitntelf at theheadof his army and,r follow* 
• Tied- by the great rnafters of ^ the -t wo military 

ehdeM^yadd the principalDobilhy of his kingdonl^ 
enferied ^he country deflroyed all before: Jaikp^whlx 
iireand fwdrd, and demoliffaed abundance 'Of fxiin* 
iqper-houfes'and gardeiis belobgii>g to the chief in* 
habitants of Afcalon. lie advanced; next up -to- 
the gates of thai importantc^pldcc; 4iiidf;kst«ing la^ 
hctt a view of it himfelf, refodVed cco. beficgo dt.. 
But as he had not troops enough > f(^ fo girat^aok 
enterprize, he fummoned all the nobility andgoi- 
try of his kingdom. Some pilgriofis, who werd 
ju(V arrived, generouily offered him their fervicei* 
and the old men of the country, worn out with ^ 
age, the ;g feious remaina.of the iirft crufade, ^rani 
to t^^flhflWttach was afligned his propcr;qv»ar« 
terj^^^HBmrd lord of Sidon, to jhander any 
fucf^MRHi^Ptlirown into the place,* kept the fek 
wth £fteen galUes. m* .» ; * . 

The city of Afoalon, one of the five governfnc»& 
of the ancient Philiftines, was feated. .at the foot cdF 
an bin, on the fide of the Mediterranean' fea, feven 
Jeagues from Gaza» :Which was a Chciftian. city 1 and 
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the iipomidF of i!ic king(t<im o^ JsrufiUcm on that 
iidc nexi Egypt, Ctuat<{d qn the edge of the dcfeirc 
which divides the t>vo kingdoms, and at that time 
in the.poflejfion of the templars. 

AfealcMy Was in figut^e liic a ic«iicir<ije, formed 
by tli^ towQ4ind buUdiogt, the Tea fhore making as 
itw^dpc the <&if»eter. k- w^s encompaffed with 
highii^aHs, fortified at prpper diftances with ftrong 
toWei»8, ircH Aippiied with waitlik^ engines tp throw 
&orHi and darti ; the ditches were flat bottomed 
aad full of iwaier t fome advanced works hindrcd 
all a.pproac'h to'the body ^f the place, and they had 
added #11 ti^e fortiificatioas th^t the art of that 
linacoouid »d€^il«. The king, yoong as 4\e was, 
mainaged this iMrvportauY fiege himfeif i From, the 
xmftkii the gre^t tf odfri^y de Bouillon there had pe« 
'verbeen iee#i ki the Holy L^nd a prince in whom, 
at ft green ai!) age, w«re u{i»^ fuch finguiar va- 
lour, io great 4 c^^pacity^, and 4ueh rare ta- 
lents for war. The ijege was. long and ve- HSJ. 
fyobAinate ; the attacks 'bfiik eind condnu- 
ai^^the defence too was bi'^ve, and the fallies, <^r 
rather the bat^leS) frequent ♦. "fhe'^Jhriftiim did 
net gfct a foot, of ground but what coft them a 
•great number of men; and they often loft the 
ncatt day what they had gained over night, at the 
expcnce of ^iie Uves of their braveft foldiers. ' The 
iiege hfKl already Rafted €ve months, with good and 
ill (bccefs akcrnattlys w^en a ftrong fleet coming 
frona tgfpt, aod laden with providons and land 
forcesi appeared off Afealdn/ This fleet confilied 
^ fevtnty galUeSy btlides ve8e1s of burdw^ which 
carried 2^. prodigious quagtiiy of arms {|nd provi- 
iions. The Chr iflian admiral, who had but fifteen 
gallies, fiflrdtng himlclf «ot fufficiently provided to 
difpute the paflage with the Egyptians, retired as 
faft as he could , and the infidels landed their fuc- 

? Will, Tyr. 1. 17. ' 
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copr without any oppoficton. It was r^ctbrci vfHh 
great acclamations of joy by the garrifon a^ inha- 
bitantSy who from the towers infuhed the cbtiftian 
army, and aiked the foldjers when they ^eiSgojE^ |o 
rcmrn to Jerufalem. This (cemed ivdeed tii^ -only 
refolution (hty had to take ; at le^A.it .¥(««. th^r fen- 
timeot of the nobility, and moft of the cb(ief officers 
in the army. But the great mader of tbc bvQ>i- 
tallerSy (econdcd by the patriaich, and- thc/r^ft of 
the bifiiops, was of a.eoAtrary opinion t« He re- 
prefented to the king* that iuch a Aep would only 
iervf to deprefs the courage of iiis foldiers, and 
ratfe that of the enemies^ and pci hap» put the ful- 
tan upon the dedgn of forming »q his turn, the 
fiege of Jerulalem. Several, council were., held 

-upon, thb occafion : at ]a{l the king, after ama^ufc 
e^camination of the reafons on both fides,. declared 
hiinfeif for the mod hoiM)urable reiolutioo, and it 
was determined to continue the fiege. . 

In the mean time» the Egyptians that were land- 
ed at Aicalon. beic\g recovered from the fatigues 
of the lea, made frcqtMm (allies. They thpughc 
to gain an eafy conquell over the ChiiftiaiK, who 
had been repreitnted to them as diipirited and worn 
out with the Jengih of the fiege ; but ihey were 
not ]K)ng without finding by rxpevicnce, that valour 
fupplies the want o^ numbers. The Chriftians al- 
ways repulfed them with advantage. As there was 
no action of this kind, but. coft the infidcis a world 
of men* their Tallies . grew lefs fiequeut> s^ad 
their mettle cooled ; < n the^ other hand, the COU" 
rage of (he chrifliati foldiers. encreciitd ; and the 
teinplars having filled up the 4'uch^ advanced, their 
works as near as ihcy could to that part of the 

. wall which was oppofite ip them, caufing a tower 

"f Tn oppofita fententia doroiaur patriarcha, domi^us qvo^ve 
Tyrimfis erant cum cleio, conforJem habenies dcminum Raixnun* 
dum' migiftfum hofpitaUi cum fratribui iuis, l^ii.Tyr. J. if^^ 

28. p: 918. .:»♦:•. '- jf 
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Of fort qI wppdGQ <a(Ue of gre;£|t height Co. be 
l»-ought thtthcf . This tower waa a machine made 
ufe of at that tiiDe in fieges, which they droye Qp* 
OD.wheels| ^nd.^hefYfU was withia.rCjAclii of dm 
wallsyjtj^e^^ietidown %, wQodcQ bri^^e wUh:)i'ail59 
from^wb^^^.th^befieger^ appo^d and fought t^MS 
bcfiegcd; jahd^.w^en it^y met with but* little re- 
fi/lauQe, i^cy threw..t1)e(nielyesi iato.^he |j1 ce» and 
endeavoured to make themfelvcg maflc^rs gi it. 

The Sarazens* one evening before the templars 
had advanced this machine to (he foot oF the waU^ 
threw a g^e^t qu^ntitj; of ^fjry woodjjbituiiieD, oij, 
aod combuftible^ ms^t^t^pt t^^r ibe woo^ev) towef» 
and thea fet fire tp^it,, in.hop^s that tl;te flamiSS 
would reach the tow,cr., Bmt the d^fign pi'ovfd fa- 
ul to Its authors V; there arpfe in the night an 
eaftcrly wind, ^hich, in/t^ad of IJ^tting fire tp the 
tower^ drove the Aak<^ agaipft the. wall, burnt ttie 
niortar, with which it was built, and made it give 
way. Some templars* who did not in the leaft que- 
ftion but ,their ,mach,iae hs^ beqn but n^^ going out 
of lucre purioii^y the .next; /lay 10, fee the fca^^ins 
of iti were ftrapgely furpri^d-to.^Qd k entire, and 
they pcrcc;ive4,at, the. fame tjmi^ an.ppti^ing^n^a^c 
in the wall, which, Mfopld facilitate the icaling ot,it. 
^hcy immediately afjy^fifed tb^ir grand maikr of 
w: That lord, tranip9cud^wi):hJ9y, came p^ciy 
^J thither to take .a ][riew pt the bres^ch himfeU^ and 
finding it praAicabl^: without, {jiving a|>y account 
0^ it to the kipg,iikC order^ a hrig^> <?f his 
^nights to eater. . Np (ppncr,did tjiey, appear, fivpfd 
in hand^ and with,th^t.dafin^i;?pPRienance thfit 
fucccfs infpires» but the inhabitants tiioughi the 
town was taken : Moti oi ihem ?flcd imnaediately 
'ofavc themfelves; and the principal officers of 
thcgarriroo, to avoli the firft turj of the chri- 
ftian foldiers, threw themfelves into boats* and, put 
^from the fliore. But the great maH^rVavarice 
fc^lcrcd the Chriftiaas from makiiig their 'adVife- 

tage 
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the templars, deftroiis to Itcutt thlf'4^!rrfc i>lunder 
•6f- the city td britolclf; infte^d bf-^frndring to the 
^titig for morfe tr66ps tb fo(l4M«the 'templars ;^ho 
h^id^cttrcf^d'tJite J^Utc^/ 'pmlfdlifI^tefP^^«Hh ihe reft 
of his knrgkts ufkih the br^*h,'toi<feEcj^thc'foTdkrs 
tdt <he Ch^ifttkn^at'rtiy ff^m^'pafflng^'it »;'ki cafe 
atiy <>f ihefn ihcmy pcrci^lve -the opening • made in 
thcWaH.' < Ittthe tneati finie, the few tcriipla^s who 
tiad thrown themfciv«s into Afcalori, ventured pre- 
Ibdip^ubufty iilto the in ddle Of tie cfty! to have 
the plortdcr of tl'itf jwit^ci^l' hbbfei lo ih^mfclvcs, 
Where 'Ih^ii^habifintA recov^riftg frorrt Ae^.frjgbt, 
-no fooiftti- ^rcefVbd4o*t icHaHairtUtriber there ms 
bf them, thfiin they '<^llicd''«mrmadd head againft 
theirt,. The ttlmpfat^ theft fa^ thWalcives attacked 
-b]^ the troops of the giiWifon, arid from the tops ti 
'thehoufes catne'^pburtog dowti uport ihcth fifC- 
woiks kaJ(ln»g water, ftonc^, tiks, ^hd every thing 
that the* bcfiegcd foutid neit at hand. The tem- 
plars, afttr the loft -of a great number of their 
comrades,' werc'fcicl^d to ia T^dJpltnte'tetrtat; t- 
' veiy brte 'fkd to i^gi-itf thehreach bV Whidh hfc h^d 
mtmnated at firft lirltH fo nAu^h courage;;'^ the great 
inaftcr v o was olH^ed hibifelf tb alrSmtetf' Ac pcft 
he v^'^s" in p'.')ffiffi<5ti Of j-'the'Wfide)s ^fti^ff tjpon-it, 
made. cot^rtgt'.xDff ami etwriehthltiettri bdfote Ac 
place where' the Chriftiatis i\ad Entered, and 'by 
new baKficadiocs put h ift^i'cbhdWdn of defcotc* 
■ Tis itnpuffible to 'eit^i'efii-^h^'lejtjg's' iiitHgnation 
4*id the w^urtr bf^ tfee' fdldicf*; '» wfie?h rtity were ap- 
priicb thai bothinfg b^t^ the*ivai;ict bf-ilie tipnipbrs 

nifi de fuis intrare permiticrvtes, cos^autecp hac intentipDC tlice^"*"' 

tur Irce're quatenuc prirrft'frigredientes fpolTa majora at mitrebi*!' o^* 

tipewAt ubeHoret*-— ^•JDiiM ergo c«f)4ditat« rapti ad ptm^« partrci; 

'^ fkxitn rwiuint utbep? .S<»pr^|f f, : ifix moi^i n*»C5J0 awn*^. rj^^" 

..l««.foU.._wu..Tfj.i.;^7,,e,sr.^,^i;:,,j:. .. .„..:., 
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had oecafioned tbeir miffitig ib difficuU and' gloQU- 
OQs a conqueft. The iahiibuants pf Afcaloa^ Cfit 
the contrary, iiwrcslfed in csonfideQcq.aod courage;^ 
And the rntxi .day, mixing theipfelves with the lE* 
gyptian gar rifof), . thejt made a fre(h fally in good 
order, aad boldly attacked the lines of the Chri* 
ftians. The fight was bloody, . and the fuceefs^ 
doubtful for a long time; At vjkEtory cbADged fidrc 
more than Qoce ; tbc iofidek at.firA filled up (eve- 
nlfathoow of. ifa|9.tcencbes^ ruined foia^ redouble,- 
threw .theinielffcfi fwQfd iaiiaqd. inix) the Chriftim 
camp^ demoliflied the leojtsi .and pcpetratcd asis^i^ 
as the king's quainter. 

That prtoccy at the. head, of the nobility, fbugbC 
with an in3rixK^ler>c<mr0g<^.APd »fc?P time to hj^ 
troops to recover from their funprifc^ and get qypjif 
Acir.firft fomfterHation^r 'Skc \tmphrpf wger to 
valh aiirayiwtth tiKic bloodathefadiUAhey h^d corn^ 
fitted* expoff^fthmfeWeiiiikC fiiri^s ip tl^ thick" 
cftof theenc!mie»*bWaliQA9; and (be hofpitallersi 
whofe zeal and ^omitftjoa/rpurred them, on to dan^ 
S^^Y pr^i^aJ; of tbeie. lives,-' never heeded thelofin^ 
thccn, . pm^ddd cth^jj tduldi • kiU . a : Saracen* . : The 
¥g7ptiilo$ iSi4m€di QO..ki9 ^dwlragiv opt theiir .parii 1 
th€y were all' foif.vJC^ipiifliiog|j(r dyiog.. .Thi$i'ally 
or rather. batiK. laftedifrtxvf. looming till i?,vc.niog, 
At teftrthe<jnfidetsi.iaAoai&<d jat %hp k^\i^'M^ 
^uf^gCjoC th^ v;iiriftjan^»..M9d daunted »iih the 
^cc of their blows, 'began to give way a ikt)^ 
The J^iig^ ticlMQg >iheiniflagi)]^fiam<ed new vigqtir, 
*nd brok^ mo th^m fwofd inthaod,^ .j Jt, wj^jaftj^r* 
^Atd^ a^moscr bmchafT ^raiher thaota figU%*r /i^ 
■*^ftiaO) i^ridkiis,, . breaxlvLagf. bk)i^d /aiid : v^nge^W^ 
•gftiuft, jthRj in&tela,' gav^ noiq^^^ter ;. ^orf cots .<?£ 
<>/^.ra^.dowo. the(line:s« aod mo&.ot the Sgypr 
JJans thajt^camc tpihe fpccoor oCAfealon/peiiih^d 
^n thH finlfy , .. hwh as could eicape the fury of the 
wiftian ibidiers got back into the town, carrying 
thuhor; wkh the ihame ot their defeat, a defpair of 
p . . faving 
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f^tk i<dtiforcemem» to(^ likc'wift all kbpef o^raifing 
th€ fiege* 4 heye wafli ^^g^ocpi! ^owfternarioa ; the 
otd tneo) wOm«fi, fttid'Vfbiidreti) nevier fttrredr from 
the mounts, vi^arymg out l|iea?en with jtjieir ^am 
prayers ; Ai^h as had ftilF ady health atid ftpetfgth k&, 
ifm^ldyed themfielves itv^ makings mtieochments he* 
Mild the Wi\% 0f iht ^ t ^t SM^ite of !a^ pDodi^ 
gkiuft l>igner^' fhr6wn<ir^oi» OfM^of 'xlu^ Mg^ica of 
ihe hefiege»| faliidg't^y 6hanc«'t:9bn a g«€at beaoi 
tdf ried hy f^rty meti^ ' m«ft <]£ ^hOflti mete ^nmifiied 
M p1«c«9) thc'ier^i' of' «h^ people; already pr^pof» 
fefled that they could not refif^ ther'^hriiiuns^ 'in** 
crWed to filrh'a-degr^ci, tHat th«y vaiblired to ^re- 
^hr the 4ftfrnbkt dOtire^tK>tK<^'<^'^»i*dAauli> bf « 
Itoifl^ -CobipbfilitMi.. -^.-h .(. >i.^ Tivc^.i .M . ;oi ^j 

• A ftiifpenfibn'df jitiiiis wa$'ttrfttagra<»l m^'undet 
pre^nce of cupifmgoff^^he^ deaif ^ <b0ch' SSdeti 
9ii^4 hy ttieatis d^ thfe^irnovidMy i<h^ri^:'fato a>nD< 
gotitttita^ tht H^eftty was ilbdo: eonduded bem^fi 
rhe parcks, ^h€foa« of Vhioh «mhs> hfi^aid «f be^ng 
t^k^rltid b^ ftormv and^^he other: dl «(j ^^i&c^oa^^ 
obliging tlteM to raii^^tlU fiege^;fifolPhbf «lii)>pad^ 

\ike ^bii^\mm^i^kie\f fo ihtf^CthiiftbUif, ^^«4 ih9X 
th^ lati'dr flibuld #Uimi(k chcci^^^^a^goti^/Wiih^la'oon^ 
¥oy-td*etfri«y their Jsffi^^MiGM Larls^^Oi'tiqif'ln Tthfe db- 

A'.D.»^^54'*. ■■ ^-5 ^' ,' o- i.T.-r ^, .,.'■ 

• '^Thcire h'^ b$«a'iio^cao<i^&ft^ifinji(0<tb>l^t<tf<^f4jfa- 
IdHi, ellhei^ moi»e ^To^ibira<o<r iiAOt^^ uf^ul' ih'tn i^tMi 
bf Afcdtoiii '^ri%€>tht4diaYi ga^tYit^thaRPwae ^i^fA 
fh«^ojt^*¥iiAg '*wkh'4iia]P^«)if <L3»«!ia/<^i*aif€^^ (»0tifi4i*«i\ 
4ib*]?i"€teri ib Ij^|j^Jirfelf; Xh*'4i«vt^i (J*Uisfib©i^ft 
t^kl!^ y»Qi v^Gi^tfdi ^i^h 6&traord?n&ry joy <ii>^£tt^ 
rope X i:hey w^re ^tU «ppria€>d of th^ plirtJ^Hi^ick 
the ffiragisf of 4h€}fmfpUa/i')ei;$ h*diri it, tA^ the at- 

* The contiQoater d$ Si^sltrt plaoatiu&etttii inA.'.Ct.'rx^i^), 
■•■ - koowlcd^ment 
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faio^riedgefeaeoi^Qf .]>is:fefi^(|$$.«r$^/ jiVBU.prD)»bft- 
Utj, the feafdo ^by popie Ao^il^fius l^ , granted 
new ^W ifegeis to Aq ^cdec^ jii^d ^i>»6ri9(6ii ik^ oid 
onjK, ill nwybbcT/cco .m)^he .UuW^' t|^M poptiff ad- 
dttit^m RaimcilMl Dopuf* TIk pope ^iurrcVx do- 
efar«Sij;tliait fo\]onmg.th^eH9imtk ^( bis ^pdocef- 
(brs laniorceatlL €«kfijaeli. LMQiu$;llvaQdCl9g&- 
niusilL'he 4iakie$ the htOtfi^f^a^tioufif bf bi. Jpho 
into the protfiQionvf Hi- Pbtcr; itbat be ^ll^ws tbe 
hofpkiHcrs to i>iukl'>cViircii0i find ciwitch yards to 
all t&e jUn(is and .feignfdri^b^^ligingiro tfa^m, and 
to iDtcr tbicil- dcc«ile4:brietfe^ini |ttecrfi> .wirfiraU tbc 
««mcwrittrof (}hC'cbuiiicbia^Qt*itfcftapdii>g.anir in- 
ter4ift)lfli^ioiit^by<hA'ordtiW4t7^ md^tvt^ to fagr 
^ ca(ile.:nMira.:afldfdiBipe feryi^eio b<. fai^roijoe »• 
Ttw in aoy mhi^r litdtdiAed jAurtjbcs, if lyhig tn 
diefoikd which fheho^itaiUcf!^>are obliged t^ travel 
^0 oiKdieQcie'iiMhe. Qrden of i thek- Aiperiors, 

The holjhi^cr, dbreAing bis diff^ourfe toibem, 
%s; *' Atrfoift, rroyrbrei|ire«,;!Bf|ake.fp wwtby ao 
" ufe of .^imiil goods ai<d poStSSom» cmtplpyiiig 
^'thcnfte :the>lMblc»ti«<^rof jtbfS 1^ ^.en- 
" tertiAtmcot of -pjlgtfflWjow^foi^id ijlltbe faith- 
^ ^1^ df /whitt{d[^icf foof e^^ tbtff aiee« ta. e9^£^ the 
" tythc of your lands, or to pubHlh any Bcdefiafti- 
*^ cal fcftteoce of JnutCFdi^Ai tnfp^tifion, or e^qom- 
** ittiQicaiiiofi. ')» thereto ufTchies b^iorxgiog «o ypu^; 
II atxiifiieiifeio£aigfioier»l id^rdift>l»idwppiJ:who|e 
^:coiuni$es,i^ttarm0y /^ib)i3opjHniiie,.tOi ha?c dit/jfc 
^ iMkt hii3i^isiiftv^<h}»i^s^pFOv'kiedh'i^ done 
'' whh the doovs ihut:, abd wlhhovl ri^igifS'of bell;. 
*' We-'giijot yOtiJikewUe the flibeny«^' admitting 
^ priofta aod» clcrijs, «8 ^i^\ ints> yoi:|f pn»cipal 
^ baufe of Jerufalcfn* as mto the ^otber fubordi- 
'* tate hbutes that idepeod upon.it. And if any 
** hlfkeapB or ordinaries- l>pporfiB .it, yq^^voa^y pevc^r- 
** <Wcfs,%n yictue.of ihftieutborky ojk ,the holy 
*'ftc^*ocfllicihem after l>roper t^ftlpnQpials,^f their 
*' «»l!ba.;: ctnd' filch 4>rlt»ft$/ipd;v«lf;^ks .fKall^ Jjc 

** abfolutcly 
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*' -abfolutclv exempted f«*oin- their jurifdi^ion, and 
** be fubjea only to the holy fee atid To^ir chapter* 
<*' You tnay likewife reeeive i»ks of tree eonyditioti 
**; for the ferviccoif the-^poor.^ Aod ar for fuch 
*^ broth^ts'iis hai^ bectt oAti admttejt ioto jour 
'** foclciijr, we forbid them to t|iih it> •r ta enter 
'*^' ihto ahy other o#der, utider'pretbaocof greater 
^*^ regtilaritf. 'Aod wiih regard to the dedkatioo 
'* of your churches, the conicdration of your al* 
" tars; a9id'ifheordftiiitioiy«of your clergy, youftall 
'*^ apply x&\}Xt biflibp^of the dlociefe, if he be in 
''^ ' eommuhtbn with' thtt holy iee, and will confer 
*** hbly'orders^ati* V but if liot, you arc autbori- 
'«« (ed l^ ihe holy 'fee ^^eh»ft anybiikop you ihall 
«* fee fit. • Mot^over,' -we ^otifirin anew all grants 
'** o^ hilds- and fc^'gnorie»ia:fllie prefeat poiTci&on 
••* of your houfe, or* which you fliall hereafter ac- 
*' quire on this iide the fea or beyotui it^ as well io 
" Europe as in Afia. in fine, (fays Anaftafius, di* 
*^ 'f'e^Hng hisf^eiihrto the* ^reat jnafter), when it 
\*' (hall pleafeGod to take yott tp himfelf, we s^ 
<< 'datn that yo\xt brother hofpnallers fliall have full 
«* arid entire -liberty to cleft your (ueceflbr, - ^"7 
«' force Of* odA^rl^atlce-to'the^ cootrary-zwhatfoeTer 
'♦^ notwithfttfnding/' ' i > , . ; . 
'^ Though this bull of pope Atiaflafius was in the 
*iTiain only a confirmation of the privileges which his 
' p^edecefloj^ had alre^ady gmnced <to the order of St. 
*JbKAf, 7et Ft5u5cfeer;,tliiifc ps(triai:eh' of Jerufeleoi) 
^pd- t'hc other Latin \>\Qm^ of PalddiM, refolntdlf 
Opflofcd'theffe c*cmpti^n«,' which were fo-miusydi- 
^ininutibns '6f their jorifdiAfoh and reveoues. 

Of all the ecdeilaaka! penalties ir^ided by popes 
and biihops u^n (intiers, that of a g<;nerai excoffi* 
inunciation or interdict, though fcarce So niueb ^ 
known in the primitive churchy wa9 at that tiine 
the rnoft frequent* They made lite of it.isigairfft 
princes lihat were' refradory to the church;. ith^ 
thunder- boll was levelled at-theii^ domioiOfl&V ^^ 
. . • I ^ . their 
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tkir fubjcfts were involved in the fentence, and a 
multitude of innocent perfons fa&eved, on accoisnc 
of a finglc offender. The form and manner of ex- 
tcuting this fentence had nothing in it but what was 
dilmal and even terrible. The altars were intirely 
ftripped ; the crofTes, the (hrines for relicks, the 
images and ftatues of the faints were laid £at upon 
the ground, and covered all over, to fignify that it 
was a time of grief and mourning : The bells cea- 
fed to be rung^ and were even taken down from 
the belfreys : No facrament was adminiftercd, bat 
baptifm to children newly born, and confeifion and 
the communion as a viaticum to dying perfons : No 
mafs was faid in churches but with the doors (hut ; 
fieih was prohibited, during the interdidl, astntich 
as in lent ; and to fuch a height was this rigour 
tarried, that p^ple were forbidden to greet one a^ 
nother, or be ihaved, nor was it permitted to give 
the tonfor, or cut the hair of the priefts or clergy. 

But what is ftill more deplorable is, that iome 
popes and biffaops often employed thcfe arms a- 
gainft kings and fovereign princcii, and for interefts 
purely temporal. Twas one of the fureft inftru- 
mcnts of their government. The people, frighted 
to fee themfclves depnved of the outward cxercife 
of religion, forced their fovcreigns, for fear of a 
general revolt, to fubmit to the yoke^ Tis no won- 
der therefore, if the patriarch of Jcrufalcm, and o- 
tlier Latin biflaops of the eail:, bore impatiently, 
that whiKl the kings of Jerufalem, and the princes 
of Antiochaod Tiipoli, were not exempt from 
^Hcir jurifdi^ion in point of the inrerdift, the popes 
fliould grant this privilege to the hofpitallers: Thefe 
prelates too were not lefs aggrieved with the ex- 
emption from tytbes, which they had feized after 
^lie conqueft of the Holy Land, to the prejudice of 
the clergy of the Greek church. 

The natural dciire of prcfcrving great pofleffions. 
atid defending their authority, motives which touch 

Vol, L 1 men 
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men to the quick, broke the union which h^d hi- 
iherto (ubfiftcd between the fecular clergy and the 
horpiuller: . The biihops could not bear to think> 
that the holy fee hact difpenfed with the knights 
from paying them the tythe of all their pofieiBons, 
and they extended this right and their pret^nriQons 
even to the booty that might be gained from pil- 
laging the camp and territories of the 1nfidels« The 
privilege likeways which the hofpitallers had ob* 
tained of faying or caufing divine ferviee to be faid 
in their churches during the interdiA,- notwith^ 
ftandmg they did it with the doors fhut, brought 
'abundance of offerings and alms to the priefts ^d 
chaplains of the order, which the fecular clergy 
looked upon as fo many robberies committed upon 
themfelves. Befides thefe general grievances^ 
Foucher the patriarch complained of one particuUi* 
relating to himfeiff» viz. that the hofpitallers, whofe 
church and houfe ftood near the church of the ho- 
ly fepulchre, had eredbed more magnificent build- 
ings than his own church and palace: The com- 
plaints were bitter on both fides ; the one founded 
their claim on common right, the other pkiaded 
their privileges in bar of that right. Invectives and 
abufive language fucceeded thefe reciprocal com- 
plaints; and» what is not to be mentioned without 
concern, they proceeded at laft to a^s of violence. 
'Tis faid, that a^rrows were (hot from the quarter 
cf the hofpitallers againft the priefts of the patri* 
arch. Thefe ecclefiafticks indeed did not returp 
force for force ; but out of a more refined fort of 
vengeance, they gathered up thefe arrows, tied 
ijiem in. a bundle, and, to prcferve the memory of 
(o odious an outrage, fixed them up at the entrance 
of the church of Calvary. William Archbifhop of 
Tyre relates this faft as an eye witncfs * ; but rhat 
writer, though no v^ay favourable to the hofpital- 

t J. 17. r. 3. p. 93«. 
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lers, OWQS at the fame timC) that the gre^ mafter 
was reverenced as a good man that feared God : 
Thefe are bis very woids. He adds, that the caui'e 
of thefe dlflenfions ought to be laid iipbti the popes, 
who had exempted thefe milkary friars from the e- 
pifcopal jurifdiflioD. 

The patriarch, to obtain a repeal of thefe privi- 
leges, which were fo odious to him, under- 
took the wefterti voyage, though pear- an 1 1 53* 
hundred years old, and refolved to go in 
perfon to Pope Adrian IV, who was then upon the 
holy fee. He was accompanied with Peter Arch- 
bifhop of Tyre the hiftoriao's predeceiTor, Baldwin 
archbifhop of Cefarea, Frederic^ bifhop of Acre, 
Amaury oiFSidon, Cooftantine of Lydda, Renicr 
rfScbafte, and Herbert of Tiberias. The great 
matter and council of the order fent deputies alfo 
on ihcir part, to anfwer the complaints of thefe 
prelates ; and, if we may believe William archbi- 
shop of Tyre, thefe deputies^ had got the ftart of 
the patriarchy and by great prefents had made the 
pope and whole ^ court of Rome their friends. 
Voucher and the other bifhops of Palefline had au- 
dience of the pope at Ferento, a little town near 
Viterbo. . This great affair was debated at feveral 
fcffions before the pope and the whole college of 
cardinals ; and for the better maintaining of the 
rights of the parties, both fides were allowed ^idvo- 
catcs and lawyers to plead for them. The bifliops 
complained that the hoipiiallers, abufing their pi i- 
^*^cgcs, received excommunicate perfons into their 
churches, and in cafe of death gave them Chriftian 
^rial ; that during the interdiA laid upon the city, 
^W had rung their bells, contrary to an eitprcfs 
claufe iu their privileges, that their church being 
^ear that of the holy fepulchre, they let them con- 
tmually a ringing wbillt the patriarch was preach- 
"|g the word of God to the people, on purpofe to 
^nder his being heard i and that they refufed to 
I 2 piiy 

Digitized by VjU»JV It: "^ 



ICO HISTORY OF THE 

pay tythe of their revenues in all the dioccfes 
of Palefiioe^ ivhere they had any lands and c- 
flates. 

The archbifliop of Tyre, after relating all the 
complaints of the clergy, fays nothing olt the de- 
fence made by the hofpitallers ; he only gives us to 
liinderftand, that they got the affair protracted ; 
that by their prefents and intereft in the court of 
Kome they kept the pope from giving judgement in 
it, and the patriarch and bifhops of Pa1e(line» fee* 
ing plainly oi themfelves, and having fecrct advice 
from- their friends^ that they fhould ^ever obtain 
any fentcnce, took leave of the fovereign pontiff 
and retjLirned home, fays the hiftorian, loaded with 
confu&on. He adds, * that of all the cardinals 
there were but two fo juft and faithful to Jtfus 
Chrift, as to declare themfelves in favour of the 
clergy ; that the pope and all the reft of them, cor- 
rupted by the prefents of the hofpitallers, followed, 
fays he f, the (leps of Balaam, ion of Bofor ; a 
companion certainly very odious, and the more fo, 
becaufe of the two cardinals, that were, according 
to this author, fo faithful to Jefus Chrift* For 
one of them was Odavian, who fet himfelf up af- 
terwards for antipope, by the name of Vi£lor II. 
and cauied a terrible fchifm and infinite mifchief to 
the church ; and the other was John de Morfon, 
cardinal of St. Martin, one of the minifters of his 
ambiciou» and the principal abettor of the fchifm. 

. To juftify entirely the memory of AdrW 
1 1 56. ao^, we arc indifpcnfibly obliged to obfcrvc, 
that this pontiff, one of the moft difiniereft- 
ed popes that ever fjit upon the throne of St. Peter, 
far from enriching his family out of the treafures 
of the holy fec^ gave not the leaft fhare of them to 
his relations ; that he carried his diiintereftednefs 
even to an unwarrantable rigour; and though his 

• 1. j8. c. 8» t L iZ. c, 3. 
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■nibtber, who farvived him, was reduced to extreme 
poverty, all that he did for her was, by his will to 
recommend her to the charity of the church of 
Canterbury. Bat if we may believe Bofio, his bare 
declaring in. favour of tht hoipitailers was enough 
to draw upon him all the bitternefs that flaws, fays 
htj, from the pen of that partial hiftorhn. * 

i\fter all, the patriarch of Jj;ruralcm and his hif- 
torian could not but know, that the predeccflbrs of 
^naflafius had berore this granted the hofpitailers 
xnoft of the privileges in queftion, wiihout any 
complaint ever being made of their being procured 
by bribery. But it is probable enough, that the 
popes being engaged in troublesome wars, -either a- 
gainf^ the* empcroi** of the wdi, or the Normans of 
Apulia and Sicily, and even againfl the inhabitants 
of Home, were not unwilling to exempt the hofpi- 
tailers and templars from the jurifdiftion of their 
ordinarier, thereby to ertgage more particularly in 
their imerefts^ fo confidcrable a military, body, 
wfaofc power artd riches were continually increaiiog. 
in all parts of Chri^endoYn* 

1 ihill not tafee upotf one to give an tccoQ(*it of 
th« ieveral fettlementsmade ttt thofe times in favour - 
of the hofpitailers of 8t, John t this wdufd cany 
me too far. But I thinrk myfelf obliged to obferve, 
that part of the great revenues of the hofpitailers 
and templars came chie%fi*oiii the princes^ mobiiiry, 
and gentry, whoj tkp9» taking the baibit and 
crofs of the two orders^ gave them moft of theii* 
great feigniorieF. Thus about that time Guy, coui-t 
and foverdig«» of Forcalquier, taking the croB and 
habit of an hofpitaller, gave to the order of Sr: 
John his caftle of Manoiqud, which contained fuch 
coofiderabk lands aod feigniories, that th^^ made a 

• Nclla narratione dclia qiial iftorla il fus detto archi/eficvo di 
TiiO aggrava molto la mano addoflb a gli hofpi aiieri, Ictivendla in 
^oefto paftie<^epiu tofto come preiato ec archivefcovo orientate, et 
confiequaMeiBeikte coflle iotcrtilito et agpaffijinatOj che corns iOorico. 
Bofii, K I. p. p^, <--!- A. \ 
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bailiwic of it afterwards, with the title of Bailiff 
10 (lead of commander. The grandees of bpain did 
nor come behitid the French in thde i'entiments of 
efleem for the two military ordtrs, and the hiflo- 
rian of Arragon tells us, that about A« D. 1 153, 
Don Pedro Dartal, the firll baron of that kingdom, 
gave to the hofpitallers and tcmpla«s the ciry of 
Borgia, with its dependencies, which they txchan- 
ged afteiwards with Raimond Beicnger, prince of 
Arrigon, for D umbel, and the cadlcs of Alberic 
and C)banos» 

Thcfe donations fo frequent at that time, will be 
lefs furprifiiig, if we confider the admirable uftr that 
thefe military triars made oi them. Out ot all their 
great revenues, the hofpitallers and templars had 
only a very frugal fubfiftcnce ; the reft was either 
dedicated to4he maintenance of the poor, or em- 
ployed in carrying on the war againft the inhdels. 

Yet theie waniors, fo fierce and terrible in the 
day of battle, were quite other men when they came 
back to their convent. Scarce had they laid afide 
their arms, but they lefumcd with the regular habit 
all the exercifes ot their fii ft profeffion. ^ome ap- 
plied ihemfelvcs to the kivice of the fick"; others 
iJirere inkcn up in entertaining the pilgrims ; fome 
cleaned their arms, or mended the accoutrements 
of their horfes ; and all, in their refpcdlive cm- 
ploys, kept a religious filence, and feemed as refer- 
Tcd and penfive as if they had been hermits and 
anchorets : a rew manner of life, very rare and 
unknown till then^ wherein, without being entirely 
confined to the cloifter, or engaged in the world, 
they pradlifed fucc^ffively all the virtues of two fuch 
oppofite condirions. This we learn from St. Ber- 
nard, a contemporary writer, who, in rhe defcrip* 
tion which he has left us of the templars manner of 
life, has drawn a fort of living piflure of the mili- 
tary friars of thofe times, fuch an one as it is to be 
willied their fucccilbrs had always betorc their eyes* 

ylbcy 
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** They live together, fays that holy abhor, in an 

" agreeable but frugal manDCF ; without wives, or 

" children^ or having any thing in property tothem- 

" ielvcs, even fo much a» their own will. I hey 

*' are never idle, nor rambling abroad ; and whca 

'' thejare not in the field mar^ hmg ag intt the in- 

'^ fidels, they arc either fitting up their ain.s, ami the 

" harncfs oi their hories, or clfe tniployiog ilum- 

" felvcs in pious cxercifcs by order ot ilicir lure- 

" nor. An inlblent cxpreffion^ an ininu.dciaic 

" laughter, the kaft murmur, docs not pais with' 

'* out a fcvcre correction. They dttcft cauls and 

*' dice, they are never allowed the diveriion of 

** hunting, or ufeleis vifits ; they abominare all 

" fhows, drolleries, difcourfes, or ion, s ot a loole 

" nature ; they bathe but icldom, are generally in 

" aoundrefs, their face burnt with the lun, and 

" their look grave and folcmn. When they arc 

" entering into an engagement, they arm ihtnv- 

'* felves with faith within and iteel without, having 

" no ornaments either upon their drels, or upon 

" the accoutrements of their hories ; their arrr^s arc 

'' their only finery, and they make uie o^ tnem 

*^ with courage, without being daunted, either at 

*' the number or force of the barbarians; all their 

" confidence is in the God of hofts y arnl in fi^hc- 

*' ing for his caufc they feek a Aire viftory, or A 

" chriftian and honourable death *.** 

The lui^re of their virtues, and the glory they 

acquired daily by their valour, raifed a generous e- . 

mulation among the nobility and gentry of Spain. 

We obferved, at the beginning of this hiftory, that 

the Moors in the eighth century took the greattft 

part of that kingdom from the Goths. It is well 

known, that the Chriilians which remained of that 

nation, flying from tht periecution of the infidels , 

retired at firft in*© the mountains of the Afturias, 

irom whence they fallicd out atterwards, under the 

* St, Bsrnard exbor*(io ad roilitei tcaopUi 

conduct 
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coodufl of Pelagias, to defend their liberty and re- 
ligion. That prince, by little and little, enlarged 
the bounds oi his kingdom. His fueceflbrs were 
yet more profpcrous ; they recovered fcveral pro- 
vinces from the Moors i and thdfe ChriAtan prince*, 
who carried on the war in different quarters, to 
preferve a reciprocal independency among them- 
Iclvcs, crcdkd thefe provinces over which they af- 
fumed a fovereigmy into To many kingdoms. Such 
is the original of the kingdoms of Leon, Ca(iile, 
Navarre, Arragon, Portugal, Valeoiia, &c. The 
Moots too on their fide had cantoaed out their 
€onque(lr» and we find amt>i^ thofe barbarians the 
kings of I oledo, Cordova, Murcia, and Granada. 
The one was every day in aAk>n againil the other, 
and for feveral ages there was a continual war be- 
tween^ them. Sdrme Spanifli gentlemen, in imita- 
tion of the templars and hofpitailers, and for the 
defence of religion, formed hereupon fcveral focie- 
ties and military orders, compoled only of the nobi- 
lity and gentry of that nation : of thefe the order 
of Calatrava is reckoned the moft ancienr. 

Don Sanchez, the third king of Cr*ftilc, ha- 
ving won from the Moors the city of Calati'ava, a 
ftrong place and fromier of the kingdom^ of Caflite 
and Toledo, committed the government and defence 
of it to the templars : but thef<i knights having af- 
terwards advice that the kings of the Moor3 had 
joined their forces to befiege it, and finding tbem- 
felves too few to defend it, they delivered the place 
back again to the king. 

Sanchtz had need of all his forces to keep tbe 
field and m^ke head againd the Moors, who threa- 
tened at the fame time to break into CaAile. That 
prince in this diArefs declared, that it any one w^ 
able and brave enough to undertake the defence of 
Calatrava, he would give it him in property, to be 
held under the immediate foVereignty of his crown. 
But the formidable power of the Moors had fo in- 
timidated 
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tSmidated mod of the grandees of his court, that 
there was not one who offered to throw himfelf in-^ 
to a place, which was going to have at the foot o£ 
its wall the whole forces of the infidels. The king 
was in utter delpair of being able to iave it, when 
a monk of the CiflertiaD order, profcff:d in the ah- 
bey of Fitero in Navarre, called brother Diego Vc- 
lafqutz, who, before his profeffion^ had ferved a 
long time as a foldier, propofed to his abbot Don 
Raimond, with whom he was come into Caftile, to 
make the king an offer to fuflain the iiege with his 
own vaffals, and at his own cxpence. 

The king, who was well informed of the riches 
of that abbot, and the reputation which Velafquez 
bad formerly acquired in the army, accepted their 
offer, efpecially at a juncture when he had no other 
choice to make. The abbot and his monk return* 
ed with all poffible expedition into Navarre, and 
brought back with them near twenty thoufand men, 
moft of them their own vaffals or neighbouring 
Frenchmen that were willing to fhare in i'o generous- 
an entcrprifc ; and they were afterwards joined by 
feveral Laftilian gentlemen ; at the fame time they 
fupplied the place with provifions and ammunition,^ 
and this military colony added to the fortifications 
of the city a fort which covered it entirely. 

It was out of this body of Navarefe and Caftilian 
gentlemen, who threw themfelves into Calatrava, 
that the military order of that name was afterwards 
formed, viz. A, D. 1 158. From the fame motive 
of making war againft the Moors of Spain, there 
arofe. about A. D. 1175? * fecond military order^ 
dedicated to St. James of the fword, and A. D. 
121 2, the order of Alcantara was inAituted.. 
Thefe three particular orders, confined to Spain^ 
were diftinguilhcd from one another by croflts of 
different colours, but all equally terminated by 
flower de luces; a circum (lance which would make 
ene imagine, that the Spaniards took thcfe flower* 

froip. 
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from the arms of France, to prcfervc the memory 
of thofc fuccours which the French had brought 
them from time to time in their wars againfl the 
infidels. 

Such were the military friars in the firft age of 
their inilitutioni which, in refpcft of them, may 
be reckoned the golden age of thefe orders. The 
hofpirallers, templars, and Spaniih knights, were 
diftinguifhed no lefs by a folid piety, than by^ their 
valour ; bur that blefied time did not laft above aa 
age : the man of war got iilfenfibly the better of 
the monk ; and valour, love of glory, and often- 
times the defire of amafling wealth, made their de- 
votion and piety flag initnCMy, Ambition, and 
views of aggrandizing themfelves by particular coii- 
que (is, began to infcdt thcfe orders^ though found- 
•rd originall^r upon> the vow of poverty. Out of 
this humane motive it iRras, that the hofpitflllers of 
Paieftine refufed a little before to undertake the de- 
fence of Paneas, unlefs Humphrey de Thoron, to 
whom the place belonged, would eonfeot to divide 
the property and revenues of it with them. That 
lord was forced to purchafe the affiftance of their 
artfis with this condition ; and it was not till after 
fuch a ceffion was made, that they prepared to 
march to the fuctour of the place. 

Pancas,-a eity of Phoenioiai called formerly Gcfa- 
rea Philippi, and fituaied at the foot of mount Li- 
banus, was a frontier of the principality of Da- 
niafcus, of which Noradin, that formidable enemy 
of the Chriftians, was the fovereign. The hofpi- 
tallers, having agreed upon their terms with Hum- 
phrey, loaded a great number of horfes and camels 
with arms, ammunition and provifions ; all which 
fet out from Jerufalem under a numerous convoy, 
and advanced towards the city, the laft of the king* 
ddm on that fide. Noradin having notice from 
his (pies of the departure of the convoy, laid an 
»aibufli in the way, and whea the.horpitallers dreir 

near 
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near to Paneas* they found themfelves furroundcd 
on all fides. However, they made a brave defencCi 
and fought a long while with their ufual valour ; 
but were forced to yield at laft to fuperior forces : 
they were bore dowo by the vaft number of the 
infidels, favoured at the (ame time by the advan- 
tage of the pofl they had fei^ed, and moft of the 
hofpitaller^ that went upon this expediKon periihed 
in it : nor was this defeat the Uift difafter that hap* 
pened to the .Chrtftiansu Noradin, in hopes of 
finding the inhabitants in a confternation at this 
lofs^ laid iiege to the place, and afcer a briflc and 
continual attack of fome days, made himfelf ma- 
imer of the town. He then prepared to attack the 
cadle, whether the inhabitants had retired; but 
having advice that ;the king of Jerufalem was 
marching with great expedition to make him raife 
the iiege, this infidel prince, who dreaded his va- 
iour, fet fire to the city, and retired with percipita- 
tion.t# But he had not got far, before h'e entrenched 
himfelf in a craggy place, where h» could not be 
forced, and from thence obferved the march of 
the chriftian army. The king entered Paneas 
without oppofitioQ, repaired the conFufions which 
the enemy and the fire had caufed, and putting 
troops and provifions into the cadle, fet out upon 
his return for Jerufalem. He marched with too 
much rafhnefs and fecurity to be upon his guards 
and hnd even fent away bis foot before him. No- 
radin j;|uitted the place he had retired ^o, advanced 
into the country, and got before him without his 
having any notice of it ; and having found a fpot 

f proper for an ambufcade, waited at the pafiage, 
urpriKed him, and fell upon his troops, which were 
broken almoft without fighting. AH that they could 
do was to fave the king, but moll of the chriOian 
nobility and officers were taken prifoners. The 
templars had no better fuccefs upon this occafion, 
than the hofpitallers in the former afiion, and bro* 

ther 
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ther Bertrand de Blaochford their great mafter, a. 
pious and devout man, fays William of Tyre, was 
caken prifoner with brother Odo, one of hi3 knigbis 
ajid marflial of the kingdom. 

The taking of the town of Paneas was the firft 
fruit of the viftory of the infidels. ^ They entered 
it a fecond time without much difficulty, but mif- 
carried before the caRiei a place well fortified, and 
into which the garfifon of the town and the inha- 
bitants had retired. As I relate thefe different e« 
Tents no farther than I am obliged by rbe fhare 
the military order, whofe hiftory I write, had in 
them, I {hall not dwell on what pafTed in Syria 
during the reft of the year ; and fhail only obferve, 
that Norsidin, always .on the watch to extend his 
conquers, took the field early the year following, 
and laid fiege to the caftle of Sueta or Czueta, an 
ancient city, as it is faid, of the country of Hus. 
The Latifi Chriftians had carefully fortified this 
place, which was fituatcd in the flraits of the moun- 
tains, and opened an eafy pafiage into the plains of 
Damaftru?. 

The king of Jerufalem, who knew the impor- 
tance of this fort, immediately afiembled all his 
troops, and fupported by a good body of cavalry, 
brought him by Thierry count of Flanders his bro- 
ther-in-law, he refolved to try again the fortune of 
war, rather than let a place o^ fuch confequence 
be loft. The chriftian army advanced on the fide 
of the mountains^ and had no difficulty to find the 
enemy, Noradin by the advice of Siracon his gene- 
ral chufing rather to draw his troops out of their 
lines than let himielf be attacked in his 
1 148. camp. He marched up to meet the Chri- 
ft:ians, and gave them battle in the plains of 
Putaha. The armies foon engaged. The foldicrs 
on both fides as it were in concert^ without flaoQt- 
ing an arrow, and contrary to the practice of ihofe 
times, advanced fiercely fword in hand. The king 
I . * at 
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tt die head of the principal lords of Iiis kingdom, 
and fofldvred by the military orders, in which the 
ftrength of his army lay, charged the enemy firft, 
drove all before him that ilood in his way, and 
had the lefs trouble to break that firit body, be- 
caufe the Turcomans nfually put their worff troops 
io the iraoguard. But after this firft trial of each 
other*s force, Siracon appeared at the head of a 
new lloe, compofed of old ibldiers; he rallied the 
fugitives and rcftored the battle. Upon this oc- 
cafion the Chriftians and infidels made extraordi- 
nary efforts, and both of them, Supported by the 
view and example of their foveretgns and generals, 
fought a long while with equal fury, without either 
fidc*s giving way, or the leaft appearance of fear 
9ind tprror. No fooner was one ioldier killed than 
anotlier ft^pped up in his place, and whatever dan- 
ger there was in the firft ranks, every one was preC^ 
^og to get thither : never was there feen fo furious 
and bloody a battle. The Chri(tians, enraged to 
find fo long a refidance, and animated by the ge- 
nerous reproaches of their pfEcers, made a frefh 
effort, and as if they had received a new reinforce- 
ment, fiung themfelives in fo refoluto a manner into 
the thickeil of ?tbe enemies battalions, that the in* 
fidels, not able any longer to fupport this laft 
charge, were obliged to retire and give ground, 
though ftill in good order and keeping their ranks, 
^ut (he king oP Jerufalem and the count of Flan- 
kers, coming up at the head of a large body -of 
cavalry, during this motion which the enemy was 
forced to make, obliged them to liy outright and 
difband entirely. More than, ^oo loldicrs on the 
infidels fide lay dead upon the place, befides the 
bounded and prifoners. All the honour of the 
day was juftly afcribed to the king, a young prince 
of excellent valour. His courage multiplied him» 
p we flaay fay, on fuch Occafions, and particularly 
in this laft battle ; he was feen aliuoft at the fame 
Vol. I» ' * Ik Digitized by vju^j^time 
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time in different places, and io every obe itbef e the 
danger was greateili, and his prefence oeetflarj. 

It is not known whether the great mafter of the 
bof|;Sitallers wa^ in this adtioo : his age probably, ex- 
xufed htm from it» he being above fourfcore ye;irs 
old. The venerable old mao, covered with vroxinds, 
and worn oat wich years, had withdrawn himfelf 
to the houfe of the hofpttallers of St. John at Jc- 
rufalem. There in a profound -retireffleDt, amidft 
ferious reflcAions, and in continual exeveifes of 
piety, this genuine foldier of Jefus Cbrift prepared 
himfelf for the great day that is fo terrible even to 
the holieft monks. He faw at lafl that dreadful 
.moment arrive which decides the fate of an eterni- 
ty : but if he faw its approaches with a whotefoifnc 
fear, it was alfo with the filial confidence of a true 
Chniftiaut who had expofed his life a thoubxid times 
in defence of the holy piaccSy where the author of 
life hknfelf vouchafed to die for the falv^tion o( 
man. Thus ended His days ia the arms of bis bre- 
thren, Raimond Dupuy, the firft of the military 
great mafters, much greater bv his folid : piety aod 
rare valour, than by his dignity, an 4 fuch ^as we 
*may compare at the fame lime to the holieft fouo* 
' ders ol tegular orders, and the greateft gen^alsof 
that age. The hofpitailerf| and indeed all die 
Latin ChriAians of the eaft^ who Jiad been wit- 
neiTes of his virtues, anticipating his tanonizationi 
^revered him as of the number of the btkfled^ a 
'iific which pofterity confirmed toliim« 
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BOOK II. 

AS rpon as tbe hpfpiuHerfr liad paid their laH: 
duties to the great ipafler, ibey afleaibled for 
the choice, of his fucceflSbr. Brot^^r Auger de 
Balben was propofed to fill ihat.gi'cat pofL The 
difintcreftcdncft, modefty and humility * which 
reigned in that firft age of t>^ order, prevented the 
putting up of any competitor. Bal- 
bqn WSI3 el^^ed with the apciafncitions. Au G£R de 
a^ concurrent fuffrages of all the. Bj^lbek. 
chapter. He wa? a French. gentle- 
man^ qf the province of Dauphine, an old coinr 
rade iti war of Raimond Dupuy's, of a great age, 
r^venenced in the order for his piety and prudence^ 
aDd of great weight for his advice in the kip^'$^ 
councif. 

Uiftory. affords, us a prpof of It on occafio.q of 
the fcl^ras raifed : in the church upon the. death of 
pope Adrian IV. Cardioal Rolando chanccUpr of 
tbie church o£ Rorne^ had.heen ruifed to the chair -^ 
of bt. P.eter by the votes.of th^ greateft part of the 
c«irdii3a}s; and had. merited this advancement by his 
pipty and great e;iKperience in the* government of - 
the churchy wherein he bad always had a great 
fh^re*. He took: the o^cpe. of Alexander III. yet • 
in oppo&^on to this canpnical elc£lion, cardinal 
O&aviapy. hurried away, by hi> ambition, and iiup- 
ported by. moft of ihie fenj^tor« and grandees of 
Rome, who were his relations^ had caufed himielf. 
to be dcdared pope by the name of Viflor III. by 
John de Morfon cardinal of St. Martin, and Guy . 
de Crema cardinal -of Se» Calixtus. The emperor, . 

* A4 hoc etiam milites templi Hierorolymitani^' ac fritres <ie hoC 
pitali, fvb religiofo habitu contineiiter vivtntes, ubiquefe multi- 
plkaado'in religiofitate fe defendebant. Chroo. Guil. de KaDgk ad 
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who, in his dlfputes With the court of Rome, had 
experienced the ftcady and refolute difpoticion of 
cardinal Roland, favoured the intrufion of the an- 
tipope ; the kings of France, England, Naples and 
Sicily declafcd thctnfelves for Alexander. This 
competition divided the whole church, and pro- 
duced the fatal fchifiu we are fpeaktng of. 

The pope, deiirous to be acknowledged by the 
Latin church of the eaft, fent John, cardinal pricfl 
,o{ St. John and St. Paul, thither as his legate* 
Some Genoefe vefiels carried the legate rhto Phoe- 
iiicia, and he landed at Gibyle* formerly called 
Gebal. He immediately difpatched a copy of bis 
powers to the king, and requeued that prince's per- 
xniffion to cxercife his iegatine authoj-ity throughout 
the kingdom. But as the opinions of the 
ii6o. council were divided, the king fent him 
word to ftay at Gibyle, till he was better in- 
formed of what had pafled in the election of 
] l6l • the two pretenders. In the mean time a coun- 
cil was called at Nazareth, at which were pre* 
fent Amaury patriarch of Jerufalem. Peter arch- 
biihop of Tyre, all the biftiops of PaleAine, and 
the grand mailers of the two military orders. The 
king too thought proper to be there, together with 
his council and the principal nobilhy of the kingdom. 
The bufinefs of the council was to determioe 
which of the popes iliould be acknowledged in Fa- 
leftine. The opinions were divided ; fome decla- 
red in favour of Alexander, others preferred the 
aniipope ; and bcfidcs divers fafts alledged to jufti- 
• fy the canonicalnefs of his cleftioo, they reprefent- 
ed, that this cardinal in Adrian's hfeiime, had, up- 
on all occafions, with great zeal, defended the inte- 
rcfts of the church abd clergy of Paleftine. But the 
reader may fee in the former book, that this pre- 
tended zeal confifted only in his declaring againft 
the hofpiiallers, in concert with the cardinal of St. 
Martin, at the affembly of Ferento. 
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Thh was the cb^ef motive wKfch engage4 * foi»e 
bifiiops. to favour Oftavian. The king, Vfho was 
afnid that this divcrfiry of fcntinaent^ might occa-i 
fion a fchitm in his dominions, ftarted a third opi* 
nion. He propofed. to. the fathers of. the council. 
DOt to declare for cithei: of the pretenders, till the 
thuw:h had decided the queftion in a general coun- 
cil; that however, 4a confideration of the legate's 
merit, ih«y fhould allow.him to. come to Jerufalcm, 
make his. ftations there, a,nd vifit the holy places, 
but only as a private mjin, axxfi without cxercifmg . 
any aft-qf his lega^iit; [>owcr, 

<« Ihe fchifoi (fjays he, accordlingto William of - 
** Tyre) is'* but beginning ; we do not yet know 
" clearly enough which fide has the better right. 
•* Why then (hould we make fo hafiy a determi- 
" naiion in aa aflFaiF of fy?h eighty importance ? 
" B>;fid^Si, (adjds ihei^ prince), whai need has the 
" church o£ Paleilioe 9^ a legate, an officer of the 
*\ court of IVome I Do not w:e know, that fuclji 
** pcrfo»^ qwr cnt^r a kiijigdoa^ without riming 
** thecbu^chfts an<H o^oiiaijt^ries by their cxaftions? 
" And ea.n a ftat^, exhauftcd by continus^l wars, 
" which rouft he^ ^jiainiaincd againft the; infidels, 
" furni(h fvi<;h immenfe lu^fts as they e^^ail, under • 
" qok>wr; of dpt^r^yiug the. ncceffarj c^pence^ of 
'* thf ip kgptioi^/' 

AninQUVfS (o ff^^g, in \ybjch tl^e c^rgy were ' 
pariicvila/Iy iorer^ftcd, and; (vippcHrted by a prince 
vihon>a}j men honpur^d for his great qualiiii^s, - 
drei* ipo.ft oJE the biihops over tp his opinion : and 
i( would have paflcd un^nimouflyi if the archbifhop 
of Tyre, fccondcd by this gre^i njaftcr> had not ge- 
aer,ouflj opppfcd H *• tfee a«chbiihpp reprcfcnrcd 
JwA gyeas tpycq, tjb^t ^-^^J^aP.der's eUftion was ca- 
nonical, and made with the confent of the founded 
pa^.| o^ the der^y and gcpplc pf Row ; that the ^ 

* MoBo, lib. 6. 
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difturbance which an ambitious cardinal raifed itf 
the church could nowife excufe the faithful from 
the actual obedience which all Chriftians owed to 
tht: lawful vicar of Jcfus Chrift ; that the way of 
fufpenfion on this occafion was ho fecurity to their 
confcicnccs ; and that for his part he was refolved 
to adhere to a pope^ in whofe cle£lion the votes of 
mofl of the cardinals and the wifhes bf all good 
men concurred. In a word, this prelate fpoke with 
fo much zeal and reiblution, that he brought the 
king over to his opinion. The legate was admitted 
into the kingdom ; but he had not long exercifcd 
his fundlious there, and exafled the dues of his Ic- 
gatine office, but he became a charge to thofe very 
^pcrfons who had from the firft (hewn the greateft 
eagtrqefs f hii recepu'on : thcfe are the very words 
of William archbifh )p of Tyre. 

The patriaih of Jerufalem wrote in his own name 
and in that of his iuffrj;:ans to pope Alexander, to 
acquaint him with whit had paflcd in his favour in 
the fynod of Nuzarcth. ** Being informed (fays 
** he, in his letter to him) that your' eledlion was 
*' made by an unanimous concurrence of the cler- 
** gy and people, we have allowed and approved of 
*' it ; and, in confequence thereof, have cxcommu- 
*' nicated Odavian, with the two cardinals John 
*5 and Guy, and their abettors, and have unani- 
** moufly made choice of, and received you for our 
*' temporal lord and fpiritual father.'* I make no 
quelMon but it will appear aftoniihing to fee this 
patriarch, even in the king's prefencc, give the 
pope the title of temporal lord ; but it will be lefs 
iurprifing, if we confider, that the court of Rome 
had formerly cndeavtmrcd * to make it pafs for a 
maxim, that all the fcOnquefts which the Chriftians 

• Ep. Urb. IT, apud Ughel; I. j. p. 413. Ep. Adrian IV, tbffl. fO. 
Concil. edit. Coffart p. 1144. Joan de Sali/bery qaetalog. 4. c. alt. 
Matti Pahs ad ao, X155. 
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had gained over the injidels, and all iflands, efpe- 
cially where Chridianity was eftabliihed) belonged 
of right to the holy fee ; that the popes were the 
fopreme fovereigns ofthem, and that orher princes 
enjoyed thcoi only by a tide of fuz rainete, or Tub* 
altera fovereignty. It is well enough known what 
regard is paid now a days to thefe ultramontaia 
pretenQons. 

If we may believe Bofio, all the hofpitallers, by 
their adherence to the holy fee, had a great hand 
in the ready obedience that the church of Palcfline 
paid to Alexander III. 

The grand mailer of this order was not lefs fuf- 
ficieot or lefs fuccefsful in terminating a Umous dif- 
ference that rofe not long after in the kingdom a- 
bout the nature of government. King Baldwin III. 
being poifoned at the age of thirty three, and after 
« reign of twenty years, by a Jcwiih or Arabian 
phyfician, Noradin's minifters and coinmanders ad- 
^ifcd him to improve the opportunity and invade 
Palcftioc. ** God forbid, (replied that generous 
" prince), that I flhould take advantage of the mif- 
" fortune of the ChriAians, from whom, after the 
^' death of fo great a prince, I have nothing more 
" to fear." 

Baldwin dying without children, the fucceflion, 
according to the eftablifhed ufage ever fince 
the death of Godfrey d*e ^^ouiUon, defccnd- Feb. 
«d upon prince Amaury his brother. But 1 163. 
fotne great lords, who fecretly afpiied to the 
throne of Jcrufalem, maintained, from the very ex- 
ample of Godfrey de Bouillon, that the crown was 
entirely eleftivc. They added, that if his lucccflbrs 
had inherited it, it was not fo much in virtue of 
their birthright, as by rcafon of the opinion men 
had of their valour, and by way of acknowledge- 
ment for the important fervices they had done the 

ftatc; in a word, that the crown ought to be only 

the price and recompepce of merit and valour. 

Several 
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Several gentlemen; without haviog fuch high pre* 
teniions as thefe great lords, did yet adhere to their 
par y out of the t^ear tha< had been inltiHed into 
them of young A-niaury*s govern meni *, a prince 
indeed of great courage, bold, enterprifing, and 
even of a fuperior genius ; but proud, haughty, 
preftimptuoUH, the ordinary foibles of youth ; aod, 
what was more iurprifing at his age, covetous, and 
fuipe^led of thinking no means unjuft that could 
contribure to fwell his exchequer. 

Yet tliis prince Wds not without his partUafi»: all 
the gc,ntry and military men, who had rccived fa- 
vours from his family, were inviolably attached to 
him. ^Fhe clergy and people, who hououred the 
memory of the kings Fu'k and Bildwin, declared 
openly for Amaury Beiides, as he was pofle&d 
of the counties of Jaffa and Alc<ilon> by way oi 
appanage, he foon faw himftlf^ at the head of a 
powerful Hrmy ; and that of the groat lords began 
to decline and leflen every day through the diveritty 
and competition of their interef^s and preteofions. 

'However, both parties made prcpuraiiOns for war, 
and it looked as if this great difpute could have been 
determined no other way than by fnrce ;. but naoft 
of the ^ood men, who torefaw with grief the dif- 
mal confrquences of a «ivfl war, lal>>ured and in- 
terpofcd for an aceommodutir)n. The gr^indimaAer 
of the holpitalltrs had the principal (har« io i». 
That wife old man, ftill more vtnerabk ^p h^ ^c- 
tue than his age, reprefented to thofe gi^ndets, 
who were moft jealous and food of tfacir pret«n- 
fions, that the divifion they were raifing in the kipg- 
dom tended dire^bly to open the gates of Jerufalem 
to the Sarazens or Turcomans ; that the crown 
which thoy refuted to put upon Amaury's head 
ifould infallibly pais upon that of Noradio, or the 
caliph of Egffi : «* And if this iiiisfort<iui» hap- 



• Witt, Tyr. J, J9. c, 11, 
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" pens, (fays he to'^thcm), what will become of you ? 
" you will be the flaves ot infidels^and the coatenipfr 
*' of Chriftians ; you will be looked upon as trai-' 
'' tors and Judafes, who ha^e deliyered the Saviour r 
*' of the world a fecond time into the hands of his 
'* enemies." The grand mafter by fuch difcourfe^ 
calmed the ftorm» and brougiit theie lords infenfr* 
bly over to the prince's party ; and after feme ne- 
gotiationsy wherein each malecontenc took care o£ 
his private itttered, they went all in a body to afiure 
Amaury of their fubmiffion. That prince was af- 
terwards crowned. in the church of the ho- 
ly fepulchre the j8th February A.D. « 163, 1 163. 
and all the ei^ates of the kingdom folemnly 
took the oath of fidelity to hmi. 

The grand mailer, worn out with years, did not •« 
long furvive that auguft ceremony, which might be 
coolSdered as his own work. He had governed hia 
order fcarce two years, when death carried him off*^ 
but after contributing fo fuccefsfully to the peace « 
of church and ftate, he had lived long, enough to^ . 
die with glory. 

The hofpitallers chofe in his ftead brother Arnaud- 
de Comps^ a knight of an illuftrious 
family in the province of Dauphine, Arnaud de 
who was not at all younger than his Com-ps. 
predeceflbr. Scarce had ihis new 
grand mafter taken pofleiSion of his dignity, whei» 
he was obliged to advance to the frontiers, at the 
head of the hofpitallers. The bufinefs was to op* 
pofe fome frefh incurfions of the Sarazens. Wc 
have obierved, that after king Baldwin HI. had ta- 
ken Afcalon, the caliph called £lfeisy to iave himfelf 
from the continual inroads that the garrifons of 
that place and Gaza made upon his frontiers, had 
fubmitted to pay the kings of Jerufalem certain 
fums by way of contribution. But the caliph Ad- 
hed, fucccflbr cO Elfeis, or rather Schaours or han- 
nar, who, by the title of fukan, governed the ftate 

wit^^ 
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wiih an a1><o1u(e authority, refufed openly to pay 
that fort of tribute any longer ; and to break a 
treaty fcandalous to his nation in the moft publick 
vidnncr, he put himfelf at the head of a great body 
of' troops, and ravaged in his turn the frontiers of 
Judea^ 

Amaury ♦^ burning with impatience to revenge 
ihh' infra^ion of the treaty, afiembles hk forces, 
fuflfimons the nobility, gentrj) and two military or- 
ders, and advances' with great expedition to repulft 
the- enemy. Both fides were preparing for a bloody 
war, when there arofe difturbanc^s and civil wars 
in -Egypt, that obHged the fukan to abandon the 
frontier, aod l^ad his troops back into the k4ngdomi 
But the king of Jerufalem could make- no advan- 
tage of this precipitate retreat. 

To underftand this point of hiftorys it is ncceflk- 
ry to call to mind what was faid in the firft book of 
this work ; tha^t after the death of Mahomet there 
rofe up in that feft, and even in the falic prophet's 
family^ federal princes, chiefs of tdifibrent dynaftiesi 
who, by the name of caliphs, pretended to be heirs 
ta Mdhomet-'s don^inions, and the tpue interpreters 
of his law : and'und^r this pretexts and « to keep 
theiv AabjeAs in obedience, they had publi(hed dif* 
ferent comjnentarie« and explanations of the ako- 
ran, in many points contcary; and oppofite to one 
another, Abulabbas^ furnamedt Safia, one of Ma* 
homet-s grandfone, orat lea^ deftbended ojf the fame 
family V having been^ proclaimed caliph, was the 
founder of the dynafty of the Aba^Iides^ which fet- 
tled at Bagdatv. There were thirty fevcn caliphs of 
this family, who 1ucc«eded one another without in- 
terruption, and were acknowledged by all the Ma- 
hometans of Ada, and particularly by the Turco- 
mans of the Selgeucidian race, for tbc right^ luc* 
cei&rs of Mahomet. 

••WUK TyN 1. 19. c. 5« 
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AboOt A. D. 908 t> ^he dyoafty of the Fathi- 
mites, i, e. of the princes ^^ho pre- 
tended to defcend in a dired line from Hegir. 2j^« 
Aly, andFatima, Mahomet's daugh- 
ter^ began in Africa ; and Gxcy four years after, 
the caliph Moez le Diaillah entered Egypt. Subdued 
k, eauTed .the doAf ine of Aly to be received for the 
oaly orch^ox ^ioAritfe, and for<bad the obfervaoce 
of that of Omstr, and the Abiaffidian caliphs that 
refided at Bftgdat^ ftgdtoft whorm «his prince and his 
fucceflbrs, till the time of Adhed that we are fpeak- 
iog of, kept op a continual fchifm. 

This variety of fentiments in the explanation of 
the Alcorao, thefe dUputes and fchifmS;, and elpe« 
cially their genealogies, which were mbft of (hem 
hbmous, were inveot<Kl by thefe princes Only^to 
Hopofe^pontheipeOple, and juAify their ufurj^a- 
tioos; but fuch as weix well ieukdm their govorn- 
tfiems laughed at!the)ao. Thus one Thabetheba 
having: ddced the caliph Moe2, what branch of the 
houfe of Aly he- was defcended from ? the prince, 
who was then at the bead of a mighty anny, drew 
his fabre out of the fcabbardy and brandilhing. it 
before his eyes, *• rSceJberc, (fays he), my father, 
** my Another; and -my ftnceftovs.; and throwing 
*" handfuls of.gdld 'torhis ibldiers, fed there, adds 
*' he,- my thildjvnand all my poftewty." 

But the defeendants of Moez, grown effeminate 
i>y luxury aod pkafures, abandoned infendbly the 
govemment of the. kingdom and the command of 
the armies to a firft mt nifier> who, uoder the t^tle 
of fulun, like our old maires of the pfllAce>' govern- 
ed with ail Kbfolotei^olyer. Thefe tninifters, who 
'fttifirft had the foveiMcign dnthOriiy only in trui)-, 
foon fl^ade tbeoitreWAs independent ; they '. kept the 
caliphs confined in (hemiddk^of a pahice, amidft a 
iroop of iiromen- and eunuchs, and fettered as it 

+ Will. TytB L i^» tc. ao« 
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were in plcafures. They left them only fbuic ap- 
pearances of fovereignty ; the money ftill bore their 
(lamp ; they were named firft in the publick pray- 
ers ; the fultan too was obliged to receive the io' 
veftiture, and enfigns oF hb di-^nity, from the hand 

* of the caliph : but thefe prerogatives went no farn 
ther than mere ceremony. The caliphs durft nof 
deny the commifllon of fultan to any of their fub- 
jeAs that proved the (Irongeft. And thefe princes 

« were fo unhappy, that whiiil they were neceffitatcd 
to receive a maAer, they had not fo much as the 
choice of their tyrants. 

Sannar, or Savar, whom we have juft mentionedJ 
Was then invefted with the dignity and authority oi 
fultan in Egypt. This minifler, at the very time 
that he was preparing to attack the Chriftians, fav 
l^imfelf 00 a fudden ftripped of his dignity by a 

' powerful faction formed againft him. A Saracen 

his enemy, and ring- leader of the coDfpi- 

1163. racy, called d'Hargan^ taking his pofi, and 

the command of the army,^ advanced out o£ 

hand againft the king of Jerufalem ; they CTLva^ to 

an engagement; the Egyptians, half naked, and moil 

. of them without any arms but their bows and ar- 
rows, did not long refift the cavalry of Amaury; 
particularly the knights of St. John and the tern* 
plars, who were armed cap-a-pee. Thefe warriors, 
who formed fquadrons truly formidable^ foon broke 
the battalions of the infidels. The Egyptian arm; 

^ all drfbanded after the firft difcharge ; the king ol 
Jerufalem remained mafter of the fidd, and took 
abundance of piifoners ; his foldters enriched them' 
felves with the booty, and his majefty iomnediatel; 
marched forward with great expedition, and filled 
thofe larg^ provinces with the terr6r of liis arms, 
and the dread of his name. « 

D'Hargan, who had no troops to oppofe himi 
had recourfe to a remedy almoft as dangerous as th( 
cyii he deligned to avoid. Tollop ibe torrent, anc 
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gain time to feod for troops from the higher 'Egjpu 
he broke down the banks of the Nile, and drowned 
the country. But when he thought htmfeif fecured 
agaiod the Chriftians, he was ftirpriied by a new 
enemy no leis formidable than the king of Jcru- 
falem. 

Siinnar, whom he had difpoffciC'd of his dignity, 
had taken refuge at the court of Noradln, f\jhan of 
Alq)po ; and to obtain the neceflary fucconrs for 
his reftauration, he offc:red, in caf: he gat the b<!t- 
ter of his competitor, to make himfelf bis vaSal, 
and to give him every year the third part of the 
revenue of Egypt. Noradin, as great a politician 
as he was a foldier, fancied thefe civil wars would 
aSbrd him a proper opportunity and means to make 
himfelf mafter of that great kingdom ; beiides, that 
being devoted to the fedt and interefts of the Abaf- 
iidian caliphs of Bagdat^ he thought religion would 
be indebted to him if he could extinguifh thefchifm 
by deftroying the government of the F-athimites, 
whom the Turcomans of the Selgeucidiao race 
treated as hereticks. With this view he received 
Sannar Tery favourably, and after the treaty was 
figncd, levied a great body of troops> Which, 
though feemingly under the command of the Egyp- 
tian, were in faft governed by Schirgovich or Sira- 
con, a Curde by nation, the firfl of Noradtn*s cap* 
tains, and one whom he trufted with his moft fecrct 
intentions* 

D'Hargan having notice of this negotiation of his 
cooipetitor, and of bis preparing to enter Egypt at 
the head of Noradin*s army, and not finding him- 
fdf (Irong enough to make head at the fame time 
a^ainft the Chrirtians of Pifleftine and the Turco- 
mans of Syria, fued for peace of Amaury. That 
prince would not grant it him, but upon condition 
of paying the tribute which had bven the occafion 
oF the war ; befides which, he demanded a large 
(u(n of money for the charges of his armament. 

VolM. L" The 
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The fultan agreed to every thing, thinking tiat, ajt 
(o unhappy a jundure, he could not pay too dear 
for ptacc, or at Icaft fgr time to get clear of the c- 
neniy that appeared to him the moft, formidable of 
the two. He marched afterwards againft hU rival. 
The rurcomans and Egyptians ft on met : D*Har- 
gan was defeated : he ditd in the battle, or after if, 
by the treafon of one of his officers ; and Sannar, 
the old fultan, was re-inftated in his djigoity : every 
thiDg fubmitted to his power ; he rewardedhis crear 
tures, he put his enemies to death, and having no 
further need of Noradin's affiflancey he forgot the 
condition on which he had obtainjed itp or perhaps 
imagined that be was freed firom the performance 
of it by his vi^Elory. This was the grouj^d of a new 
war. 'I he. Turcoman general receiving pofitive or- 
ders from his mader to revenge the Egyptian's in- 
gratitude, immediately turned his arips againft hitQi 
and feized on Belbeis, formerly Peiuiium, apd A«* 
lexandria. Sannar applied to the king of JerufaleiDi 
and to engage him in his interefl, promifed that 
prince a confiderable fum,.be(ides an augmeotatioo 
of the tribute which his predeccflbr had fubmitted 
to. Upon, receiving the money, the king iigncd 
the treaty, and fent one of his officers, called Hugh 

of Csefarea, to get it raiirted by the caliph. 
1166,. This knight being conducted to an audience 

of the caliph, prefenied him the treaty* 
which that prince ratified ; but it was only for fprm 
fake. Hugh required, that according to the ex- 
ample of the king his raafter,- he (hould take him 
by the hand. The caliph, who had nothing left of 
all the rights of fovereignty but the ceremonial, af- 
fcfted a great fcruple with regard to the taking a 
Chriftian by the naked hand, and therefore cover- 
ed his own. But the Chriftian knight refenting a 
precaution which bordered upon contempt ; ** bir, 
** (Cays, he brifkly to him) our treaty ought to be 
•* fencere 90 both fides, and executed with the fame 

*• cerenaoaies. 
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" ceremonies. The king my mafter when he rati- 
" fied it, gave hfs bare hand to your ambafli<iors, 
" ind 1 fliall not accept your raiification, unlefs it 
'* be made with the fame f9rmaliiies." The caliph 
was obliged to uncover his hand, and give it to the 
ambaffador. Amaury, purfuant to this treaty, 
marched to the fultan*s affiftance, joined him" bsuc. 
Siracon, and puffued him to Belbeis, whither he 
had retired after his defeat, and forced him, ificr ' 
fome days ficge, to furrcnder the place to liim, 

Thils prince the year following bcfieged and took 
Alexandria. Young Salahebdin, Sif aeon's nephew, 
was ia the clty> with the greateft part of Noradin's 
a/tny. He was a young foldier of fortune, who 
had atfirft iiothing to recommend him but the in« 
tfcrcft and power of his uncle ; but he foon gained 
ihc efteem of the foldiety by' his courage and libe- 
rality. Heifefaidto have been very loofe in his. 
morals, but the defire of raifing himfelf, and the 
l«ve of glory, foon got the better of that of plea- 
fert, and in a Ihort time he became a great com- 
roander. This young governor defended himfelf a 
l^og time, and with great valour^ He m^de fre- 
quent faltics : every dav afforded fome new aftion ; 
and after a fiege of mree months, Amaury was 
fcarce farther advanced than tTie firft day, But the 
perfon, whom he could not ftibdue by force of 
arms, was vinquiflied at laft by fcarc^ity and famine; 
andSaladin, for want of fupply and ammunition, 
was reduced to ihfe unhappy neceffity of opening h$ 
gates to the enem,y. This young -Mahometan, as 
J|5 wa^ marching out of Alexandria at the head of 
"^sgarrifon, feeing HumfreydeThoron, conftablc 
^^^bc kingdom or Jerufalem, and charmed with 
[be bravery he had (hewn during the whole fiege, 
^s reported to have addreffcd himfelf to thatChrilH- 
an lord, « and to have deiired him^ as the gajlant* 

* S;c cliron. Will, de Nangis. 
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tft knight he knew, to do him the honour o,f 
knighting hioi with his own hand ^ which the con* 
fiable, by the king's per roiffibn, confented to, and 
performed with all the maiks of efteem and confix 
. deration due to his Talour, and the noble defence 
he had made during the (lege. 

Sannar, at laft mafter of Egypt, and rfd of the 
Syrians,, had nothing to do but to fend the king of 
Jerufalem back into his own dominions ; and that 
he might no^ draw upon himfelf his arms and re- 
fentment^^as he had done thofe of Siracon, he made 
the chriAian monarch abundance of magnificent 
prefents.. His principal officers too received from. 
him gifts of various forts : provifions by his order 
were brought from all quarters to the army ; and 
Amaury returned to his dominions loaded 
1167. with glory; but he fiillied it afterwards by 
an enterpiize, in which the hoipitallers un« 
happily had but too great a fliare. 

That prince, born with great views, but of a 
fiery and reftkfs ambition, was, after his return 
from Egypt, continually reflefting upon the grcat- 
nefs of that kingdom, the number and riches of its 
inhabitants, its fleets and the convenience of its^ 
ports ; and he was thoroughly perfuaded, that it 
would be very difficult for the Latins to prefervc 
the holy places, if ever there fhould be..a warlike 
caliph or fultan at the head of a kingdom fo power- 
ful and fo near to Paleftine, and thaf fooner or 
later the Holy Land would again become a pro- 
vince of Egypt, as it had been before the conqueft 
of Godfrey of BouiJloUi Full of thcfe reflcftions, 
and pofltfled with a notion of the little courage he 
had feen in that nation, he concluded, that he 
could not eftablifli his own government and that of 
his fuccefiijrs, better than by making himfelf ma- 
fter of that potent kingdom : and as a thirft after 
riches was always his domineering paffion, he had 
already in his own mind feized the caJiph and fuj- 
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tan's trcaPurcs ; and he flattered himfelf, that 
though he fhould not be able to make an entire 
conqueft of thai ftate, yet he fhould at leaft carry 
ofFpart of hs riches, by plundering the towns, and 
raifing contributions as tar as the moil diflant pro* 
winces. 

But as his forces, with regard to (6 great an en- 
terprize, were in no rcfpeft anfwerable to his ambi- 
tious views ; as he wanted troops and money to 
raife them, and was even deftitute of a fi^et to 
block up the ports of Egypt ; he addreffed himfelf 
to Manuel'Comnenus, emperor of Conflantinople, 
propofcd a league, and invited him to join in tlvc 
conqueft, and divide the kingdom between them. 
William of Tyre *, author of the hiftory of the 
Litin kingdom of Jerufalem, was charged'withthis 
negotiation. He was born in the country, but his 
anceftors arc faid to have been natives of France- 
He was archdeacon of Tyre, and A maury after- 
wards made him preceptor to young Baldwin hi« 
fon. From this employ he rofe to the dignity of 
chancellor, and. about A. D. 1174, was chofcn 
archbifhop of Tyre. He was only archdeacon of 
that church when he was fent ambaflador to Con- 
ftantinople. The Greek emperor Teemed no way 
averfe to the propofal made him by the ambaffiidor^ 
and after fome conferences a treaty was ligned. It 
was in purfuance of this treaty, that Contoftepha- 
Xius put to fea with the troops ftipulated for. 

Amaury, afTured of a fleet, thought only of i"n- . 
<:reafing his army by land : he communicated his 
deGgn to the grand matter of the hofpiiallers, who, 
by his characlcr, and compbifancc had a great 
fhare in the confidence of that prince. 
The grand matter's name was Gilbert Gilbert 
d'Amlit, or Dc Sailly ; he had lately d'Assalit^ 
fucceeded to Arnaud de Comps. TUe 

f Will. Tyr, 1. fto, c. 4. 
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king reprefented to him, that having barbarians fo^ 
their neighbours^ a people inured tO robberies> and 
whofe faich was never to be depended on^ nothing 
but pure force, and fuch a fuperiority as might be 
acquired by conquefts, could ferVe for a barrier a- 
gainil their inroads, and fecure the frontiers of the 
kingdom from their cnterprizes : that therefore he 
was refolved to invade Egypt, and make himfelf 
mafler of fome coniiderabU place there, which 
might hinder them from ever penetrating into Pa- 
leftine. The grand mafter, either out of com- 
plaifance, or pu(hed on by his courage, entered 
warmly into all the king's defigns. He was in truth 
a man of great valour, bold and enterprizing, but 
of an extravagant genius, and very capable of being 
impofed on by hopes that often had no foundation* 
He applauded the king for the.boldnefs of a pro- 
jedt, which, he iaid, was fuitable to the greatnefs of 
his courage ; and expreffed his great lenfe of the 
honour the prince did him, in allowing him to ai5t 
a part in it.. But though the grand mafler was at 
the head of a flrong body of warriors, his autho- 
rity was under the reftraint of a council, which, iii 
all their undertakings, were determined by the fix- 
ed plan of their rule and ftatutes ; and whatever 
impatience the grand mafter had to enter upon 
aflion, he began to fear the hofpitallei^s would 
fcruple engaging in an expedition which had no di- 
reft tendency, to the defence of the holy places, 
and ihe fecurity of pilgrims and the ChriftiaA 
world. 

The king and the grand mafter had feveral con* 
fcrcnces upon this Tubjeft. I he grand mafter re* 
prefcnted to the king, that to engage the whole or- 
der in an enterpiize of fuch confiderable expence, 
he muft intereft the council in it by the hopes of a 
folid recompence, and fuch as would make ample 
amends for all the iums they fliouid advance ; and 
accordingly they agreed, jhat if the Chriftian a,rmy 
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could take the city of Belbeis, formerly called Pe- 
lufium, the king flibuld grant it in property to the 
order. The grand mafter communicated this pro- 
pofal to the council of the order ; he laid before 
them the importance of the place, and all the ad- 
vantage the order might draw from fuch a con- 
queft, cfpecially in cafe the Turcomans, who every 
day became more and more formidable, fhould. 
make themfelvc$ mafters of Palefline s for then, he 
faid, the order might Transfer its refidence to that 
place, from whence it would not be- difficult, in 
fome more favourable junAure, to enter again Into 
the Holy Land^ and drive the barbarians out ia 
their turn. 

The fcnior hofpitallers, men who to a nicety of 
honour joined a fcrupulous obfervance of their 
ru\t, urged that they were a religious order, and 
that the church had not put arms into their hands 
to make conquefts ; that they had no right to ufe 
them at alU but for the defence of the Holy Land : 
betides, that they could not invade a nation, though 
an infidel one, vv^hich relied upon the faith of a 
treaty of peace juft figoed before. 

But others, fome of them friends to the grand 
mailer, and fome gained over by the king himfelf, 
declared for war. They maintained, that what 
treaties foever had been made formerly, either with 
the Turcomans or Sarazens, thofe infidels had al- 
ways broken them, when they had any profpcdl of 
being able to furprize the Chriftians ; that they 
had not obferved the laft treaty more faithfully 
than the former, and that pofitive advice had been 
brought, that their garrifons were continually ma- 
king inroads upon the frontier, and particularly * 
that one of their parties had- lately carried off fome 
peafants of the country who trufltd to the faith of 
the laft treaty. Whether this complaint was really 
true, or onlv a pretence, it was carried by a plura- 
lity of voices in the council for vrar, and reiblved. 
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that in cafe the king made an attempt to conquer 
Egypt, the grand mafter (hould follow him in that 
expedition, at the head of all the troops he could 
levy : And to raife the neceffary fupplics for this 
armament, they gave him a full power to borrow 
money of the banks of Florence and Genoa. 

Nicetas, in the life of the. emperor Manuel C6m- 
nenus, fays, that his imperial majefty, to contribute 
his (hare towards it, made confiderable remittances 
to the grand mafter by Theodorus Maurozumus j 
and it was probably to get a fum of money from 
the king of France that he likewife wrote to that 
prince. 

Aflalit, with tliis money, levied a great body of 
troops which he lifted into the pay of the order; 
and as his fancy was entirely taken up with ftaticr- 
ing hopes of conquefts, by his indifcreet liberalities, 
he drew a great number of vohintecrs into his fer- 
vice, who, like him, fhared already in imagination 
iill the riches of Egypt. The king was mightily 
pleafcd with the zeal he fliewed for the 
1 1 68. fuccefs of his enterprize. That priiice flat- 
tered himfelf with the thoughts of hiiving 
a fuccour every way as confiderable from the tem- 
plars ; but they flatly refufed being concerned in 
the affair, either becaufe they would not appear in 
the field with forces inferior to ihofe of -the hof- 
pitallers; or, as jhey gave out themfelves, becaufe 
they looked upon the war as unjuft, it being begun 
without any previous declaration by an herald : .A 
fure maxim indeed, but little minded by princes, 
who have more regard to their own intereft, thafl 
to the facrednefs of an oath ♦. 

^ Fratres auteitt militias tempi! eidem fi fubducefitts faAO} vat 
^uU eis contra coiir«:tentiam faam^ videbatur, aut quia raagilcr 
9mu!se domus, hujus rci auftor ct princeps vidcbatur, vires pcni- 
tus miniflrare, aut regcm fequi negavcrunr; dufum enlm vidcbi- 
tur eis, amico regno et dc ncftro fide praefuirienti, contra teflo- 
rem ps^jrum, et contra juri*; rcligit nem, immeritis et £d(rm icx^ 
laaxibus bcllum indiccrc* Will, T>t, 1. 20. c. 5, 
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Amaury, attended by the grand maiUr^ took the 
£eld at the head of his army» the moft nutnerout 
that for a lotvg tune had inarched out of Paleftine^ 
That prmce^ in lefs than ten days time, pafTcd the 
defert that divides Paleftine from Egypt, and in* 
Tefled Belbeis^ fummoning the inhabitants to opea 
their gates to him. This town was feated on the 
banks of the Nile, on the right fide of the river 
towards Paleftine; Mabazan, fon to the fultaiv 
Sannafy and one of bis nephews, who commanded 
then in the place, fent him word, that ihey were 
ilrangely fur prized to fee a prince appear under 
their walU as an enemy; from whom the caliph and 
fultan had lately received fuccours of the greated 
fervice to them, and with whom Kgypt had but jufi 
before made a folemn treaty of peace. Amaur^ 
vas for laying the caufi; of his taking arms on fome^ 
incurfions of the Sarazeos y but they were difavow- 
€d. Mahazin too maintained, that they could not 
prove that ever any foldier of his father's had^ 
fiocc the laft treaty, fct foot in the Chiiftian terri- 
tories ; but as force fupplies the place of reafoa 
with moft fovereigns, Amaury thought himfelf toa 
powerful to give ear to the reafons of the infidels ;. 
and upon their refufal,. it was vifible nothing but^ 
arms could decide the fate of the befieged. 

The town was fortified by all the methods which- 
art had at that time invented, but more fo by the 
number of. its inhabitants, who had all taken arms 
for the defence of their country, and, what is ftill 
'^ore, againft the enemies of their religion. A* 
ttiaury, fearing the length and uncertainty of a 
fiegc, refolved firft to try a fcalado : He was two- 
<Jays preparing ladders and machines neceflai y for 
bis CQterprize. Scarce had ^ the dawn of the third 
<Jay appeared, when the town was furrounded by 
the whole arpiy in battalia; the inhabitants on theic 
^de lined the walls, armed with arrows, darts, 
ftoocs and artificial fireworks^ No fooner were 
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tihe ladders brought near tlie walls, but a body of 
Amaury's troops, led by valiant officers, ran to the 
aflault. Nercr was there the like eagerncfs feen ia 
aftion ; fome endeavoured, by the help of ladders, 
ro climb up to the top of the wall, while others 
fepped It at the bottotn, and fome in places where 
it was lowcft, got upon the fliouldcrs of their com- 
rades, and made of their bodies a fart of fVairs to ' 
get up to the ramparts i The bcficged drovfe them 
back with their pikes, with r oHitig ^rcat ftoncs up- 
on them from the top of the wall, with darting 
their javlins, or throwing artificial fires ; aDd there 
perifhed in the beginning g£ this attack a great 
number of chrrftiah offiters and foliiers, before 
k could be feea on which fide the tiftory would 
turn. 

Ainaury, to fuftain this firftbodj% catofedfdiftr 
frefli troops to advance, who ^brJiVely ttioutit tfero* 
At thtckefk of the fires, javclttis, atid fton'es, get 
Bp to the top of the walls, caich hold of the bat- 
rlemcnts, and, in fpite of afl oppontion frotu the 
befiegcd, leap upon the ramparts, pufli aH before 
tliem, and make their way into the town fword \n 
hatid. This dofte, they fet open 'the gates, the 
Chriftians crowd in ; the foldiers, in the firft tran- 
foorts of thdr fury, ptft all htiart them to the 
wrord, withcrpt diftipftion of age, fei, or condition. 
There were Tome of thcfe furies that fpared dcithcr 
old men, tior ^Vomen, nor children at the Ijreaftv 
k looked as if the Chriftians were afraid of bc- 
hig lefs inhuman than the Saracens and Arabians. 
But the officers, as well as the foldiers, perceiving 
that their cruelty was prejudicial to their avarice, 
gave quarter to the principal inhabitants, iu hopes 
<>f drawing money from thefti for their ranfom ; 
and fuch as could not pay it were treated as flavcs 
and prifoners of war. 

Th« king of Jerufalem beings mafter of the place, 
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delivered up the pojfTdfion of h, accordiirg 
to his Jigrccmem, to the grand maftcr j and i idSl. 
ihewhoTe army, after Tome days reft, march- 
ed towards Grand Cairo, a coniiderable city, feated 
near old Babylon, and upon the deftruAioa of thaX 
place made the capital of Egypt. There is no do- 
icnbing thefurprife and conAernatlon of the fuhan^ 
when he. received the advice of the lofs of Belbeisi^ 
and the taking of bi3 fon and nephew, and that he 
hioifelf was going to have ail the chriftian forces 
upon his heels. As he could not much depend up- 
on the raw troops of the Egyptians, in fpite of his 
breach of fahh to Noradio, he faw himfelf reduced 
to the neceOity of having recourfe to^^hat prince ; 
and the imminent danger he was in. made him in<- 
feniible of (hame in imploring the aflK^ance of an 
a%wfaom he had deceived : . at the. fame tim^ he 
i^ndsfbr feveral regiments from the moft remote 
provioces ; ^avi to gam time for both to advance to 
his fuccotir, he difpatched ambafladors to the king 
of Jerufalejm, to, endeavour by a negotiatloa to re<> 
tard the progrefs of his arms. • , . 

1 he ambaiTadors arriving at thcrbya) camp»fCom^ 
plained of the.infradtioa of the treaty of peace; but 
as the injuftice was but too vifible, they did not jn^ 
l^ft much on a grievance which would only ferve to 
inceofe Amaury whom they had a. mind to pacify $ 
but to prevail with him to withdraw his forces out 
of Egypt, they made him fuch dazzling propoials, 
that his majefty, with whom peace and war werf 
equally venal, had not the power to rclift them. 
Ihey offered him two millions of gold for a peace, 
and for the ranfom of the fultan's fon and nephew ) 
an immenie fum in thofe d^ys, and fuch as could 
hardly be railed in all Egypt. Amaury, more af- 
fifted with ihcfe offers of ready money than with 
the uncertain hopes of conquering the king- 
dom, accepted the conditions. ThjC trea- U69. 
^ywasfigncd; in copfequcnce of which> 
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and for fetting the fulcan's fon and nephew at libcr- 
tjt they paid him an hundred thoufand pieces of 
£old in part of the two millions, demanding feme 
time to raife the ref^ ; and infifting upon a ccflation 
t>f arms between the two nations during the time 
that ihey were collcfting the money in the provin- 
ces ; as alfoy that the Cbriflians, to avoid alarming 
the country, fhould ftay in the place where they 
were, or at leaft advance on but flowly. The 
king of Jerufalem, always befet by his wretched 
paffion, without confidcring that moments in war 
are more precious than gold and (ilver» coiiiplied 
"with every thing ; and the fultan, to amufe him, 
fent him relrcfliments continually. He took care, 
at the fame time, to difpatch exprefs after exprefs 
to the prince, to excufe, under various pretences, 
the delay of paying the money agreed on. In vain 
did Amaury's chief officers labour to make him 
iufpcft this delay. That prince, blinded by the 
hopes of receiving fo vaft a fum, carefully avoided 
giving the Saracens the leaft pretence in nature to 
break the treaty : but h was hot long before he faw 
that he was impofed upoir: he heard, with equal 
furpilze and concern, that (everal bodies of troops 
were advancing oat of the provinces, and that a 
formidable army of the Syrian Turcomans were on 
their march to luccour the Egyptians^ and veerc ta- 
king their meafurcs to join them. 

Noradin, who refolved not to be the Egyptians 
bubble a fccond time, had poured in his bell troops 
on that fide, and put his general in a condition to 
force Sannar to keep his word. Notwithftandiog 
the feveral motions that Amaury made, Siracon, 
who commanded Noradin's army, and knc.v the 
country well, avoided meeting him, Amaury had 
advanced to fight him feparaiely ; but that infidel 
general joined the troops of the fultan. To com- 
p^eat the misfortune, the fleet which the emperor 
q( Conftantinople had fent to the aiSftance of the 
X Chriftians, 
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tJiirlftians, was part of it loft, and the reft dirper- 
fcd by a ftorm. Amaury deprived of rhis factour, 
and finding his army confiiderably weaketied by fick- 
nefs, defertion, and other accidents ufual in war, 
faw himfelf no longer in a condition of making 
headagainft the united forces of the infidels; fo that 
all his bufinefs was to get back into Paleftinc ; and 
as there was no profpcft of leaving the garrifon of 
Belbeis in an enemy's country, without any hopes 
of fuccour, againft fo formidable a power, the great 
maftcr found himfelf obliged to recall the hofpitaU 
lers that he had put into the place. 

Amaury took them up in his way ; and though 
he was purfucd fmartly by fome detachments of bi- 
racon's army, he made a fliift to get back into Pa- 
kMne. At I aft, after a tedious march, he arrived 
at Jcrufalem, full of confufton for having broken 
a folemn treaty to no purpofe, and been engaged 
in an unjuft and ill concerted ciitcriprife. 

The grand mafter was yet more urteafy at this ill 
fucccfs. - The courtiers, accordihg to cuftom, in 
order to juftify the young prince, threw all the 
blame of this unfortunate expedition upon hini. 
His brother companions of the order Were fto Icfs 
cxafperatcd againft him ; and they made loud coni- 
plaints, that he had run the order iii debt above 
200,000 ducats, an Hnmcnfc fum in thofe days, 
nierely to gratif/his vanity, and be attended by a 
great number ot volunteers. In ftiort, not able any 
longer to bear the contempt of fome, and the re- 
proaches of others, he refolvcd to leave Paleftine. 
He made a refignation of his dignity in a full chap- 
ter, and they' chofe in his ftead an old 
tnight, called brother Caftus or Gaftus, Gastus, 
^^ whofe countiy we have no account. 1 1 69. 
Were is not for the diftance of time, 
t>tiC might perhaps take him for the fame Gaftus^ 
^ho, during the firft criifade, entered with the 
<ount of Flanders, at the head of five hundred 
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men, into il>e town of Kama ; but in all probabi- 
lity this great mailer was only fome relation of that 
gentleman's. 

Gilbert d'Aflilit, upon his abdication, quitted 
Jcrufalcm and Palcftine, refolvlng to go into fbmc 
corner of turope, there to bury his grief and 
ihamc. He embarked at Jaffa, and landed on xbt 
coaft of Provence ; he paffed through France, co 
go into Normandy to Henry II. duke of that great 
province and king of England. He waited upon 
that prince at Kouen, and notwithfianding his mis- ' 
fortune, was well received by him, as Roger Hove- 
den, a cotempotary biftorian, relates. ^From theoce 
he took {hipping at Dieppe for England* which 
makes it probable that he was a native of that coun- 
try ; the (hip, as the hi{lorian fays, was old and not 
fit to bear the fea. Afi'^lit, impatient to be in Eng- 
land, caufed only fome flight repairs to be made» 
and went on board it ; but he was hardly got out 
of the port when the vciTel foundered. The great 
mafter perifhed on this occaiion, with all the paf- 
fengers, except eight perfons, who feized in good 
time on the bc^t. 

Sannar, though viftorious, was not fo eafily rid 
of Siracon Noradin*s general, as of the Chriftians 
iiis declared enemies : an ally fo powerful ^ave him 
great uneafine fs. Thefe two generals watched one 
another narrowly, and had each of them their pri- 
vate defigns. The Egyptian, after congratulating 
Siracon on his viftory, fent him magnificent pre- 
fcnts ; and reprefentiug to him the fcarcity of pro- 
vifions, prefTed him to return home. But Siracon, 
on various pretences, deferred his departure from 
day to day ; in fine, having wheedled Sannar into 
his camp, he had him afiafiinated, and entering 
into Cairo at the head of his troops, made himfelf 
mafter of the kingdom, and was declared fultan by 
ihe caliph himfelf, wjio was but a mere phantom of 
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a fbvcrcign, and whofc fate depended always on the 
ftrongeft of his fubjedls. 

Noradin*s general did not long enjoy the fruits 
of his villany^ he f^ll fick and died at the end of 
two months, and left the connimand of Noradin's 
troops to his nephew Salahebdin, or Saladine, be- 
fore mentioned, Whom the caliph of Egypt*, becaufe 
he could not avoid it, declared iirft emir or fultan ' 
of the whole kingdom, 

Saladioe difpatched immediately an officer, one ' 
of his friends, to Damafcus, to give Noradin his ' 
mafter advice of the death of Siracon his uncle, 
and to receive his orders. Some of Noradin's mi- 
niflers, miftruftifig the ambitious tdmper of the 
young general, advifed that prince not to confirm 
the authority of Saladine, who was not born his 
fubjeft> but to fend him immediately a fucceflbr. 
But Noradin, being apprehenfive that the taking 
away his command would put him upon thoughts 
of revoking, and having a defign to go in perfon 
into Egypt, when all was quiet in that kingdom, 
confirmed Saladine in his poft, only ordering him 
to caufe the name of Adhad as caliph to be left ^ 
out of the publick prayers, and that of Moftadhi, 
the thirty-third caliph of the race of the Abaflides, 
who refided at Bagdat, to be fubftituted in his ftead. 
He commanded him at the fame time to turn out 
the priefts and cadis or magrilrates that profefTcd 
tbemfelves of the fcft of Aly, of which Adhad, as 
caliph^ was the head and fovereign pontiff. That 
caliph furvived this great change but a (hort tia-,e. 
It is-faid that his death was not natural, and that 
Noradin, zealous and a bigot to his religion, in or- 
der to extinguiA the Ichiim in the blood of that 
unfortunate prince, fent private orders to Saladioe 
to make him away. But whether any fuch orders 
cjune from Damafcus, or Adhad's life gave conti- 
nual UQcafinefs to the ambitious Saladine, it is ^ 
M 2 ccrtairi 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ij6 HISTORY OF THE 

certain that he caured him to be ficaneled in the 
bath. 

He was the laft of the Fatamite caliphs, who be- 
came extixiA in Egypt in the year of our Lord 
1 1 7 1, and of the Hegira 550 ; and all the authori- 
ty in the government, both fpiritual and civil, de- 
volved upon Saladine, who, to make himfelf the 
more refpedked, received the inveftiture of it from 
the Abbafidiin caliph rcfiding at Bagdat^ 
. Salahedden-Jpfei-ben AJoubben Schadi was a 
foldier of fortune, a Curde by nation^ who engag- 
ed with his uncle Siraconia the fervice of Noured- 
din 2^ngh],,prince of Aleppo and Damafcus, whom 
we have b^n fpeaking of by the name of Noradio^ 
The calipn^ Adhad was no fooner dead, than Sa- 
ladine feized his treafures> wuh which we may fay 
he purchafed the empire^ by diftributimg them in- 
to his army. He gave every thing away. Never 
did any commander gain the affection of his foldi- 
crs by fuch prodigious liberalities. He was feverc 
in punifhing, generous in rewarding, good natur- 
ed, humane, perfeflly equitable with regard to iiis 
fubjedls, and at the fame time^ by the principles of 
his religion, a bloody enemy to the hofpltallers and 
templars ; he was moteover a foldier^ a general, 
and a great commander, and by his conquefts 
founded a vaft empire, the hiftory whereof is writ- 
ten by the famous Abbe Renaudor, the moil 
learned man of his age in the oriental languages. 

Young Saladine, being as able a politician as he 
was a great commander, paid, as long as Noradia 
lived, an entire deference to his orders; he obferv- 
ed too for fome time after his dearh the fame con- 
duft with regard to Almalecli-al Salchifmael No- 
radin's fon, whofe name hecaufcd to be mentioned 
in the mofques and publick prayers after that oftbe 
caliph, as was the cuftom with regard to fove- 
rcigns. He afterwards married that prmce's ma- 
ther ; but when he had eftablifhed his authority 

uDoa 
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vpoti a fubftantial footing, he took off the made, 
made war upon the fon of his mailer^ and cook A- 
leppo from him. Damafcus, the better part of 
S/ria, Perfia, and Mefopotamia fell under the ' 
pawer of his arms *. - 

There was nothing to ftpcraie thcfc vaft pro* 
vinccs whereof this new empire was compofed, and 
10 hinder their communication with each other, 
but only Judea or Paleftine ; for which reafon he 
btQt his arms to conquer this little ftate. • There 
wcFc every day new cnterprizcff and incurfions made 
by the infidels. The Chriftians knew not which 
way to turn themfelves, nor what part to fuccour 
firft. Saladine with an army of 40,000 men at- 
tacked the cafVle of Daron, fituated in Idumea, • 
four miles from Gaza : but meeting with two brave 
arcfiftance, he drew off and invefted Gaz<u iil"elf» 
which is the key of the kingdom of Palelline, on 
that fide next Egypt and the fca. He thouj»ht to 
find that place, which was intruded to the guard 
of ihc templars, deftitute of a garrifon, from a no- 
tion that thofe knights were drawn-out to reinforce 
the army t but he was convinced upon the firft ap- 
proach, and by the firft fally that was made, that 
%U the templars were not at the army. He raifed 
the fiege immediately, and by way of revenge for 
his ill fuccefi, his troops put all to fire and i word in 
the country, whilft his lieutenants, on the other 
hand, ravaged at the fame time the principality of 
Antioch and Phoenicia, 

The hofpitallers and templars were continually 
on horfebark ; and though thefe noble warriors 
made head with invincible courage againft all thc^ 

, * SaUhabdinss occupttor iVgjpti ozorCTn Nortdini fibi matrrmo- 
"10 copolans, cum ipfa r«gni regtmen, fug.tis hzredibus, occupavit { 
^<iRdc terra Roafiae ec Ge6r« occupata, circuxnJAcentia rcgna uf^i^e 
*d iDtima citerioris Indiae, nunc dolis, nunc armis ezpagnant, de 
'^pths plqribus mooarcbiatn efficit, Babyloniz ct Dama'ci fibi vea- 
liicans principatom : hKC fortauK ludentis putcatia, Chron. 9. de 
Nanjii^ 9d ann. 1174, 
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tfforts of the enemy, the king began to be fenfible 
of the fault he had committee], in occafioning the 
fuhan to call in an enemy equally powerful and 
ambitious to his fuccour ; and he law plainly, that 
there was no rtfirting him without a new crufade, 
and an army of the princes of the weft. He cm- 
ployed William Bifhop of Acre in this negotiationt 
appointing him chief of the ambafTade : but as this 
fuccour was remote, and even uncertain, he re- 
folvcd to apply bimfelf to the emperor of Canftan- 
linople, and went in perfon to that capital, to ob- 
tain of Manuel* whofe niece he had married, foroe 
troops, or at leaft money neceilary to make new le- 
vies. 

That prince, before he embarked, left the go- 
vernment of his teiTitories to the . two 
JouBEKT. grand mafters : the hofpitaller was 

1 169. called brother Joubert, a perfon« who 
by his wife conduA in the affairs of the 
principality of Antioch, well deiervcd to be prO' 
moted to that fupreme dignity. He fucceeded Ga- 
Aus. The choice the king had made, fo much to 
the honour of the two military orders, was a new 
inotive to redouble their application and zeal. The 
two grand maimers were obliged, in a manner, to 
jnake head on all Odes ; and to embarrafs them the 
more, befides the formidable enemy they had ia 
Saladine, there rofc up another of the houfe of Ar- 
snenia, fprung out of the very bofom of the temp- 
lars, who putting himfelf under the protection of 
«the infidels, adopted at the fame time all their ha- 
tred agaiiift the Latin Chri0ians. 

The kfllr Hrnienia, a province bordering upon 

Syria, had its own princes, that were Cbri- 

1170. ftians by religion, but moft of them fchif- 

maticks, as well as their fubjedts, and that 

from the Qreek church as well as the Latin* * 

* Bofio. 1. 8, p. 177, 

They 
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Thcjr mix no water with the wine in the holy facri- 
ficCf as the Greeks and Latins do, though they ufc 
leavened bread agreeably to the praSice of the 
Greeks. ♦ They make but one holy day of Chrift- 
mas and the epiphany ; 'tis faid too, that they 
cbufe butter inftead of balm in making the holy 
chrifm. They allow but one nature in Jefus Chrif^, 
and add thefe words, ** Who was crucified for us" 
to the trifagion, an addition introduced by Peter 
Foulon, an intruder into the patriarchal fee of An- 
tioch, bm rejefted by the Catholick church. Thefe 
fchifmaticks have a patriarch, whom they ftile by 
way of eminence the Catholick, and who reiides at 
Cis, the capital of the leflTer Armenia. The princes 
of this little ftate depended originally on the empe- 
rors of Conftantinople j but in the frequent revo- 
lutions of that empire, they never acknowledged its 
authority, t>ut when they were forced to it ; and 
by the help of Ifome caftles, feated on inacceilible 
mountains, they maintained their ground as well a- 
gainft the incurfions of the Turcomans as the en- 
terprizes of the Greeks. 

Fhodos or Theodore was then reigning in that 
country. This prince, though a fchifmatick, had 
yet, to fupport himfelf againft the Greeks, made a 
particular alliance with the Latins of theead. He al- 
lowed the hofpitallers and templars to have churches 
in his territories, and Melier of ^ilon, his brother, 
had even renounced the fchifm, and made himfelf 
a templar. Prince Theodore, to engage the La- 
tins more clofely in hiji interefts, had married one 
of his (iffers to a Latin nobleman ; and there being 
ifluedof that marriage a young prince, named Tho- 
mas, he had afterwards declared him to be his heir 
and fucceflbr. ' ^ ' 

Upon the death of that prince, Thomas his ne- 
phew was for uklng pofliffion of his territories. 

^ £pift, Gieg. Papae fept« 
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• But as he was no abettor of the fchifni,^ 
1 17 1, the Armenians (hewed a great deal of 
diflike to his government, and Melier the 
templar, taking advantage of this averfion of the 
people, "quitted his order, took up arms in'concert 
with Saladinc, obtained a confiderable fuccour of 
troops from him, drove his nephew out of Arme- 
nia, and made himfelf mafter of it. He afterwards 
invaded the principality of Antioch, and advanced 
even to the frontiers of the kingdom of Jerufalem. 
His troops, by his orders, deftroyed all before them 
with fire and (word, and left difmal marks of their 
fury in all places where ever they pafTed f . It i$ 
impoffible to defcribe all the barbarities which that 
apodate templar exercifcd upon the Latin Chriftians, 
and efpecialiy upon the knights hotpiiallers and icm* 
plars his brethren. Such as fell into his hands, he 
caufed to be murdered in cold blood, or clfe deli- 
vered them up to the infidels, as pledges and proofs 
of his fidelity, by which means thefe foldiers of Je- 
fus Chrift were put to death with the moft dread- 
ful torments. 

The grand mafter Joubcrt would gladly have 
gone in perfon to rcprefs the inroads of the rene- 
gado, and take ample vengeance 'Of hiih for fo 
many cruelties. But as he had ftill the care of the 
regency upon his hands, and could not leave the 
frontiers of Egypt, without abandoning them for a 
prey to the incurfions of Saladine's troops, he or- 
dered a knight of his order, who was alfo a great 
preceptor or great commander in it. and had the 
guard of the frontiers on the fide of Syria, to draw 
together the hofpitallers and foldiers under his 
command, and to advance againft the apoftate Me- 
lief, and give hjm battle. 

Bohemund III* of that name, reigned at this 
time in the principality of Antioch, He was the 

.# Will. Tyr. I. »o, !»8, f Idem ibid. 
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fbn of Raimond, brother to William the laft count 

of Poitiers and Auvergne, and duke of Aquitain, 

which Raimond, as we have obferved, had by 

means of the hofpitaller Joubert, married the prin- 

eefs Conftance, heirefs of the principality t)f Anti- 

Qchy and only daughter of Bohemund IK and the 

jflue of this marriage was Bohemund III. This 

young prince andthe templars joined with the hof- 

pitallers againi) the renegado Melicr : and Amaury, 

king of Jerufalem, at his return from Conftanti- 

Dople, where he had received more honours and 

fine promifes than efie£lual fupplies, prepared to 

march at the head of his troops to take on him the 

command of the army : but advice came, that Mc- 

lier, not thinking himfelf flrong enough to keep 

the field, had retired to the defiles of the moun- 

taiQSy and intrenched himfelf in places where it was 

not eafy to force him. 

The Turcomans on their Cde, to make a diverfi* 
on in favour of the Armenian, hadinveft* 
cd Arach or Krach» a place in the fiomier 1172^.. 
of Arabia Petrasa *. Upon the firft news 
they had of ihe fiege of Jerufalem, Thoron> coa- 
fiable of the kingdom, drew out the ho/pitallers 
and templars that were left in Jerufatem, and ad- 
vanced with great expedition to relieve it. At the 
approach of the chriftian army, the infidels r^ifed 
the fiege, and retired into their own country. 

Asraults are perfonal, and there was a villain 
and traitor even in the college of the apoftles, Mc- 
licr's apoftacy did no injury to the reputation of the 
templars ; but a barbarous aAion« committed not 
long after by a brother of that orderupon an envoy 
of the prince of the affaflins, and connived at by 
the grand ma fter, began to lefien and fink the e« 
fteem and aflFe^ion which till then was paid to the 
whole order in general. 

• TO. Tyr. I ly. «t. 

Thcrp 
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There had been fettled for..feveral ages in ih 
mountains of Phoenicia, between Tortora or Anta 
radus, as it was then called, and the town of Tri 
poli, a fort of banditti, who fceaied to be Maho 
metans, but in reality had fcarce borrowctl an 
thing from that feft but thcirhatred of the chriftia] 
narrrc» They were barbarians^ without any 4aw 
faith, or evea religion, but blindly devoted to th 
will of their chief, by whofe orders the moft (hock 
ing villanies were confecrated into heroick virtues 
They cholc this <:ommander by a majority of votes 
He look on him no title but that of Old, or Senior 
a term from whence in thofe limes was derived iha 
of Seignior, which, in baftard' Latin, iignifies th 
lame thing ; and he was called the Seignior of th( 
mountain, on account of the mountainous coun 
try Avhich thefc banditti inhabited. 

But i4/^d<r a ftylc ?ind title fo modeil in appear 
ance, this chief of the affaflins enjoyed an authori- 
ty more abfolute than that of the grcateft kings, 
and his pow*er was the more firm and fubdantial, in 
that it was founded on a principle of religion ; and 
becaufc this brutifli and ignorant people were bred 
up in the belief, that if they died in executing the 
orders of their chief, they Ihould go immediate!; 
to a delicious paradife, and be placed in the firfl 
feats there *. The feignior of the mountain made 
ufc of theft wretches to difpatch his particular ene- 
mies. They went to flab even princes and fovc- 
reigns in tbeir very palaces, and in the midft of 
their guards. It was a fort of fchool or academy 
of aflaffins, and thefc barbarians were not deterred 
by fear of the moft dreadful torments from execut* 
ing their bloody commifSons, . 

To avoid iufpicion^ they generally carried no 

• Wiir. Tyr. 1. 14. c. 19. 1. ao. c. Jil. Matt. Paris A. D. 1150. 
Will. Ncubti. 1; 4. c. 24. id. 1. 5, c. 16. Jac dc Viiri 1. i. c. 13. et 
14. id. 1. 3, p. 1 126. See Dm Caog's obftf vatjons oa the hift. of St. 
ii^oois, p^^Sj; edit. i66S« f. 

^ . arms! 
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arms but a poinard, called in the Peifian tongue 
Haiiifin ; this name was given them upon that oc- 
cafion, and from thence we have formed the word 
AiTuflin. This little (late confifted only in fome 
caftles^ built on the ridge of the mountain^ or up- 
on inacceffible rocks ; but- there were in the' bot- 
toms betweeq thefe mouacains, and in the vales^ a 
great number of villages, peopled with above fixtr 
thoufand inhabitants, all of a cruel and favage dif- 
pofition, murderers by principle, and fo refolutely 
defperate, that moft of the neighbouring princes, 
though far exceeding them in power, yc^ durft not 
make war upon them. It is related of a fultan of 
Damafcus, that having fent an envoy to a feiguior 
of the mountain, named Hacen, to threaten him 
with the ruin of his little territory, if he would not 
pay him tribute, this chief of the afTaffins, 
widiOut making any reply, ordered, in the envoy's 
prefence, one of hisfubje^s to throw himfetf head* 
long from the top of a tower, and another to ftab 
himfelf to the heart ; they did fo on the fpot. Ha- 
cen thereupon turning towards the ambaiTador, who 
Was not a little frighted at fo odd a fpedlacle, Tell 
your mader, fays he, that I have fixty thoufand 
men as much devoted to my orders as ihtfe two j 
and from that time the feignior-iOf the mountain ne- 
ver heard more of the fultan's pretenfions. Other 
hiftorians fay, that it was acount of Compagne, who 
going from Tyre to Antioch, with a pals, from the 
fcignior of the mountain, and travelling through 
his little ftatc, was witnefs of this horrid light. But 
be that as it will, moft of the chriftian and maho« 
metan fovcrcigns thought fit, for their own fecuri- 
ty againft the fury of thefe aiTaffins, to fend great 
prcients to their chiefs. 

The templars, who were in podefllon of the 
places adjoining to this little date, were the only 
perfons who durft venture to make war upon thefe 
^aiBos, and attempt to rid the earth of fuch mon- 

fters. 
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fters. But as thefe barbarians, who had it in their 
power to revenge themfelvcs on the grand maftcr, 
were fenfible that the order, being governed in the 
manner of a common weahh, was not to be extin- 
guiflied by the death of their chief, whofe place 
would immediately be filled with a fucceflbr, every 
whit as eager to make war upon them, they fub- 
snitted at laft to purchafe a peace with the tribute 
of two thoufand crowns of gold yearly, payable to 
the order. 

The feignior who commanded at that time in thefe 
xnountainsy either out of a religious motive, or to be 
cafed of this tribute, fent ati ambaifador to the king 
of Jerufalem, to aflure him that ke was ready to be 
baptized with all his fubjeAs, if the templars would 
difcharge them of the tribute. Amaury was higklf 
pleafed with the propofal, promifed that the tribute 
jbould be remitted, for which he engaged to make 
the templars amends, loaded the envoy with pre- 
sents, and at his return fent him away, fays William 
of Tyre, attended by one of his guards, who had 
orders to conduct him to the frontiers of the ftate. 
They were already pa ft Tripoli, and ready lo en- 
ter into the ftreights of the mountains, when a 
templar, named Du Mefnil, hurried on by the ani« 
mofity that had fo long reigned between the Chri- 
ftians and the aflaflins, without any regard either 
to the public faith, or the officer the king had fent 
to protect him, ran his fword through the envoy's 
body, and killed him on the fpot. 

It is impoflible to exprefs the king's wrath and 
indignation, when he heard of this intolerable viola- 
tion of the law of nations, efpecially fince it aifFed- 
ed the chief of a banditti, who would not want af- 
fafEns to make reprifals. He fent immediately to 
Odo de St. Amand, then grand maftcr of the or- 
der, to demand the criminal of him ; but Odo re- 
fufed him, under pretence that his knights were 
abt fubjed to the jurifdiflion of the king's officers: 

^ it 
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it was not that he demurred upon the crime the 
templar had committed, for he himfelf had caufed 
him ro be arreded, and had put him in irons ; but 
as the queflion related to the judges before whom 
the crime was properly cogni fable, and he pretend- 
ed that the templars held only under the pope^ he 
declared that he^ would fend, the criminal to Rome 
in irons, and till judgement was given in his ca(e» 
he forbad all perfons whatfoever to meddle with 
him,, under pain of excommunicationi agreeably 
to the privileges of the order. 

The king, without troubling himrdf about thefe 
declarations, caufed the criminal to be carried oQ\ 
and confined him in his own prifon at Tyre ; and 
that prince, to fatisfy his own juftice, and the re- 
femment of the fcignior of the mountain, would 
have made an exemplary punifliment of him^ ^^ his 
tlcathy which happened at that junAurC) had not 
faved the prifoner*s life. 

Amaury left three children by two marriages, two 
daughters and a fon. The eldeft of the daughters, 
named Sybilie» wasi at that time widow of \Villia(n 
Longuefpee, marquifs of Montferrat* The young- 
er, named Ifabel, the offspring of his fecond mar- 
riage with Mary, a Greek prince($ and niece to the 
emperor Manuel, was married afterwards at eight 
years of age to Humfrey dc Thoron, grandfon to 
the conftablc of Jerufalem, The eldcft of all thefe 
children, and Amaury*s fucceflbr, was Baldwin IV, 
who was born of his firft marriage with Agnes, 
daughter of Jofceline de Courtenay, the fecond of 
the name, and prince of EdeiTi. 

Baldwin was born with great infirmities, and was 
dying in a manner all hU reign. The regency of 
his dominion.s was committed to Raimond III. court 
of Tripoli, furnamed the young, his next relation, 
ion to Raimond II. and Hodierna, daughter of 
Baldwin II. king oi Jerufalem, and widow of the 
famous Tancred, who fignaliz:d timfelf under; 
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Godfrey dc BouUlon-. Raimond III. was dcfccnd- 
cd by the male Jine from the firft count of Thou- 
loufe, who acquired fo much gloiy in the firft cru- 
fade. 

During Baldwin's minority, the forces of the 
Icingdom of Jerufalcm leflened in proportion as the 
power of Saladine incrcafed. Thk prince, after 
making himreUf maftcr of the greatcft part of No- 
l-adin's dominions, had lately, in concert with his 
widow whom he had married, taken Damafcus. 
The count of Tripoli, alarmed at the power of fo 
formidable a neighbour, drew down all the for- 
ces of the kingdom on that fide, and taking advan- 
tage of Saladine's abfence, who was-rettirned into 
Egypt, lx:fi€gcd Harem, a caftle in the neighbour- 
liood and territory of Aleppo. The prince of An* 
tioch and the count of Nevers, whom devotion had 
brought to the Holy Land *, were prefent at th« 
fiege, with different bodies of troops under their 
'Command ; to whoYn were joined, as William of 
Tyre relate*, the grand m after of the hofpitallcrs, 
Hivith his knights and many of the templars. The 
fiege was long, and ended at laft in a pri- 
1 174. vate treaty between the count of Tripoli 
and the Turks, by whom he was bribed to 
draw off his forces ; and this infamous corrcQ>on- 
dence of a chf iftlan prince with the infidels, had 
afterwards confcquenccs very fatal to the Latin 
Chriftians. 

During this fiege, Saladine fell into Paleftinc on 
the fide of Egypt with a mighty army. King Bald- 
win being then of age, and in the favourable inter- 
vals which his infirmities allowed him, mounted 00 
horitback to oppofe that conqueror. He met him 
iif ar Afcalon ; they came to an engagement ) and, 



* A(Tumpti$ ergo ihis, et doinino coniite TripoHtafio, magiflrciqQC 
domus hofpitalis, et multis ex fiatribus militi« teinpli^ id partecucoo- 
fbiidit Tiipolitanaf. Will, Tyr. 1. a. c, i«. 
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though the forces of the two parties were very un- 
equAlf Saladine having at leaft twenty fix thoufaQd 
horfe, and the chriftian army hardly, amounting to 
four hundred horfe and three thoufand fopc, yec 
this handful of troops falling on the eneiDv's 
camp in the nighr, put the infidels into a terrible 
conflcrnation ; moil of them ran away, and Sa- 
ladine himfelf^ imrepid as he was, to make the 
greater hafte, mounted a dromedary half naked. 
aud fled into his own territories. 

The year fbllowing, Baldwin, to put a ftop to 
the iocuriions of the Arabians, atteiupted to forti- 
fy a caille upon Saladine's lands, beyond the river 
Jordan, in a place called Jacob's ford *. This was 
the occafion of a new battle that did not prove fo 
(ortuQate to the Chriftians as the former. For Sa» 
k^ioe hairing drawn them into an ambufh, which 
behzd laid in fome hollow and rocky grounds, 
they were furprized and attacked on all fides f. 
The chriftian army not being able either to march 
forwards or make a retreat, difbanded at once ; 
iiOQc but the hofpitallers and templai s Aood their 
ground: the greattft part of them were cut ia 
pieces : Jouberr, grand mafter of the hoipiialkrs, 
tho* wounded in fevcral places, had yec ftrength e- 
nough left to fwim over Jordan, and got lafc to 
the caftle of Beaufort ; but Odo dc St.. Amand, 
grand mafter of the templars, being overborne by 
tiie number of the enemy, was taken prifoncr by ^ 
the infidels. X Robert Dumont, a cotemporary 
l^iftoriao, fays, that Saladine ofiered him his liberty 
in exchange fpr one of his nephews, who was a 
priioner of the order ; but the noble grand mafter 

• Eodem anno Chnfliani firmaverunt caftclluin fort'lCmum in 
tern Saladini ad vadum Jacobi ultra fluvium Jordanis j fed Saladi- 
nus .Uud per vim cepit, in cujus captione fumrnas magifter hof^ii* 
talis captus fuit, et in terram Saladini du^uSi fame periit. Rog. 
Ho\edin, in Henr 11. p. 555. 

t Roger Hovedtn^ parte poft. in Henr. II. p. 566. 

X Robert de Maate appen. ad Sig. Gembl. p. 666. 

N a anrwcred 
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anfwcrcd him bravely f, that he would never, by 
his example, encourage any of his knights to be 
mean enough to furrender themfelves prifooers, in 
hopes of being lanfomed ; that a templar ought 
either to vanquilh or die %, and had nothing to 
give for his ranfom but his girdle and his knife. 
We have no account how he efcaped out of the 
hands of thefc barbarians ; hut it will appear in the 
lourfe of this, hidory that he came back to Jeru« 
i'alem. 

There is no defcribing the confternation that the 
Latin Chriflians were in after this defeat ; the 
victorious enemy overrun the kingdom, putting 
every thing to fire and fword ; the chriftian army 
was broke and difpcrfed ; the king relapfcd into his 
ufual infirmity, which turned to a leprofy, and of 
the two grand . maffers, one was a prifoner in the 
cnefny's hands, and the other difablcd from aftion 
by reafon of his wounds ' 

The kingdom being reduced to this extremitf, 
and in no condition to carry on a war, they were 
under a necefliry of having recourfe to a negotia- 
tion, the only {hift and refource of the weaker 
lidc. They applied to Saladine for a truce, which 
they purchafcd of him with their money, and 
which he would not have agreed to at any rate, if 
a famine had not at that time made a terrible ha- 
vock in his own provinces. 

In the foregoing year pope Alexander HI. had 
iflTued out a bull for calling a general coun- 
.XI 79, cil at Rome, which is the third of Lateran. 
He fummoned thither the Latin prelates of 
the caft, in order to concert mcafures with them 
for the defence of the Holy Land. There came 
on this occafion to Rome, the archbifhops of T);rc 
andCefaria, Albert bifhop of Bethlehem, Raoul'of 

•f- Piftorius 1, I, • 

J" Dicens non cfTc confuetudinis militum tempi! m- aHjua re- 
iemptio darccur pro iii prster cijigulusp et coU^um. Id. ibid. 
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Scbaftc, Jofle of Acre, and Romanus of Tripoli, 
with the prior of the holy fcpulchre, deputed by 
the patriarch of Jerufaiem, and an abbot of mount 
Siori, Thcfe prelates reprefented, that the prefer,- 
vation of what the Chrillians had left in {he Holf 
Land, depended intirely on the taking of Daniiata, 
which wauld fervc for a barrier to Paleftine, and 
for an entrance into Egypt, in cafe it fliould ba 
thought proper to make a greater progress there ^ 
which, by the way, (hews, that the above-mention*. 
ed project of king Amaury III. and the grand ma- 
tter d*Affalit, muft needs have been of vaft advan- 
tage, if in the courfc of the war, the. king of Je- 
ruialcm had not, out oi a fordid paifion, been 
more felicitous to heap up treafure, than to fecurc 
the Holy Land, by fuch important conquefts from 
the incurdons of the Egyptians. 

As we don't mention the council of Lateran, but 
with regard to the interefts.of the Holy Land and 
the conduct of the hofpicallers, we fhall only take 
notice what pafTcd there oq that occafion. Some 
biChops of Paleftine revived in this council the com- 
plaints which Foucher, patriarch of Jerufaiem, had 
made formerly to pope Adrian IV, againil the pri- 
vileges of the hofpitallers and templars • * *' Wc 
" find, fays the holy council, by the warm com- 
'^ plaints of the biihops, our colleagues, that the 
'* templars and hofpitallers abuie the privileges^ 
" granted by the holy fee ; that whereas fome pa- 
" rochial churches had forjpt^erly been ufurped by 
" laymen, their chaplains Ik^ the priefts of their 
" rule, have caufed.them to be conveyed over ^q 
" ttiemfelvcs, without the ordinaries confent ; that 
'* the; adminifter the facraments to excommyni** 

• Fratrum zniem et coepircoporura noftronim fchementi con* 
queOione comperimtts, quod fratres templi et bofpitalis, aliiqiK 
profeilionis religio'c^ indulta fiU ab apoitolica fede excedcntes pri« 
Yiiegia, contrf c^ikQpaiem «u4^oritatem nmUa praeiumuot, 4cf« 
Cap. 9. 

^ N } •* cated 
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** catcd perfoos, and bury there with all the ulua 
•* ceremonies of the church ; that they likeways a 
" bufc the permiffion granted their brethren, o 
*• having divine fervice faid once in churches tha 
•* are under an interdift, and that in thefe verj 
" places, they admit (eculars into their fraternitj 
*' pretending thereby to give them the fame righi 
" to their privileges, as if they were indeed pro- 
*' fefled." The council adds, that thefe abufes did 
not proceed fo much from the fuperiors as fron3 
the indifcretion of fomc private pcrfo'ns. To pro- 
vide therefore a remedy againft thefe irregularities, 
they forbid the military orders, and all other com- 
jnuniiics of regulars, to receive for the future any 
conveyances of churches and tythcs, without the 
ordinary's confenr, and order them to rtfign imme- 
diately fuch as rhey had lately got poffeffion of : 
that with regard to churches not founded by them* 
felvcs, nor ferved by the chaplains of the order,! 
they ihould prefent the priefts that they defigned 
for the cure of them tt) the bifhop of the diocefe, 
and referve nothing to themfelves but the cogni-l 
fance of the temporals, which belonged to them J 
that, agreeable to their privileges, they (hould not 
caule divine fervice to be faid in churches under an 
interdift above once a year, nor give burial there 
to any perfon whatfocver ; and that none of their 
frattrnity or affocia^es fliould be allowed to part;ike 
of their privilege.^, if not actually profefled. Suchl 
was the regulation made by the holy council, upoa 
the bilhops complaiotft, which in the main di- 
xninilhed none of the rights and privileges of the 
military orders. I 

In the twenty third chapter of this council, they i 
condemn the ftiffnefs of fome eccleiiafticks, who 
would not allow lepers to have churches to them- 
felves, though they were not admitted into the pub- 
lick congregations. The council orders, that in all 
places^ ,whcre lepers live in community, they may 

have 
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have a church, a church-yard, and a prteft to 
thetnfelvcs : 'tis the firft conftituiion that the 
church ever made in favours of lepers, whatever 
fomc modern hiftorians pretend. * 

Thejealoufy which the. clergy of Paleftinc re- 
tained agaioft the military orders, did not 
hinder Renaud, lord of Margat, from ma- 1178. 
king in the precedent year a new grant ^o 
the hofpitallers, or rather an exchange with them, 
of that caftle which is iituated on the confines of 
Judea, as we learn from the author of the affifcs of 
Jerufalem. Thefe knights foriificd it, put a garri* 
ion therein, and made it afterwards, on that fide, 
one of the firon^eft bulwarks of Chriftcndom im 
the eaft. 

This acquifition was however by no means a ba* 
lance to the lois which the order tuffered the fame 
year by the death ot Joubcri the grand maiter, who 
had dlAinguifhtd himfelf as much by his wifdom 
and capacity in government, .as by his military Ikill. 
The hiitorians of that time fay, that Saladinc, not 
enduring that the hofpitaUers (hould fortify a plate 
on the frontier of his dominions, fent one of his 
generals to beficge it. The iicge was long and 
bloody ', the grand mafter oi the hofpitallers, who 
had thrown himfelf into the place, flood feveral af- 
faults with great refoiution. Mofl of his knights, 
animated by^his example, and fighting before his 
eyes, died upon the breach they defended, the 
grand mafter, at the fame time, {hewing no difpofi- 
tion to hearken to a capitulation. In fine, the in- 

* Ecclefidftici quidam quae fua funt, non quae Jefu ChriAi quaeren* 
^esi ieprans qui cum fanis i abitare nun pofTunt, ct ad ccclefiam (.um 
»liis convcnire, Cttlcfias tt ccemeteria non pcrmittunv habere, nee 
proprio iuvare miniflerio facerdotis ; quod qi'ia procul a piccaie ciiri- 
ttidna alienum d'gno(citur, de benignitate apoftollca conltituimus, Q^ 
vbicui.que toi fimu* fub commur.i vitafueriDt co< giegati, quv*vj cole* 
fia^ fibi cum ccemcieno conftitaere, ei proprio vaicant gaudere pief* 
bytcro fine contnidi^ione aliqua permittantar habece. 3. Cone. Lat« 
cap. 25, 

fideis 
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fidels made fuch powerful cflforts, that they carried 
the place, fword in h^nd, cut the knights that 
were left in pieces, took the grand mader prifoner: 
and their commander, to revenge the obftinate re- 
finance of the grand mafter, threw him into a dun* 
geon, and left him there to perifh with famine, 
Thus ended his dafs, that illuflrious knight, 
crowning a Hfe that had been fpent in defence of 
the altars of God, with a death highly precious in 
his fight. There are other authors who pretend, 
that he did not fall into the hands of the infidels, 
but that, feeing the ruinous condition of. the king- 
dom of JcTufalem, he died of grief. 
The cbapter meeting after his death, chofe Roger 
Defmoulins to fucceed him, a 
Roger knighr, who, by his condudl and 

Desmoulii^s. valour, juf^ified the choice of (he 
1179. companions of the order. His 

fird care after his infiallation was 
to exhort the regent and principal nobility of the 
kingdom to carry on the war againft Saladine with 
vigour : but the jealoufy and competition between 
the grandees for the government of the ftate dur- 
ing the king's infirmity, the criminal correfpon- 
dence of fome lords with the infidels, and the divi- 
fion that broke out in his time between the two mi- 
litary orders ; all this contributed as much to Saia* 
dine's conqueftf, as his own valour and the cou- 
rage of his (bldiers 

We have oblerved upon the authority of JBronip- 
t&Oi an £nghfh hillorian, of the fame age> that 
the order of templars was as it were a branch of 
that of the holpitaiiers of St. John ; but this branch 
fays the fame author, growing up to a great tree, 
Teemed to cclipfe and imothei: the (lock from 
virhencc it was taken. Thi^ emulation between the 
two milhary orders, their eagcrnefs in graiping at 
new revenues, wherein they vied with each other, 
a certain jealoufy almoft inieparable from the prp- 
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feffion of arms, and fomedifputcs about rank and 
precedence, as well in the field as in councils of 
ftatc, all concurred to keep up a mifunderftanding 
between them, which at laft flamed out to fuch si 
degree, that they fought amjl attacked one another 
as often as they met. 

There can be ha difpute, but that the piety of 
both the orders began to dwindle confiderably 
through a conduA fo violent in its nature^^ and fo 
unworthy the religious profeflion : and if we ft ill 
find the fame valour among thefe warriors, it muft 
be owned, that ^it was not fo much infpjred by 
chriftian charity, as by the human motives of glory 
and ambition. 

As thefe military friars owned no (bperior but 
the pope, the king fent Alexander III. advice of 
their divifions. That Pope, who forefaw how fa- 
tal the confequenccs thereof might be to the Chri- 
ftians of the Holy Land, obliged the knights to bp 
reconciled. A treaty of .peace was drawn up by 
his order ; the two grand mafters figned it, as they 
fay in the inflrument itfclf, by the advice and cxr 
prefs confem of the two chapters; and they enter- 
ed into covenants about feveral eftates which both 
of them laid claim to, as well as various fums of 
money which they demanded of each other. Wc 
fee likcways in the inflrument of this treaty, that 
the pope enjoined them both, in cafe of any new 
occafions of difpute, to nominate, each party for 
thetnfelves, three old knights of the language and 
priory where the difference fhould arife, to make 
an abfoltttc dstermiaation of it ; and that if thefe' 
arbitrators could not agree among themfelves, they 
ihould refer it to fomc common friends, to be cho** 
fen between them, and which were to ferve as ad- 
ditional arbitrators, or eife remit the cognifance of 
it to the holy fec^ The pope adds in his bull, that 
^hilft they are waiting the final judgement of that 
^ibuoal in the cafe^ be exhorts the knights of both 

orders 
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orders to be ftuxlicus in giving mutual proofs of tbe 
honour and regard they have for each other, and 
to join their endeavours, Vv^iihout di{^in£tiony for 
the common good and advantage of the twohoufes, 
that, as Alexander lays, '^ tk^ ugh their ini^itution 
*' be diSbrent, yet it may appear by the bond of 
<* charity, which ought to unite them, that thty 
*^ are bur one and the fame military and regular 
«• order.'* 

The hofpitallers and templars conformed in ap- 
pearance to the pope's intentions-; but to fay the 
truth, the pontiff s authority rather lulled afleep 
for a time, than put an end to dlffcren(;es, v^bich 
had their fource from avarice and ambition ; two 
paffions that take deep root in the heart of man» 
and from which the holiefi ibcieties are not ex* 
cmpt. 

Another pa0lon, ib much the more dangerous 
in that it makes its way into the heart b; 
1179.. beauty and the graces of a fine perfon, had^ 
like to have railed a civil war in the prixici- 
pality of Antioch. " Bohemund, the fovereign 
prince of that (late, had married to his firft wife a 
daughter of the houfe of Iblin : and after her death, 
a Greek princcfs, named Theodora. Bohemund, 
led adray by the charms of a concubine, had a- 
bandoned his lawful wife. The patriarch of An- 
tioch, after uiing canonical admonitions in vaio, 
cxcomamnicated him, and laid a general interdift 
upon all his dominions : a kind of puniihment 
which involves the innocent with the guilty, and is 
very often of dangerous confequence. Upon this 
Bohemund, hurried on by his paffion,- and incenf* 
cd at a proceeding that might raife a revolt in the 
principality, made his officers ftiae on the tcmpO' 
palities of the patriarch, drove him our of Antioch, 
and befiegrd him afterwards in a caftle which be- 
longed to him, and whether he was retired wirh 
the principal of his clergy. The patriarch of An- 

tiock 
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tioch was looked upon as the firft prehte of the 
eaft, as well in regard to the foundation of his 
church which is afcrib;:i} to St. Peter, as the extent 
of his patriarchate, which has within its jurifdifti. 
on twelve metropolitans, one hundred and fifty 
three Aifiragan bifhops, and in the city of Antioch 
alone above three hundred and fixt^ churches. As 
the patriarch was not without a great number of 
dependents attached to his dignity, nor the pritice 
without fecret enemies, and as both the principal 
oobilicy of the kingdom and the people were dif- 
contented at the government, neither of them were 
forry to find fo plaufible a pretence to £hew them* 
fclvcs. ^ 

In a moment all the principality was up in arms t 
tlie malecontents, undet pretence of defending the 
caufe of the church, fought to revenge their pri- 
vate injuries. Every body was engaged on the one 
fide or the otheri according as his paffions or inte- 
rcft led him, 

Tne king of Jcrufakm, or rather his council, 
fearing the infidels (hould make an advantage of 
thcfe difienfions, engaged the patriarch of Jerufa- 
lera, and the two grand matters, to repair thither 
with all expedition, and endeavour to quiet the 
ftorm. Thefe deputies, paffing by Tripoli, brought 
along with them count Raimond, a particular 
friend of prince Bohemund, They aficinbled fir ft 
at Laodicea, and fi^m thence they went afterwards 
to Antioch. Being arrived, many conferences were 
held upon ("he occafion, and mcfiages fent on both 
fides : at laft they made a fort of provHional treaty, 
wherein it was agreed, that both fides ihould lay 
down their arms ; that the patriarch fhould be im- 
mediately reftored to the enjoyment of his tempo- 
ralities, and that the interdict (houki be taken off, 
but that the prince ihould continue excommunl' 
cate, if he did not quit his concubine. This rc- 
ftri^ioQ fcrvcd only to inflan^ his ^affioa for that 
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woman, and to aggravate his hatred againft the 
chief lords of the principality. He baniflied after- 
wards, upon feveral pretences, the great conilable 
and chamberlain and three other lords who had 
fhewn too much attachment to the patriarch ; they 
retired to the court of Rupin, prince of the lefler 
Armenia, who. by concert with the grandees of 
the country, bad difpatched the renegado Mdier, 
and had fucceeded him in that principality. 

The grand mafter, fome time after his return 
from Antioch, received the morti^'iog 
2182. news; that moft of the hofpit alters of his 
order, who were fettled at Conftantinople, 
had been mailacred in a tumult raifed in that impe- 
rial city againft the Latins. The emperor Manuel 
Comnenus, with a deiign to extinguilh the fchifiA 
which he was far from abetting^ had brought a 
confiderable number of Latins to Conftantinople, 
and made ufe of them both in the niiniftry and ia 
ftate affairs. The hofpitallers had in Conftanii- 
nople the famous hofpital of St. Sanfoa, lying be- 
tween the church of St. Sophia and St. Irene ; and 
they were likcwifein poflcflion g{ the hofpital of St. 
John the ajmoner. 

*• It is probable (fays M. du Cange, a ntiod^ra 
'* hiftorian indeed, but highly to be rcfpefted for 
*' Jiis profound learning) that the church of St. 
** Sanfon was given to the hofpital of St. John of 
^* JcruTalem by the emperor Manuel Comnenus, 
*' who had fuch an affection for the Latins, and 
•* particularly for the French of the kingdom of 
** Jerufalem, that he incurred thereby the hatred 
** of his owp fubjcfts *.** 

This hatred, broke out after his death f . Thfc 
Greeks, exafperated by fome differences in religion, 
and refolved not to fubmit to the authority of the 

• Obfcrvations fur V biftolre de GeofFroy de ViUebardovin. No. 
104. p. 30Z. 

t Will. Tyr. 1. 2». c. |». 
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holy fee, fct fire to the hopfcs of the Latins, maf- 
facred fuch as fell into their nands, and did not e- 
ven rpare a cardinal, named Jolm^ whom the pope, 
at the emperor's requel^,- had fent to endeavour a 
reuoion of the two churches. ' The Greek priefts 
aod monks were the hottcft in promoting this niaf- 
facre^ and to encourage ttie murderers, gave money 
among them. I hefe furious people broke into the 
hofpital of St. John above-mentioned, and inhu* 
manely murdered the fick and the religious hofpi* 
tallers who took care of them, k was with diH- 
culty that a fmall number ipade their efcapf, and 
getting on board a (hip, carried the difmal news of 
ibis bloody mailacre to Pakftine* 

1 hey found the kingdom fplit into fa£l:ions» and 
weakened by domedicdivifions that brought 
on its ruin. The king's leprofy not allow- 1 178. 
ing him to marry, or even to hold the rems 
of government in his own hands, he had given the 
princcfs Sybille, his'eldcft fifter, and widow of the 
inarqais of Montferrat, in marriage to Guy deLu« 
%Qan, of the houfc of la Marche, fon of. Hugh le 
Brun, whom the mode of devotion that prevailed 
>t that time had brought into Paleftine. He was a 
^indfome prince, aiid of a good mien, but more a 
courtier than a foldier, and having found out the 
^^y to pleafe the princefs, he had no great difficul- 
ty* by her intereft, to gain the good graces of the 
king. 

, Baldwin, upon this marriage^ made his brother* 
w-law regent of the kingdom^ and referved 
notbio:/ to himfelf but the title of king, and 1182. 
the poficffion of the city of Jerufalem, with 
* peofion of ten thoufand crowns of gold* 
,'^he fovereign power, in which the king had 
iiven Lufignan a joint fhare with himielf, raifed 
tbejtaloufy of the grandees, wh«, being born iu 
^^Icftine, conlidcred that prince as a foreigiier. 
Kaimond, couiA ofTiSpoU, fomented diisdivifioo; 
V©l. L O - ^ this 
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This count, the moft powcrftil of all the vaflals of 
the crown, afpircd fccrctly to the fucceiHoD of 
Baldwin. As the choice which the king had jnft 
inade ruined his hopes, he entered thereupon, as 
it is faid, into fccret meafurcs with Saladine in or- 
der to revive them. The truce which that prince 
had made with the king of Jerufalem was fUll fub- 
fiding ; the bufmefs was how to break it, without 
giving o^ccadon to charge the breach on the Maho- 
metans. Saladine for this purpofe gave private or- 
ders to one of the governors of his frontiers, to turn 
flocks of fheep, horfes, cows, and other cattle«. 
loofe upon the lands of the Chriftians, and into the 
fields which were then covered with corn. Renaud 
de Chatiilon, a famous partifan. that was always 
on horfeback, caufed all thefe beads to be taken 
and brought to Carach. Renaud de Chatillon, as 
William of Tyre relates, was but an adventurer 
afnd foldicr of fortune ♦, but ha'ndfome in his per- 
fon, diftinguifhed by a great fhany brave anions* 
and in his youth, notwithftand4ng the inequality of 
their conditions, had married privately Conflrance, 
prificefs 6f Antioch. Ha was at that time lord of 
Carach, a ftrong place iituated on an hill. The 
Latins had erected it into an archbifhoprick, by the 
nameof Mount-royal : it was formerly called Pc* 
tra of the defert, becaufe it lies on the edge of A- 
rabia Petr^a* 

Chatillon^ with a pretty larg^e number of cetn- 
plari, had' fortified himfelf there^, aikl went fre- 
quently out upon parties. The Mahometans had 
noeriemy that they dreaded fo much ; he carried 
ofF frequently whole caravans of pilgi*ims as they 
travelled k> iVIccca ; a&d wheh he had them in pri* 

- *Domiiia C»)nftant»adtm?rii Rtiimondi Antiocheni ptlncipUvi- 
jttt, ilicetrin I oaini:li'osiet<nobUes.viros ejus fliatrimonium ^xperen- 
tc9, mQT^ /jsepineu.fcpa!ifrcr» ^ainajdum de. CaQi ione quemiam fli** 
pcWdiarum aiilTtem Tibi occuiie in mari;um elegit. Will. T)r. 1. 17, 
c' ^i*' '■ '- - ■ -'.'» ■'.-•-• ' 
^ #{011, 

• Digitized by VjOOQIC 



KNIGHTS OF MALTA. ^$9 

fon, he ridiculed their devotion, Mafaomet . him- 
felfwasnot fpared in his railleries : he had like* 
wife formed the defign of • d^ftroying his tomb, 
which has fuch honours paid it at Medina, the Ma* 
hometans holding it in as nauch veneration as Chri- 
ftians do the fepulchre of Jefus Chrift ; and he 
would hav« made himfelf mafter of that town and 
of Mecca, if the governor, who commsiAdjed undpr 
Saladine ia Arabia, had not difcovercd hh defign, 
and taken proper meafures to oppofe it, 

Saladiae, by way of reprifal, imprifoned fifteen 
hundred chriltians, merchants and pilgrims, whofe 
flup had run a-ground near Damiata. He fent af- 
terwards to tHckingof Jerufalem, to demand rcfti- 
tution of all the cattle that Renaud and the templars 
had carried off, contrary to the truce; sand in cafe 
fatisfaftion was not given, the ambaflador had or- 
ders to declare war again ft him, and to proteft, in 
that prince's name, that he would treat the Chri- 
ftians, whom he had ordered to be feized, and 
their effects, in the fame manner as they treated the 
cattle and their drovers, whom they detained, he 
fi^'^d^ fo unjuftiy at Garach. . . : 

The king would very willingly have given fatis- 
faftion to the iuhan *, whom he dreaided ; but h^ 
had fo little authority, and the govcrnmenjt was fo 
^'eak, that he. could never oblige Renaud and the 
templars to rcftore the booty they had taken. Sala- 
dine upon this, under pretence of taking reprifals, 
^gan to make frefh incuifions upon the lands of 
the Chriftiaqs; and, as he had foieieen, war enfu- 
*d. He pafies th£ Jordan, puts every thing that 
^pofcshim to the fwot d, carries off the women and 
children, drs^ging thiam into an odious flavery ; 
fcis fire to the houfes, ravjag^s the open country, 
and abandons, himfelf to all the cruellies that coulcl 
ftrike fear and terror into the miuds of the people.. 

• Hcrold. Cojit. WtU. Tyr. U i^ 
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ITjcfc ravages made the principalnobllity of the 
kingdom take the field at the head of their vafials, 
and Jupponed by the two military orders Thcfc 
fcveral bodics,of troops made up a confiderable ar- 
my. The king, whofe infirmity grew every day 
V'orfe and worfe, was not in a condition to take the 
command tipon him *. He had loft his fight. The 
malignity of his leprofy had taken away the ufe of 
his hands and feet, fo that he was obliged to intriiil; 

g the command of the army with Lufignan 
^* his brother in law, whom he had made 
count of J^Sk and Afcalon, titles belonging to the 
prelumptive heir of the crown. The count, cither 
^or want of capacity in the art of war, or through 
the jealoufy of the chief commanders; lay ftill above 
right days in fight of an enemy weaker thai^ him- 
felF, without attacking him, and even fuffered him 
'to go off with his booty and prifoncirs, and crofs 
the river. Jordan before his eyes, without making 
the leaft motion, or daring to go out of bis in- 
trwTchments. * :*»* 

The Latin Chrijdians, who were all foldiers them- 
fe!ve«, and loved to have a general for their pr|pce, 
t ompiained hes^vily to the king of the cowardice of 
his brother-in-law ; and moft of the nobility pro- 
lefl^ed, that they would liever march into the field 
^'gain under his command. The king, to faii^vfjr 
them, recalled the power he had intruAed him 
V iih ; and, as princes often fee no bounds either to 
their favours or refentments, he was deprived of 
' the county of Jaffa t» as being no way qualified (O 
defend that important place, whkh was one of the 
keys of the kingdom. The king at the fame time 
named for his fucceffbr young Baldwin his 
1 183. nephew, ion of the princcTs Svbillc and the 
marquis of Montferrat, her nrft hufband, 
though that prince was hardly five years old. This 

• Will. X/r. 1. aa. f Will. Tyr. 1. aj, 
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change occafioned great divlGons all over the king- 
dom. Guy de Lufignan retired to Afcalon, where 
he fortified himfeif at firft againft the party that op« 
pofed him. But as this priace was much better 
qualified to talk big of his Yefentments, than to 
maintain theai fword io hand^ he foon returned to 
court; and Itx exchange for a crown and fovereign-^ 
ty, which he; had beien encouraged to expeA> and 
for.which no equivalent can be made, he poorly 
took up with the county of Jaffa that had been ta** 
ken from him, and was now reftored to him with * 
the title of the king's vaffal. ' 

Baldwia, who was no longer capable of a^ing . 
by himfelf^ committed the care of the go- ' 

vernment to the count of Tripoli, not fo ri84. 
much out of regard to him, as for fear he 
, fcOuld^raifc new difturbances in the kingdom, iii 
cafe he was fet afide. Raimondj the fccret fpring 
and author of all the ^cabals of the court, rcfufed 
the regency at firft, being wcU fat isfied that nobody 
would accept.it in his wrong. The king was f6r*» 
ccd to prefs and importune him to it; and when 
atlaft he coiifented tp'takfe'thc government upo^ 
^im, it was with this provifo, that the hofpitalfers 
acd templars would engage to defend all the places 
tteat (hould be attacked. In the mean time, to fe- 
<^re his authority, he obtained a new truce from 
Saladine, which that infidel prince granted for a 
fum of money, to reimbiufe him the charges of th6 
war. , » 

The Chrifttans view in demanding this truce was 
to' gain time for obtaining a oeiv criifade, and fuc< 
cours from the princes of the weft. The main bu- 
fincfs was to fend a folemn embafly thither, and to 
put the negotiation into the hands of pcrfons qua- 
lified by their capacity to mansge it, and by theJr 
tank and merit to command rcfpedt and deferences 
HcracliuSj patriarch of Jerulalem, offered him- 
0.3 fdf 
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felf for the employment ; he was a man oE 
1 184. much vanity and conceit, and bragged ihac 

he would not return but at the head of an 
army, compofcd of the moft potent fovereigns in 
Europe. The prince he depended moft upon was 
Henry 11. king of England, grandfon to Fulk count 
of Anjou and king of Jerufalem, and confequently 
coufin-german to Baldwin. What raifedthepa- 
criarch*ft confidence the more^ was hts being inform- 
ed, that whereas the Engliih prince had received 
ibfolution from the pope, on account of the mur- 
der of St. Thomas archbiihop of Canterbury, of 
which he was fufpeAed, it was only upon condition 
that he fhould go in perfon at the head of a power- 
ful fticcour to the Holy Land. And though that 
prince had not in exprefs terms commanded hiia to 
.be aflaffinated, yet as fbme imprudent words of his 
ieemed to have occafioned it, he fubmitted to the 
penance, and in a council held at Auranches in 
Normandy^ September 27^ 1172, he had. made a 
foiemn promife, that at the Chriilmas foliowiog be 
would take the crofs upon him for three years, and 
fet out the next fummer for Jerufalem, if the pope 
tltd not grant him a difpenfation for it ; and thar, 
during the war, or at lead for one year, he would) 
beiides his own troops, maintain two hundred tern* 
plars at his own expence. None of thefe condi- 
tions had been as yet prformed, though it was near 
thirteen years fincc he engaged for them. 

The patriarch, who was well informed of this 
matter, uied the inte^ef^ of all his friends that he 
l(night be fent into Europe, flattering himfelf that 
he (hould come back with powerful fuccours for 
the Holy L<ind, and loaded with great prefeots to 
himfelf. But the council could hardly be brought 
to trul^ fuch an important negotiation to a prelate, 
who was nitturally of a warm temper, and knew 
not how to deal with mankind in any other than ^ 
haughty manner : yet as it was daogerous to refill 

him, 
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him, (and befides they flattered themfelves that hit 
dignity might add fome confideration to the embafly), 
they accepted his offer, but appointed the two grand 
mafters for hit colleagues, who were qualified bj 
their moderation and good breeding, to foften the 
roughnefs of the patriarch's humour ; befides, the 
knights of the two orders were, by reafon of their 
birth and valour, much refpcdked in the weft, and 
ia die courts of thofe princes wbofe fubjeds thejr. 
were born. 

Thefe ambalTadors (et fail from' Jaffa, and ar» 
rived iafe at Brundufium. Pope Lucius III. fuc- 
cefibr to Alexaadei*, and the emperor Frederic L 
were then at Veronat where they had come to an 
)Dterview, in order to fenle the peace of Italy,, 
which they had put into a BsijgfiC by- their rectpcDcal^ 
^etenfions. Our ambafladbrs, deQrous to improve 
the opportunity, made hafte to Verona,- and laid> 
before both of them the formidable power of Sala- 
dine, the ipiferable and weak condition of the king« 
dom of Jerulalem, and the neceffity of a powerful 
fuccour, if they had a^mind to preferve the Holy 
Land. The emperor promiied them troops, which 
he never fornilhed, and the pope gave them only 
indulgences and letters of recominendation, which 
cod him noshing *v 

That pontiff wrote indeed very preffing letters to 
the king of England, threatening him. with the 
judgements of God, if he did not perform the pe- 
nance prefcribed him ; and by other letters he foli- 
cited the king of France very warmly, to fignalizc 
his zeal at his coming to the crown, by an enter- 
prize worthy the piety of his anceftors. Our am- 

* HeracHus patriaroha ftnAae refumdioois, et Rogerus Magiftef 

domuf hifpttalis Jerafilem, tendentcs in occidentem, et per Itaitam 
trtnfittim tacienies ei Gallium, oec a domino papa, nfc ab impcrato- 
K Romano, nee a Rege Franeorum ali^ua cooftidatoha recepcruat. 
^dvlph. de Diccto AAg. p. 265, 

bafladors^ 

i 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



x64 fil STOUT OF THE 

baiTadors, furnifhcd with thcfe letters, were prepa- 
ring for their journey to thfe two kingdoms, when 
they were ftoppcd at Verona by a violent illncfs, 
which feized the grand naiift^ of the templars, and 
carried hiji) to his grave J. The two ambafladors, 
after paying him their laft offices fet out for France, 
zhd arrived at Paris in the month of Janu- 
1185. ary» A. 0:1185. Philip II. was then up- 
on the throne of France, a young prince 
about twenty yeiirs old. The ambaffadors, after 
delivering him the pope's letters, laid before him 
the ei^trcme danger the Holy Land was in of falling 
-again under the tyranny of ihe infidels ; and in or- 
der to obtain his aflidance, aad engage him to go 
in perfon at the head of hrs troops, they prcfentcd 
him the keys of the city of Jerufalem, of the tower 
of David, and of the church of the holy fepulchrc, 
as a fort of- invcftiiure, or at leaft as an earncftof 
that right of protection which he was to acquire 
;by his arms. The king received the patriarch and 
grand mafter very honourably, and gave them, a 
Rigord fays *;, the kifs of peace. He ordered 
at the fame time all the prelates of his king- 1 
dom to exhort his fubjefts to take upon them 
-the crofs. He would have done it himldf, but , 
the council of the young prince, who had no ' 
children as yet; J did not think it advifeable for him 
to leave his dominions in a junfture of continual 
wars, which France was obliged to maintain againft 
the Englifh and Flemings. The king therefore 
contented himfclf with affuring the ambafladois, 
that he 'would maintain at his owa expence t ^^^ 

J Arnatid of Troy. 

* In ofcolopac.s honortfice receptt, diligentiiSme pnepoHtis te^*. 
tM fua, fivf 4 fpenfa oribut ptscipiens quod ubicQnque per tcrraffl ! 
iren% de reditibus regit fnfficiemes expenfas illit miniftrar^nt* ^^' 
jord. p 171. . i- 

f De cpniilio prbcipam drenuos mllltcs cum magna moUlt^."'']^ ^ 
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rbzt fliould afiunic the crofs, and take up arms out 
of (o holy and pious a motive. 

The patriarch and grand mafter pafled next into 
Bngiand, from whence the patriarch, as 
i»x have faid, cxpeAed to obtain the moft uSs* 
confiderable fticcours t. The ambafladors 
being arrived, delivered the pope's letter to the 
Iting, and reprefented to him the need the holy 
places were in of his arms, and particularly of his 
prefencc. Henry received them with great demon- 
ftrations of refpcft. It is even faid, that he went 
as far as Reading to meet them ||. But he was ad- 
vanced in years, and befides had three fon^ full of 
fire, of a reftlefs and ambitious difpofition, and 
hard to be kept in a due fubmiffion to his authority, 
h long a voyage as that of Jcrufalem was by no 
raeans convenient, either for his health or the pre- 
fect fituation of his affairs, ^everthelefs, to amufe 
the ambaffadors, he referred the decifion of that 
matter to the parliamcnr, which met the firft fun- 
^ay In lent. That augud affcmbly was acquainted 
in the king's name, triththe finccre dcfirc he had 
of marching to the Holy Land, in order to perform 
his penance," and at the iame time did not fail to 
take notice of his old age, the bad ftate of his 
^fahh, and withal the necefllty of his prcfence in 
Eiigland. His complaifant fubjcAs eafily gut ffed at 
the prince's fentiments, and did not forget to con- 
form ihemfelves to rhem : they fent him a deputa- 
tion wiih great ceremony, to reprcfent to him in 
»hc nation'.s behalf, that by an obligation aotece* 
^ct^i 10 St. Thomas's death, and his own abfoiut ion, 
and by the folcmn oath which he took the day of his 
coronation, he was under greater ohKgations to Aay 

K<}itum armatonun de.ptopriif reditibus fumptus fuffidentci prout 
,^'^!j^f«(ente didicimuc, mioiiiraos, devote Jciulaicm traclinifiCy 

iWill. Neobr. 1. 3. c. i». p. 425. 
^ner. Hgvcdco. ip Htuu U. 
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ftt home, and govern his dominions, than he couM 
be to leave them, and go in perfbn to make war in 
Paleftine. That the parHament neverthelefs was of 
opinion to give fifty ihoufand merks of filver for 
the levying of troops that fhould be fent away im- 
ixiediarely for Alia ; that the crufade fhould be 
preached over ali the kingdom, and the king fhould 
give leave to fuch prelates and noblemen as would 
take the crofs upon thecn, to go out of the land 
upon fo holy an expedition. The king communi- 
cate this refolution to the ambafladors, who defi- 
red of him to fend at leafl one of his fons at the 
head of the crufaders : but hb anfwer was, that 
Bone of ihem were then in England,, and he could 
not engage them in their abfence. The patriarch, 
who was naturally paflionate, told him infolently^ 
that they had no need of his money, but of a ge- 
neral fit to command an army. He went oo with 
a thoufand extravagant exprcfiion«, even fo far as to 
upbraid him whh his infideKty to the king of France 
his fuperior lord, and the murder o£ bx. Thomas 
of Canterbury : aiiij feeing Henry, who was the 
haughtref^ man alive, redden with anger and vexa* 
tion ; ** Here's my head, fays he, treat me if you 
** pleafe, as you did my brother Thomas ; it is in- 
** djff rent to me whether I die h^rfe by your or- 
•*• dors, or in Syria by the hands of the infidels, 
** for you are worfe than . any Saracen of chem 
*• all ♦. " 

Henry, either out of greatnefs of mind, or for 
fear of atiother quarrel wiih the ecclefk (licks, took 
no notice of this infolence. But there is no ex- 
preffihg the concern and confufion of the grand 
ipaflei! ot the hoipdiallers, ^fo.fee bimfelff joined ia 
comniifGon with a man of fo violent a temper as 
the patriarch, who, by his extravagant pafBons, 

• Fac de me qucd de Thomas fccifti, adeo libenter volo a te ocd* 
4i in Aiiglia (i ui. a Saracenis'in Syria, quia tuomoi Saraceno f ejor 
cs. Chion. Joan* BioxB^t. ia Hcfir, ll» p. 1145. 
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ruined all the benefit they had rcafon to expe£t 
from their negotiaiiun^ He omitted nothing to 
pacify the king, who feemed to facrifice his relent- 
menis to the intercfts of religion. Tliis prince 
carried the compliment fo far, as to take the two 
cmbafladors oi Jcrufalem with him in his Own fliip 
to Normandy, where they kept the feaft of Eaftet 
at Rouen. 

We are told ia TriVet's chronicle, that this prince 
gave them three thoufand merks of diver out of 
his own exchequer ♦. A great number of the En» 
glifli, and niany of his fubj efts, oti the other fide 
the fca, took the crofs^ and joined the iFrehch that 
Philip II. fent into the eaft at his own expencei 
But as there wanted a prince, or fomc perfon of 
authority fufficient to command them, and make 
hlmfelf. obeyed, they received no great advantagd 
from this armament ; and upon the embafludor's 
return, a general confternation fucceeded the falfc 
hopes that the patriarch had given of his negoti- 
ation. ♦ 

It was not long before, they were acquainted at 
Jerufalem. with his odd and extravagant condu6t at 
the court of England ; all the world inveighed bit- 
terly againft him ; it was publickly faid, that the 
true crofs which had been recovered formerly by a 
prince called Hercalius, was going to be loft again 
iincler the pontificate, and by the fault of a patri- 
2rch of the fame name; every body detefted the 
violence of bi^ paflions, and they did not fpare hiS 
cooduil^ paxyaaiarly with regard to a woman, 
^horu he kep publickly, and who was better known 
'^y the title of the patriarchefs than by her own 
fiame' 4-. 

Thefc cbn^plaint^ againft that ptelatc were fol- 
lowing by difmal prcfages of what was to come« 

• Splcil. t. 8. p. 489, 

* Marin. Sanut. 1. 3, part. 6. c. 24* p. 147. 

The 
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The king was dying ; his fucceiTur a mioor ; the 
regent infinitely ambitious, without religion, and 
fuipe^ed of afpiring at the crown, and holding 
correfpondence with the infidels ; the truce alrooft 
expired ; the enemy powerful and formidable ; few 
troops and lefi money ; various parties, in the ftate, 
and divifions, which are always fatal in a minority. 

The king's de^th happened in this mifer- 
I J 86. able juncture, and was followed, feven 

months after, by that of young Baldwin 
y. his nephew and fucceiTorr The enemies of the 
count of Tripoli gave out, that he had poifooed 
the young king, in hopes of fucceeding him, as 
well by virtue of his birth right, as by the (trength 
of his own forces, and the intereft and power of 
his parti fans. 

Others laid this enormous crime upon the verj 
mother of young Baldwin *, and pretended that 
£he had poifoned her oWn fon, to make a way to the 
throne for herfelf» and for Guy de Lufignan her 
fecond hufband. What confirmed ihefe fufpiciuos 
was, that no body kiiew any thing either of the 
young princess illnefs, or of the time of his death, 
till that princefs, having made fure of the patriarch, 
the grand mafler of the templars, and the marquefi 
of Montferrat f, furrounded the palace with troops; 
and the grand mafter, who had the crown, and all 
the royal ornaments in his cuftody,. being bribed b^ 
a confiderable fum, delivered them up to her, with- 
out the confent of the grandees of the kingdom : 
and the fame day that the younjg' king's death wai 
declared 4-, the queen his mother, and Guy de Lu- 
fignan were proclaimed king and queen of Jem* 
falem. 

The count of Tripoli's creatures, who dcfpifcd 
Lufignan, openly oppofed this proclamation ; aad 

• Herold. contin. Will. Tyr. hi. c, j. 

f GeaiddeRidefort. 

f Idem Hcrold. ibid. p. I. 
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tvcn Geoffrey de Lufignan» a prince of woundcf 
fill ftrengih of body, and extraordinary valour- but 
no ways prejadiccd in favour of Guy's courtage, 
hearing of his promotion to ihe crown of Paleftinc, 
could not help crying out, in a manner not over 
chriftian indeed^ •* Thofe that have made my bro- 
** ther a king, wbiild have fliade me a god if they 
** had known me," Moft of the grandees of the 
kiflgdom complained, that the grand mafter of the 
templars, who had the guard and cuftody of the 
royal crown, had without their confent or know- 
ledge, delivered it up to the queen, and withal 10 
Guy dc LuHgnan, who had no right to it. Thefc 
lords, who were of the firft rank in the kingdom, 
repre/ehted to the people, that, as affairs then ftooj 
in ihe Holy Land, they had need of a general for 
tbeir king, and fuch an one as had the efteem and 
g'ood opinion of the army ; adding withal, that the 
crown- could not defcend but to the heirs male of 
the royal family, which entirely excluded the two 
princcffes, fifters to young Baldwin. Thcie open pre- 
tenfions divided all the ChViltians 4)f Paleftine ; they 
levied troops on both fides, and' were ready to come 
to a battle, when the affair was happily turned into 
« negotiation. - 

The count of Tripoli, who was the fecret fpring 
tjjat put the cabal agamft the court in motion, fent 
the priijcipal lords of his party to the princefs Sy- 
°»le, to' let her know, that they would ff eelv con- 
lent to put the crown upon her. head ; but then 
Jney expefted, that jf fhe Would have a king foe 
^" liufband, fhq fhbuld divorce 1 Lufienan, and 
chuic fu<;h a priuce for the partner of her throne 
*^d bed, as was capable of commanding the army, 
'^Dd defending the kingdom. 

The princefs, who was a very flirewd perfon, a- 
pecd to thefc propofals ; but required on the other 
'^and, that the grandces/Ihouia bind thcmfeivcs by 
^lolc^hnoj^rJh, to.aclcwiikds€ him for ibeir fovc- 

» ^vlj^J[^ . i>i ...i. ,-5 J^j, r»' . Digitized by VjVJ.figfnff|. 
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reign whom flie fhould chufc foi* her huftiind. 
The oaih was the more readily taken, in that, 
though the regent was aAually married, yet his ad- 
herents flattered ihcmfclvcs, that by help of a like 
divorce, the princefs*s choice could fall upon no 
body but that prince. 'Ihe patriarch, whoin the 
queen had gained by a fwinging bribe, pronouoced 
Immediately the fentcnce of divorce between h« 
and Lufignnn. Hiflory does not acquaint us with the 
pretences allcdgcd upon that occafion ; but after 
the divorce wis d^^cUred, and the ppnCcfs ackdow- 
leged for queen, they condudtcd her to the 
church of the holyfcpulchre, where flic wise^oWa« 
cd by the patriarch with great folemnity. She 
took * the crown immediately from her own head, 
and put it upon Guy de Lufignan's, embraced him 
as her hufl>and, faluted him as king, and turning 
towards the grandees, who were ftunned at this uo- 
expefted ftep, ** What God hasjoined, fays flic to 
«* them, with an air of ftatelincfs, 'tis not for men 
** to put afunder." • The grand mafter 6f die 
templars, whg was let into the intrigue, fupported 
her with all his interett- The grandees were at 
laft obliged to fubmit, and confcnt to a choice they 
could not help, and the people, who were always 
fond of ceremonies, contrary to their cuflo'm, faw 
this laft with more amazement than pleafure. 

The count of Tripoli was the only perfon who 
looked upon the queen's choice as an injuftlce done 
to himfelf. *Tfe impoflible to cxprcfshbw much he 
was enraged at this preference : he fwore the death 
of his rival, and of the templars alfo who had con* 
tributed fo much to his Tidvancemenn and he did 
not care though he periled himfelf, if he Could 
but crufli his enemies with bis own fall. 

Jull 

. • Prefata reglna fccepit i^ro;v*?> iTgiam in maaibui fius, ct po- 
hilt earn Aiper ciaput Guidpnis*j]e|.ufi^nan niaHtiTui, aicens^'^oc' 
Ngo te in regem ct'c^iminfiiHX meiifb tt- tet'rie ^leH^foiyfafihvoe, jjoii 
ttuo4 Pctts conjonzit, homo icl^rare aon debet, Rog. .Sovidciib p* 
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Full of this fpirit of revenge, and refolved t6 
facrifice every thing to his rcfentment, he went off 
abruptly, and retired to his own territories. Sala- 
dine, an able politician as well as a great general, 
no fooner heard of his difcontent, than he lent a 
private meilenger that h6 could depend upon to 
treat with hina. This envoy reprefentcd to him, 
with all tl^e appearances of franknefd» that it was 
not hi§ ipnafler's intereft tofuSer a chriftian and in- 
dependei^t I^i^qgdom in the ^eart of fo m^ny pro- 
vinces a^ compofed bis empire; but that if he 
would turn Mahometan and become his vafiTaU he 
would engage to place him on the throne of Jeru- 
faletn ; ah^^ in order to tnaintain him on it, would 
facrifice all the tem|itars» their common enemies^ 
tol^is f^curityv 

fti^inaQBjd,, blinded with bjs paffion, agreed to e- 
I'ery tbipg, I^ is fald, that he immediately c^ufed 
hinifclf (6 b-e circi}n\cifed. Bui the better to carry 
on th^ir deiijgns, it was agreed betAyeen him and the 
cnvoy^ thaiihe (hould not publickly declare himfelf 
of another religion, liH atter he was in pofleflioa' 
oi the thrpi^ ; and that to dertroy tht: new fcingtho 
IQorc furcly, he Ihould reconcile himfelf with' him. 
The perEdiaus count went with this defign to Je- 
niialcm. So^he common friends that he applied to 
fw th^l piltiTpOi^) and who had no other view but 
|o put an end to ^e diviiion, interpofed hbncftly 
Jn the acconuppdatioD. Peace was made between 
them. Raimond acknowledged Lufii^nan for his 
fovereign.: and this coiiot, io capable by hij> valour 
of defending the holy places, was not alhamed to 
add trcafon to his apoftacy, 

Saladine, as it w^is agreed betw'jen thiem, fell, in- 
^oPalcftinc^ at the Ibcad of a mighty army. His 
^^%n was to beficgc Acre, the ftrongeft and rich- 
eft city c^f the whole kingdom. His army was com- 
puted tQ 9ttiount to near fifty thoyfand horfr, be- 
Wcs foot I and mod of thcfc trpops wcf c* made up 
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of the old iohabltafits of the country, or tbelr.cbiV 
dren,' whom the kings of Jeruialem, after the coo- 
quell of Godfrey de Bouillon, had driven out 
*of it.. They returned^ all in Saladine^s rednue, Iq 
hopes of a fpeedy cpnqueft> and of recovering the 
'inheritance of their fathers. 

The fuhan, favoured under harid by the count 
o£ Tripoli, found no oppofition in his 
1 187, inarch, and advancing' to Acre, Taid fiege 
t&the town. The kii^g had committed the 
defence of it to the two grand matters,' who had 
out-marched the enemy with a large body of hofpi- 
tallers and templais^ the fureft refource the date 
Iiad to jdepend on. The two, gtaiid mafters,. ma- 
king the garrifon and inhabitants rake arms. Tallied 
out in the night- time *. , The .Cbriftians, carfyiog 
their fwords in one hand and Stc in the other, 
furprife the infidels, break into their caaq>, demo- 
lifli their tents, cut the throats of all th^y find a- 
llecp, and fet everything on fire. Terror and con« 
(Vernation fcizc the enemy's army ; but the day* 
light, which began to appear, and Saladine's pre* 
fence, recovered them from their fright ;* each re* 
giment drew up under their rcfpeftitc colours; 
they came to a regular engagement^ ^nd endea* 
\oured to furround the Chriftiahs. ^' " 

Though the infldels Were vaftly fupcirior in num- 
bers, yet the military friars, who never' counted 
their enemies, keep their ground, pulh the enemf 
before them, fall upon the body tha( Siladine him- 
ffclf had rallied : all engage clofe, ind mix toge- 
ther, making one univerfal ilaoghter 5 rivers of 
blood run down 00 both fides ; no quarter giveo, 
;nor prifoners taken : an equal fury Animated the 
foldicrs of both parties. " If Saladjn^ 'fccwcd ai 
much conduct as courage itl this aftroK' fti two 
grand maflers on their fide; bravely followed by 
iheir knights performed prodigies of valdur* The 
• Conliii, Will. Tyr. L i^c. 8. ^ , 
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grai>J maAer Defmoolins, at the head of th^liof^ 
pfftllers, pierced fcveral times into the cncitiy't 
Iqundrons ; nothing could ftand before him. The 
count of TripQli, who, it is faid, was difguifed on 
this occafion, and foxight in favour of the infidels, 
to difpatcb fo terrible a warrior, killed his horfc, 
who falling down, tumbled upon the grand mailer^ 
and the weight of his armour hindering him from 
r ling, the infidels pierced his body witti a thoui'and 
wound , even after he was dead, cither to revenge 
the death of their comrades, or becaufe thcfe barba- 
nans thought they could never be too fure 
iia; fo great a commander would not rife 1 187. 
again *. Many of the hofpirailers died 
bravely over the body of their chief, labouring to 
fave it from the fury of the barbarians f. At l^ft 
bjth parties being fpent, gave over fighting, and 
there was no other ground but Saladine's retreat 
^i' concluding that the greateft lofs was on his 
fide. 

Ttie hofpitallers made a diligent fearch over the. 
field of battle for the body of their grand malkr 
10 pay him their laftofiices p After a great deal • 
of pains the-y found it at laft under a heap of 
Turcomans and Saracens, who had fallen by 
the edge of his fcymitar, or whom his knights 
5ud, aftrr his death, Jacrifited to their refent- 
ment. He was carried into Acre, and the funsral' 
of that great man was folcmnized there; with ibe 
tears of his knights, and the univerfal lametHartioa 
of the inhabitants, \ . ' 

They proceeded afterwards to the choice of his 
fucceilbr ; and as the enemy was in the heart of 
ihe kingdom, and they were in continual ex- 

^ Eodem die, vtde1y:et calendat Maii, Texagtnta fratrel templi,. 
et fummas magifler domus hofpitaHs, cum pIurtbus>domu8 foae fra- 
tribti;, interfe^tr fuut. Rog. Hovedea. in Henr. 11. 

t Ghron. dc Naogis. * 

f. Cjntin. WUJ.Tyr.4ib. i. c 5, • 

P 3 pe€latian» 
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- pcdlatlons oF anothtr battle, the hofpitalterf 
trere very fenfible that they had more need than 
ever of a general and able warrior to command 
them. The choice of this junfturc 
Garniee fell upon brother Garnier, a native 
OF v>YEiA. ofNapoli in Syria, grand prior of 
England, and Turcopolier of the or- 
der, titles that were .infeparable ; which fhews 

that at that time the dignities were not 
^187, anntxcd as they are now, to the different 

languages and nations of which the order 
is compofed. ^ 

The Turcoples, from whence the name of Tur» 
copolier is derived, were anciently, as William of 
Tyre relates *, a company of light horfe. Theo- 
riginal of the term came from the Turcomans, 
who gave the name of Turcopoks in general to 
fuch children as were born of a Greek mother and 
a Turcoman tathcr, and were defigned for the war 
fervice. It was afterwards a tirle of military ^digni- 
ty in the kingdom of Cyprus, from whence it was 
adopted in tp the order q? St. John* But the hof- 
pitallers. nl|d it onjy 10 frgnlfy the colonel general of 
%he infantry, brother Garniei" had refided for 
ibine time in England, 'in quality of baliff and tur- 
copolier of the order. During that time king Hen- 
ry n. having expelled the canons regular out of the 
famous abbey of Buckland, for living too licenti- 
yufly, gave this monaflery tp the order, and bro- 
ther Garnier put fome niins ih^t were hofpitallers 
. of St, John iiito. it,. /This ^rcat bailiff came back 
afterwards fnjtp Pafeflijie, to fliare in the dangers 
and glory of his brethren ;'and his valour and vir- 
tues advanced him to the dignity of grand mafter, 
upon the death ot brQiher Roger Defmouiins. 
'. His firft care waS:io rccal the gre^iteft pan of the 

• V/ill. Tyr. 1. i. c. 7. I, 19. c. 24. 1. Z2. f .'9. ; Affifes du Roy- 
autne di* JirufaJem, p. 453 Hi^qi? e <lcr ■ iflc dc C^pre, par Euesoe 
49 ySi^ynt A-bcri. Acq, 1, 5. c. J. 
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knights, who were difpcrfed in rarious places f ;- 
and he received llkeways feveral novices into the 
Drder, to fuppiy the room of fuch a^ were loft irf 
rhe laft aftic^n, and to put hinn'felf in a condition of 
making head with foccefs* againft the arms of Sa« 
idine. . • . 

That prince, by agreement with the counr o^ 
Tripoli, and the better to conceal their correfpon- 
dcQce, laid fiege to Tiberias, which belonged to the* 
count, in right of Eichine his wife, who made her 
ordinary refidencc there. The town was carried 
immediately, and the counttfs^ who knew nothing 
of her huibandV treafon, retired int6 the caftle 
which was better fortified. The traitor Raimond^ 
2s if he had been very anxious about the fuccefs of 
the ficge, cries out for fnccdur, calls all his friend» 
about him, and lays before the king the great im- 
portance of the place, which covered all the fron- 
tier on that fide. They rcfolvcd inf>mediately to 
throw in fuccours, coft what ic would. The king 
prepared to march hrmfelf at the head of What 
forces he had got togethci? ; but the count, who 
^ad a mind to deliver all the forces of the kingdorw 
^? at once to Saiadlne, remonftrated to the king^* 
^hat if he advanced with an army fo much inferioi* 
to that of the fukan, he would cxpofe himfelf in- 
fallibly to a defeat ; that Saladine had at leaft 8ocoo 
horfe bcfidcs his foot, and that to opjofe fo foinii- 
<l;ible a power, it was nettS^ty to di^iw all the gar-, 
fifons out of «the ftrong^ tbwns* and bring intd the 
jjeld all theinhabitanis-fhat were abl€ to bear arn)S, 
iQ order to incrcafe the army, and have Icfs to fear 
from the numb<;r of the'infidds, 

Guy de Lufignan^ who was neither a great fol- 

^^er, nor an able politician, abandoned himfelf to 

the perfidious council of a reconciled enemy : all 

^bc ftrong towns were drained of their garrilbn^t 

* • t » 

t Kangis ad An. iiSS, 
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ind evf n of their inbabtunts,. an4 not 4 foul kft 
in them but old men, wotncD and children. The 
whole fortune of the kingdom was ftaked upon 
this coKifufed multitude of foldiers, citizens and 
peafapis, arpicd ridiculQufly c^iough, moft of them 
marching without aoy order, and only animated by 
furj and paiEoQ, 

Upon the approach of the Chriftlans, Saladine 
drew out of his lines ; they foon met ; the fight 
lafted for ihree days, and was very bloody. Guy 
4e Lufignan, by the count of Tripoli's advice, had 
encamped among the rocks^ as in a place where 
there was no forcing hiai ; but the treacherous 
^Qunt had {concealed from him^ that tb.e foldters 
<^ouUi h^ve no water in that place, but what tbej 
vaixfk p^fs through th^ ara>y o^ th^e infidels to fetch. 
A jvaQt of fo prciliiig a nature was foon felt. Ne- 
ceiEty obliged tUeqn to advapce the ntxt day agaioft 
the enemy, to open tbemfelves a paflage tp the ri- 
ver. The * templars, who were in the van, m^rch- 
$d dov^n firft into the .plfun, charged the infidds 
with their ufuai valpur j «ajnd upon the firft onfet 
drove them before thcni^ Never had tliofe brave 
warriors diQipguiU^<;d themfelves by (b much cou- 
rtage .md intrepidity oio any occafion. They picrctd 
and bioke the firft fquadrons of the infidels > but 
the count pt Tripoli, who con[vmande,d the body 
th<iit wa3 to Aii^aio the.^i, in^ead or following the 
pa^th whiCll thofe liable foI^iciTS of Jcius Chrift had 
9p(;n€4 to viA^>ry> ab^^idoo^^it^ea^, and fled 'by 
(Qm[^it with S^i^idioe, v^hol^f- kitn qfcape ; and the 

* TempUrit robufli(Iimo in hoftem impetu pjocurren'e", priroarom 
hoftium turmarum 4eafitatem ruperont, et earuni veTitragem vrl fu- 
gam feccrunt. Verum tunc demom noOromm nefanda prpditlo et 
ndfada cum bofte collufio claruii ; comes eniixi T>ipo|iuixus, cseteii- 
eue (jptimates cum turmis (vis, fprcta dtrpo6itoJ9c regia, ^rsciarutn 
lllam tcmpli milttiam, hoOeS fortiter pr(terei<tem» dum hon Jcqa;- 
tentur, perklitari ^ecerC ; trqec k« teinplarii, coAferiiiiunis hotliiKn 
cuneis, nulio fcquente, immerfi iljico Tel Ttvtiou vel ^raeda fueie. 
Will. Ncnbrij. 1, 3. p. 430, 
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templars being left alone in the plain,, were over- 
borne by the nnultttude of their enemies^ and wert 
all killed or taken prifoners : ^he reft of the army 
retired into their camp in the rocks^ where that 
traitor, the count of Tripoli, had infnared them* 
The flight of that prince, whbfe capacicy and va,- 
lour they had a great opinion of, made the Chri- 
ftians think the affair, w^s defperate. , They pafled 
the night among the rocks without water ,^ iq the 
month of July.. Saladine, to add to tjie hea^ ojF 
the feafon, fet fire^to the woods ihat grew upon the 
mountain, and encircled the camp of the Chriftians ^ 
the foldiers, half dead with thirft and wearinefsj 
lay down upon the ground, giving ibemfelves no 
concern about the enemy, as thinking death wash 
not the worft of evils. Saladine having notice from. 
fome defcners, that there was no longer any order 
or command obferved in the camp, attacked itj.and^ 
found but a weak rcfiftance. It was notfomuclv 
a fight as a butchery. The Turcoman? aiid Sara* 
zens gave no quarter; rivers of blood, ran cfowiv- 
bctwcen the rocks ^ the whole army was ci,ther dc- 
ftroycd or taken prifoners ;, the , king, the gra'pd 
mafter of the templa'rs, Renaud de*Chatillon| and 
agrcatnun^ber 6rtbe.,nohiliry and tcqighl^'of S|, 
John and the temple fell alive iht'a the infideli 
hands. The Turks took like wife the true crofs^ 
*hich was ufually carried into the field. The 
g^and maftcr of the holpitallcrs, after fome feats of 
incredible valour,, made Kis efcape though all over 
wounds, and opened ^his way,, fword in hand,' 
through the enemy's fquadrons : he reached Af- 
calon, but died the nc^t 4ajr,of his. wounds. 

Saladine, who' flittered himfelf that by the eXf 
tinftion of the military orders he (Jiould the more 
^afily oQake himfelf mifter of the Holy Lmd *, no- 

• Will, Neuf), U 3. p. 43. Rog. Hoveden; p. 637, Hcrold. con- 
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tjficd to the hofpitallers and templars who were pri- 
foncrs of war, that they had no way to avoid death , 
l>:<t by changing their religion, and renouncing }e- 
fus Chrift : but thefe noble warriors offered them- 
felvcs with tatisfaftion to the fliughter ; they were 
all put to death by the barbarians * ; and the con* 
fiancy and firmnels with which they rccieived it, a- 
nimating the faith of the common foldiers, feveral 
of thecH that were only feculars, by an ionocent 
fraud, erred out that they were templars, aod, as 
if. afraid of wantixig executioners, they prefled for- 
ward, driving with one another wkich ftooldbe 
firft facrificed by the fword of the infidels. 

The fultan after this ga^«? orders to brinrg the 
king into his tent, with the grand.mafter of the 
templars, Renaud de <?haii^lon, and the other no* 
blemen that wer/c taken prifuners, none of whom 
cxpcdtcd a more favourabi^ fate, Saiadine, tO re- 
ky^ovd the king's apprehensions, made him fit down 
by hitp» and feeing the unfortunate prince Lilf 
dead with thirft and wearinefs, ordered a liquor to 
be brought him, that was ajgrcjeable to the ta(le, and 
pooled m forow. The king having dranki g%ve the 
f up to Renaudj but the fultan opoofed it, and told 
the king by his interpreter, '** It is for you that I 
•' fen t for this liquor, and not for that vile man, 
^* vvho is never to hop^ for quarter.** To tindcr- 
ftand the meaning of thcfe words, it muft be ob- 
ferved, that among thefe inHdtls, the rights of 
hofpitality were inviolable and thole barbarians 
i^ver put their prifoners tq d^ath, wjien they had 
once given theni any thing to eat or ^rink with their 
own hand. 

It wfLs for this reafon that Saladine hindered Re- 

* MUites tempH et hofpttalU quos in canrpo non voraverat glaciTOS, 
»b aliis A gregat^ captivit Saladinus coram tt decollari l>i«cepft, . Ao^* 
Hoved. p. 6j7. 

Qj^otquor temphrii et bofgitaltf it laTCoigDivr, piotinwt dccoUaniur 
jUem, Nangiaadaa. XI, 
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laud from drinking after the king ; he reproached 
lim heavily with the truces th«it he had violatedf 
lis robberies, and his inhumanity towards the pri« 
'opers which he had taken« rather faid be, as a 
robber, than according to the rules or war ; anj 
withal imputed to him as the greatieft ot crimes, ac* 
rording to the principles of his religion, the deiiga 
ie had formed of furprizing and plundering Mecca, 
ind Medina. •* Ydii muft then, ' to repair fuch 
* a feiies of outrages, fays the fultan in a 
" louder tone, either renounce J^fus Chrift im- 
^* mediately, or die a vifliin to our prophet's ven- 
'* gcancc.V Renaud, hold and intrepid even under* 
ftiefwdrd of the enemy, anfwered him, that a 
Chrlfliaii did nt>t know what it was to purchaie his 
life by fuch a baienefsj Saladine thereupon, tranf- 
portd with wrath, drew his fcyoiitar and ftruck off 
his head, fnakihg'a martyr'of that noble man, who 
^ fo chriilian and brave an end, atoned for what 
^^ lefs jiiftifiable In his manner of making war. 
The fultan, at the king's requeft, fpared the life o^ 
^he gpjknd mafter qIF. the templars^ fending him to 
Damafcus,, with tfic tirig and the pther priifoncrs, 
from wliom Jhe expefted to draw a vaft ranfo.m.* 

The kingdoth of.Jerufalem wag in a terrible cje- 
folaiion ; there were oo troops nor any leaders to 
<^ommand them ; the towns were left without inha^ 
bitanis ; the two military orders had loft the great- 
^ft part of their knights ; and of the two grand 
roafters one was Juft dead of the wounds he had 
received in battle, and the grand maftcr of fhc 
^^Q^ple was a prifoner at Damafcus. 

^n this mclah AoTy fituation, the hofpital^rs that 
^crc left aflemblcd to proceed to the choice of a 
*^w grand niafter. One might then have faidpf that 
fc^eatpoft, what St, Paul fiyi of the epifcopal of- 
'^Ci on account of the fufferings and perfecutioqj 
attending it». ,ttiat ft was a meritorious work to d^ 
fire that cWittcn^'^<l>goi^y- Jn t^utb, tliey were 
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forced to offer a fort of violence td 
ErmenGARD brother Ermengard Daps, to o- 
Daps. bligc him in that difmaljunfturc to 

take the government upon him. 
This order that was lately k> powerful aud formi- 
d^ablc to the infidels, wa^ now almoft extioA by 
the great number of knights that were loft in the 
late battles ; andjhe few that had efcaped the fury 
of the Sarazens, were in continual expectation of 
undergoing the fame fate ; the grand ihader at the 
fame tincie being unable jto difcover any refource for 
himfelf and his brethren^ but an honourable death 
jf they failed of vidtory, 

' Sahdine, to make h's advaritagie ,6F the general^ 
confterniiion, followed the torrent pfWs "Fortune; 
mod of the fortified places of the kfhgdoni opened 
their gates to him ; the citv of St, John d* Acre,Me- 
flitute of military friars, its bravfe defenders, held 
out but two days ; and of all the conquers of the 
Chriftians none were le?t but* jferti&lcm, Tyre, Af- 
talon, Tripoli and Antiocli :' and of thcfe two laft 

f>laces one was independent of, the crown* prjerufa- 
em and the other was only hcld.of itm fief. * 

To give a better noii6n of the deplorable conditi- 
on of that kingdom, it may 'hot be improper to in* 
fert here the circular letter whifch a templar, a fbr» 
rowfiil witnefi of this' fatal reVofutibn, wrote to his 
brethren of the weft, after thc/battleaf Tiberias. 

*• Brother Thierri grand preVeptor, the poor 
** convent abd whole order,' but now almoft re- 
♦* duced to nothing, To all the prec^eptors and all 
•* Our brethren 5f the temple,^ fetid grectibg in him 
♦^ to whom .we addrefs our]^r6ans,' abcl whom the 
^* fun' and the moon adorei'' '• ' \\ 

**"We cannot, our deareft 'brethren, cxpfefs to 
** you by ihtfe letters, nor even by tears of blooJ,' 
'*' all the Calamities that our'fins have drawn upon 
*• our heads. The Turcomans, that barbarous 
^* nation, tavins covered the jface of the' land, we 
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^ advanced to relieve the caftle of Tiberias, which 
" thofe infidels were befieging ; an engagement 
" foon enfued, but the enemy having driven wsin- 
" to rocks and craggy mountains, our troops were 
•* cut in pieces ; thirty thoufand men fell in that 
** fatal day. The king is taken, and what is ftill 
** more deplorable, the precious wood of the true 
" crofs is fallen into the hands of the infidels. Sa« 
** ladine, to crown his viftory, has cut off the 
** heads of tWQ hundred and thirty of our brethrea 
" who were taken in battle, without reckoning 
** fixty others that were loft in a former engage- 
" ment. The fovcreign of the barbarians is alrea* 
*^ dy maftcr of the principd towns of the kingdom. 
^' The Chriftians have nothing left but Jerufalcm, 
" Afcalon, Tyre and Berytus, and even the garri- 
*^ Tons and chief inhabitants of thefe places perifhed 
** in the bittje of Tiberias : fo that it is impofliblc 
" Without the fuccour of heaven, and your aiEft- 
** ance, to prefcrve them, &c.'* 

But this affiftmce was too remote, and there was 
no likelihood of its arriving time enough to ftop the 
progrefs of Saladine's arms. That conqueror, after 
reducing St. John d'Acre, Jaffa, Napo'oufa, Se- 
bafte, Nizareth, Scfurieth, Cxfarea, Sidon and 
Beryius, marched flraight to the capital, and in^ 
veiled Jerufalem, the main defign that he had in 
view. The queen was in it ; but the city had no 
body to defend h but the inhabitants, the chief of 
which too, being Greeks by religion, were fecret 
enemies of the Latins. Saladine, who knew their 
difpoiition well, and thought himfelf already ma- 
tter of the place, refufed to come to any compofi- 
tion with the queen. That princefs, after a flight 
rcfiftancc, had dcfired to capitiilate. Saladine fcnt 
her word, that he was rclolved to enter the place 
fword in hand, to revenge, as he faid, the blood 
olTo many muffulmen m<ff<icrcd by the Chriftians 
^n the time of Godfrey dc Bouiilon. The ciuchy of 

Vol. L (^ thi^ 
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this anfwcr made the Latin Chriftians rcforvc to bu- 
ry themfclvcs io the ruins of the place : Men, wo- 
men, and children, all took arms ; and defpairiup- 
flying the place of valour, they flood the infidels 
attacks with fo rcfolute a courage, thai the ftiltan^ 
«i her apprehending fome revjolution, «or at teaft 
fearing that the length of the fiege might retard the 
other conquers that he propofed, confented at laft 
to enter into a negotiation ; aod the treaty vai 
figned on both iides the fourteenthday of tfaefiego. 
It was agreed by the capitulation, that the queen 
fhould deliver up the town in the condition it wasiO| 
and without demolifliing any thing ; that the gentry 
and military perfons (hould march out with their 
arms, and have a convoy to cooduA them to Tyre 
or any other town they pleafed ; that with regard 
to the icfhabitants, the natural Greeks might Aay 
there, but all fuch as were Latins by defcent, (ho\M 
be obliged to leave the place ; and to (hew, that be 
was mafter of their lives and liberty, he would make 
them pay for their ranfom, the men ten crowns of 
gold, and the women fivci and two for every child; 
and that all who could not pay thefe refpe&ive 
rates, (hould remain flaves to the conqueror. 

All the night long, which ufhered in the execu- 
tion of this dreadful treaty, nothing was to be heard 
fn Jerufalem, but the groans, wailings and cries of 
the miferable inhabitants, lamenting their fate, 
and that they were obliged to deliver up the holy 
city with their own hands to the in£dels. Meo, 
women and children, young and ol^, proflrated 
themfelves before the holy fepulchre, bathing it 
witj;i their tears, kifling and embracing it, and be- 
ing unable to part from it, in fine, the day broke, 
and the difmal moment arrived, when the gates 
were to be opened to the vi£iorious enemy. The 
Infidels took pofTefSon of the place ; but Saladine* 
attended with his principal officer?, would not 
Hiake his entry till all the Latin Chriftiao3 were 

gone 
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gone out. The firft who appeared in the mourn^ 
fbi proceflioo, were mothers loaded with their lictle 
children, that were as yet unable to walk; other* 
led by the hand fuch as were a little ftronger ; the 
meo can-ied the provviions^ and the fmall houfehold 
goods Rcceflary for their families ; the qtieen^ en* 
thcled with the military men that were left, came 
after the people, accompanied with the two little 
priocefles her daughters, the patriarch and his cler* 
gy, and followed oy all the perfons of dilUn£Uon of 
both fcxcs.^ Saladinc, as the queen drew near, ad- 
Tanced to meet her, fpokc to her with great refped^ 
and to comfort her, gave her hopes of fettiiig the 
king her hoiband at liberty, in confideration of a 
moderate ranfom. Some, chriftiap ladies of the 
c^uecD's retinue, whofe huibands had been taken by 
Saladiae during the ^war, paffing before tlut prince, 
^fid being feized with a frc(fa fenfe of their affli^ions 
« his fight, gave terrible flmcks, and held up their 
kinds like fupplianis.. The prince enqairing.what 
riieyhad to aik of him, one of the ladies coming up 
to him faid, " We have loft our all, fir, but one 
" word of yours can eafe the grief that fo fcnfibly; 
^ affli£is us. Give us back our fathers, our bro- 
" thcFc, a«4 our^bufbandc, that by the fortune of 
** war arc your prifooers, and we freely abandon 
^' to you all the reft. With pledges fo dear as> 
*^ they, we cannot be entirely miferable ; they wilP 
'^ takic care of us, and the God whom we adore, 
^' who provides even for the birds, of the air, will - 
** provide for our children." 

Saladtne, who had oiothing of the barbarian in 
hlni but his birth, touched with tbC' tears of thefe 
ladies, who had thrown thcmfeives at his f&et^ after ■ 
leaking them rife up, ordered all\the prisoners that 
they claimed to -be delivered to them. . He added • 
likewife to this grace fomepcefents that he made 
them, and what ihewed a great fund qf humanity > 
in this fultaoj after his entry into Jerulalem, being . 
Q^ a informed ^ 
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informed' of the care which the hofpitallers took of 
the (ick and wounded, he gave thole knights, tho' 
enemies of his religion^ leave to ftay in Jerufalem 
a year longer, till the fick were entirely cured. 

Thus Jerufaiem, eighty eight years after the con* 
i^ueft of it by the firft crufade, fell again under ihe 
dominion of the iufidtls. Saladioe, before he en- 
tered into . the city, caufed the bells to be broken 
and melted down, and the patriarchal chtircb to be 
waflied with rofe' water. 7^his church was built at 
£rft upon the old ruins of the temple o£ Solomon 
by the caliph Omar, who, in A. D. 6^6y having 
taken Jerufalem, made it the principal mofque. 
This mofque, which was by the infidtls called A- 
laxa, was turned into a church upon the conqueft 
of Godfrey de Bouillon ; and the pilgrims were fo 
i/npofed on by a falfe tradition, that they believed 
it to be the very temple of Solomon that was de- 
ilroyed by the Romans, and rebuilt afterwards by 
the Chriftians. However this be» Saladine being 
mader of the city, the queen retired with the prin- 
ceiTes her daughters to Afcalon ; the inhabitants of 
Jcrufalem difperfcd themfelves into difierent 'places 
of Afla and Europe ; fome took refuge at Tripolii 
others made their way to Amioch, and a great 
Dumberi defpairing ever to fee the kingdom of Jc- 
rufalem reflored, pafled as far as Sicily and Italy. 
It was at this time, as we are told, that the nuns 
hofpitallers of St. John, flying from the confufions 
of war, retired into Europe with the grand mailer's 
permiilion, where they afterwards made confider-* 
able fettlements^ as we fhall fee in the courfe of this 
work, 

• Thierry, grand preceptor of the templars, in a 
letter that he wrote to Henry king of England, gave 
him an account of this (Grange revolution ; and as 
fuch original pieces are of great authority in hiflo* 
ry, we fancy the reader will not be difpleafed to 

find 
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lad the leiter here infcrted, that relates the wiCcr 
able circumfiances of theTe great events. . 

** Know, great king^ fays the templar to him ; 4 
" ^thac Saladine has taken the city of Jerufalcm, 
" and the tower of David ; the Syrian Chri(^ians ^ 
*^ are allowed to guard the holy fepulchre onlytiU 
" the fourth day after next Michaelmas; thehof^ 
*' pkailers are permitted to ftay a year longer in 
'^ their houfe, to take care of the lick ; the knights 
^^ of that order> who are in the caftle of Beauvoir^ . 
*' didinguiOi themielves every day by their various , - 
*^ enterprizes againft die Sarazens ; they have late-^ 
*^ ly taken two caravans from the lafidels, in the 
" fiid of which they found the arms and animu* 
*' nition which the Turka were traofporting from 
*' the fortrefs of la Fere, after they had demoliflt* ■ 
" ed it* Caracy in the neighbourhood of Mount- 
*' foyaU Mont royal itfi^lf, Sapheta of the temple^ . 
** another Carac, and Margat, which belongs to > 
^^ the hofpitallers, Cailelblanco, Tripoli and An« 
*' tiochi ftili hold oi»t againft all the efforts of the 
*^ Turks, ^ Saladine has caufed the ereat crofs to • 
" be takeo down from the dome of the church » .. 
^' that w«s built on the ground of Solomon's tem« 
'* pie, and for two. days together k was dragged - 
^* igaooainKHifly through the ftreets, trampled un* - 
*^ <fer foot, anddefiled> whhdirr. 1 hey ha<ve wa(h- * 
*' ed the inilde and outfide of that church with 
*' rofe water, by way of purification, in order to > 
^* make a mofquc of it, and there they have fa- 
'' lemnly proclaimed the law of Mahomet. The 
'* Turks have laid fiege to Tyre ever iiuce Martim* 
" mas ; a great nuimber of military engines play < 
'' upon it day and night, throwing in continuaUy . 
" iquare ftones of a vaft bigtiels. Young Conrad, 
'* fon to the marquefs of Montferrat, has ihut 
^* himfelf up in the place, and makes a gallant de* 
** fente^ being well lecooded by the knights of 8r, 
!*• John and the templars ; on the eve of St. Silve- 
0.3 V ^^^ 
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^* Act, feTcnteen chriflian galleys, with (hofebraT<! 
*^ friars on board > failed out of the port, with tec 
*' other Sicilian veflels, commanded by general 
** Margarir, a Catalan by nation, and attacked the 
** fleet of Saladine, in a manner before his eyes; 
*' the infidels were defeated; the great admiral ol 
'* Alexandria, and eight emirs were made prifon- 
** ers ; they took eleven fhips, and a great number 
** ran a ground on the coafV, which Saladine fer od 
** fire, and burnt to afhes, for fear they fbould fall 
*• intathc hands of the Chriftians. That priocc 
'< appeared the next day in his camp, mounted ob 
*< the fineft of his horfcs, whofe tail and ears lie 
*' had cut, making thus a publick ackDOwledg^ 
<V ment of the defeat he had received^ and of the 
** trouble it gave him." 

To have a right notion of what pafl!ed at the 
fiege of Tyre, it muft be obferved, that Saladioei 
after the taking of Jerufalem, befieged Afcaloo, 
which the queen furrendered to him, in cooiider* 
ation ot his fetting the king her hulband, the graad 
xnafter of the templars, and fifteen other nobiemeii 
at liberty; and by his treaty, Guy de Lofignaij 
made a folemn renunciation of the title of king of 
Jerufalem. This prince^ with the queen his wife» 
retired afterwards to a caftle by the fea £klc, where 
they were lather hid than in a condition to defend 
ihemfclves. Saladine, without troubling hinifclf 
•about an enemy whom he defjpifed, marched from 
Alcalon to lay fiege to Tyre, an ancient and famous 
city of Phoenicia, celebrated in holy writ for its 
king Hiram, the friend of Solomon, and renown- 
ed in hiftoiy for ihe fiege laid to it by Alexander 
thf great, againd whom it held out feven compleat 
months, and had not been then taken, if ihii 
prince had not joined the ifle, in which it fiandJ, 
to the main land, by means of a bank, which he 
raifed to fill up the arm of the fca, which made it 
an ifland. The inhabitantf, degenerated from ibc 

bravery 
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bravery of their anceftors, and dreading the mife* 
ries of a place carried by ftorm, were preparing, 
upon Saladine^ approach, to go to meet him, and 
offer him the keys of the city, when young Conrad* 
the laft of the marquefs of Montferrat's fons, be-^ 
ing come into the Holy Land, out of zeal to cou' 
tribute to his fath'er*s liberty, who was then Sala* 
dinc's prifoner, encouraged them to make an ho- 
nourable defence, and ofiercd them his fejvicc 5 
but he added, that he would not flied a drop of 
his blood for fuch a coward of a prince as Guy 
de Lufignan, and infifted, that if he had the good 
fortune, as he hoped > W preferve the place, ihcy 
ihould engage by a folemn treaty, to acknowledge 
him for their lord. The Tyrians, dcferted by their 
fcvereigo, and left to themfelves, agreed to the con- 
dition. Conrad called in to his affiAance a conil* 
dcrable number of the knights of St. John, who 
put themfelves at the head of the inhabitants, and 
fooQ made fuch foldiers of them, that they feemed 
to be animated with the fame fpirit and courage ; 
the very women did their part, either ihooting ar- " 
rows at the beficgers, or carrying visuals to their 
hufbands, who lay upon the ramparts. Never was 
the place more bravely defended from the time that 
Altxander the great laid iiege to it. Saladine, dif- 
couraged at the length of a fiege that flopped the 
progrefs of his arms, rcfolved to raife it ; but be- 
fore he decamped, he caufed the marquefs^s father^ 
^hom he had taken prifoner, at the battle of Ti- 
berias, to be carried before the walls, and an he- 
rald being admitted into the place, declared to 
young Conrad, that they were going that inltaiit to 
cut off his father's head, if he would not iurreoder 
^yre to the fulian. ^ 

The young prince, divided between two duties, 
^hich feemed to him equally indifpenfable, was to 
determine, whether he (hould fave his father's life. 
Or abandon a chriftian people, to whom he had 

pledged 
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pledged his hith. To extricate him&lf from %hh 
difficulty, be afic£ted a firoinefs, that went even tc 
ao iadifftrrence ; '^ Go^ fays he, to the herald» tell 
'' your mafter from me. that he cannot put a pri 
'* foner of war to death, that furrendered upon hi 
*' parole, without the ucmofb dijQionour to-him 
" felf, and that, for nvy part, I {ball think myfell 
^ happy to have had a martyr of Jefu» Chrift foi 
*♦ my fither." After this they begao to &oot a 
freih from the city ; but the foldiers had private 
orders given them, not to point their arcovrs to- 
wards the place where the old marqueb was ex 
pofed in chains. The fialran, who badi no particu- 
lar reaibn to deftroy that prince, frop whom too 
he expef^d a great ranfom, icnt him back to pri- 
fen, and raiied tlie fiege. No (ooiier was. he retir- 
ed to a convenknt dSAance, but the king of Jeru 
lalem quitted his retreat, wkb a deligo to reap tho 
fruit of young Montferrat*s valour. H& prefented 
Kimfelf before the place, and was going to eater a9 
the fovereign of it ; but he fotuid the gates i}]Q% 
and the inhabitants cried out to hkn^ tibat they were 
fiirpriaed he had forgot the duty he owed to bis 
fiibjt^s during the fiege ; that he was come a litiU 
too late ; that a bsaver perfon than be had ukea 
bts place, and acquired the lordihip 6i Tyr€ by the 
jufteft of all titles, for having defended it valiantly 
at the hazard of his life againft the infidels ^^ Guf 
dt LuHgnan wa& forced to ^reure ; but thefe reci- 
procal pretenfions raifed a fort of civil war b^iweca 
the two princes. The grand mailer of th^ tem« 
plars, eicher becaufe he thought the king's caufe 
the jufkeft, or by reafon of the particular fricndfliip 
coni/afk^d between them during their common im- 
pri.onment, declared himfeh openly agaioft the 
xnaique^s of Montferrat. He not cnly treated him 
iBS ao ufurper, but hindered lupplies of provifions 

• Wiil. Htubr, U g. c, i^ p. 43», 

and 
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and ammunition from being brought into the place ; 
and in prejudice of the common interefts of Chri- 
ftianity, as well as in breach of that nice honour 
and fidtlity, fhat the nature of a truft reqciires, he 
diverted to other ufes a coniiderable fum of money 
which the king of England, charmed with the re- 
putation of young Conrad, had fent him to fortify 
Tyre, and maintain a garrifon in it. This we learn 
from a letter of young Conrad's to the archbifliop 
of Canterbury : ** I am become odious, fays he, 
" to Guy de Luiignan, formerly king of Jerufii- 
*' lem, and to the grand mafter of the templars 
" for having maintained, and for ftill maintaining 
** the city of Tyre, againft all the. cfForts of the 
'* infidels. They attack my honour, they wound 
" tny reputation ; they hinder fuccours from en- 
** lering into the place, and, what is of a more 
" crying nature, the grand mafter of the templars 
" has fcizcd the money that the king of England 
"fcntme; which obliges^ me to complain to you 
" with infinite concern. As for the hofpitallers, I 
" muft neccflarily commend them, and I call God 
** and you* to witnefs my iincere acknowledgements 
** to men, who, ever fincc they took arons for dc- 
** fence of the plac^, have' beeh "continually ren* 
'* dering lis very important fervices ; and far from 
*^ detaining, as the templars do, that part of the 
** king of England's money which they were to 
*' furnifh us, we affure you, they have fpent above 
'* eight thoufand pieces of their own money in the 
* defence of Tyre ; and to prevent its failing into 
' ^he hands of the infidels, Who, nOtwithflanding' 
" their formidable power, were obliged fhatiiefullf 
'* to raife the fif ge, &c/' 

Saladine, having given over that enterprizc» 
turned his arms, with better fuccefs, againft the 
principality of Antioch. He made himfelf maft^ 
^f twenty-five towns and caftlcs, into which he p:(it 
urong garrifons^ that kept the capital in a manner 
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bkicked up. The ^overoors aod magiflrates ia 
general, for fear o^ death or plunder, went a great 
way to meet the cooqueror, and receive their chains;, 
all fell before {o formidable a power, and the 
Chri{^ian« had nothing left but Antioch^ Tyre and 
Tripoli. 

The count of Tripoli, the wretched inftrument 
of the loi's of the Holy Land, fecittg hh eaeaiy de* 
throntdi and become a fugitive and vagabond iu 
his own dominions, iummoned Saladine, purfuant 
to thein treaty, to put him in pofieiEon of the 
crown, and deliver him the places of which he had 
facilitated the conqueft by his Hight at the battle of 
Tiberias : but the fuUan dcfpiriog the traitor, whofe 
tceafon had been io ufeful to him, anfwered hi&> 
pretenilons only with the moft cutting railleries. 
The count, enraged at his breach of promife, aod. 
feeing himfelf odious and execrable to both fidcs^. 
fell into defpair, his i^ufes * began to fail him, he 
r^n diflraftod, andidiedfooo afitr, raving perpe* 
lually with refentment and rage. . When they ftrip- 
ped him, in order to lay him out, they found that 
he had turned Mahometan f. . The countefs his. 
widow, by wbem he left no iiTue, feeing hericlf 
without 'day rclcrorccf^ eppli#d..ito Ralmond, pfiiice. 
of AntiochiAfor affiHancej and delivered up Tri-» 
poll and m depeqdencies tq him» as being the near* 
ciflofkin* 

The numerous armies of Saladine, and the rapi* 
dity of his conquefts> leaving the Latin Ohriftians. 
no hopes but from the princes of the weft, theyde- 
puted William ;^rchbi(hop of Tyre, author of the 
iiiiftory of the Holj^ JUaad> to g^ aod implore their 

fuccpur 

^ Ex d )lori9 Tehem^ntia in aroentlam TerTus, horrtnda morte 6t- 
fecit. Wai*Neub, 1. 3. p. 43t, 

f. Res diinmiilare oon pocUit ; ii;im corpore defaidl nudata, qaia 
fiuper circumcidvims. ftigma fufceperat, apparuit $ uode palam tu t 
^uod fe Salahadino confoederans, fcflam Sarracenlcam ceperat obf-r- 
vandnm, ^oAq latn TrippHt urbis dominiirai filios prit.cifU Aatif 
<t^iB 4g i^n obtionit p«tentcl«. Naogis ibid. 
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fuccoHr. That embafiador went firft into Italy, 
and gave Urban III. who was then in the chair of 
St. Peter, an acconnc of the fatal event of the bat- 
tic of Tiberias, and of the lofs of Jctufalem. 

All Europe was in a conf^ernacion at this difmal 

Dews, and the pope is faid to have died of gridf. 

Gregory VIIL his A]e€e€br, who fat but twQ niQntbs 

in the hibly fee, appointed publick prayers and 

fafts upon the occa^on. The people of Italy, in 

^hc height of aftonifhment and afflt^ion, cried om, 

that they were nnwbnhy of the name of Chrifti- 

ans, and of ever having part in the kingdom of 

heaven, if they did not go to deliver the heritage of 

the fon of God from the dominion of the infidels. 

A contemporary writer adds, that the cardinals 

tnade arefolution ♦to renounce all kind ofdivcrfi- 

ons and pleafures, to receive no prcfents from any 

that bad caufes depending in the court ' of Rome, 

and never to mount a horfc as long as the Holy 

Land was tiodden under foot by the infidels ; *o 

^ themfelves the firft in the crufade, to go to the 

holy war on foot, at the head of the pilgrims, artd 

«^ca to fubfift by afking alms on the road. But 

there was z greiit deal more oftenration in thcffc 

<iilcotirfcs than zeal and true piety. The cardinals 

ftaid at Rome ; no alteration appeared in their con* 

^iift, and the embafly of the archbiihop of Tyre 

^ould have had no better fuccefs than that of Hc- 

raclios, patriarch of Jerufalemj before mentioned, 

^ad not the emperor Frederick I. Philip IL king of 

^^inct, and Henry II. king of England, gcncroufly 

entered into the crufade with moil of the prindes 

of Europe. 

Pope Clement III. fucccfibr to Gregory Vill. 
fcr want of more fubftantial fuccours, named the 

.* Firmiter Inter r» promt fsruot qufed de cflBtera nnlla munera re* 
^'P>«ot ab pitquo quLcaufaoi habeat in curia j non afcendtrnt ia e« 
'.uum, (|uaaidiu t^rra in qua pedes domini ftctciunt, fueiit Tub pcdi* 

^^s ininjici. Roger dt Hovcdcn, p. 636. 
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arcbbl/bop of Tyre for legate of rhe holy fee, ani 
appointed cardinal Henry bifhop of Albano for 
his colleague. Thisfe prelates prevailed with the 
kings of France and England, to meet at a confer- 
cncc held between Trie and Gifors, a 

, 1188. 5 place that belonged to the king of Eag- 
July 15. . land as Duke of Normandy. Thcarch- 
bifliop oif Tyre, overflowing with grief, 
laboured to infpire into them the fame zeal that he 
felt himfclf. He laid before that augud aflcmbly 
the groans of the holy city, that was again fallen 
under the tyranny of the infidels ; the lofs of fo 
many Chriftians facrificed to the fury pf the barba- 

. rians ; the captivity of fome, the exile of others, 
and what was ftill more deplorable, the numbers of 
young children of both fexes that were born free, 
cow made flaves, before they could be fenfible of 
all their miiery, and to be brought up in error af* 
icr the infidels had prcpoflefTed their minds, and 
impofed on their reafon. He enlarged afterwards 
vpon the various artifices and cruelties that iheie 
barbarians tried one after another to pervert luch 
as were grown up ; and he made fo moving a de- 
fcription of the difmal condition the Latin Chriili* 
ans were reduced to> that melting into tears hiin- 
felf, he drew them likeways from all his audi- 
tory. 

The two kings almoft always at war with onea- 
noiher, were then ready to begin a new one; but 
upon this report of the miferies of theiioly cityja^^ 
was pacified, and their clafhing interefts ignited in 
the ftngle vie«f of delivering Palcftine from the do- 
minion of the infidels. Philip and Henry embra- 
ced one another, put on the crofs, and promifcd 
to join their forces, and pafs by concert into the 

iSevcral aflemblies were held in their rcfpeftl^c 
ftates, to rai!c the funds necejQ&ry for fo great an 
armament; and they came to a refolution both in 

France 
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France and England, that fuch as wouldnot take 
the crofs upon theip, (hould give at lead the teiuh 
of all their gpods, moveable and immoveahle, 
ivhich occafioned this tax to be called the Saladine 
Tythe, becaufe the main end in levymg this mo- 
ney, was to defray the cxpences of the war, to be 
carried on againd that prince. The orders of the 
Ciftertians, Chartreux, Fontevrault, and the con- 
gregation of the Friar Lazars were exempt from 
diis fubfidy. Pctrus Blefenfis pteiendcd, from 
their example, that the fecular clergy ought not to 
be charged with it, and wrote upon that occalion 
to Henry de Dreux, bifhop of Orlean>, and couiin 
german to king Philip. ** The prince, fays he, 
*^ (0 him in his letter *, ought to exafk nothing 
** from the bifhops and clergy, but continual 
*^ prayei;^ for the fuccefs of his arms ; if the kingf 
'' will needs engage in this enterprize, let him not 
" raife the cxpence out of the fpoils of the chlirch 
** and poor, but out of his own particular rcvc- 
'^ nues, or the booty that he (hall take from the 
** inBdeh, with which he ought to enrich the 
*' church, and not plunder it, under pretence of 
" defending it. The church is free, fays he, in 
" another place, in virtue of the liberty which 
^* Chri'ft has purchafed for us ; but if they load it 
** with exjiftions, this is to reduce it to a ftate of 
** fervitude like Agar.*' We fee here a gingle of 
''ords, the fame that we have already fpoken of; 
and that under the equivocal terms of the church 
and liberty, it looks as if the chriAian church was 
compofed only of the clergy, or that the faviour of 

* ReverendifBme et dilc£liffime pater mi, tua diicretioni com* 
nitto reiigicforum quictem> paccm fimplicium, caufcm Chrifti, eC> 
•tfUfiac liberratcm. Epift! 112. 

t Si aut.m propofo.t hujus perrg-inaricois iter arripere, non de 
^^His eccicfiarum, non dc fudoribus pauj^rum viaticum fibi et fuis 
«xbibeat, fed dc redititospropjiis apt pe praeda hoftili belJa Cbrifti 
^oftficiat. Idem, Epift. ill. 

Vol. I. R tnankitKl 
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mankind had delivered us from fomethlng elfe be* 
fides fin. 

The eloquence of Peter Blefenfis, which was ill 
employed on this occaiion, did not hinder the raif- 
ing of immenfc fums in France and England. Com- 
miifiontrs were appointed to coiledt the money, 
among which were an hofpitaller and a templar, 
deputed by the two military orders, to (blicit tnis 
armament, which they were to accompany them- 
felves, and to ferve for the principal guides to it *. 

Ricl^rd I. who had jufl fucceeded Henry II. his 
father, when he received his crown, took upon him 
that prince's engagements for the I'elief of the Ho- 
ly Land. He levied an army of thirty thoufand 
foot* and five thoufand horfe, which he embarked> 
with the neceflary ammyoition and provifions, oa 
board a prodigious number of vefi[els of different 
bulk. This embarkation was made at Dover, from 
whence he paflld into Flanders, aiid thence into 
Normandy, where l^e held a meeting of the eftatcs 
of the country. It is faid, that during his ftay ia 
that province, a holy prieft, named f^ulk, incum- 
bent of Neuilli, fambus for his fermons, and a 
preacher of the crufadc, after great encomiums on 
the Englifh prince's zeal for the fuccourof the Ho- 
ly Land, told him with a couragious liberty, that 
to engage the bleffing of heaven upon his arms, he 
ought to part with three pernicious paffions, which 
be called the three daughters of that prince, pride, 
avarice and luxury; and that the king of 
1 1 89.. England, the haughtiefl man on earth, an- 
fwered him bluntly, with a taunting recri- 
mination, *' I cannot difpofe of my three daughters 
'^ better, than by giving, as I do, the fifft to the 
** templars, the fecond to the Clflertian monks, 

* CoUigaror autem pecu'nia ilia in fingulis parochiis, prae&nti 
ftdhyrcTo parochic et archiprefbytero et uno ttrmplario et uoo hot- 
pitalario et feirieotc regis, et Clerico regis. Kog. de Hpvedeik p. 
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" and the third to the bi(hops of my own domini- 
" ons,** Thiif prince foon after joined Philip Au- 
5u(lus at Ve2elay, on the frontiers of Burgundy ; 
md after pafHag the Rhone they took difFcrenc 
oads. The king of France marched towards Ge- 
10a, where his fleet was waiting for him, and the 
:ing of England went to MarCeilles. where he em* 
arked; and the general rendezvous was at the port 
f MefEna in Sicily. 

BefoDC the two kings fet out, and whilft they 
'ere bufy in raifing troops and money in their do- 
1 nions, the two legates pafled into Germany, and 
imt to Mentz, where the emperor Frederick I« 
ailed Barbarofla, Was holding a generail diet of the 
mpire on the fame fubjtft. He was a prince cmi- 
«ni for kis valour, and though advanced in years, 
'ft he gencroufly took the crofs upon him, toge- 
^crwith Frederic duke of Suabia his fbn. bixty- 
iglu princes or great lords or Germany, 9s wtll ec- 
eli<tiiical as temporal, followed the example of 
icir fovereign, and put on the croi's; and in order 
> their, march, the general rendezvous of the 
oops was fixed'at Ratifbjnne, whether Ai ihnz' 
ere engaged in thecrulade had orders to repair on 
e twenty third of Apiil the year eniuing 
The chriilian pan of Spain had no fh-jrc in this 
•eat aimamcrnt of Europe. The kings of C.illile^ 
nagon and Navarre^ had their hands but too 
ill in oppofing the Moors and Saracens, who had 
ized ar is well known, upon the fineft provinces 
: fhat grear monaiLhy. The qiieeil Qi Arragon, 
liQitely afflicted for i he lo?s ,6t the Holy, Land, 
id ^.cqu.iinted with the dirpcriion and miierics ot 
) inhaoitants, refoWed to found a monaftery for 
dies of the order of St. John, the better to pre- 
ive the memory of io many ilhjftrious knights of 
lat order, as had lately penfhed in Palefline. 
This princefs, named Sancha, was daughter to 
.Iphonfus king of Caftile, and witc to another 
R 2 Digiti;AlphonUis 
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Alphonfus the fecond of the name) called the chaft 
king of Arragon, Ton to Raicnond Berenger, couoc 
of Barcelona, and afterwards king of Arragoo, 
vrhocn we have fpoken of before, on occafion of 
the treaty between that prince and the grand mafter 
Kaimood Dupuy, touching the fucceilioa to the 
crown of Arragon. 

Queen Sancha/ his daughter, being married into 
a famity that had long bore an affcAion to the or* 
der, efpoufed the fame fentiments, and formed a 
deligo of founding a monaftery of nuns hofpital- 
lers at Sixenoe, a village iituated between Saragofia 
and Lerida, and depending on the caftetlany of 
itimpoda, a grand priory of the language of Arra- 
gqn. The queen gave brother Garcia de Lifa, the 
then caflellan, other confiderable lands near Tarra- 
gona in exchange for it ; and after communicat- 
ing her projedtto Raimond Berenger, a knight and 
provifor of the order in Arragon, this pious pria- 
cefs laid the foundation of a palace rather than a 
convent ; and as fhe coniidered, that this houfe 
might ferve one day for a retreat to herfelf, and in 
future times to other princeflcs of the royal family, 
nothing was omitted with regard either to the ^nag- 
nificence and convenience of the buildings, or to 
the largenefs of the inclofure about it, or in fine 
to the greatnefs and fccurity of the revenues. 
This royal convent was founded for fixty ladies 
of noble birth, who were to be admitted without 
«ny portion ; and fuch as were of the kingdom of, 
Arragoi) or Catalonia, were to be of an extraftion 
fo illuftrious and fo publickly known, that they 
fhould have no need to produce their proofs. 

We have obfervcd, that hiftorians do not tell us 
precifely to what part of Chriftendom the nuns 
hofpitallers of the houfe of Jerufalem retired after 
the lofs of that capital of Judaea. There is reafoa 
to think, that it was upon their account that this 
pious princels founded this famous coavent in the 
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year following, to fcrve^ them for a retreat and a- 
fylum; and we are the more inclined to embrace 
this opinioil; becaufe the priory of 3izenne was 
founded Immediately after the lofs of the holy 
city. But after all, as this is but a conjecture, 
founded merely on the agreement of tht.time, we 
ftiill only obferve by the by, that this foundatipa " 
was followed by many others of the fame order, 
as well in Ctitalonia, as in Italy, France, 'and Por- -' 
tug;\l, which we (hall have occafioa to fpeak of 
hercaficr. 

The monaftery of Sixenne became foon the moft ' 
famous in the kingdom. The king, at the queen-s 
ind^nce, endowed it with large revenues ; pope 
Celeftine IlL put thefe nuns, like the hofpitallers, 
under ih6 rule of St, Auguftine, as may be feca 
in the bull qt that favtreign pontiff, bearing date 
A. D. 1193. Their habit was a robe of fear let 
or red cloth with a black mantle a bee, upon 
which was the while ^rofe wirh eight points di 
reftly upon the heart ; they hid a particular brevi* 
ary : they wore at church rochets or fine linen ; 
and in memory of the <|uecn their foundrefs they 
held a (liver feeptre in their hands during the office 
flnd divine fervicc* 

I he priore(s piefented to vacant beneficed, and 
had even the privilege of giving the habit of obedi-, 
cnce to fuch pr lefts as lerved their church. Slvc 
vifus even now her lauds with her dames affifting 
'her, and is a member of the provincial chapters of 
the order in Arragon, has a voice and ieat there 
ft^ter the Caftellan of JLmpoft<i ; and when the 
chapter of the fider is held at SaragoCa, the chap- 
ter o' the cathedral fend her canonical portion 2ti 
bendari s of that church. 

Q;icen Sancha, after the king her huif>and'9 
dcaiii. letircd into this mpnailery with one of the 
prviceffe* her daughters, and it is faid, that both of 
themcmorflQcdrtH^vmnnaftick .^ofeffioD. As w(i 

t . * Digitized by VjVJU^PC ^ 



198 HISTORY OF THE 

Aiall have occafion to mention this holy boure a- 
gain on occaiion of the aheratioos that happened 
afterwards in the government of it, we (hall only 
obferve here, that all manner of chriftian virtues 
were praAifed there in an eminent degree ; that 
thefe nuns hofpitallers got up at midnight to fing 
praifes to God-; that their fupplications and prayers 
vere almoft wihout intermiffion, and thefe holy 
virgins were continually lifting up their pure and 
innocent hands to heaven, to implore his bleiling 
on the arms of the knights of St. John their bre- 
thren^ and afk of God that he would be pleafed to 
deliver holy bion from under the fls^very of the in- 
fidels. 

J his pious zeaU fo general at that time, of cod- 
tributing to recover the kingdotu of Jerufalem, 
cauied cni>{\ of the nations of £urope to take up 
sirma ; and whilO the kings of France and England 
were making preparations for that glorious expe- 
dition, the moO ztaious, without ftaying for thofe 
princes, flocked from all quarters into PaltftitX* 

Wt have fcen above, that Guy de Lufignan. up- 
on his eicape our ot the prifon, finding himfelf a 
king without a kingdom, retired at fiiit to a caOie 
in the county of Tripoli, where he afterwards 
muttered together the brken remains of his for- 
tune Godfrey de Lufignan his brother brought 
him from the wtft a trefh. body of troops of the 
crufade ; various adventurers, Greeks, Latins and 
Syrians joined him. and there was formed in a 
Yhort lime a little army of ft vcn or eight thoufand 
foot, and fcvcn hundred horie. this fucci ur, 
weak as it was, gaVe him nevertheleis lome hop«fi I 
of feting a change in his tortune : and to fecure j 
himltlf a place of retreat, thai (hould depend oa 
no body but himfelf, he laid fiege to St John 
d* Acre, a ftront* place, with an haven capable of 
receiving the vtflUs and fuccours of the princes of 
the weft. The bo(jpicallcrs and templars joined the 

army J 
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army : there arrived likevife three private cmfadesr 
which advanced before the great armies that wtrc 
expeded out of Europe. The landgrave of I'hu- 
ringia and duke of Gueldres commanded the fii (I, 
which was entirely compoied of Germans ? there 
came another made up of the people of the north, 
Danes, Frieflanders and Flemings : there arrived 
loo a third, at the head of which were two princes 
of the boufe of Dreux> and a confiderable number 
of the greateft lords of the kingdom; there came 
thither at the fame time fome Venetians, Lombards 
aD4 Pilans ; and Conrad of the houfe of Mont- 
ferrat, prince of Tyre, forgetting his difputcs with 
Guy de Lufignan, would needs ihare in the perils 
and glory of the enterprize. 

The Lhriftians began the fiege, and carried it on 
» firft with all the courage and application imagin- 
aUe. Saladine had put a ftrong garriton into the 
place commanded by Caraco^, an old captain of 
great reputation, under whom baladine himlelf, 
before he rofe to that height of grandeur, made 
his firft cfiay in arms.- This general af the infidels 
maJe frequent fallics; they were contieually in 
aftion ; and we may fay th«it thefe i allies were ra- 
^W fo many battles and engagements. Saladine 
on his lide advanced with a formidable army to his 
fuccour ; the Chriftians went out of their lines to 
%ht him ; Guy de Lufignan commanded the firft 
body, compoied of his own troops, of French, 
and the knights of St. John, The grand mafter 
Ot the tcmpiars was ar the head of his knights, and 
the Germans, Fritllandtis and other people oJF the 
noith tought under his banner. The fight laftcd 
^ long time with equal animofiiry on both fides, and 
]»ith doubtful fuccels; what appears moft ccrtc^in 
is> (hat the Chtiilians, though they loft the grand 
ttiaftcr of the templars, and a great many knights 
^this order; yet returned * viSorious into their 
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lines, and Saladine could not force them to raiic . 
the.fiege, which was the onlj thing he aittkcd at. 

That prince did nothing afterwards, but endea- 
vour to intercept the Convoys of the Chrift^an ar- 
my. This occ^fioned a famine, which was fbon 
followed with a contagious ficknefs. Thefe two 
plagues deftroyed more (oldiers than the fword of 
the enemy. Guy de Ludgnan faw four young 
princes his children taken off one after another, 
and Queen Sybille his wife to whom he owed the 
crown. 

The death of that princefs occafioned afterwards ^^ 
new divlfions between the king her huiband, ani 
the prince ot Tyre. The Queen of Jrrulalcm left 
only one fifter rtumed Ifabel, who at eight years of 
iige was married to HumtVey de Thoron the third 
of the name. Conrad, * a prince young and hand- 
fome, full of courige and ambition, found the way 
to pleafe that princefs. There was no want of rea* 
fons to bfeak off her contradl with young Hum- 
frcy : the m•^rriage being made apainft her will, 
perhaps in a prohibited degree as they pretended, 
furnithecTa pretext for it : it was at ieaft in thofe 
times the commoii rciource of difconrenttd hof- 
bands. The prince fs's marriage was difolved, and 
the bifhop of Beauvais, without any regard to pub- 
lick decency, man ie$i her the next day to the prince 
o^ Tyre. In conic^quencc of this alliance and the 
princels's right, Conrad loolc on htm the title of 
king of Jcrufalem ; Guy dr Ltifign m on Jiis fide, 
maintained, that the chara&cr of royalty was never 
to be cfFaerti, and th^t no body could in his life- 
time affumc the litte of king in Palefline ; and to 
make ihe divilion fVill greater, Humrrey dc Tho- 
ron, Ifabcl's firft hufbind, difputed the lentence by 
which his marriage wab diffolvcd, and put in his 
tlaim to the crown. Thus this tiiuUry kingdom, 

* Chroo, de Nangis ad ao, iiS9, 
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this fovereignty without fubjefh^ had in the fame 
army, and at the fame time, no leis than three 
kings, and the queen had two hufbands living: 
but as ic was apprehended they might turn their 
arms again ft one another, they obliged them to re- 
fer the decifion of their pretentions to the award 
of the kings of France and England, who were fct 
out from their dominions, and as they had advice 
wintered in Sicily. 

During the fiay thofe two princes made in that 
\iiind, Richard having heard much talk of 
Abbe Joachim, who pail^d with the people 1190* 
for a great prophet, fent for him to Mcffina, 
and confulted him about the fuccef's o^ the cruf<ide» 
The Abbe, without any hefitation, told him, that 
the holy city would not be delivered till the feventh 
year after its being taken by Saladine. " To what 
'^ porpoie then, faid the king of England, are we 
** come (b foon ? Your coming, replied the Abbe, 
" was very neceflary, God jvill give you the vifto- 
*' ry over his enemies, and ex^lt your name above 
'* all the princes of the earth.*' 

This pretended prophet bore a very doubtful 
character ; fome looked upon him as a faint, o- 
thcrs took him for a cheat* Ir improbable the man 
meant well, and that there was more fanaticifm than 
hypocrify in his conduct ; he was befidei a good 
man, and of an auilere life, but he had cracked his 
brain by meditations, or rather, by his dreams on 
the revelations. He bragged that he had the key 
of that myfterious book, and urtderflood it as per- 
fectly a& St, John who wrote it. He took all hts 
viliDns and imaginations for truths ; and if by 
chance he fucceeded fometimes in his. prcdi^ions, 
he was miftaken much oftncr ; as it happened up* 
on what he had declared about the deliverance of 
the Holy Land, as we (hall fee prefently. 

In the mean time* the emperor Frederic, though 
feventy years of age.ixad advanced before thefe 
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princes, fetting out immediately after cafter, A.E 
1189. This^prioce, truly wonhy of that augu 
title, a^ter giving the law to the Greeks as h 
marched ihrough their country, after defeating th 
fultari of Iconiufn or Cogni who difputed his pai 
fagc, and having, in Tpitc of all the efforts, of th 
Mahometans, made hjs wav into Cilicia^ fell fid 
iind died ih (hat j^rovince, up6n bathing io the ri 
ver V ydnus^ as fame hiftorians relate ; though 
Ihcrs pretend he was drowfied in it. The miliiar 
orders, and parucularly that of the hofpitaller^ 
loft in Frederic a powerful proteftor, that durin[ 
the while courfc of his reign had di^pcnled his bc: 
nefaflions and favours with great bounty to the or 
der in general, as well as the particular memben 
of it. 

The duke of Swabia his fon led his army ontt 
the camp before Acre : but it arrived there moci 
reduced a«d weakened by ihe fatigues of the road, 
by ficknefs and his own vidtorics, which coft biffl, 
abundance of men, and a great many officers ol 
diftinftion. The Germans, at their arrival in ^^^ 
camp, found the army of the beficgers in no bet- 
ter s condition i-^thc continual failles of the fn^ 
dels had much weakened it. The hiftorian of this 
fiege, who has left us a relation of v in verle, tcJii* 
bs a paflage of th'' knights of St. John, who ftcinff 
theTyrks in a Tally take a great number of p"" 
foners, thefe brave warriors, fays he, like a bc-ir a 
going to be robbed of her whtlps, got off t«c'^ 
horles, flew into the midft of the enemies bacw- 



- • Hofpitaks militcs ah equis defcendunt, 
N Ut urfa pro fiiii"?j ciim Turc^s contftrdun^ 

Turci noftium aggerem per vim bt& cxynfcenduaty 

II08 1'agittk ftiuciant, hos igae fujcceAdunt, 

£t hofpitalaiii eqvios afiCnderunr, 

Et Turcot a latere maTi<i invaferunt^ 

Quos ad urbis mania per vim reduxerant, 

£t ex his in foveis muhos occidertint« 
ManacbiJFlorentim^ Iconenfis epifcopi; de tecufcrata FtoHmai(l«* 

lions, 
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ions, cut part of them in pieces, refcued the pri- 
3ners, and tben mounting on horfeback again, pur- 
ued the iofidels to the walls of the ciry. But if 
be Turks were worfted on this occafion, the. 
hangc of air, the- difficulty of "being ftipplied with 
irovifions, the continual combats they were engag- 
d in, and the ficknefs that reigned, coft the Cnii- 
fiahrat lead as many men, and particularly thofc 
|f the weft. 

^o make the misfortune ftill greater, the wound- 
id foldiet^ of the Germans, whofe language was 
lot underdood, -laboured under great difficuhics,. 
:^ot being able, in fo melancholy a iituation, to 
make cither their ails or their wants known. Some 
German gentlemen of the towns of Bremen and 
Lubeck, that arrived by fca, moved with the mifery 
of their countrymen, took the fails of their i}iip> 
and made a large tent in which they put immedi- 
ately the wounded of their acquaintance, and at- 
cndcd them with great charity, f Forty perfons 
of quality of the fame nation joined themfclves to 
them, and formed a fort of hofpital in the camp. 
This noble and charitable foclety, like the knights 
of St. John and the templars^ became infeufibly a 
new hofpital and military order. 

Pope Celeftine III. at the requeft of the emperor 
Henry VI. confirmed it afterwards In an auihen- 
tick manner by his bull of February 23d, 1192. 
He prefcribed ihefe new knights for their rule, that 
of St. Auguftine, and for their particular Aatutej, 
Ke appointed them thofe of the hofpitallers of St. 
John, in what regarded the fervice of the poor and 
fick, and the fiatutes of the templars, hi what re- 
lated to military difcipline. This new order, which 
Was confined entirely to the German nation, was 

t Petri (k Dttlbnrg, facerdotis ordiais Ttntonici, Cfaronit. FxuiHae. 
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called the order of the terutonick knights of the 
houfe of St. Mary of Jerufalem. ^ 

Thi name was given them, becaufe in the time 
that Jerufalem was in the hands of the Latin Chri- 
fti iDs, a German had, at his own expence^ built an 
hofpital and an oratory, dedicated to the holy vir- 
gin, for the fick of that nation. The habit of thcfc 
new knights w^s a white mantle, charged with a 
black crofs* They were obliged to the fame three 
fokmn vows with the hofpitallers of St. John and 
the templars. Before they took the habit » they 
were to fwear, that they were Germans of noble 
birth and extraction and bind themfelves for their 
whole life to the fervice of the poor and fick, and 
the defence of the holy places. 

This laft part of their inflitution was common to 
all the three military orders, who were always the 
generous defenders of the Holy Land. Cardinal 
de Vhri, a contemporary hiftorian, and even an 
eyewitnefs, fpeaking of the founding of thefe 
three orders, and applying to them what is faid ia 
the book of Ecclcfiaftes, that a threefold cordis 
not quickly broken, adds to the tcftimony he had 
given in behalf of the two firft orders, that it plea- 
fed divine providence to raife up a third, which 
was.notlefs ferviceable to the prcfervation of the 
Holy Land. In faft, it may be faid, that thefe three 
bodies were the principal ftrength of the army, as 
well for going put on detachments, as in repelling | 
the fallies of the garrifon ; but as they were not 
duly feconded by thofe of the crufade, who were di- ^ 
vided among themfelves, and as there were no chiefs j 
}^hh full command in the army, nor any regular 
difcipline obferved, the fiege advanced but flowly, 
and was even fufpended in a manner by the diffe- 
lences that arofe between Guy dc Lufignan and 
young Conrad, in which the lords of the* crufade 
embarked, every one according to his intcrcft or 
iaclinauoiv 

Digitized bfCnOOQlC , 



KNIGHTS OF M A Ll* A. 205? 

It was niear two years that the fiegc df Acre had 
gone heavily on, and been Ipun out to d cedioud 
length, when Philip II king ot France, who had 
been detained till then at Meffina, b) lbn>e new dif- 
putes with the king of England, who would uot 
marry his fitter as h^ had engageji <o d©, pancd 
abruptly trom thence, and appeared at laft ott' ot. 
John d /icre^'with a numerous licet. I his new r«* 
intorcemcnt, and the picfcncd of the 'prince who 
commanded ic, put ncW Hie, as we n)ay fay^ into 
the whole army, compofcd as it was ot different 
fiations, whom their manneis, language and inie* 
rcfts, had divide-d. The liege now was carried on 
in another manner ; the loldicrs, as well as the of- 
ficers, fought to (ignalize themfelves bef«ire the eyes 
of fo great a king. That prmcc ordered engmes 
to be made, which demoliihed a pannel of tne w 11, 
and made a large breach : the whole army cried 
out with eagerneis to be led to the aiTiult. Pmiip, 
who every. day txpcfted the kmg of JLngland, with 
whom he had taken the croi's, would needs defer 
an tntcrprize, the iucceis and glory of which were 
certain, m ordt^r to ihare them with his ally, but 
thele confidtratjons, generous to excels, made the 
chriftian arn.y relaple into a ftace of inadtivity ; 
and the inhdtls m.itiing their ui^ of it faiied new 
fortifications within the place, which was in a po- 
fture ot defence, at the king of lingland's arrival* 

That pnnce was Richard 1. who had lately iuc- 
ceeded his father, king Henry IJ. Queen Eleanor 
bis mother had brought to him as far as Mefiina, 
Berengara infanta of Navarre, whom he was to 
marry. This princels and Jean of hngland, the 
king's fifter* and widow ot William II. king of 
Sicily, having exprc fled their defire of making the 
voyage of the cafl, Richard diviocd his fleet into 
two fquadrons, and put the two princeflcs on board 
that which led the van. lioih the Iquadrons met 
with a violent i^orm in the Archipelago. The king 
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of England made the ifle of Rhodes, and clVefqua- 
dron of the two prince fits came to an aiicbor on 
Good Friday, in light of Limiilb in Cyprus:; fevc- 
ral vciicis that ran aground near that place xrere 
beat to pieces by the tempt ft. line foveretga, or 
rather the tyrant or the ifland, was by his mcxher's 
fide of the imperial houfe of the Comtieni: the 
emptior Emanurl had made him governour of the 
ifland of Cyprus ; but this g'.vcmoor revohcd, 
affumed the title of emperor, and undci- the wtak 
reign of Ifaac Angelus, continued abioiute oiafier 
of the ifle. He was by accident upon the coaft 
when the princciles fquadi-on appeared oflFit. That 
pdncc, perfidious and cruel in has nature, ordered 
the Engliih 4k\ps that had run aground to be pil- 
laged, and i^he foldiers and feamen that fell into his 
handS| to be laid in irons. He was even iohuaiane 
enough to refufe letting the ihip in which the two 
princeflTes w«re on board, come into his ports da- 
ring the ftorrti. Sot the fair weather that follow- 
ed, all^OM'ing the two Eng^ifh fquadrons to joini 
Richard bting refufed the fatisfadlion he demanded 
for fo barbarous a proceeding, forced his way oo 
ihore, feized on Lindfib, cut in pieces the Greek 
prince's troops, purf^icd him without reiling from 
place to place^ took hioi prifon^er at iaft, with the 
piincefs of Cy-{>rus, bis only daughter, apd made 
himfelf mader of the whole iiland, reaping as 
much fatiisFaflion from the vengeance he took on 
\hc outrage offered the two princefles as from the 
conqueft of a kingdom. Richard, after fo glori- 
ous an expedition, which had coft him lefs time than 
a mere journey of picafure, and before he left Cy- 
prus, efpoufed the prlncefs of Navarre. He iet 
fail afterwards with his prifoner, whom he carried 
after him in irons, as a trophy of his vi£lory : the 
tniferable prince deiired to be treated with more 
inoderation, and put him in mind of his birth and 
^ignrty. The king of £ngland, who defpiied hioii 
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ordered, with a fmik, that he fhould be put iit 
chains of filvcr ; and the Greek prince, who was 
as vain as he was cowardly, thought himfelf mucU 
relieved, and fancied them to be lefs weighty, bc-^ 
caufe they were diflfcrcnt from thofe of the other 
prifoners. Richard arriving at the chriftiao canip,^ 
put him into the hands of the knights of St John, 
who fent him to be kept m their fortrela ofMargat ^ 
and the two princeflb^ at the king of England's 
bftance, kept the prtncefs of Cyprus with them; 
vho was fuTpeded of having in her turn put chains 
of another nature on her conqueror. 

As the ifle of Cyprus was too remote from £ng>^ 
land to be anoczed to that monarchy, Richard foTdi 
it to the JtempAars, for the fom of three hundred 
^cmfaiid livrcs. Thole military friars took pofTcf- 
fion of it, and,^ to fecuce their authority, threw a 
confiderable body of their troops into it. But tlie 
barihoefs of their governmeat, and the haughty 
•ays of thefe femplars, alienated the mimis (jt their 
Jiewfubfeas. Beiides, the Cvpriots, who roliowed 
^c Geek rites, could noi bring thcmifclves to o- 
^y thole Latin monks. This was the iourve, or 
^ ieaft the pretext of well orgh acantinua! war be- 
tween the great m^n ot that kingdom and the lem-' 
plars, who were obliged at laii to abandon the 
jfiand, and dehver it back^to the king of England,- 
as wc fliaU obicrve hereafter. 

That prince arrived at the chriftian camp on 
June bth, A D. '191. 1 fhall not enter into the. 
^tail ofaM that paffd in this famous ficge. The* 
^wo kings diflinguiihed ihcmiclvcs in it by an ex* 
}«aordinai7 valour ; Richard Specially, by a dar-. 
^°g refoluiioQ, which carried him always into places^ 
^f the greateft dangers, from whence he ever 
came off victorious. But there was a certain fiercen 
^cfs ia his manner, that made him lefs agreeable. 
Saladine was noways behind him in point of cou- 
^c ; he had all the bravery and intrepidity of the 
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foldier, with all the (kill of the officer, and was e* 
veiy day makmg new enterprizes agaioft the Chri« 
fiians. The knights of the three orders excrrcd 
theaifclves m all places ; the templars, on one of 
thefe occafions, loft their grand ma(l^er> aiui the 
hoipkiallers of St. John, many of their knights ; and 
the order would have been foon cut off in thcfe 
continual combats, if the crufades, which from 
lime to time arrived from Europe, had not fupplied 
it with ntw recruits. A great number of young 
gentlemen, charmed with the extraordinary valour 
of file hofpitallers, took the crofs, at their arrival i 
from the wed, pre^f erring at the fame time the crofs 
of the hofpitallers before that of the templars, who 
feemed more proud and 'haughty than was iuttable 
t9 the character of a religious fociety. All the 
world was for fighting under the banker of Sf . John*^ 
and thofe who did fo, were as fo many pupils and 
candidates, put of whom fuch were afterwards cho- 
fen for the religious profcffion, as ^avc the heft 
pr(iofs of their being fincercly called to it, and had 
diftinguiihcd themfclves as much by their piety as 
their vah)ur ; two qualities, which it were to be 
wiihcd tht order would have as much regard to in 
Xhe admiffion of knight^ at this time, as they have 
to the noblcnefs of their extra£lion» 

We have obferved', that the infidels, making their 
advantage of the leifure the king of France had al* 
lowed them, out of a cooipliment to his ally of 
JEngland, had fortified the place anew, fo that it 
was no longer liable to be carried by ftorm. They 
were forced to begin their attacks again, which cod 
them abundance of men r a dyfentery too, which 
raged among the wedern troops, occafioncd by 
their exceffive eating of fiuit, carried off a great 
Bumber of foldiers. 

The jealouiy betvtreen the French and the English 
began to break oat ; and, to mako the misfortune 
fiill worfe, the old divifioos between Ckij dcLufig- 
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nan and Conrad of Moniferrat were revived. The 
king of France declared for the latter ; tl\e king of 
England for Lufignan ; the-princfs and nobility, af- * 
tcr their example, divided into parties ; and as there 
was always a fecret emulation fubliftlng between the- 
two military orders, the hofpitallers declaring them- 
felves in favour of the king of Jerufalem, was a- 
fufficient realon to engage the templars to quit his 
party, an^ embrace that of the prince of Tyre. 

So general a mifunderftanding mnking tnem lefs' 
concerned about the fucceis of the fiege, the hi- 
fcops that- Were in the camp omitted nothing -to 
conciliate thelc fatal diviiions. Several conferences 
were held on this fubjift ; at laft it was agreed, 
that Lufignan fliould keep the title of king of Je- 
nifalem during his life, but that the prince of Tyre 
ftould be acknowledged in right of his w^fe indc- 
fcafible heir of the crown. I he two pretenders 
confeutcd to ihefe conditions j but Conrad reaped 
DO advantage from this agreement. That prince' 
having refufed to-do the feignior of the mountain 
juftice, in relation to a fliip that the Tyrians had 
taken from him, was afterwards ftabbed by two 
aflaffins, who, in the midft of the moft horrible 
tortures, and whilft they flayed them alive, gloried 
Jn tbeir having executed the barbarous orders of - 
their cruel matter. 

Peace being thus reftorcd in the army, they re- 
fumed the care of the fie^e with new vig^-ur* liie ^ 
attacks were in a manner coniinuaU and the two 
^^^gs, out of a noble eaiulation, pulhed the woik 
10 briflitly on their rtfpe<Stive fides, that there was 
foon a lu£5eient breach to muunt and give the af- 
fault. 1 lie mfidek, after an incredible refiftanre, i 
feeing the outworks of the place taken, their towers 
ruined, a conliderable breach made, and the brtvcft 
^nii^hts of the chrifiian army ready to mount it, de- 
jnanded a capitulation* Hoibjges were grven en 
woih fides J the tiown was furrcndcrcd, the garri- 
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fon, coofifttngof five thoufand men^ with the 

vernor, yielded theoifelves prifoneiSi* on condick 

of being releafed upon their caufing the true cro( 

and the chriftian flaves that were ip Saladine's han 

CO be reftorcd, or otherways, or being left to iJ 

difcretion of the conqueror. The Chrirtia 

I191. took po£lffian of Acre on July ijth^ ai 

made it atterwards their place of aror 

They affigued different quarters for the fevcral b 

dies and nations chat had contributed to reduce 

and were able to defend and maintain it : tbe h( 

pitallers of St. John transferred thither their prin 

pal relidence, which, fin^e the lofs of Jcrufalc 

had been fertled. ar M Tgat. h was in A( 

lipi. that their grand matter Ermcngard, in : 

year following ended an iliuO^iious 11 

which he had f often expofed againfl the infidc 

and in defence of the Chiiftians. 

The hofpitalltrs. in a full chapter, chofebrothi 
G )dfre) dc Duiflbn^ an old knigbi 
GoDfRET DE for his fucccflbr. It wasr none oi 
DuissOxW this new grand matter's faulty tha 

1 192* the taking oF Acre was not follo'A 

cd with the conqutft of Jerufa 
km, the main dcftgn of the crufade ; but jealviuf] 
of ttate, diverfiy of inrerefti, emulation and arl 
mofiiy, raifed luch divifions among ihefe diffeicn 
ziationsy that all the effedt of this mighty armame.. 
vas the taking of a iingle place. 7'he cruiade btir] 
compofed chiefly of. volunteers, they quitted ih« 
army, and filed off by degrees, after a fiege tha 
had laired near three ye^rs. Philip king of Franc 
was obliged to leave Palcttine^ and change the air 
as the only rem'.dy to recover him out of a viulen 
d^ttemper. which }vas not without fufpicion of poi 
fon» and m^de his hair and nails fall off. But a 
hii> gong away, he left in the chriftian army, a bo 
dy of five hundred men of arms, and ten thoufai.^ 
fo3C, uad;;r the como^.tod of thQ duke of Burgun 

dj 
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ij. The principd chiefs of diflPerent nations were 
goiog offlvam time to time, abandoning the Holy 
Land (buja prey to the ii^fidels. Kichard king of 
England, before hjs departure, took Jciffa and Af- 
caioD, and 'ipade aherwards a truce with the Har- 
barians.for three jearfr, thxee months, and three 
weeks ; and, if we may believe jhe hiftorians of 
that age, they added, tor greater examine is, three 
days^and three hours. It is faid, that Kichard, 
6efbr«H:^is drparture, can ltd Guy de Lufignan to 
marry the princefs of Cyprus, and made over to 
bim the fovereignty of that iOe, which the tem- 
plars had reiigned back to him, and which the prin- 
ces of the houie of Lufignan pQiTt£C:d afterwards 
for near three hundred years. Henry count of 
Champagne, nephew to the king of England, and 
entirely ^tttached to his intcrelh, married at the 
fame time Ifabtlla, widow off Conrad, and by that 
marrijige obiaintd a right to the kingdom of Jcru- 
faletn, which he wa^ in hopes to clear of the bara- 
zens, 

Thefe h^ pes were raifcd flill higher by the death 
of Saladine, which happ. ned at Daniafcus, on 
March 13th, 1 19 j» '1 hat infidel prince, one of 
the greatcft captains of his age, thought, upon the 
retreat of the Chriltians, to enjoy the fruit of his 
viftorie^ in triumph ; but death ib'ipped him of all 
at once. When he felt himfelf near his end, he 
ordered the officer thai carried his flandard in bat- 
tle to put in its ftead a piece of cloth defigncd for 
his winding fhtei, and carrying ft through the 
flrects, to ciy aloud, '* ^et here all that the great 
*' Saladine, coi».qucror of the ea(t, carries off* with 
" him, of all his conqucfts and trcafures." They 
fay, that before he expired, he diflributcd confi- 
derable fum^. to aii the poor of Damafcus, without 
diftlnftion of Mahometan, Jew, or Chriftian, whe- 
ther he was periu<»dcd, that charity, or at kaft 
bare humanity^ IhoulJ be extended indiftcreutly to 

all 
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all that are in mifcry ; or clfe, perhaps, though he 
had pic^fciicd Mahonieiaoifm all his life, yet he 
mi^ht, in his lad moments, be in doubt which of 
the three reli[»ions was the be ft and true one. At 
the lame time, he divided his dominions between 
his dtvca Ions, who, after his death, thought of 
nothing bui ruining one another. But Safadine, 
the brother of SaLdine, and companion of his vic- 
tories, made his advantage of thefe divilions, at* 
tacked his nephews, one after another, made away 
all of them that fell into his hands, and railed ac 
laft an empire to himfclf, very little inferior to 
that of Saladine's. Thefe divilions, and other ci- 
vil wars that broke out afterwards between the 
children of Saladine, gave the Latin Chriitiansiime 
to breathe. 

Pope Celcftine III. to fupply them with fuccourj, 
publilhed a ncv ciufade, contrary to the tiucc 
concluded by the king of England, which was ftitt 
fubOlling ; and it is even faid, that they received 
an exprefs order from the pope, not to pay airy 
regard to it. A great number of German barons 
put on rhe crnfs, came to Mcffina, and from thence 
paflld into the Holy Land. Walcran, brother to 
the duke of Limburgh, having broke the truce by 
fomc hoftilities, Sfadine, provoked at this infrac- 
tion, laid ficge to J ffi, earned it by ftorm, and 
put above twenty thoufand Chriftiai.j to thcfword. 
The Chriftians in Pakftine fcemed to be on the 
brink of ruin, if ih:f civil war between the infidels 
had not afterwards obliged Sifadine to renew the 
truce for fix years. The count or Champagne, af- 
ter this treaty, returned to Acre, where looking 
out of a window upon the croops as they paflid in 
review, the bar that he leaned on failing, he fell 
into the caitle ditch, and was killed. 

The grand mifter of the hofpitallcrs, confider- 
jng that fo imall a ftate as the kingdom of Jerufa- 
lem, cncompaflcd as it was with formidable ene- 
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mies, could never fupport itfelf without a king, 
propofed, fome ikne aticr that prince's death, to 
the queen his widow, to marry Amaury de Lufig- 
nan, who had juft before, upoii the death of Guy 
his brother, fucceeded to the; crown o£ Cyprus. 
He reprcfentcd to her, that her ftatc being iur- 
rounded with powerful enemies, flio might draw 
cotifidcrable fuccours from that ifle in the neigh- 
bourhood of Paleftinc, aiid befides, Cyprus might 
ferve her for an honourable retreat, if by misfor- 
tune the infidels fhould compleat the conqucft of 
her own territories. The* queen readily approved 
a propofition, in which fhe found at the lame time 
herown mtcreft and that of the ftate. The grand 
mafter undertook the negotiation^ and managed it 
^ith" fuch conduft, ihat, without cxpofing the 
queen, he brought the king of Cyprus to cour.t 
her alliance. Nothing more was wanting to put 
^he fiaifhing hand to this great affair, but his pre- 
lence. He was by no means at a 1 fs for pretences 
to go to Acre ; he (aw the qu^en 5 was well re- 
ceived by her ; and after ihey had, for form fake, 
comxnunitatcd their defign to the grandees of the 
ftate, ihey were married by the patriarch, and af- 
^er wards folcmnly proclaimed king and queen of 
Jcrufalem and Cyprus. 

Humphrey de Thoron, this princefs's firft huf- 
Dand, could not, without uneafinefs, fee her dif- 
poie fucceffively of her perion and crown to fo ma- 
'jy princes, who perhaps had lefs right to them 
than he. But as right, without power to fupport 
^^ is Ihtle regarded in the cafe of fovereigns, this 
Unfortunate lord found nobody concerned at his 
J^istoftune : he was forced, for his own fafcty, to 
^^y nothing of his preteolions, and like a divinity 
Jjifhout a temple, he remained without -any wor- 
^\P or adorers. 

The grand maftt-r, who had afted fo great a 
part in the queen's lalt marriage, did not long fur- 
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vive the rejoicings which attended that cr 
1194* remonj; he died alinoft at the iame 

lime ; and we have fcarce any accoanc left 
1SS of his eoverament. The ignorance, inwhich 
people ot quality were brought op at that time, 
has deprived us of the knowledge of a great num- 
ber of fa£tsy that might haveembclli&ed this hiflo> 
ry ; but in tfaoTe firft ages of tbe order^ t^ kaighcs 
made much more ufe of thdr fivord than ^r 
pen ; I cannot fay mdeed whether moft of them 
could read. This at ieafl is certain, that either 
for waoc of capacity, or out of modeily', we ha« 
not one knight for above four hundred years^ thsr 
has vouchfafed to give us an accDont of to mxnj 
rsmarkaUe events, as are with diffixtiliy traced 
out in national hiftories, and ooUfi6tions af txea* 
tsea and public inftrvmoDts. 

The end of the Sbcokd Boor. 



BOOK III. 

IT fs hard 10 fay, whether it be the great diftaucc 
of the times, or tl^ negligence of ihe firft h»fto- '* 
nana, that we are to charge wirh our ignorance of 
the houfe and extraAion of the firf); grand mafters, 
and particularly of the fucceff>r ot Duiflan, This 
fuccfflbr, ill ihe ancient chronicles, 
Alphonscs is called brother Alponfus of For- 
OfPokiu- tugal. The common opinion is, 
Gal. that he w*is delcended from the 

1 194, prince- of that narion ; but they do 

not teli us what branch became of; 
only they agree, that it was of an illegitemate iioc. 
Some modern authors prettnd, that his name was 
Peter, and that he was fon to- Alphonlus I. king 
of Portugal. However this be, aU writers that 
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b»ve rocntioned hiic^ reprtfeot hin as a perfon of 
iiifl?Dgttiihed valoitr aod piety, cqutliy exaft in the 
regular and militaiy dflbiplioe, a icrupulous obfer* 
verof the ftatiices^ bat naturally proud and haugh- 
ty; and k ibon appeared, a^er his promotioD to 
<h£ grand oiaftei^ip, tk^t i^he orders he gave in 
relation to the government of the fooiety, ihad it 
tiodureof his own rough diipofitton. 

Scarce was he acknowicdged as grand mafter^ 
vrhea having hia miod filled with notions of a per* 
fcdioD hardly praAicable among warriors, and out 
^ a view oi: reforming the abufcs that had crept 
nto it, he called a general chapter in the town of 
Margate whither 4he order had, after the lofs of 
Jcraialem, transferred its refidence. To cover h|i 
main defign the better, he fet htmfelf at firft only 
torefiify a certain abufe which often confounded 
the fecviar gentry with the profefled knighis, 
Thofc gemkinen, upon their return into the weft> 
and in uheir provinces, affedted to wear the croft 
ofiSt^Johnof Jtruialem. To uoderdand rightly 
tliis particular fudl, it muft be obkrved, that fuch 
gentlemen as engaged themfelves in the crufadfs or 
in pilgrimages, when they arrived in Paleftine, 
ierved as ^volunteers under the banner of the order* 
I There were ibme likeways thy fent their children 
ybuDg into Paleftxne, to be fired up in the houfir 
of St. John, under the difciplioe of the ^nighu 
^ ihe beft fchool to form them in the art of 
War. 

Both the one and theother, as long as they (laid 
in the floly Land, and fought under the ftandard 
of the order, were allowed to wear the croA ; but 
they, abufing this indulgence, on their return into 
Europe, fo a^ to found a claim of right upon it, 
^€ grand mafter, to prevent their being confound* 
cd with the profcfled knights, procured a ftaiute to 
be pafied in the chapter, that they fhould be con* 
fidered only 4s ausuliaFy troops, and uoc be allow- 
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cd to wear the crpfs, but only when they were 
figluing againft the in£dcls UDde> the Ji>anner of the 
order, • 

From this particular article of reformatioi, the 
grand maiier proceeded to others that concerned 
chiefly the knights profefled ; and to get them re- 
ceived the more eafily, he began with his own 
boufe and equipage, which he reduced to a major* 
domo, a ch^iplam, two knights, three efquires, i 
turcopolier and a page. To each of the levcral of- 
ficers of his household, he left only one horfcto 
carry them. With regard to hisperfon, he refers- 
cd only two led horiles and a mule, an equipage 
indeed exceeding modeft, but oot very fuitable to 
the governor of a great military order, who was e* 
very day at the head of an army. 

From this particular regulation he aflumed i 
right of reforming all the knights in general; af* 
ter upbraiding them with what he called their luxu* 
ry and tffemin'acy, he propofcd.fcveral regulati- 
ons ; their diet» habit and equipages, all p^'Sd 
under a fevei e examination, and a rigid reform. 
It cannot be denied, but the grand maiicr's inten- 
tions were very good ; his deiign was to revive the 
difcipline eftablilhed by Raimond Dupuy, which 
had been much relaxed fince that time. It is re* 
jported, that hearing fome mutterings in the aflem- 
bly, he alked them, if they were more nice than 
their p^ edeceflbrSi and if they had not made the 
fame vows in the moft folemn manner before the 
altar ? In vain did they reprefent to htm the diiTer* 
cnce of the times, and that the way of life which 
he propoled was incompatible' with the duties of a 
continual war, and with the obligation they were 
pnder, fince the lofs of Jcrufalem, of bving evtry 
day either on horfebjck or in the trenches^ This 
only ferved to make him raiie his voice, and i^^ 
them, with a tone and air of arbitr:iiy commaod, 
1 will be obeyed, and I'll hear noieply. The whole 
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tffcmhlj at thefe words broke out into loud con- 
plaints, and an old koight told hiai the chapter 
was not iifed to hear^ their . fuperiors fpeak as fo-' 
vereigDS, 

Paffion and aalo^ofity foop entered into thefe 
waro) difputes, which were carrie.d on To i^^ar, that 
the knights by concert, with an obftiiracy not to 
bt ju(tiBed, refufed to obferve the regulations he 
propoied. The grand mafter on his Mt, though 
only dcicended from a royal houfe by a by- blow, 
yet to prove as it wereiiis legitimacy, affeAed all 
the ftatc and haughtinefs of the throne. Neither 
fide caring to make any abatement, it came at laft 
to an open revok. Tlie order fell into a fort of a- 
D^rchy ; and the grand mader, finding he was to 
^ipt£l no more obedience from his knights, abdU 
cared his digmty, and retired to Portugal He 
'^^s yet more unhappy there, and died at laft in 
the civil wars that he engaged in^ This we learn 
from feveral hiflorians, though tnef are not agreed 
ftthcr as to his own name, or that of the prince 
from whom he derived his being. 

The order, after his abdication, chofe for his 
fccccflbr brother Geoffroy le Rat, of 
the language of France, a venerable Geoffrot 
old man, good natured, courteous, le Rat. 
and no way forward ; qualities which 
''^commended him to the fuffragcs of his brother 
^°'ghts. There happened almoft at the fame time 
a new revolution, in the principality of the lefler 
Armenia, the coofequences of which he prevented 
^ his good condudt and management. We have 
oWcrvcd, that two brothers, the moft coniiderable 
of the nobility of that nation, the one called Rupia 
of the mountain, and the younger Livron or Leon, 
*^^d, after the death of the rcnegado Mclier, fciz- 
^d thtt little kingdom.' Bohemund III. prince of 
Antiocb, and now count of IVipoli, pulhed on 
oy a boundleis ambition, and in hopes of enlarg- 
VoL» I. T iog 
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kig his own dominions at the ezpence of his neigh- 
bours, had preTailed with the prince of Armenia 
to come to Antioch, under pretence of a confer- 
ence, and to enter into meafures with him againft 
the infidels, their common enemies, and had cauf- 
ed him to be arreited there. Livron fome time af- 
ter turned his own artifice agzmd him ; and under 
jpretence oi treating for his brother *8 liberty, came 
to the rendezvous better attended than Bohemundi 
cut his retinue and convoy in pieces, took and car- 
ried him to a flrong place, where he kept him pri« 
foner, and would not at firfl hearken to any nego- 
tiation of peace. 

Each natron took arms in favour of their prince. 
The infidels, their neighbours^ woiJd not ha^c 
failed making their advantage of a war, fo prejudi- 
cial to the Chrif^ians ; but the patriarch and grand 
mafter, who faw the fatal confequences of this dif- 
ference, interpofed to make it up. Livron would 
not at firft hearken to any propofal, either bccaufe 
governing the kingdom during his brother's capti- 
vity, he did not care to part with the fovereigo au' 
thority, or perhaps, as the event ihewed, becaufe 
he defigned to draw greater advantages from the 
treaty. However it was, he would not confent to 
the exchanging of the two prifoners, but upon con* 
dition that the principality of Antioch (hould for 
the future hold of that of Armenia, and that, as 
the pledge of a (Incere reconciliation between the 
two houfes, the eldeft fon of the prince of Anti- 
och fhould^ before his father was fet at liberty, 
marry Alice, the only daughter of Ru{Mn, and that 
the iflue of that marriage Aould be declared, after 
their father, prcfumptive heirs of the principality 
of Antioch, but without any preteniions to that of 
Armenia, till after the death of Livron himfelf. 
Hard as thefe conditions were, Bohemund, im- 
patient of recovering his liberty, ratified them ail 
tody after a confumnuitioa of the marriage, the 
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two captive princes were releafed. He of Aotipcfl 
remrning into his own territories, to make provifi- 
on for prince Raimood his fecond fon, gave him 
the county of Tripoli ; and after the death of his 
tldt^, in prejudice of the children which that 
young prince had left of his" mairiage with the 
prioccfe of Armenia, he refolvcd likeways to have 
him acknowledged for his iucceilbr in the princi- 
paiitj, which occafioned great dtfputcsi as we {hati 
hereafter ihew. 

In virtue of the truce which was ftill fubfifting 
^^h Safadiae, and the other fucceflars of Saladine ; 
the Chriftians of Paleftine, and the two military 
orckrs, which were all the defence they had, cn- 
3<iyed a Hale reft : both of them owed this tranfienc ' 
^yttto a dreadful fimine which then af- 
filed Egypt. That great kingdom, as ts 1196. 
^e^i known, owes all ijcs fcriiluy to the re- 
gular inundations of the Nile, which, fprcading 
its waters over the fupface of the earth, leaves be- 
hi d it a flime mixed with nirrc, that fattens the 
ground,, and produces plenty in all the pro- 
vinces through which it flows. This inundation ^ 
^ad failed the former year, as we karn fron^ a let- 
ter of tht: grand mafter of the hofpirallers"^ to the 
prior of Englmd, of the fame order. We fee 
there, thar the miferable Egyptians were reduced 
to the extremity of browzing like beafts on grafs, - 
that fathers were not aihamed to fell their children 
for a livelihood-, and that all Egypt was like a large ' 
thamcl houfe, but with this difterence, that the 
dead lay there ex[>ored without bUria], and ferved 
for food to ravenous animals. 

Paleftine, adjoining to Egypt, and fupplied'froni 
thence with nK)ft of its corn, fuffered by tnis gene- 
ral famine ; it is the fubjcft of the gfancj Salter's 
letter to the prior of England. He adds, that the 
Italian war, occafioned by the rebellion of the 
towns of XiOmbardy againft the. emperor, was ano: 
T z ■ ther 
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Aer fcourgc that afflifted the order ; that the grani 
priory of Barktto in the kingdom of Naples and 
♦Sicily, from whence the order and convent uled 
to recwve confiderablc fupplies, particularly incoro, 
furnifhed them almofl nothing, by reafon of the 
wars between the popes and emperors, " We are 
•* forced, adds the grand niafter, to buy every 
*' things at an exorbitant price, as well for the fub- 
** (idence of our knights, as for the troops which 
" arc in the pay of the order, which has obliged 
'* us to contradk confiderabie debts, greater than 
** we can pay, without the fupply we expeft froa 
•* our brethren of the weft/* He concludes with 
exhorting him to folicii the kmg of England to 
fend troops into the eaft, while the Egyptians were 
ftill labouring under the roircrics of that calamitous 
ilate to which they were reduced, Und at Co favour- 
able a juncture as the conclufion of the iruce, 
now juft ready to expire, when they might hope, 
if an army fhould arrive from Europe, to make* 
fecond conqiuft of the Holy Land, and re-cnrer 
glorioufly into Jerufalcm. 

I do not pretend to determine, whether the ex- 
pence the order of St. John was at 4n mainiaining 
conftantly a {landing body of troops, or a ipiritof 
intcrtft, which is but too ordinary in commuoities 
induced the grand mafter to deliver himlclf in this 
language : but certain it is, that James de Vitri» 
then biihop of Acre, and afterwards Cardinal, a 
contemporajy hirtorian, that lived himfelf upon 
the fpot, affirms *, that in his time the hofpitallers 
and templars were as powerful as fove reign princes; 

• Amplie autem poffeffionitus tarn citra mare quam ultra ditan 
. Ant in immcnfum, villa?, civitates, ct oppida exempio fratrum bof- 
pitalii S«n6li Joannis poflidemes, ex quibus certam pecuniae Aimm^'^ 
pro defcnfione Tcrrx Sarj£^jB, fummo eomm magiflro, cujus ftdei 
principalis crat in Jcrufakm, mitium anruatim : pari modo fuwD"' 
et principali raagiPro hofpitalis S.m£li Joannis, procuratores doms- 
rum, quos praceptores nominant, cercam pecon'e, fummajn ling** 
Us anois uraofmittuot. Uc, de Vitriaco hift, |iieri.p. IC91S4. , 
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fhat they poScffcd principalides, ciiies, towns and 
Tillages, both in Afia and i^urope, and that in pro- 
vinces which lay at a diftance from Paleftine* and 
tne head feat of the order, they had their procu* 
raters, knights who were ft Ued prxcepcors, and 
were very diligent in improving their eftaies» the 
revenue of which they rennUted afterwards to the 
trcafury of each order. 

If we may believe Matthew Paris, another con- 
temporary hif^orian, the hofpitallers were at that 
time in pofleiBjon within the bounds of Chriftendom, 
of DO lefs than nineteen thouland manors *, z, 
ftrm which the gloifaries explain differently, with 
regard to the different countries wherei^i they are 
fiwuated ; but, generally fpeaking, by the term, 
miQor or manfe, is meant as much land as a plough 
vrith two oxen can till in a day. And the Hime £n- 
glifli hi Aorian informs us, that at fame time only 
Q/ae thoufand manors belonged to the templars ; 
teacc arofe that fecrct jealoufy between the two or- 
ders, which flamed out afterwards, and put them 
OQ every flight pretence upon taking arms-, and'^ 
making open war upon one another. 

Ihere was at that time in Paledine a gentleman, 
named Robert dc Margat, who, as a vafllil of the 
bo'pittUers, was in quiet pofleffion of a caftie fcat- 
cd near that of Margat, and holding of it. The 
templars* under colour of fome old pretenfions, 
Airprized the place, and made themfelves mailers 
of it by open force. This gentleman, thus driven 
out of his home with all his family, complained to 
the hofpitallers his lords, who, after the lofs of 
Jcrufalcm*, rciidcd, as we have already obferved, 
at Margat.. rhcfc knights^ tranfported with cou- 

• Habent infoper tempUrii in chnflranitate novem millia mane- 
Horum} horpicallt vero novemdeceni, praeter emolumsntaet varios 

provciitus, CK fratern;tatibus et prosJicationibus proveaienlcs, ec pf r 
privilegia fua accrcfccates. Ma't. Pajs ad ann. 1244 in Henry III. 
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rage, and mifled by a falfe nicety of honour, faHy 
Cut iniircdiattly ^hh a body of troops, clap lad- 
ders to the caftle^ fcale the walh f^ord in band, 
carry the place, and drive out the templars in their 
turn. This private a£air foon turned to a genial 
quarrel between rhe two orders, and the holpitallers 
were never met afterwards without being attacked. 
Their friends too intcrefted ihemfelves in thequar- 
Fel, and woi\ of the Latins ,were divided. A civil 
war was kindlii^g inftnfibly in a ftate vtrfacre there 
was no fovereign of authority fufficient to reprefs 
the enterprizcs of two parties io powerful and fo 
t^SL perated. 1 he patriaich and the Latin biihops 
w^re the only per fens thai inter pofed to pur an end 
to difr^niif ns, of N^hich the infidels would not fail 
to make their advantage. Cut of regard to their^ 
the two orders agreed to a fulpenfion of arms, and 
referred, as inoh chriAian princes did at that tiniCi 
the deciHon of their diflirenccs to the pope. 
Caidinal Lothair, of the houfe of the counts oi 
Scgni, fcarce thirty icvcn years of age, 
1198.. had juft fuccfcded pope Celtfline 111. in 
the chair of i^t. Peter. He was a prelate of 
irreproachable life and converfaiion, learned for 
the time he lived in, a great lawyer, but unluckily 
too much pVepcflcfTtd in favour of the falfe decrt- 
tals, which hen.ade the lule of his conduA, though 
all of them fpurious writings, afcribed to the popes 
of the three firft centuries, and forged in the mid- 
dle of the nimh by a notorious falfifier called Ifi- 
dore, who, by publifhing thefe fuppciititnous aflj» 
gave a terrible blow to the ancient difcipline of the 
church, particularly in ih6 point of ecclcfialiical 
jurifdi^lion,. and the rights of bifhops. And though 
thefe falfe decrcials are now a days as much cried 
down as they dcferve to be, and the mod zealous 
partizans of the court of Rome are forced to^ivc 
theni up ; yet all that they do, 'is to difparagc ih^ 
author, without troubling tbemfelves to repair the 

mifcbic* 
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jQifcfaief that he did in fotne aget of ignorance* 
Innocent was very well qualified to remedy this dif- 
order, had he been bat mafter of as nr.uch critical 
karning and penetration, as he had zeal and paffi« 
en for the adminiftration of juilice^ 

It was before this fovercign pontiff that the af- 
fair of the two military orders was brought. The 
hofpitallers on that occaiion deputed to Rotne bro- 
ther d'Ifigni prior of Barletto, and brother Auger 
prxceptor of another houfe in Italy. The tem- 
plars feot thither on their part brother Peter dc 
Mlleplane, and brother Thierry. Innocent having 
ciamined into the pretenfions of both fides, order- 
ed, by a preliminary fentcnce^ before he would pro- 
nouoce upon the meiits of the caule, that the ho- 
f^uallers fhould deliver back to the templars the 
calile they had taken from them ; and that after 
ihe templars bad refided there quietly fqr the fpace 
o/a month, the gentleman wha was the former 
proprietoi' of the caftle fhould have liberty to cite 
them before the judges at Margate,, to produce their 
title, and the evidence o^f their claim ; but that the 
liofpitallerSy to avoid all fufpicioD of partiality in 
their own tnagi(lrates and judges, (hould on this> 
occaiion have recourfe 10 thofe of the principality 
of Antioch, or the county of Tripoli ; that the 
order of St. John (houid make choice of ptrions 
of integrity; that this choice aotwithfiaoding, tlie 
templars fliould be allowed to except againft, and 
challenge any of thefe foreign magii^rates that they 
fufpeftcd ; but withal, if they refufed to fubmit to 
the verdi^ which fhould be afterwards brought in, 
the hofpitallers fhould be impowered to put their 
vaflal again In pofieffion af his cafllje. 

We have a letter of this p6pe to the grand ma- 
fter and the whole order of the hofpitallers, where- 
in he reprefents to them, with much force and pct- 
fuafiveneis, how unfuitable their proceeding and 
thai of the icmplars was to the chara£ber of reli- 
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gious, if, ra3rs Innocent, wc may give the name of 
religious to men, who are for deciding their rights 
by force and methods of violence. He adds, that 
though he knew well enough in the main, what 
party had right and juilice on its fide^ yet he had 
. chofen rather to make up the affair by an amicable 
Gompoficioo, which the deputies of the two orders 
had agreed to in his prefeoce, than to pronouDcea 
rigorous judgmenr, which would have fixed a flur 
upon the party which h:id done the wrong. He 
goes on exhorting them both to maintain unity and 
peace with one another, and at the fame time en- 
joins them, in virtue of their holy obedience, and 
on pain of excommunication, to determine the dif- 
fercncrs that fliould ftart up between them, in the 
manner direftcd by the ruks which pope Alexafl- 
der III. prefcribed them, innocent concludes bis 
Ic »er with threatening fuch as fhould prove refrac- 
tory with all the weight of his indignation. 

6ome foreign judges, according to his dire&ion, 
took cognifance of this affair ; the prctenfions of 
the lemplars were declared groundless ; tha gentle- 
man, who was vaiTil to the hofpitallers, was again, 
put into* poflcdion of his caftle ; peace and quiet- 
ncU were reftoied between the two orders, at Icall 
in a.ipearance, and the pope, fatisfied with ib^'f 
fubnii£ion, wrote afterwards to both, recommend' 
ing to them the intere^ls of the king of Cyprus. 

We have already taken notice, that artcr the 
death of Guy de Lufignan, prinee Amaury his 
brother inherited his crown ; antl that this pri"<c 
having afterWards married Ifabel queen of Jcrula* 
Jem, flic had prevailed with him to fix his rcfidence 
in Palertine, in a ftate furroundcd on all fides by 
-the infidels. But Amaury having advice, ihat rhe 
iflc of Cyprus was fcarce in a quieter condition; 
that the inhabitants befng of the Greek church 
could not brin iheti^relves to obey a Liiin prince, 
and that the citof cror was lati^periag with them un- 
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derhand by his emiflaries, to gain them over to a 
reunion with the Greek empire; this king oi Cy- 
prus wrote to the popr, to lay before hini the nc- 
cefficy he was under of returning immediately into 
his iilandy to fecure his authority there. 

Innocent was afraid, left upon this prince's re- 
treat, the hoipitallers and templars, feeing 
no longer any body above them in dignity, 1198. 
Ihould both pretend to the government of 
the ftate ; to prevent therefore a competition, that 
muft neccflarily have very terrible confequences, he 
conjured the king, in the moft preffing terms, not 
to abandon what was ftill left or the inheritance of 
Jefus Chrift for a prey to the uitidels and barbari- 
ans. But at the fame time, to obviate the diftur* 
bances that might be raiied m the iAe of Cyprus in 
l|is abfcence» the pope wrote 16 the prince of An- 
tioch, to the count of Tripoli his fon, and» to the 
grand mafters of the hofpitallers and templars, re- 
commending to them, to take care of the king*! 
concerns, and, if neceffity fo required, to fend into 
the idand a body of forces, fuificient to maintain 
the royal authority there. •' Amaury, fays the 
'' pontiff in his letters, having been pleafed to leave 
'^ his own dominions, and the delicious abode of 
" the ifle of Cyprus, to dedicate himlelf to the de- 
" fence of the Holy Land, it is but juft, that the 
" chriftian princes, his neighbours, ihould intereft 
" thcmfclves in the piefervation of his crown." 

Hiftory gives us no account of what thefe princes 
did upon this occafion •, nor does it appear, that 
the templars, who were odious to the Cypriots, and 
had been forced to give up the fovereign authority 
|hey had over ' them, fent any iiiccours into the 
iflanJ. l^ut we learn, from the ancient memoirs 
^i the hofpitallers, that the king in concert with 
' the grand mailer, ehofe out of them ibme knights, 
^hom he intruded with the government of that 
kingdom, and who pafied over thither with a body 
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of troops, capable of prevcDting aad crttflbiDg A 
ill defigns of the malecontents. 

There happened fliorily after, a furprizmg revo 
lutioQ in the empire, and at Conftantinoplc, whid 
drew likeways a great number of holpitallen tc 
that capital. For the better under f^acidiog lb ex 
traordinary an events it nnuft be obierTed, that tb 
i|>irit of crufading, notwithftanding fuch a ferics oi 
ill fuccefs as ve have Ricntioned, ftili reigoed k 
Francer By the perfuafion and moviog dffcourte 
of the minif^er of Neuilli, an infinite number oi 
prtoces» k>rd$ and gentlemen, put on the crofs oa< 
dcr the command of the marquefs of MontfcrraJj 
an excellent general, and brother to tlic J^rinccrfj 
the fame name, who made that noble dckoce^ 
gainft Saladine at the fiegc of Tyre, The difficA 
ty Was, how to get this new army of the cnifa* 
Mito the Levant. 

Experience had fhewn, that the way by liol 
through the territories of the Greek and Maho^ 
mctan princes,, was eqaaily difficuh and dirageroa^ 
To avoid this ii^convcnii:nce, the principal lords oi 
the crusade fent deputies to Henry D^rrdab, duke 
or dbgc ok Venice, propofing to him, in coofi de- 
ration of a fum of money to be agreed Ofii a^*! 
paid bef.jre hand, to furnifh (hips tor iranrponiog 
their army to St Jolxn d' Acre. They entered int(^ 
a negotiation upon this iubycA and. agrted At U% 
by a ibiemn treaty, that in coniideration of cfg'itf 
£ve thottfand marlcs or (ilvtr, the repubhck ibouli 
be obliged to traniport four thouland knights or 
cfqutres, and twenty thouiandJootinto Syria, ^'^^ 
their arms, and alt tiie neceflnry proviiicMis and am- 
munition. The Venetians acquitted themfelvesot 
all the conditions of this treaty, and f urniftied tvcti 
a much greater number of vcfleis and fhip* '^'^^ 
they were obliged to, that they might not look ''*^ 
mere pafftngers in this voyage; and to have <bme 
Ihace in the merit of the cruUdc, they fitted out» 
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their own cxpcncc,^fifty galleys, with good land 
rces OD board ; and the ddge, though fourfcorc 
ars o]d, and decayed in his fight, was to mount 
e admiral^ aod make the voyage as one of the 
ufade. 

There inras nothing now that hindered thofe 
rench princes and noblemen from fetting fail but 
ant of money; but it happens frequently, through 
rcidems nat to be forefeeo, that it is not fo eafy to 
Lccnte a treaty as to fign it. A great many of ihe 
'rench« to avoid paying their quota of the contri** 
luilon agreed on, had, inflead of going to Venice, 
rmbarked at Marfeilles and different ports of Italy ; 
b that the princes and noblemen who came at the 
aead of the army to Venice, after felling their piate« 
^o\d chains and rings, could raiie only fifty thpu- 
Wmerks of filver; and for want of the thirty 
^ve thoufand remaining* the treaty was in danger 
of breaking off, and this holy dtfign of mi(carry« 
ing, when the zeal, magnanimity and ability of the 
<^oge provided for all difficulties, and bi'ought oa 
tlie affair again. 
When we fee the condud of this illuftrious doge 
^ iVvc relsuion of Geoffrey de Villehardouin, * it 
^hard to determine which ought mofl to be ad- 
pcd, either his profound fagacity in council, or 
Is wonderful (kill and contrivance in managing the 
|a^pers of men. Attentive always to the Intereft 
bis country, and (iill more to his own glory, he 
|opoied» for the advancement of both» and in 
Wen with the great council of the republick, to 
jfcharge the crufade of the thirty five thoufand 
^vks remaining, upon condition, that after their 
kbarkation, and before they left the European 
i^s, they would, by the way, affift him in reduce- 
^ the town of Zara in Dalmatia, which was part 
the old demefne of the republick, but had fome 
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time before^ out of a turbulent humour, revolted 
to Bela king of Hungary. Part of the gentlemea 
of the cru(ade» and efpeciaily the pope's legatesi 
with fome prieds and monks, put icruples ioio the 
foldiery, as if it was unlawful to employ agaioft 
-Chril^ians the arms which were deigned agaioft 
the infidels. But as it was impoifible to go without 
the Venetian fleet, as the fedition and revolt of the 
inhabitants of Zara was a dangerous precedent, and 
moreover, as the princes of the crufade might be 
ufeful to obtain reafohabie conditions for them, 
the doge's propofal was accepted. '1 hey let fail, 
and after a favourable voyage, landed ifl 
I202. Dalmatia, and invefted Zara. The pi^ 
Nov. lo.did not hold out long againft fo confido^ 
able an army ; the inhabitants opened that 
gates to their old maders ; b^t this diverfion ha- 
ving fpent the feafon proper for their paflage ioro 
Paleftine, they were obliged to winter in Dalmatia.| 

Upon the approach of fpring, the army of thCi 
crufade was preparing to re-imbark, when there ar*| 
rived embafTadors from Alexis Comnenus, whofel 
iifter Irene was •married to Philip duke of Suabi4f 
and emperor eledt of Germany. The Greek prinej 
fent theie deputies to folicit the princes, as they hal 
employed their arms in favour of the VcB£iiaQS|| 
to make the like enterprfze for reftoring his father,! 
the emperor Ifaac Angelus, to the throne of ConJ 
ftantinople, another Alei^is^ brother to that cai'l 
peror, having deprived him of his crown, and keep- 
ing him fliut up in a dungeon ; a new incident thtfj 
requires a fuller explanation, i 

We have obferved in feveral places of this workj 
and it is plain from the original hiilorians, thattki 
ambition and treachery of moft of the Greek prif 
ces had made the throne of VJonftantinople a fcrl 
of the moft bloody tragedies. The emperor Mai 
uel Comnenus^ that perfidious prince, who, in col 
cert with the infidels, procured the dcftruAioo I 
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the emperor Conrad ih€ third's army, dying after 
a reign of confidcrablc length, left the empire to 
his Ton, a young prince haidly thirteen years old, 
contrafttd to Anne or Agnes of France, daughter 
of Louis Vll king of Fr^mcc. But after a reigti 
of three months, if we may give that name to 'he 
government of fo young a prince, who wa« himfelf 
governed by prince Andrpnicus bis uncle or coufin, 
the traitcrous Andronicus caufed him to be ftraa- 
glcd, and feized the empire. 

Ifaac Angelas, of the lame houfe o^ the 
Comneni, but only by the female fide un- IT9J» 
der pretence of revenging the young em 
peror's death, furprizcd the tyrant, got him into 
his power, and after putting him to death, wi' h the 
tnoft cruel tortures, fct up himfelf tor emperor. 
He had reigned already near ten years, when his 
brother Alexis, whom he h^id ranfomed out of 
captivity among the infidels, formed a dangerous 
confpiracy againft him, (eized his pcrfon, and de- 
prived him at once of his fight and crown. Young 
Alcxi?, Ifaac's fan, made hh elcape, and, to lecurc 
himfelf againfl his undf's cruelty, took refuge at 
the court of the emperor Philip ot 6wabia, Philip, 
hufy in oppofing Otho of Saxony, his competitor 
for the empire, was not in a condition to give 
young Alexis any confiderable iuccour : but thcfc 
two princes, hearing with what facility the princes 
of the crufade had reduced Zara for the Venetians, 
flattered themfeivcs, that it was not impoffiblc to 
engage them, in their behalf, to turn their arms a- 
gaiiift the ufurptr. With this view, whilft the 
Chrirtian army Was ftill in Dalmatia, young Alexis 
fent embafladors to implore their aflifl-ance againft 
a tyrant and a traitor, who had dethroned his own 
brother, and kept him loaded with irons, and hur- 
ried as it were in a dungeon* Thcfe motives, of 
fuch a~ nature as could not but move the generofity 
of the princes of the eiufade, were feconded by of- 
fers of confiderable fums ; and young Alexis pro- 
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niifed, after the emperor his father's reftoration, to 
put on the crofs, and join the ChriAiaa army wiih 
ten thoufand men. 

The French and Venetian nohtlity, of 
12C2, which that army was compofedy reflc^ing 
that the laft crufades of Europe had miicar- 
ricd only through the perfidioufncfs of the Greek 
princes, and that To long as they could not be aiTur* 
ed of Conftantinople, and of the flreight which 
joins Europe in a manner with Afia, it would be al- 
moft hnprafticable to tranfport the chiefs of the 
cvufade into Falef^ine, and maintain them therej 
entered into a negotiation with the embafladors. 
Tlic doge, intrufted with the common intereils of 
both nations, managed it with his ufual capacity^ 
and after feveral conferences, came to an agree- 
ment with the minifters of the Greek prince, that 
in cafe the princes of the crufade * reftored the 
emperor Ifaac to his throne, the father and loQ 
fiiould pay the Latins two hundred thouiknd merks 
of fiiver for the charge of the war ; that young 
Alexis fliould join their army in perfon, and march 
with them into the caft ; or elfe, if the intereft of 
the emperor his father detained him at Con{lanti« 
nople, they ihould fend a reinforcement of ten 
thoufand men of their beft troops, with a year's 
pay advanced ; and that in order to fecure the con- 
quefls whicb they hoped to gain either in Egypt or 
raleftine, they fhoulJ always maintain a iiandiog 
body of five hundred horfe there at their expeoce. 
The princes, out of a religious motive, and to en- 
gage the pope, the primum mobile of the crufades, 
to allow of this diverfion, infixed like ways, that 
the embafTadors fhould oblige themfelves, by this 
treaty in their mailer's name, in cafe God blefled 
the arms of the crufade with fuccefs, to exert their 
authority, and ufe all their eadeavours to put ao 

* Nangis ad Ao, 1203. 
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fnd to tht Ichifm, and bring the Greek church un* 
der fubjedtion to that ot Rome, The embafladors 
having no other rcfource, fubfcribed to every thing, 
and returned into Germany, from whence prince 
Alexis fet out immediately, and xame with the ut- 
moft' expedition to Dalmatia, and upon his arrival; 
ratified the treaty made by his cmbafladbrs with 
the princes of the crufade, 

Thefc Latin adventurers, if we may give that 
same to the princes and noblemen that compofed 
^is liidc army, finding their own private intereft as 
veil as tha^ of religion in this treaty, fet fail with a 
favourable wind, and, landing in the territories of 
the Greek emperor, advanced up to the walls of 
Conftantinople. >ix thoufand French, and about 
c'^ghi thoufand Venetians, iii a foreign land, and an 
CMmy's country, without provifions, or any other 
fuccour but their courage and" their arms under- 
took the fiege of- the capital of a great empire, in 
^hich ii i> laid, there were not fewer than two 
hundred thouland men armed for it*? defence. Tnc. 
folditrs of the crufade made (evcral attacks 
both by fca and land; all the leaders did 1:^03. 
^ondrs; and particularly the illuftrious 
doge of Venite, then ab<»ve eighty years of age ; 
^nd though his fight wa^ almoft gone, he put him- 
fell" at the head of his tioopv, whei't, by his ex««m- 
P^e ftill more than by his words, he animated his 
^cn, gave the proper ordcis, and commanded in 
^e action. The Greeks on the other hand lined' 
the waft' with archers and foldiers, who, wiilx 
ftowtjrs of arrows, ftones and fire- works, repulfcd 
^^c befiegers, and there was no appearance that a 
^avidful of Latins could carry a place defended by 
^n inufuetable multitude of people. But the uiur- 
P^r *, ftung with the remorlc of his conlcience, and' 
ftill more uneafy with the fear of being delivered up 

• Alexi* III. 
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by fomc fccret enemies to the lords of the crufade, 
fled away by night in a bark with his family and 
treafures, and his flight made the foldiers and in« 
habitants drop their arms, and open their gates to 
the Latins ; the felf-fame day a tyrant dcferting bis 
own army, and become a fugitive, the lawful prince 
delivered out of prifon and re-e(labIi(hcd'on the 
throne, and the courtiers with the principal citizens 
applauding a fuccefs which the evening before they 
had oppofed with all their forces. The firft care 
of the old emperor was to ma,kc prince Alexis bis 
ion partner with him in the empire. This cere- 
mony was performed on Auguft J. 1203, The 
chiefs of the crufade attended him afterwards into 
moft of the provinces of the empire, where they 
cftabliflied his authority.- But they were ill rccom- 
penfcd for it : Alexis feeing himfelf quiet on the 
throne, put ofF, under various pretences, paying 
the fums he was obliged to by the treaty. His wik* 
were his ruin. The Greeks, afraid of being made 
fubje<St to the church of Rome, hated him, and the 
breach of his word rendered him odious to thofe 
of the crufade. 

A prince of the family of Ducas, called Murzul- 
phle, becaufe of his thick eye brows wliich 
J204. met together, formed a defign to dethrone 
him : he got by bafe compliances, and a 
continued feries ot flattery, the afcendant over his 
jnind : he governed the empire abfolutely, and at 
the fame time that he perfuaded the prince not to 
comply with the demands of the Latins, his emif- 
faries gave out, that the emperor detained them at 
the gates of Conftantinopie, only to force the inha- 
bitants to acknowledge the pope's authority. The 
people hereupon mutiny, run to arms, and cry, that 
Alexis ought to be ^epofed. The emperor Ifaac 
hi^ father, worn out with years, died at that time 
of grief, to fee his mi>fortunes brcrjk out afrefli : 
Alexis in coniulion applies to his benefa<^Ors, and 
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conjures them, to (tnd fomc of their troops into the 
city for his fccuri y* The marquis of Montferrat* 
forgetting his ingratitude, pronukd to come to his 
relief ; and it was agreed, that one of the gates of 
the city (hould^be kept open for him the night fol- 
lowing. The perfidious Murzulphle gives private 
no. ice of it to the mutineers ; this news eitcrcafts 
the uproar ; the whole city take up arms, and re- 
folve to eledt a new emperor. Muizulphle, the (i- 
lent ringleader of the revolt, miftrurting the incon- 
ftancy of the people, to make a trial of the danger, 
cabled a young man of great birth but no intereft 
to be choien emperor. His name was Nicholas 
Canabe. The falfe Muizulphle, feeing a!l the 
people out of averfion to his nephew, running in 
to put the crown upon his idol, fecrctly fecures the 
perlon of that phantom of an emperor, and goes 
at night to the pahice, awakens the prince, and ad- 
vifes him to withdraw from the fury of a mutinous 
populace, that were in queft of him, as he faid, to 
put him to death. The young emperor abandons 
himftlf to bis perfidious adirice, follows him ; and 
Murzulphlc, under pretence of concealing him, car- 
ries him into a lonefome part of the palace, where 
the unhappy prince, as fpon as he entered, was 
feized and put in iroris. The ufurper ftrips himl 
of his bufkins wrought with eagles, and the other 
marks of the imperial dignity, puts ihem on him- 
ftlf, and, attended with- his relations and accom- 
plices, prefcnts himfclf to the people, exhorts fhem 
to break off all correfpondence with the Latins, 
and propofes to make" a war upon them. This dif- 
conrfe, which flanered the animofity of the unruly 
multitude, is received with great applaufe. They 
proclaim him emperor on the i pot « and not to let 
the zeal of the people cool, he gets- himfclf crown» 
©d. Hiftory does not tell us what became of poor 
Canabe, who difappeared at once, and was never 
heard of afterwards. As to the emperor Alexis, 
U 3 vhofe 
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whofc life gave him great uneaiinefs, he twice t^ 
gedicr cauled poifon to be mixed with that prince's 
food ; but the poifon not working quick enough, 
this barbarous wretch, impatient to be rid of him, 
went into the dungeon where he was £hut up, and 
firangled him with his own hands. 

How juft an indignation foevcr the lords of the 
crufade had again young Alexis, yet they lamented 
his i]inhappy fate, and refolved to revenge his death. 
War was proclaimed againft the tyrant, who made 
preparations to carry it on, and put the inhabitants 
in arms. The troops of the crufade laid fiegc to 
the place a fecond time ; they broughr the fame 
courage to the enterprire; and, without amufing 
themfelvcs with the ordinary forms of war, they 
attempted a fcalado; and afrer a combat, which 
lafted almoft the whole day, they feizcd upon fomc 
towers, where ihey fortified thcnifelves during the 
nigiit. They were refolved to carry oh the attack 
at break of d^^y, but were agreeably furprized by 
fome of the inhabitants, who informed them that 
the ufurper was fled. In the morning they renew- 
ed their attack, when the weak refif^ance they met 
with, and the terrible diforder and confufion the 
, ^ity.was in, made them foon fenfible that the fur- 
prizing news was true. The French and Venetians 
enter Conftantinoplc fword in hand, break into the 
palace and hou fes of the principal nobility, and 
commit all thofc diforders, which are the ordinary 
cffvfts of the fury and grecdinefs of the foldiery. 

The nex^ bufinets was to elcdt an emperor. The 
chiefs of the crufade referred the choice to twelve 
^leiSlors, fix of them French, and fix Venetians; 
and it was agreed, that whatever nation the empe- 
ror was of, the pauiarch fhould be taken oiit of the 
other If the doge had been a competitor for the 
empiie, it is certain he would have had the bcft ia« 
tereli. But that wife prince, eonfidering that the 
imperial dignity in a Venetian would be the ruin 
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ftf a rcpublick government, renounced it both for 
himfdf and his nation ; fo ihat there wa^ nuibing 
more to do, but to make a good choice among the 
French, and other nations that com poled the army. 
AiO/1 of the votes itemed determined in Ki\our of 
the marquefs of Montferrat; and indeed if looked 
as if they could not without injuftice rcfule that 
dignity to a prince, whom they had cholen ahcadjf 
out of fo many others, to be thtir own general, 
and who, by his valour and condufV, had made 
them maf^ers of Conflantinople. But the politicic 
^oge, dreading his great quaUcits, and atraid of iee* 
iog the empire united to the dominion'- which (hai 
prince was already pofleflcd of in Italy, determined 
moft of the electors in favour of Baldwin count of 
YUnders, from whom there was no fuch danger to 
be apprehended. That prince was ci owned with 
^rear folcmnity in the. church of St. Sophia. Tho- 
mis Morofini was chofen patriarch of Conftanti- 
noplc; and the marquels of Montferrat had afrcr- 
wards for his ftiare the kingdom of Thtflak)nic.i^ 
and the Venetians moft of the iflinds of the Ar- 
fliipelago. 

Baldwin could not be ignorant of the avcrfion 
^hich his new fubjt£ts had to the government of a 
prince fubjcdt to the church of Rome. To re- 
move this prejudice, and bring them to an unifor* 
niiiy of belief, lo neccflary to the tranquillity of ft 
ftate, he procured from Pope Innocent * fomt cler- 
gy and monks, remarkable toi their learning and 
viitue, who ufed their endeavours to put an end to 
the fchifm, and unite the two churches. He in- 
vited at the fame time the hoipitallers of St. John ^ 
into his dominions, gave thtm confiderable c Rates 
in the provinces which held of the empire, and rc- 
ftored them the poflcfSon of the two houfes which 
they had in Conftautmople, till the ufurper An- 

5 Sec the epifties of Janocent III, Books 13. 14. 15. and 16. 
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dronicws drove rhcm thence, Geoffrey de Villc 
hardouin, marfhal of Champagne and Romania 
tells us in his hiftoiy, that Matthieu de Montmo 
rcncy, one of the chief leaders of the crufade, dy 
ing in this famous expedition, was buried at Con 
ftantinople in the church of St. John of the hoi 
pital of Jerufalcm f. 

There was not a chriftian prince i^ithin euhe 
Afia or Europe, but would have fomc hofpi taller 
in his dominions, Magnihcent hofpitals am 
churches were at that time built for them at Flo 
rence, Pifa and Verona. Beiides thefe foundation 
for the knights, the hofpital nuns of the fame or 
der had fomc confiderable houfes in thofe three ci* 
ties, in which thefe pious fifters made piety, chiri 
ty, and allchriliiin vi.ruesfl^iudl'h. W"c muft no 
omit to mention here the' blcfled fifter Ubaldin^ 
whofe memory is held in fingular veneration atFi- 
fd, and over all the order. This holy nun w^iJ 
born about the middle ot the twelfth century, a' 
the caflle of Calcinaya, in the county of l^ifa. A 
foon as Ihe was ot age to chufe for heiTelf, (^ 
took the habit, and profeflcd herfelf in . the fcouf 
6t St. John de Pifo. Nature formed Her geherou 
ind beneticenr ; grace rendered her chantablc : ihi 
was the moih^T of the poor ; the (ick met with i 
relief always at hand in her affiduous care ; thjfr< 
ttras no kind of mifery but (hs brought a renied] 
for it, or i»avc confolation u.idcr it : and when hei 
duties allowed her fome momcmn to herfelf, ih 
fpent them before the crofs, and in a continual me- 
ditation upon the death and paffion of our divint 
Saviour. 

•f- Lors k>r avint unc mu!t grant mcfavanftn-e en Toft ^uc W.h'ai 
de Montmorency qaj ere un di:s meiiioie chevalier de) loyaume Ji 
Fraacp, et dcs plos prtfiez ct de? plu- atnez fu mors, ei ec ti5 ^"-ant 
diels et grant domagcs, un dcf grj;gtiors qui auint m Toff, d'ua fcul 
home, ct ffi enterrez en une y^ ifc de Monleignor St« Jchaa <i< 
Vkdpktl de Jeruldleio, VUle-kirdouift, p. 80, 
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That fhe might be worthy to partake of the bene* 
fits of that great myftery, flie crucified her body 
with furpritiog auftierities. From the time of heir 
profcffion ftie never kft off her hair-cloth, a board 
fcrved for her bed, her faftings were continual, her 
food bread and water, with a few roots : fhe was 
particularly io^uftrious in her penances ; fhe fought 
eagerly after all occaHons of pra£^ifing fomc fecret 
mortification ; had fhe a taffe, a bias, a natural 
inclination or averfion for any thing, as foon as 
file pereeiyed ir, all was facrificcd ; flie was, as wc 
niay fay, a continual martyr ;• and if her fex and 
profcfSon did not allow her to bear a fhare with 
the knights her brethren in the torments to which 
they were expofed, when they fell into the hand* 
of the infidels, it may be faid, that by the pioua 
cruelties wherewith fhe mortified her body, fhfc 
^as their companion in fufferings, and the- cro^'' 
^hich fhe wore outwardly, was not fo much an 
ornament as a mark and chara^ler of that which 
fce had fo deeply engraved in her heart* Having 
lived in a continual exercife of thcfe vir- 
^Qcs, the blefTed Ubaldina died about A. D. 1206. 
1206. The authors of her life mention 
federal miracles wLich it pleafcd God to werk by 
her intercefEon ; but the firft and greatef^ of all 
*^as a lively faich, f n unbounded charity, a fpirit of 
fortification, and that combination of virtues of 
J^hich, for the honour of the order of St. John, 
« may be faid, there were at that time very emi- 
nent examples. 

^^e have feen above, that the grand mafter, at 
^he rcquefl of Amaury dc^Lufignan, king of Cy- 
P'*us, and at the pope's recommendatioH, had fent 
*body of knights into that ifland, to keep the fubr 
j'6ts thereof in the obedience they owed their fove- 
J'.^^gn, That prince, king of Cyprus, and king 
^•kevvays of Jerufalem in right of Queen Ifabel his 
wc, died this year without any ifl'ue by her ; and 
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the queen outliving him but a few days, the two 
crowns, tvhich by thir marriage had' been' unit 
td upon their bead.<, were divided again by thcii 
death 

Mary, the eldeft daughter of queen Ifabel, and 
Gonrad of Mont^errat, prince of Tyre, her fccond 
hulband, was acknowledged heircfs of the crowQ 
of Jerufalem i and Htigh dc Lufignan, fon to A- 
itoaury, by hisfirftwife, fucceeded the king Us father 
ife rbc crown of Cyprus. I'his young prince married 
the princefs Alice, half iifler to Mary, by the mother's 
^de^afid daughterof Ifabel and Henry count of Cham- 
pagne her inircf hufband. The Chriftians of Pa- 
lefline, finding themlelves deftitute of a fovereign, 
who was as nec( iTiry.to keep the great lords of the 
kingdom in their dmy, as he was to oppofc the 
arms ef thfe infidcU, fent the bifhop of Acre, and 
Aimar^ lord of CsefaTca in right ot his wiii, m 
Aeir deputies to king Philip Auguftus, to cit5»e 
- him to i^commend a hufband to them, tor the 
young queen of Jerufalem, that would be capable 
of defending her dominions. 

The k'ing" named them Johnde Briennc.' a young 
nobleman full of valour, wife, capable of govern 
iog a ft.ite, and of commanding an army, mchaonc 
itideed as the prefSng occa§ons of the Holy l.and, 
and a tattering throne required; The young 
count, not confidering the valt number of encmiej 
wherewith that little krn^dom wa« encompaffeJ, 
liiifFf red himiclf to be d.tzaled with the empty title 
of king, and the circumllancc of owing it entirely 
to his own n erit- and reputation. He received «hc 
king's propofal with all due acknowledgennents, 
and having taken fiich nFvcafures as he thought nc- 
ceffary with the ambifladors of Palcftine, he fent 
them away before him, charging them to afl'urc 
the queen and grandees of the kingdom, that he 
would cQme to Acre with a formidable army, and 
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in a condition, after the truce was expired, to be- 
gin the war again with fuccels. 

The eoibafladors^ returning into the eaft, gave 
out, that the count de Brienne would arrive ioimo- 
diately at the head of a powerful crufade, compof- 
ed of the mod warlike nations of Europe, an4 
commanded mod of them by their own idvereigny. 
They even named the princes who had piit on the 
crofs, the number of their troops, and the fleetB 
they were to put to fea. The noife of this armv 
nient, which they were noagnifying continually, as 
it commonly happens in fpe^kiog of thing«» at adrf- 
tance, and fuch as flatter our hopes, raifed the 
courage of the Chriflians, and alarmed the iofidek. 
Safadine propoiied to the council of regency to pro- 
long the truce, offering in that cafe to redorethcm 
ten fuch towns or caftles as lay mod for the convcr 
iiience of the Chriftians, 

The grand mafter of the hofpitallers, who, by 
the knowledge he had of the affairs of Europe^ 
did not fee that any fuch mighty fuccours could be 
^<:ot, as the embafladors gave them hopes of, "was 
0^ opinion, that they fhould make their advantage 
of the fear of the infidels, and accept the trocc 
they had propofcd. The mafter of the Teutonicic 
<>rdcr, and moft of the lords and barons of the 
country were of the fame fentiments; but the grand 
mafter of the templars and the prelates ofx- 
pofcd it, though, lays Sanut *, the advice of 
the grand mafter of the hofpitallers was 
certainly heft. The very propcifing of it indeed by 
tl^e hofpitallers was a fufficient reaioo to make the 
templars contradiA it. This grand mafter of the 
hofpitallers died about A. D* 1206. The hiftori- 

* Magtftri ^uoqiie hoifitalis et AUmanttoran jcasAique haronet 
^B« pnnongarc villcnt ; mtgifter tamcn templi, ac prclali, licet 
*»«f uiiiiw, miocme aflcnferunt. Mn* Sanut. c. 3. p. xo6. 
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*ns of that time do not acquaint us with his extrac- 
tion ; but there is in Touraine a very ancient' and 
noble family of the name of Rat, from which, in 
nil probability, this grand mafler was defcended. 
The order chofe in his place bro- 
GuFRiK DB ther Guerin deMontaigu, a French 
MoNTAiGU. man by nation, and of the lan- 
guage of Auvergne, who, id m 
fliort time after his- election, did confiderable fer- 
ttice to the Greek Ghridians of Armenia Minor. 

Pope Innocent III. writing to the bilhops of 
France, reprcfcnts to them, in one of his letters, 
the miferable ilate of the Latin Chriftians of the 
eaft, according to the advices he had received from 
thofe parts. The fovereign pontiff adds *, that, to 
make the misfortune dill greater, Raimond count 
of Tripoli, fccond fon to Bohemund III. prince of 
Antiochp and Leo king of Armenia, contcfted for 
the fticctffion of that principality, even before ihc 
fovereign's death; that the inhabitants of Aniiocb, 
fopponed by the templars, had declared ihemfclvcs 
for the count, and the hofpitallers had taken the 
king's part ; that the infidels too had engaged in 
the quarrel to make their advantage of it ; that the 
fultan of Aleppo was raiGog forces in favour of the 
count of Tripoli ; that Dennequin, another Tur- 
kish prince, was leading a confiderable fuccour to 
the king of Armenia ; and, what is more deplor- 
able, continues the pontiff, Safadine, fultan of £- 
gypt and Damafcus, the mightitft of all die infi- 
dels, has levied numerous armies, without declar- 
ing as yet in favour of any party, and, 4n all ap> 
pearance, with a view to make his advantage of all 
events, and to raife his empire on the ruio of 
both. 

We have obfervcd already, that of the marriage 

* £p. 271. vide Ep. 370. ejufdeffl. qu« extat «pad. Rog. Hot* 
ffl. 454. tdlt. Lond. aa. Z598. 
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contrr.iled between young Bohemund, eldeft Ton of 
the prince of Aniioch, and Alice, daughter to 
Rupin of the mountain, there was iflue a ion, nam- 
ed alfo Rupin, who, after the death of young Bo- 
hemund his father, purfuant to the treaty of peace 
made with Leo king ot Armenia, his great uncle, 
had been declared by old Bohemund his grandfa- 
ther prefumptive heir of his dominions* But Rai- 
mond count of Tripoli, fecond fon to old Bohe- 
mund, pretended, that iuch declaration ought not 
to take place, and that the tight of fucceffion, im- 
mediately after the prince his father's death be- 
longed to him, and not to hi^ nephew f thefe wci*e 
the prttenfions of the two contending parties. 

Theking. of Armenia, though brought up in 
the fchifm, feeing his domintonsi furroundod by 
thofeofthc Latin princes, pretended to reconcile 
himfelf to the catholick church. He had wrote fe« 
vcral times to the pope, to declare, that he ac- 
knowledged his authority, ^nd had likcways oblig- 
ed his p itriarch, whom the Armenians call the Ca* 
tholick, to take the like (lep. But to fpeak the 
truths this union was only temporary, and the pre- 
tended fubmiffion of the Armenians laired no lon- 
ger than they had need of theprotcAion of the ho- 
ly fee. 

Livron renewed his proteftations at this junfture, 
and.at the fame time made prefling inftanccs to In- 
nocent, intreaiing him to require the templars to 
ma>ke no more oppodiion to the rights of his ne- 
phew, but tocon^ortti ihcmfcWes to the conduftof 
the hofpitallers, who, laid he, after being convil^- 
ced of thejuftice of young Rupin s c'ainij had de- 
clared in his favour. This prince, in another let- 
ter, deilres the pope to inrcrpofe his authority, that 
this great aftair might be determined in an amicable 
manner, and begs, that he would be pleafed, to 
take upon himfelf the nomination ot impartial 
judges; aijaongft which, he particularly rccoin- 
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mends to him the grand mafter of nbe bc^pital^ 
lers. 

Whilft this difference was in agitation at the 

court of Rome, Soltman de Rovcniden 
1209. {ultan of Icontuoiy of th£ race of the Sel- 

geucidian FurcomaDs, cfitcfcd Armenia, 
at the inftance of the count of Tripoli, and dcftroy- 
ed all before him with fire and fw.Ofd« Leo gave 
immediate ad rice of it to the pope ; and that pan- 
tiff, at his requefti engaged the hofpiullers to uft* 
dertaice the defence of his dominions. The grand 
snaHer deMontaigu drew a drong body into the 
field and joined him ; upon which they marched a* 
gainil the fultan, and after fcvera] engagemcDtf, 
and a bloody and obflinate battle^ the Turcoman 
prince was defeated, his army cut in pieces, aod 
thofe that efcapcd from the fword of the cofl- 
querorSy had great. difficuhy to get back into fii* 
thynia, whh the fultan who commanded them. 

The Armenian prince, either out of gratitude, 
or to engage the hofpitallers (lili more clofeiy in his 
tnterefts, grajated them in properry the town of 
Saleph) with the fbrtreffes of ChateauiKuf aod 
*Camard. He fent the deed of this grant to Pope 
Innocent III. who confirmed it by his bull, bearing 
date in the thirteenth year of his pontificate. TUe 
Sovereign pontiff prevailed after-Aards with the 
count of Tripoli, to agree to a truce with the king 
of Armenia, and ordered the two legates that he 
kept in the eaft, to force the refraftory fide to it bf 
all fpiritual methods, and to make ufe likeways of 
the afiiflance and arms of the hofpitallers, to maio- 
tain peace in that part of Chriftendom, Piincc 
Rupin, nephew to Livron, two years after made 
the like application to Pope Honorius III. to ob- 
tain the afliftance of the hofpitallers, as may be 
feen in the brief of that pope. This was not the 
firil time tbat the popes had made ufc of the arms 
mi the hofpitallers in the caft, agaioft princes tbnc 
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Sd net think themiclvet bound by the thunders 
qf the Vatccan. 

Thofe pontiff:^ employed them no lefs fcrvxceably 
at the fame time agaioft the Moors ^nd Saracens of 
Spain, and Mahomet Enacer Miramoulin, king of 
Morocco, having entered Cadile, at the head of a 
formidable army, brother Guttitre d*Ermcgilde, 
prior of the ho/'pitallers of Gaftile, upon the or- 
ders he received from Rome and from the grand- 
mafter, came to offer his fervice to King Alphon-' 
fos VIIL at the head of a large number of knights, 
and of the vaiTals of the order. 

Roderic, archbifhop of Toledo,, fpcaking of thefe 
knights in his hiilory : the military brothers the 
hofpitaliers, fays that prelate *, inflamed with zeal, 
took up arms in this couutry, to maintain our ho* 
ly religion, and drive the infidels out of Spain. 

A famous French hofpitaller, called brother- 
Ckierin, minifter of State to Philip Auguftus, and 
genera) of his army, rendered at the fame time fer- 
viccs every way as important to the church, and to^ 
his country, ,Hc was brought up in this kingdom, 
in a dangerous' here fy, which, under pretence of a 
higher (piritual perfection, undermined the foun- 
dations of religion.- A clergyman of the dioccfs of 
Cixartres». named Amaury^ a fubtle logician, was - 
the author of it. At leaft Higord, a contempora. 
ry hiftorian, affirms, that the difciptes of this doc- 
tor maintained publickly, that as the laws of the 
old tefta mew, given, as they faid, -by the eternal- 
father, had been aboliihed by the gofpel and the 
new law of Jeftis Chrift, fo this was to be fupprcfled 
iB its turn^by the law of charity, which was the 
work of the Holy Qhoft ; that under this law of 

• Fratref eriam miH»iat hofpifalis/ qui fri'^rnitatis cantati irfif. 
tentci devote, lelo fidd, ct Terrac Sar^ac neccffitate accenfi, dcfen^ 
fiDjiia gUdium anamprerunt, HI fub uno priore Gutcnio ErmegiU^' 
di, &c. Rodent. Toletajius, t. 1. 1, 8. c. 3. f.- 130. dc r«bus Hi^^ 
jp^oicli.' 
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pure k)vc, the ufe of the facraments was as inine- 
ceflary as that of the legal ccremoBies of the old 
law. He added, that paradife and hell had no ex- 
igence but in the imagination of men ; that the 
pleafure of doing good works was the tiue paradife, 
and that fin and ignorance tnade all our hell He 
required nothing of his followers, for the whole 
prafticc of religion, but only the love of God, the 
flame of which, he faid, was capaUe of purifjing 
even adultery kfelf. 

Thefe errors, being fpread abroad by men of 
parts and eloquence, perverted great numbers of 
perfons, and particularly many women, who stc 
always fond of novelty. Brother Guerin * of ih^ 
order of the hofpitallers of St. John of Jerufalem, 
who, in the reigns of Philip Auguftus and Louis 
VIII. his fon, had a great fhare in the govern- 
nient, employed his pains and authority to dopihe 
progrefs of this new fcft. He was one of the moft 
learned men of his age, and at the fame time the 
greaieft officer of his nation ; and' « was not cafy 
to determine, whether, in the manairemcnt of the 
fbate, his valour, or his piety and wifdom had the 
afcendant. Daring a vacancy of the dignitj^ of 
chancellor, the king had appointed him to do the 
fundions of it. The chancery being vacant, fays 

• HiHlt ccRfors avicz ou bon vc'qus Garin, 
P .r D.eu et par fon fens euftes moulc d*aaiisr 
Proudom fu, ct i'Ajax f^achie certainineat, 
Bten Ic fccut votre peres qui Tama duretnent. 
Moult fu de haut confeil et de tons blent fu plaini. 
F.c ere bien entechies de loyal caer certains, 
Pals le tens Charlemainc, qaifu uii ArceTcfqQcs^ 
Qu'ca apela, Turpin, ne fu H bon Ev^cfqbea 
Voluniicis cfiaijoit Tonorde faintc Eglife, 
S.rc, et les vo^ droit s'gardoit il fans faintifc, 
M( ult r ama li bons Rx^is qui Felipcs ct noa 
£t aprcf voJre peces qui Dex face paulon, 
Et la bon Roine Tamoit et tenoit chier, 
Qij'cn voire cort n' avoit nul meillor ConfcIUcr. 
'Jii.ivl/lr, />. 165. h tie Sumn of Rvhcit el< SAU.sc.tawt. 

the 
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^iehiftorian of that time *, this wife mmif^er took 
care to have the principal leader^ of thefe fanaticks 
punifhed ; there were feveral that acknowledged 
their errors, and the moft obftinate went to joia 
thecnfelves to the Albig^nfeS} a fort of Manichees, 
who admitted two priliciples, a good and an evil 
one, to which they a'cribcd all the alliens of men. 
They were called Albigenfes, from the town of Al- 
bi in Langucdoc, moft of the inhabitants. of which 
were infelted with this hercfy. The pope, to extir- 
pite them the fhoi'tcft way, caufed a new crufadc 
10 be pceached up againil theni> annexing the fame 
indulgeivies to it as were granted for the war of the- 
Ho^ Land» requiring from fuch as engageil in it 
Oaly forty days fervice. 

This eafy way of getiing indulgences^ drew an in* 
iinite number ot the cruiade into Languedoc, and 
deprived the Cbriilians of the Holy Land of their 
fuccour ; which was the caufe why John de Bricnne, 
at his iettiog out for Jerufalem> could not poffiblj , 
get together above three hundred knights, inftead 
o£ thole mighty armies, that wcrejo in«urf hmi an 
eafy entrance into Paleftinc. They were ftrangely iur-^ ^ 
prized to fechinilatKl at the port of Acre, with fo 
imali a company, Sufficient indeed for the retinue 
0^ a king, but contemptiblp in regard to the hopes 
that had been vgiven them, and to the necefllties of 
tbeftatc. 

Nevcrthclefe that lord, after marryiagthe young 
^ueen, took the field, to fignalize his acceffion t(# 
the crown by fome action worthy of his courage. 
He ravaged at firft all the frontiers of the enemy, 
and look fome caftles of fmall confequencc, but 
feveral bodies of Sarazcns advancing to beiet him, 
^ was obliged to retire } and thought it advantage 

* UipxtHis de O^ftis Pmtippi Aa^uftl Fraa:. Regb. p. 208. ani* 
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enough, to have made bis cfcape from fuch mighty 
en.'iiivS. 

He wr te immediately to the pope, to give him 
an account in what condition he found the Holy 
Land i and added, that what they called the king- 
dom oi Jeruialem, confifled only in two or three 
places, which they could maintain no longer than 
the ivil wars laftcd beiv^een the brother and foos 
of baladine, and that unlcfi a new crufade was fcnt 
inro Paleitine, he fhi uld foon be a king without t 
kingdom or lubj.dls. 

Innocent wis lenfibly afFcfted with this fad news. 
That pontiff, like moft ot his predecefibrs, befides 
the zeal which made him intent upon the recovery 
of the Holy Land, intercfted himiclf particularly ia 
thcfc wars, whereof the popes were regarded as the 
heads, and wherein their legates pretended to com- 
mand with an authority Superior to the : generals, 
and even the princes that engaged in thefe piousex' 
peoitioos; a new JoJrt of fovercignty, unknown in 
former ages, which, under pretence of oppoiing 
the invafions of infidels, fubjefted vaft armies of 
Chriftians to the pope's orders, and in many in- 
ftances when lovcreigns were at the head of thcm.l 

The pope, full of thefe great views, and dcfign- 
ing to fuccour the new king of Jcrufalem, was 
thoroughly perfuaded, that nothing but a new cru- 
fade c<'Uld bring thofe numerous armies into the 
field, that were the terror of the barbarians. To 
raife therefore troops in moft of the dominions io 
Chriftendom, he refolved, after the example of 
UrbanlL the fiift author of the crufades, to call a 
general council : and beGdes the bulls for that pur- 
pole, he caufcd public notice to be given of it by a 
great number of ecclefiafticks and religious, who 
ijpread ihcmfelves over all Europe, and in ihcir fcr- 
Jnons, cried up the merit of fuch voyages, and ex- 
aggerated perhaps a little too much the general in- 
dulgenccs which were anaexed to them. But the 

execution 
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eicecmioQ of this pious defign, was fufpend- 
ed by a formidable alliance made againft i2io. 
France, in which a great number of the fo- 
vcreigns of Chriftendom were cagaged. Thefc 
princes made preparatrons of war on all iides, and 
when troops were every where in motion, the pope 
faw It was by no means proper to require any bi- 
ihops to take a journey ; and- the rather^ becaufe 
when ihey fhould be met together, they could not 
propofc at fuch a time to draw any fuccour from 
France and Germany, the fureft rcfources of all 
the crufades. 

Otho JV. emperor of Germany, was at the heai 
of this league againft France ) and' among his allies 
were John king of England, the Counts of Flan- 
ders, Holland, Boulogne and Salifbury, natural 
brother to the King of England, Henry duke of 
Brabant, Frederic duke of Lorrain, Thibault count 
of LufXemburgh, and Philip d© Courtenay, Mar- 
quis of Namur, foh of Pcfer de Courtenay count 
ot Auxerre. It may perhaps be furprifing to fee, 
among the enemies of France, the duke -of Brabant, 
who was the king's fon-in-law, the Count of Bar 
his fubj<^a, whofe fon too was in the French fer- 
vicc> Ferrand de Portugal a vaffal of the crown, to 
whom the king had given the heirefs of Flanders in 
marriage, and the marquefs of Namur; a prince of 
the royal blood ; nor could thefe princes be well 
excufed from the crime of deft£lion and rebellion, 
if it WAS not known that fome of them held their 
principal territories under the empire \ that they 
were feodataries of it, and that, if (hey had not 
joined the emperor's army, that prince, who had 
invaded the Low Countries w.th an army of an 
hundred thoufand men, would have begun with 
Gripping them of their great fiefs. Hence it is, that 
the Count of Bar, though a vaiTal of the crown, to 
pre^rve the county of Luxemburgh, wa,s obliged, 
contrary to his inclinatioDi to furniih his quota of 

troops 
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troops to the emperori «and lead them in perfon to 
the imperial camp. 

The principal chiefs of this alliance were fo per- 
fuaded, that the king could not refift tbem, that 
they had beforehand divided his dominions amoogil 
them, and difmembered the fineiV provinces of this 
great kingdom from |he body of the monarchy. 

The emperor indeed had re&rved the fovereignty 
in chief, and the fupreme dcmefne of the crowato 
himftlf; but the King of England claimed for his 
fhare all the provinces .about the Loire ; Reoaodde 
pamarcin count of Boulogne, a fee ret enemy to the 
king, and the warmed promoter of the league, bad 
fct his heart on the* Vermandois and th« oeighfoour- 
ing provinces, which lay convenient for him, aod 
the Count of Flanders was promifed Paris^ the iflc 
of France, <and that part of Ficardy which adjoins 
to Paris. 

This was^ as we may fay, to fell the bear's &ia 
before he was killed ; thefe princes had to da with 
an enemy not eafy to be beaten. Philip II. king of 
France, (6 jiiftiy ftiled AuguAus by poftc- 
12 14. rity, without being daunted at the number 
and force of h« enemies, advanced towards 
Pcronne, at thts head of forty thouiaxvd men, woft 
of them well difciplined troops, beiidcs thirty five 
thoufand militia, drawn oat of the neighbouring 
provinces, which formed a large body of infantry. 
Moft of the princes and barons of the kingdom at- 
fcnded the king ; the gentry w«re fummoned, all 
the gentlemen Sew to the fuccour of their country, 
and iro other knights were as yet known, but (iich 
as had acquired that glorious tiik by their valour, 
and had diflinguiihed thcmrekes by uncomaioo 
1)ravcry in the field. ^ 

The king of France, at the head of this braw 
gentry, thought himfclf invincible ; and though he 
had little more than lixty thoufand men in hjs army, 
be refolvcd to carry the war into the eaemy^s coua- 
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try ; He left Peronne the twenty-third of July, fclf 
into Flanders', and encamped near Tournay. The 
emperor on the other hand advanced as far as 
Mortagnc, which is but three leagues diftant from 
it, and intrenched Ijimfclf there, l^efides above twa 
hundred thoufand men that he had in his army, he 
was polled too advantageouily to be forced in his 
carnp. 

The king, to draw hitnout of hisintrcnchmcnts, 
made a motion towards Hainault. The emperor 
taking this march for a flight » and fearing that in 
his retreat he fhould ravage the province of one of 
his allies^ marched ih^ fame way, and arrived in 
the plain of Bouvincs, on Sunday July 27. The* 
king was come thither only fome hours before him;, 
and, as he thought of nothing but penetrating in- 
to Hainauh, his vanguard had already paflcd a 
bridge that he had laid over the Marque, when ha 
was advertifcd by hb fcouts, that the allies were ad- 
vancing in order of battle, i. e» with ftandards dif- 
played, their horfes bardcd, and the ferjeants, a 
fort of dragoons attached to the fcrvice of the men 
of arms, ordered to difmount, and marching a foot: 
before them. The king immediately difpatched the. 
hofpitaller Guerin, who afted as marfhal debattaile,. 
to take a view of the enemy. The long expcriepce 
he had acquired in the wars of the eail, and the 
laurels he had gathered in a ferics of engagements 
with the infidels, made him fill that honourable- 
pofl, without the lead jealoufy or envy from the- 
greateft lords of the kingdom. 

Hiftory has not tranfmitted to us either his fur- 
name, or that of his family. It is certain, that ar 
he was an hofpitaller of St. John, he muft have 
been of noble extraftion : this is all we can fay on 
that head. His piety and learning had occaiioncd 
his being elefted bilhop of Senlis ; but he was not 
yet conlecrated, and we are eoing to ke on this oc* 
cafioa new proofs of bis capacity in the art of war. 

^ioord. 
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Rigord» a contemporary hiftorian, who was in tbc 
kin^f s retiDUCi; fpeaking of rhis kDigbt» •* He was^ 
** iays he, a very brave officer, of admirable con* 
•* duft^ of a (leady judgement, and fo great pcne* 
** tration, that he faw into all events that could 
•* happen." Le Breton, another contemporary hifto« 
rian, adds, '* That he had the entire affbftioo &nd 
*' confidence of the king his mafler^ and was the 
" firft per fbn in the kingdom after him-" Yet, fays 
Rigord, '* though this iUuftrious knight (hone with 
** all the luftrc that royal favour could give him, 
** he nev( T would, .in the height of hi» authority, 
•* quit the h^bit 6f hir order, which he wore al- 
•* ways under his armour." Such was this famouf 
hofpitaller, who did fo much honour to his natioo 
»nd his order. The king^ who depended* cntif^flf 
on him for the cond.ud of the army, having order- 
ed him, as we have juft faid^, to go and riew.thee* 
nemy, he took Adam vifcount de MeJun, one o( 
the bravefV noblemen in the kingdom, along with 
him ; and, putting himfelf at the head of a body of 
horfe, he advanced ta a rifing groundi^ from whence 
be di (covered the march and difpo(ition of the ar- 
my of the allies, and leaving the vifcount in that 
poft, with orders ta amufe the enemy without cd- 
gaging, he returned in all hade to the king, and 
told him, that he was mucb miftaken, if he was 
not going to be attacked by the emperor ». 

Philip immediately calted a council of wiir. It 
was there debated, whether the troops fhouU coo- 
tinue to pafs the river, or whether the vanguard 
that had croiB^d ir, fhoold not bs ordered to march 
back again^ and give battle to the enemy. MoUof 
the general officers' were of opinixgn, that they 
fhould avoid an engagement that day, becaofe it 
was an old cuftom of the natioo, never to fight an 
a Sunday; they faid, the French had always made 
a fcruplc of fhedding blood on that holy day; be* 
fides, the foldicrs.wei:e fatigued with a iongmarch* 
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moi the allies being fo much fuperbr~ in troops, it 
was proper to wait the coming up of the geatiy, 
who were on their march to join the army; and 
therefore they ought to make all the troops pafs to 
the other fide ; that the river would ferve for a 
barrier, and the enemy would not hasard pafEngk 
so fight of fo ftroDg an army as the king's. 

'I hehofpitallcr Guerin, who, from his long ex- 
perience in the art of war> judged thiM they could 
hardly avoid an engagement, told them, that they 
debated about a matter wl^ich was not in their pow- 
er; chat the enemy was too near, and, iftheycon- 
lioued paffing the whole army over the river, thoy 
would cxpofe their rear and bi^idermoA troops to be 
icut in pieees. Ncverthdefs* as he was almoft the 
only perfon of this opinion, and the emperors troops 
Itad at that very moment made amotion, as if the/ 
would march towards Tournay, it was refolved, by 
a majority of voices to pafs over the river ; but the 
emperor's army wheeling about, and falling at once 
upon the body commanded by the Viicount de Me* 
lun, fully juftified the foundnefsof Guerin's judges 
ment. The king faw plainly, there was no avoid- 
ing an engagement; (b the van was immediately. 
ordered to rtpals the rsver, and the knight, who 
.afled as marftral de bataille, drew up the foixes in 
order of battle, affigning every troop their proper 
poft* Superior in c^vpacity to the enemy's generals, 
iie contrived to get the lun in his back, which dart- 
ing in the enemy's eyes, affl>rded him the fame 
advantage, efpecially in the heat of the dog>dajs, 
as Hannibal had againft the Romans at the .battle 
of CaoQse. The monk Rigord, the king's chap- 
iiain and phyfijcian, who in this battle kept always 
•Bear his matter's perfon, fays, ** That he faw the 
*' horpit<Uler Gucrin, after having ranged the ar- 
** my in battalia, ride .among the ranks, .pafs along 
^^ the fquadroos and battalions, and exhort every 
^' one to fight :bravely for the defence of their king 
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•* and country." He adds, ** That this illuftrious 
*^ knight, after the fignal of battle was given, on 
*' account of his eleSEioa to, the biffaoprick of Sen- 
*' lis, would not engage among the combatants, 
•* but contented himfelf with giving his orders, 
•* and direding the different brigades of the army 
" to be led on at the time there was occaiion for 
'• them." 

There was fcare ever a battle in France difputed 
for fo long a time ; all clofcd in together, and 
fought with equal fur/; the king performed pro- 
digies of valour; fix (core French gentlemen were 
killed by his fide; and he himlelf had like to have 
bi:.en loR; he received a Aroice of a lance in his 
throat ; his horfe was fiain under him, himfelf 
trampled under the horles feet ; two fingle gentle- 
men, Montigny and Triftan, to fave their mafter, 
snade him a rampart with their bodies, and fuftain- 
ed all the efforts •! the enemy ; the king leaps up- 
on Triftan^ horfe s-and putting himfelf at the 
head of a body of his gentry that haxl juft come to 
his fuccour,« charges the enemy afrefh, and breaks 
through a fquadron of Germans that made head a- 
gainfi him; nothing is able to ftand againft the fu- 
ry of the French, who, before the eyes of their 
prince, and breathing vengeance for the danger he 
had run, make a terrible fiaughier. They pufh on; 
they pierce even to the perion. of the emperor, who 
was in the centre of that fquadron. De Trie gives 
him a thruft with his lance, which makes, his' cui- 
rafs ufclefs ; Mauvoifin frizes the bridle of his 
horfe, and the young count of Bar, whofe father 
as count Luxemburg^ was in the army of allies, 
feizes the emperor by the neck : Defbarrcs fencfchal 
of Anjou coming up, takes him by the middle to 
pull him off his horfe ; all of them ambitious of 
the honour of taking an emperor prifoner : but the ^ 
Germans coming up in fhoals to bis fuccour, drive 
#ff the French, open him a way to retreat ; and ! 

I that I 
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tfcat prince mounting a frefh hoiTe, ftrll (Vunncd 
with the danger he had been in, without any regard 
to his glory, betakes himfelf to flight. The king 
feeing him gallop off, could not help faying with a 
fmile, to the lords about him, " My friends, you'll 
** fee nothing more of him to day but his back.** 

The emperor, by his flight, carried off moil of 
the troops ; thofe whom their courage ftill kept in 
the field, and who refolved to difpute a viAory al- 
ready loft, were cut in pieces. The counts 
of Flanders, Boulogne and Saliflsury, £u- 1 214. 
ftacc of Hainault, an hofpitaller of St. John, 
Hugh Manges prefident of the emperor's council, 
and thirty lords bannerets, were taken prifoners. 
Otho, dcfpifed by the Germans, abdicated after- 
wards the empire. The king of England, odiou$ 
to his ^ubjeAs, paflcd the reft of hi& days in a civil 
war; and the viftory of Bovines, fo fexceeding 
glorious to Philip, reftored peace and tranquillity 
over all Europe. 

The pope, to improve the prefent calm, and en- 
gage the princes of the weft in a common league 
againft the infidels, called a general council sit 
Rome, in the church of Latcran. This was the 
twelfth oecun^enical one, and the fourth of 
Lateran. There were prefent at it four 121^, 
hundred and twelve biihops, including two 
patriarchs *, and feventy one primates or metro- 
p'litans. There came thithtr embaffadors from 
Frederic II. king of Sicily, emperor eleft of Ger- 
niany, from Henry emperor of Conftantinople, 
from the kings of France, England, Hungary, Jc- 
rufalcm, Cyprus and Arragon. The pope opened 
Ac council with a very moving difcourfe, con/cern- 
iog the lofs of the Holy Land, and the obligations 
that all Chriftians were under of endeavDuring to 
deliver it from the yoke of the infidels •* That 

• Matt. Paris, »d. tn. I*j|* 
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** land, fay he, which was watered with the blood 
" of our divine Saviour, is prophaned, and the 
" place where the 8on of God was adored, is be- 
'* come a temple of the devil, what a fcandal and 
*• reproach is it, that the fon.of H^gar (hould ktep 
** the mother of all the faithful in bondage ? We 
** muft break her chains, my deareft brethren. I 
•* am ready to^ put myfelf at your head : j give up 
• ** myfelf entirely to your difpolal ; ready, if \ou 
*' think it proper, to go myfelf to kings, princes 
•** and people *, to try if I can, by the force of my 
" cries, engage them to take arms, and revenge 
'^ the injuries done to the Saviour of mankind, 
" who is now chafed out of the land which he pur. 
*• chafed with his blood, arid in which he accom- 
*' pliflie^ the myfteries of our redemption/' 

His dlfcourfe drew tears from the wh61e aflcmblf. 
The princes and lords that were prefent, agrtfcduD- 
-animoufly to put on the crofs ; and the fathers 
of the council made a particular decree, by which 
they fixed the rendezvous of the crijfade on June 
I . A. D, 1 2 1 7. *' Then, fays the council, fuch as 
** will pafs by fea (hall aflemble at MefEna or Bi un* 
*' duiium, and the land armies {hdW begin ibeir 
*^ march the fame day.'* 

The bilhops, after breaking up, preached the cru* 
fade in their diocefes, with great zpal ^and fuccefs. 
The emperor Frederic, Andrew king of Hungary, 
Leopold duke of Auftria^ Louis duke of Bavaria, 
and an infinite number of princes and prelates, 
French, Hungarians, Dutch, Fricflanders and Nor- 
wegians, put on the crofs: but every one, at taking 
that badge of his engagement, rcferved to hioa(d( 
the rit>ht of fixing the time of his departure for 
the HAy Land, and his ftay in it, which he rcgu* 
iated accgrding to the fiatc of his health, or fitu- 
ation of his affairs. Thus the emperor, whom diey 

* Cont. Lat. 4. Scrmo prim, 

thougbt 
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'hougbt obliged to put himfelf at the head of the 
firft body af the crufadc, was hindrcd by the trou- 
bles of Italy ; and beildes, he had not yet received 
the crown of the empire at Rome ; a ceremony 
which the popes of thofe times had forced the prin- 
ces that were ele^ed emperors to fubmit to. 

Andrew, king of Hungary, was the firft that fee 
out for the fuccour of the Holy Land, at 
the head of an army compofed of different 1 216. • 
cations He was a prince highly valuable . 
for his piety, and an extraordinary zeal for the ad? 
miniftration of juftice. He marched hi^ army by 
land as far as Venice, where be embarked for Con- 
fiantioople. This prince, before he left his domi- 
Bions, received a letter from pope Honorlus UL 
who, two years before, had fucceedc4 innocent ill. 
That pontiff exhorted him to undertake nothing 
in the war againil the infidels, without the ki)Ovr- 
Itdge and advice ot the grand maftei: of the hof- 
pnalleri. The king,, in anfwer to this, told him, 
that he was Co well fatisfied of the graud matter's 
valour and capicity, that he had wrote to him al- 
ready agreeable to his hclinefs's fentimenrs, and b.iJ 
defired him to meet him in the ifie of Cyprus> a- 
bout the feaft of our lady in September, 
as well to confer together upon measures Sept. 8. 
relating to the champaign, as to take the 
benefit of the grand mafter's fquadron, for his fe- 
curcr arival in the port of Sr, John d*Acre. Thefc 
I circumftances we learn from the very brief which 
this pop€ fent to the grand m^fter, a.nd the whole 
I .order of the hofpitallers, exhorting them in lixc^ 
j,inoft preffing terms, to give the ktng ot Hungary, 
I the duke of Auftin and all the leaders of the ar- 
..xny, their advice and the fuccour they might ftaud 
in Deed of. 

The king of Hungary, before he pafled the Bof- 
pborus, was obliged to ftay fome time at Conftan- 
Hnoplc, to wait the arrival of the Italians that cn- 

^gagcd 
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^aged in the crufade, who were daily cxpcft^d. 
During his abode in that great city, there happen- 
ed in his dotninions and in his own houfe, a fatal 
accident, which fhortcncd that prince's ftay in the 
eafty and made him lefs ferviceable to the Latia 
Chrif^ians of Paleftine. His majcfty, when he was 
kaving his own territories, commited the regency 
of them to the palatine of the kingdom, named 
Bancbannus, whofe zeal^ and fidelity be had long 
experienced : he recommended to him at partiog, 
to prcftrve peace with the princes his neighbours, 
and particularly to adminifter exaft jufticc to all 
bis fubjefts^ without regard to the birth or dignity 
of any perfon whatfoever. The palatine^ duripg 
the king's abfence, omitted nothing to make a iiiit- 
able return to the confidence he was honoured with; 
and whilft he was entirely taken up with the affairs 
of ftate,J^is wife, a lady of admirable beauty, en- 
deavoured, by her conftant attendance about tk 
queen, to divert the melancholy which the ab- 
fence of the king her hufband nJght occafioo. 

Such was the firuation of the court of Hungary 
when the count of Moravia arrived at it. He wai 
the queen's brother, and ihc loved him tenderly. 
Nothing was to be feen at firft, but feafts anddi- 
Verfions ; but in the fequel, the flattering poi'ofl 
of love crept in among thefe innocent amufemenB. 
The count of Moravia became deiperatcly enamour- 
ed with the re^^ent's wife, and had the aflurancc to 
declare his piffion to her. The lady, who was yet 
more virtuous than (he was beautiful* anfwereo 
him only by the fternnfcfs of her looks. Rcfiftahcc 
produced its ufual effeft, and the criminal defir^* 
of the count became thereupon but the more vio" 
lent. His paffion, which was gaining ground cOO* 
tinually, threw him at laft into a deep melancholy'' 
he cared no more for plays, diverfions, Ihows, and 
all thofe vain amufcments, with which the great 

world fo ferioufly idle away their time : Soliiu^^ 

was 
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was his only pleafure ; but the queen, out of a 
complaifancc natural to worpcn for this fort of ma- 
lady, to wean her brother from fo lonefome a way 
of lite, made ufe oF various pretences to keep the 
regent's wife about her, or to fend for her whene- 
ver Ihc removed from the palace. 1 he lady cafily 
fiw through the difhonourabic motives of this fecmn 
ing fondnefs, and, to avoid all converfation with 
the count, feigned henelf for fomc time to be ill ; 
but that pretence being over, and her own birth, as 
^^ell as her huiband's quality, not allowing her ip 
be abient any longer horn court, ihe returned tp 
the palace. The count, for fear of difobliging 
her, diflembled hi^ fentiments, and a behaviour, 
full of reljpeft fucceeded in appearance to the vip- 
leocc and evtravagance of his paffion. 

The rtjgent's wife, encouraged by this difcreet ' 
conduft, continued going to court * ; when the 
queen^ under pretence of talking to her in private, 
W hey idto a bv-place of her apartment, where 
Cutting her in, ,the abandoned her to the criminal 
dcfires o^ tier brother, who, by concert with the 
qucen, was hid in the clofet. The regcnt^s wife 
went thence with coofufion in her looks, and re- 
fcntmcnt in her heart ; he immnred herfelr in he;p 
lioufc, where (he did nothing but bewail in privare 
the count's viUany and her own difhonour. But 
the regent being one day about to take his place in 
her bed, the fecret broke from her, and can ied a- 
vfAy by the excels of her anguifb, " 'Do not come 
" near me,' fir, (ays (he, Ihcidding at the fame tiuiC 
" a tonent of tears, but, quit a wife that is no 
** mqre worthy of the chafte embraces of hei huf- 
'* band ; a vile wretch has violated your bed ; and 
" tiic queen his fifter was not alhamed to betray 
** an • dchver me up to his violence. I had before 
" now taken vengeance on mylclf for their crimp^ 

? 3^fin. Dec, », p. 279. 
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^* if religion had not reftrained me from makm{ 
•* away wirh myfclf. But that prohibition of the 
** Uw docs not regard an injured hufband : I am 
^' too criminal, fince I am deflowered : I aik my 
** death of vou as a favonr, to keep me from fur- 
** viving my (hime and my diihonour." 

The regent, though in the height of affliftion^ 
and in all the ^uiy of rcfentment, told her, "That 
** an involuntary fauh waj rather a misfortune 
*« than 2. crime, and that the violence done to her 
'* body did not fully the purity of her foul ; that 
'* he begged of her to be cafy, or at lead to take 
** care to conceal the occ alion of her forrow. A 
*« common intcrelV. adds he, obliges us both to 
** difleniblc to horrible an outrage, till we can re- 
** venge it in a manner fuitabU to the enormity of 
" the oftlnce/' 

His dcfign was to make the count fcfel the firi^ 
effefts of it ; bur hearing thai he was gone away 
privately to return into his own country, the regent, 
enraged, that his victim was efcaped^ turned all his 
jeientment againft the queen hericff. He went to 
the palace, and pcnuaded the queen to go into her 
clofct,- under pretence of ihowing her fome letters, 
which he laid he had received from the king. ^^ 
foon as he faw himfclf alone with her, after re- 
proaching her with the criminal corrcfpondence 
ihe had htld with the count, and her treachery to 
his wife, the furious palatine plunged his da^g^f 
^in hct heart ; and going out of the cabinet in » 
. rage, he pubfickly before the whole court proclaim* 
ed his fhame and his vengeance. 
, Whether it was furprize or refpedk that hindred 
thr.m, no body offered to meddle with hini ; he 
mounted his horfc without any obftacle ; and ta- 
king fome noblemen with him, who had been wi^ 
neffes of this fatal cataArophe, he fet out for Con- 
ftantino'pie, where be ;irriv^ before the king left 
that Qiif^ He went immedktely to the pal^<^^ 

^ / where 
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mhere that prince dwelt, and prefenting hicnfelf 
before him, with an inrrepidi(y hardly to be paral- 
l«^]ed, ** Sir, fays he to him, when I received your 
♦* laft orders at your leaving Hungary, you re- 
^* commended to me, iu a particular manner, to 
•* do exaft juftice to a)I your fubjt&s* without rc- 
*^ gard to any one's rank or condition i I have done 
** it fo to mylclf ; I have killed the queen your 
** wife, who had proiiitutfd mine ; and, far from 
^^ fee king my faftty in an unworthy flight, I here 
** bring you my head ; diipofe as you pleafc 
•* of my I'fe ; but remember, that it is either by 
** my life or death that you fubjcfts will judge of 
'' vour equity, and whether I am guilty or inno* 
« cent," 

The king heard this furprifing dificourfe without 
interrupting him, and even without changing co- 
four ; and when the rtgent had ended. * if the 
'^ cafe be a$ you lay replies the prince to him, re- 
*^ turn into Hungary, continue to adminii^er juf- 
'* tice to my fubjt^ls, with as much ex;;^ne(s and 
*' fcveriiy as you have done it to yourftlf : 1 (hall 
** ftay a (hort while in the Holy Land, and at my 
*' return 1 will examine upon the fpot whc'her 
*' your action deierves commendation or puniih- 
« ment." 

Thus Bonfinius, the hiftoriaa of Hungary, re- 
lates the fact : but Du^>los^ commonly called Lon- 
ginus, pretends^ that the death of that princcis was 
caufed by a compiiacy of iome Hungarian Lords, 
who were incenled at the queen for bringing Tome 
German priniC-, her relaiionj, to court, and giv- 
ing (hem the pri cipal poft^ oi the kingdom. There 
are otiier authors too, who maintain, that ttiit 
princefb died before the king her hufband quitted 
Hungary to go to the Holy Land* 

Be that as it will, his majcf^y embarked foon 
after^ and arrived without any obltadc in the 

ifland 
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ifland of Cyprus. He found there the grand maf- 
tcr of the hofpitaUcfs of St. John, with the princi- 
pal officers of his order ; and after conferring m\\k 
them about the flare of affairs in the eaft, he put 
'to fea again with Hugh de Lufignan king of the 
tfland. They had a profpcrous voyage ; and, 
tvhhout nreeting with any oppofition from the in- 
fidcls'in their paffjge, the whole Chrillian fl^.ci ar-- 
Tived in the pt)rt of St. John d*Acre. The king of 
Hungary on his landing, would not lodge in the 
palace of the king of Jerufalem, which was made 
ready for him, either to prevent any dispute about 
the ceremonial amo.ng the Tcvcral princes then at 
Acre, rr bccaufe the fatal death of the queen, and 
the tragical circumftanccs that attended it, were 
true, as Bonfinius pre-ends, and the crime flic was 
accufed of, the vengeance that one of his fubj:& 
had dared to take of if, and the doubt he was ror* 
mentcd whh by fiis as to the queen's guih andik 
regent's fidelity ; all this had thrown him into a 
deep melandioly. He retired to the hofpiralJers, 
aiid near the grand mafter, whofe pious and folid 
difcourles wt-rc more agreeable to the temper of 
his mind. There is ho dcfcribi^ig the religious 
fentiments Whicn that prince felt in feeing the cha- 
rity pradtifed in that holy houfe wiih regard to the 
poor and pilgrims : and whatejicreafed his furprlzc 
and admiration, was to fee thofe knights to fierce 
and dreadful, when armed in the field, become 
Jike other men ^n their houfe, and employ them- 
fclves, in virtue of their obedience^ in all the moft 
humbling offices about the poor and fick. 

The king of Hungary would needs vifit .at the 
Came time the towns of Margat and Carac, which 
Hhc hoipitallers \Acre flill mafters of : he found 
there the fame regularity and difcipline, as in the 
principal hdu.e of St. John d'Acre, i. a he fa\f 
there a immbcr of holy fiiars and brave foWicr?, 
%\\ iuflamcd with zeal for the conqueft of the holy 
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places. There is indeed no reproaching thefe mi- 
litary friars with any thing, but a little too much 
nicenefs in regard to the templars, upon what the 
men of the world call the point, of honour. 

This prince deiired to be admitted into the ordes 
as a brother, that fo he might partake in 
the good works of the hofpitallers ♦. He 1218. 
gave feven hundred mcrks of iilver to the 
order for ever, to be levied every year upon the 
fait works of Saloch in ^ Hungary ; and as the 
kntghts of Carac were contiauaily in aAion againft 
the infidels, he Aipulated cxprefsly in the d<eed of 
his grant, that of thefe feven hundred merks, Cx- 
ly of them ihould be applied to the particular oc- 
cafions of Raimond de Pigna, governor of the for- 
trcis •f Carac, and his lucceflbrs in the fame go- 
vernment. The inftrument of this endowment it 
ftili fubfifting in the archives of the Vatican ; and 
thrre is an cxrraA given of it in Rainaldi's continu- 
ation of Baronius. 

We fee there ,thc atteftation that this prince 
lives to the merit and virtue of thefe knights ; 
'* Lodging, fays he, in their houfe, I have feen 
" them feed every day an innumerable multitude 
'' of poor, ihe fick hid in good beds, and treated 
" with great care, the dying afflfted with an exem- 
" plary piety, and the dead buried with propter dc- 
'* ccncy. In a word, continues that prince, the 
** knights of St. John are employed, iometimet 
** like Mary in contemplation, and fometimes like 
^* Martha m aAioo ; and this noble militia confe- 
" crate their days either in their infirmities, or 
** elfe in engagements againft the infidel Amale- 
'* kitis and the enemie*- of the crofs." It is thus 
^^ that the king ok Hungary fpeaks of them f . 

That 

" ■ • 

* Reg. Hoooriuf III. t. I. f. 2-6. Rain. t. it. nam. 16. p, 

280. 

t Nee imgaerit* cixn illic liofpitaU vIder«|Bvt imiMiicnuD paupc- 
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That prince having advice that Coradinc fultan 
of Damafcus, and fon to bafadinc, had taken the 
field, in order to bcfiegc 8t. John d' Acre, drew 
impiedratcly out of the town, and advanced tO" 
wards the enemy with the kings of Jerufalcm and 
Cyprus, and the two grand mafters of the hofpital- 
Icrs and templars, the maftcr of the Teutonic or- 
der, and all the ir«^ops that wci-e in the place. The 
infideb^ furprifed at fo expeditious an armament, 
iind the boldncfs whh vhich the Chriftians naarch- 
^ againft th#m, entrenched themfelvcs with care: 
fcveral of their parties however that 'went out a fo- 
raging were cut in pieces. Coradine did not think 
it advifeable in this junfture, to come to a decifivc 
engagement againft an army that had three kings at 
its head, but retired into his own territories. The 
Chriftians purfued him for <bmc time, ravaged his 
frontier in their turn, and then, as winter ff« 
coming on, they feparated. The king of C\'p^ 
went to Tripoli, where he fell fick and died, a lit- 
tle after he quitted the army. The king of Hunga- 
ry, before he left Paleftine, batjjied himfclf wldi all 
his troops in the river Jordan, on 5t. Martin's eve; 
a religious ceremony ui'ed odt of devotion by P"* 
grims, when they were not hindred by the Turks 
and Saracens. In fine, this prince, after having 
fpent three months in Paleftine to perforni his vo*, 
being prelled by the remembrance of the misf<?r* 
tunes that had fincc his abfencc happened io ^'* 
kingdom^ fet out upon his rfcxarn thither. AU^^^ 
inftaQces that the paxriarch of Jerufalem coul'l 
make him, nay the terrors of cxcoinmunicanoa 

Mm CQituoldiur no paftu ^uotidis (iiftantari, fieffas Uti%m^^^"^ 
U^XiUctniiii V4riif9u« ciiirurar copm. refici, .mortuoramcarporac' 
<J'?bifa vefteratione lepel'ri, ut in gen ere ri:igulo»um ^^^^^^^* T^ 
per fingula geOerum caarire non poUutnua, u Miriam et Mif'^ 
facratiflirnura faepe di'^ta domus liofp. talis collegium nine VJ'"^ *^'7* 
.cere conterapJadoni bos, nunc ctntra D^i adTerfanof, ct ^^'^^'j'J^ i 
Chrifti, aJverfusctiam Atnaler, iacellibi perfe^tai rnilit:aB connicW* | 
Ac die in diem dimicare. &ainaldv$, t. 13. n. 16, p. 28^ . . 
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irhich that prelate thundered out againft bini» 
:ould not keep him longer in the Holy Land ; and 
ifter a long voy^age, and various dang rs, he ar- 
ived fafe in his do nriinions. His firft care upon 
lis rcturd was to have the afFair of Bancbannus 
ried before him ; and after hearing the witneffes 
iiimfelF, and examining the various circucnftances 
Df that uuhappy affair,' he was equitable enough 
to declare the regent acquitted of 'the queen's 
death. 

The king of Jerufalem, the duke of Auftria, and 
the horpiiallers, after his departure, advanced into 
the enemy's country, and rcfortified the caftle of 
Cae/area, whilft the templars a/id Teutonic knight$ 
on the other hand built, or rather repaired a for- 
tr fs, fiiuate on an eminence adjoining, which was 
called the caftle of the pilgrims. Thefc two places 
covered St. John d'Acre,, and ferved at the fame 
lime to extend their contribmions upon lands at 
that time in the hands of the infidels. 

After this expedition, the king, the duke of 
Auftjia^ and the two grand. 'mafters, and the maf- 
ter of the Teutonics, rtiurned to St. John d'Acre, 
^'liere arrived about the fame time a confidcrablc 
fleet of Germans, Frieflanders and Dutch, com- 
tnanded by William I^ coiint of Holland, a fuccour 
which very feafonably fupplicd the place of that 
^l^ich they had juft loft by the preciphate depar- 
ture of the king of Hungary. 

The king of Jerufalem, feeing himfelf fuftained 
^y thefe troops of the crufade, and having advice 
^hat they were likeways preparing a new army in 
n^oft of the ports of Italy, refolvcd to carry the 
war in<o Egypt, thereby to oblige the infidels to a* 
bandon Paleftine; and in a great council, at 
which were prefcnt the king, the Duk^of Auftria, 

*he grand mafters and the biihops, it was agreed to 

^Qge Daoiiatft, the moft regular fortification of 
*hat kingdom. This rcfoluiion being taken, thejr 

embarkea 
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embarked their troops at the latter end of May, ani 
fet fail. The Chriftian army in three days time 
landed in Egypt, and made their defcent without a- 
ny oppofition in a place iituated weftward of Da- 
siiata, and feparated from it. only by an arm of the 
Nile. 

The chriftians at firfl met with no refiftancc, but 

in a large tower or caftle, fortified as well at 
121 8. art could make it at that time, buih in the 

middle of that arm of the Nile, and brave- 
ly defended by the garrifon. My defign is hot to 
tnter into the detail of all that paflcd at the attack 
of this advanced work, which covered the town of 
DamiatUi^ I (hall only obferve, after Matthew Pa- 
ris, that the knights of St. John on this occafioo 
fupported their ordinary reputation. Thefc war- 
like friars, tying two fliips together to tnakc them 
fieddier, advance boldly to the wall, clap ladders 
to if, naount through the midft of the fire works, 
javelins and ftones and without being daunted tt 
the fall of their companions, pufh on to gain the 
top of the rampart. But the maft of one of the 
{hips failing, the ladders broke, and moft of the 
knights falling into the water, being encuiDber'd 
with the weight of their armour, were drowned *. 
The lofs of thcfe brave foldiers did not cool the 
courage of their companions of the order and the 
crufade ; they renewed the fcalado fevcral timeSj 
but dill without fuccefs, till tlie Germans at lai^ 
clapping a new invented machine to the walls, made 
themfclves by that means matters of th^ tower, the 
taking of which opened a way for attacking the 
place. • 

. The fultan forcfeeing that the lofs of this advan* 
ced work would draw after it that of Danoiata, u 
faid to havt died of grief. The Latin hiftorians 

* HofpttaUrioram, proh dolor ! fcala confraQa, fimlli ir.odo euiD 
malo cecidit, ct miiites ftrenuos, et alios armatos, Nilum in defficint. 
Matt. Paris, ad an. 121S. t. z. p* 301. ' , 

call 
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<all this fultan by the name of Safadine ; but the 

Arabians give him that of Mt:lic-cl-adel-Aboubc- 

ker Ton of Job : he had fifteen fbns, and fome time 

before his death had divided his dominions between 

the fix eldeft, Mclic-el-Gamcl, the eldeft of all, 

had Egypt, and Coradine, Syria : Haran, a town 

of H^opotamia, was AchroPs (hare, and Boftra 

in Arabia, that of Salech-Ifmael ; the two next had 

Vikcwife (bene towns for their portion. The nine o- 

thers continued in thefe territories, under the power 

oC their elder brothers ; and, to provide for their 

fubfiftence, Safadine fettled two of them in Jerufa- 

fcni» where they enjoyed the tribute that the wclU 

Crn Chriftians paid at the gates of the city ; two o« 

fcrs difcharged the fame office at Mecca, and en- 

yj^d Hkcwifc the revenues arifing from the offer- 

'iigsof the Mahometan pilgrims, who flocked thi> 

ihcT in great numbers from Ada and Africa ; and 

» for the five laft, they had in all probability fome 

peniions afiigned them fuicable to their birth and 

rank in the ftate. 

The Chridians in the mean while continued the 
fcgc of Oaminta with great vigour, and received 
tbout that time new fuccours from the weft. A 
crofadc compofcd of Italians, French, German and 
Engliih, arrived in Egypt, and joined the camp* 
The pope had put Cardinal d'Atbano at the head 
of this army, as legate of the holy fee, a prelate 
proud and haughty, felf-conceited, and one who 
Would always have his own opinion carry it in the 
council of war, before even the fentiments of the 
king and his generals, as if rhe pope, with the bulls 
ot hisjcgation, had given a cardinal the talents ne« 
teflary to form a great captain. The fultan of £• 
gypt on the other hand called in hb brother the 
lultan of Syria to his fuccour, a prince that loved 
war, and managed it with fucccfs^ but cryel, bloody, 
aod the only one of all the children of Safadine that 
Voul. Z rcfcntblcd 
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sTcfeaiblcd him moft, as well ^n his vices as his va^ 
lour. 

The yoq^g fultan^ befides the army which h« 
commanded in perfon, made iikcwiie new kvieti 
and before he fet out for Egypt, dcn^olifhed the 
fortifications of Jerufalem, and levelled (he walls^ 
dcfigned thereby either to (Irengthen hi^ army witk 
the garrifon o£ the place, or to prevent the chri- 1 
ftians; wl)o he apprehended, il: they took Damiata, 
would return into Paleftine, and fortify thecnfelves 
in the capital,, wbich was the gr£.at aim oi all thck 
CLnterpn^9«. i 

This prince in a march of twenty days cro£id the 
deferts which divide that kingdom from £gypti 
and joiited iMlt^n Qamel his eldeft brother, who was 
advanced to nmct him. After this junflloo thej i 
drew near th&Qhvii^iancamp, in order lo fqccethem 
tQ raife the fiege* 1 hebefieg^d were every da/ 
making falliea with all their forces, and the befiegers 
were at the (ame time obliged to fuftaih the attacks 
of the two fultans, who tried all mamier of waysts 
throw fuccours into the place* 

The Englilh hiftorian^ whom I cited abovCj tells 
U.59 that the three military orders * were in a man- 
mer the only perfons who were able to make head 
on all fides againft the en&my, an^d were, as he fays, 
]^t:e a wall of brai^, ta fhield ther^d of the fokliery 
on all occaiioos ; that the bofpitaljers, in particu- 
l^r, behaved always with e](troardinary valour *,. that 
in the IaGl fally before the place was t^keo, theioar- 
fhaU of the order was killed at the head of hi) com- 
pany ; that many of the knights had the i^me faK> 
ajid that fome* were taken prifoners. 

• Rex veto Jerufalcm, cum templariis, ct domo Tcutonicornm, 
et hofpitalis faafti Johannis, impetum paganoriim fuilinuerunt, ct 
fTO muro fiierunt fugientibus> quoties illsiB iuas £icieB oileodeUAt. 
Matt. Paris in Hear. III. ad an. izif. 

Templaiii trigiota tres capti fynt, vel interfcAi, cuo nsarcrchil* 
lohotfi air I'anai JoannU, f^ fratribuB <|ui^afdam ejofdem doniot. 
Idem* tern. p. 2. 3!p6. 

The 
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The fultan feeing with pain, that he eovild not 
carry his point, and caufc the fiege to be raifcd, for 
the obtaining a peace, and to fave Damiata, the key 
of his kingdom, he offered the chriAians to reflore 
them the true crois that was taken at the battle of 
Tiberias, to deliver up the city of Jerulalem, and 
even advance the money neceffary to rebuild tlic 
walls, and repair the fortifications. He offered io# 
\hecaftlc of Thoron, and fome other places, but in- 
fifled on keeping Carac and Montreal, two fortreilcs 
fituated on the edge of Arabiai from whence the 
Chriftian garrifdns in theu* cxcurfions had often 
carried off the caravans that were going out of de- 
votion to Mecca ; and this prince, who was reli- 
gious in his way, according to the principles of his 
ft£^, choie rather to fubjedl himfelf to an annual 
tribute^ than refrore two places; the foldiers of 
which might dirturb the Mahometans in the exer- 
tiic of that part of their religion. - 

From the little we know of the charaA^r and ' 
manners of tbefe different nations it is plain, that 
we cai^not couiidertheie wars, which lafted fo long, 
nnder any other notion than as religious wars, and 
this in regard of the infidels as well as the Chridi- 
ans, both making it a part of their worfhip, to vi- 
fit at leaft once in their life, the tomb of the author 
of their religion. The popes and caliphs equally 
annexed fpiritual recompences to thofe pious voy- 
ages ; atia it there tatne (hoals of chriftian pil- 
grims from the weft to Jerufalem, Mecca drew at 
leaft as many Muffulmen from Afia and Africa, 
rrror cloakifig itfelf with the fame motives as ti uth • 

This was the reafon which indpced the fohan to 
keep* the caftlcs of Catac and Montreal: 
faving this articley that prince wiflicd with 1219% 
paffion to fee the fiege of Damiata raifed. 
The kiiig of Jerufalem for his pan was of opinioa 
to accept of conditions that anfwcred all the wilheS 
and dcfircs of the crufade ; but the legate, who af- 
Z St fumed 
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^umcd an unlimited authority in the army* maia- 
.Gained, thai the fultau's propofals ought to be re- 
jected, and that the critical moment was come for 
making aa entire conqueft of Egypt, the fate of 
which would determine that of the king of Jcrufa- 
falem. The imperious legate's fcotimcnt prevailed 
in the council of war over that of the king of Je* 
rufalem, who vexed to find that he was not ma^er 
of his own troops, under pretence of fetching new 
reinforcements* retired to St. John d'Acre. The 
fuccefs neverthelefs feemed at firft to juftify the le- 
gate's advice; Damiata was carried in an attack 
m^dc by night, or rather was taken for want of men 
to defend it ; the inhabitants and foldiers being all 
deftroyedi either in engagements, or by famine and 
want of provifions, above fourfcorc thoufand men 
having died in the place during the ficgc. The 
chriftians entering the town found every where a 
difmal folitude, and the few inhabitants they att 
with in fomc houfes had flaid there only becaufe 
they were fo weak^ that they had not ftrength to 
get out of doors. Cardinal James de Vitri, who 
was at this fiege, bought a good number of fucking 
children, deiigning to have them baptized; but a- 
bpve five hundred of them, he fays, died foon af- 
ter, in all probability of the famine which they and 
their mothers had fufFered^ 

The legate, proud of this^ good fucceis, and fee- 
ing himfelf abfolute mafier of the army, 
made them advance into the heart of h- J 220. 
£ypi, contrary to the advice of all the chiefs, 
and engaged between the branches of the Nile. 
The fultan opening the fluices, and cutting the 
banks of the river, it overflowed the place where 
the Chriftians were encamped : they then found 
themfelves fhut up in an ifland, with as little ability 
to fubfift there as to get out of it; this firft mif- 
fortue was fooa fucceeded i?y a famine j^ and the 

' ^ army 
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umj being ready to ftarvc, was forced to make a 
truce er eight days with the InfideL. To get bread 
to eat, and liberty to retire, they were oWiged to 
quit Damiata, and deliver up all the flaves and pri- 
foncrs that were at Acre and Tyre. The Sarazens 
On that part engaged to rcftorc the true crofs, and 
all the captives they had at Babylon in Egypt, or 
Grand Cairo and Datnafcus, to conduft the army 
to a place of fafety, and fupply them with provi- 
fions in their retreat. Every thfng was executed 
punftually on both iides, except the reftitution of 
the true crofs, which the infidels in all probability 
iad loft. The chriftian army difperfed after this 
accident, and the legate's prefumption hindered the 
king of Jcrufalem frotn recovering his kingdom. 

Yet as in public misfortunes every one labours 
to vindicate himfelf at the expence of others, the 
private enemies of the knights of 3r. John and the 
templars, accul'ed them to Pope Honorius III. of 
Wng diverted to their own profit the vaft <umg 
tiiat were remitted out of Europe into Paleftinc, 
^oi* the expcnces of the crufade, and the fubfiftence 
of i.hc army. This calumny having fpread thro* 
^^oft countries of Chriftendom, the pope thought 
Jiiinfclf obliged to examine into itj and wrote upon 
that occafion to the legate, the patriarch, and chief 
headers of the arrry, Publ'C and private informa- 
tions were given in, but they ended only in the con- 
'ufion of the flanderers. The legate, the patri- 
*«'cb, and the principal officers of the army, wrote 
Wk to the fovercign pontiff, that they heard with 
gi ief the abominable calumny with which fome had 
endeavoured to blacken the reputation of the mili- 
tary orders ; that they themfclves were witnefles to " 
the contrary ; and that theie generous knights had, 
fpcQt the revenues of the two houfes, and exhaulled 
their fubftance to liipply the expence of the iiegc ; 
that the order o£ St. John alone h^d advanced a* 
Z 3 b*vc " 
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bove eight thoufand byzantines ; that they had lofl; 
abundance of their knights, and that purfuant to 
the fpirit of their inftitution, they had prodigally 
thrown away their liTes and fortunes in the defence 
of the Cliriflians, The pope being acquainted with 
the truth of the matter, to do the knights the ju- 
flice that. was owing to thcniy ordered rhe legate 
' himfelf to proclaim their innocence in his name: 
and this pontiff wrote at the fame time to the bi- 
iiiops of France, England and Sicily, to take care 
in their feveral dioceffes to extinguifli fo black a 
calumny. '* Wc will, and require you^ adds the 
" pope *, to honour, love and cherifh them, as 
*' the nobltft defenders of Chriftianity.*' 

There couid be no iurtr proof given at that time 
of the purity of a perfon^s fairh> and his adherence 
to the holy ice, than by taking the habit cf one of 
the miiiiary oidtrs : ieveral priiKics themfelves, acd 
many of the greatcft lords would die, and be bizr- 
ricd with the ciofs. Il was with this view that 
Raimond coiani of Iholoufe and marquifs of Pro- 
vence lock ihe habir. Ir is well known, that this 
prince, one of the greateft and moft powerful feo- 
daiories of the ciown of J* ranee, was fufpedled of 
having caukd a legate of the pope's to be difpatch- 
ed, and of favouring the Albigcnfes, and on that 
account was joined in an excommunication pro- 
nounced againft th^ie heretio his tubje^ts, and ia 
confequence thereot, deprived of the greatefl part 
of his dominions^ 1 here was nothing of io mor- 
tifying and humbling a nature in canonical penan- 
ces but he fubaiiiiedto it, in order to gel free from 
that fatal centure $ but thofc who had iharcd in the 
fpoil, kept the Uoors of the church always flfUt a- 

* Voltimus et prsciplmus, Qt eos tanqaanr veros ChrifH arbletas et 
l^raea^ uos Chri(li»n2 6dei defenfvres- ftudeatis honorarc, ctiltgcre ac 
fovere, eorom fiipcr hoc deciaiantes innocei.tian, et ^dei virtutes 
copf^anti^m pisdicantcs, . In arthiv* Vatiuttio, €X r^ifiro Honcrii JII» 
Urn* z»fil^ 1©. 

gainft 
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gainft him, for fear of openins him a door into 
liis dominions. Th&y would willingly have owiud 
him as a catholic, if he could have beeo brought 
to renounce the county of Iholoufe In fine^ 
that pnnce^ who had To much reafon to prcirrve 
the dominions which he derived from his anccftors 
for young Raimond his fon, thought he fhould 
iind better accefs, and lefs diiEculty wirh rhe pope» 
than with his legates and minii^ers, and refolvcd to 
go to Rome. As foon as he arrived there, he de- 
manded an audience of the pope, which was eafiiy 
granted. The pope confidering the birth, the dig- 
iiitj and age of that prince, received him in full 
condftory. Raimond, after mentioning the great* 
neis of his auceftors, their vii tues, and the purity 
ohheir religion, m<ide a conkffion of his faiih^ 
lodlaying his hand upon his breall, to, vouch the 
truth of bis difcourfe, he protei^ed by all that is 
^CAr to a Chridian, thu he had never departed 
irom the principles of the faith, nor from the fub- 
p^'ffion he owed to the vicar of Jelus Chrift. He 
unfiled next on the (hameful penance which the 
^^gatcs had impofed upon him» <tnd which he had 
gone through in the town of St Giles, where he 
^Hs dragged in fight o^ his fuhjedts. with a halter 
ibout his neck, and lafhed in the mod ignominious 
Jnanner. He denied abfolutcly iht murder of the 
^ate that had been ^ihe caufe at it ; an(i conclu- 
ded wiih complaining of Simon de Montferrat» 
general of the league againll the Albigenies, who 
^i der the veil ot religion fought only to raife him- 
f^it a greai eilate and pofleilioLS in Languedoc. 

It is iaid. that the pope could not refrain from 
tears It the relation ot this prince's misfortunes, 
^nd that he wrote hkeways to the legates in liis fa» 
\ouv : but whether they were ptrluaded that Rai- 
tnond was an heretic in his heart, or whether they 
only pretended it, to perpetuate an inquidon, the 
^hoic authority of whick was veficd in \hctn, they 

paid 
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paid little regard to the pope's orders. This prince, 
to utidecetve the public at leaft, fome time after his 
return from Italy, declared by a public and authen- 
tic deed, that he obliged himfelf to take the habit 
and crofs of the hofpitallers, and that in cafe he 
was prevented by death , his intention was, that they 
fliould bury him in the church of the hofpitalltts 
at Tholoufe : there was not in that age a ifiore au- 
thentic mark of perfed catholicifm. 

His hiftorian relates, that from that time this 
prince, in imitation of the hofpitallers, fed a cer- 
tain number of poor every day, and caufed them 
to be cloathed annually. He was fcen, fays he,"e- 
vcry morning at the church of Notre- Dame de la 
Daurade on his knees, and bare-headed, making 
long and fervent prayers ; and in a word, praftif- 
ing all the exerctfes of a true hofpitaller* It war 
in this difpofition that he was feized with a fit of an 
apoplexy. He fent immediately for Jourdain alfcot 
of St. Sernin, to reconcile him to the church, and 
give him the facraments, and at the fame time the 
hofpitallers of Tholoufe were made acquainted 
with the extremity the prince was reduced to. But 
when the abbot of St. Scrnin arrived, he had loft 
his fpecch, yet he lifted u^ his eyes to heaven ; his 
bands were joined together, he gave all the figns 
of repentance that can be required of a good chri- 
ftian, and in his looks might be read the fentiments 
of his heart. The hofpitallers of St. John com- 
ing in hafte, threw over him a mantle of the or- 
der, which fome were for pulling off, under pre- 
tence of the excorpniunication ; but the count htld it 
faft with his hands, and devoutely kiffing thg crofs 

fowed upon the manifci he died prefently 
1 32 1 . after ; and the abbot of St. Sernin, frighted 

as he was with the thunder of the Vatican, 
with which that prince was ftruck, could not help^ 
faying to the ftanders by, " Pray to God for him, 
5* I believe him favcd." He pretended too to keep 
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hts body, bccaufe he died In his parifh ; but the 
jounz prince would have his fathej's intentions ol> 
ferved. The hofpitallers carried him into their 
houfe, which he had chofen for his burial. Yet 
by reafon of the excommuificationy they durft no( 
bury him in the church, but put him decently in ^ 
coffin, where his fkuli was found whole in 1 63O' 

France in the year following loft King Philip 11. 
and the order of the hofpiiallers a gene- 
rous benefaAor. This prince falling ill> 1222. 
and finding himfelf in a weak condition, July 14, 
zaade his will ; and, among a great number 
of pious lagaciesy bequeathed one hundred thour 
land livres to the king of Jerufalem for the defence 
of the Holy Land, ^nd the like fum to the hofpi- 
tallers of St, John and the templars *• Brother 
Guerin or Garin^ firft minifter f , who had fug* 
gefted thefe holy legacies to the king, was named 
executor, together with Bartholomew de Royc 
chamberlain of France, and brother Aimer trea* 
furer of the temple. The queen, after the king 
her hufband's death, founded a priory at Corbeil 
for thirteen chaplains of the order of the. hofpi- 
tallers, upon condition of faying there every day 
three mafics, for the reft of the foul of that great 
priace. 7'he foundation was approved by the 
grand mafter de Montaigu, and by the council of 
the order, and confirmed by the bulls of pope Ho* 
norius 111. 

In the mean time, as the affair of the Holy Land, 
was at that time the commim aftair of all 
Chriftendom, ,a famou' affembly was held 1223^ 
at Ferentino, in the Campagna di Roma, to 

• See le miroir Hifto'r 1. 13, c. 15. p. 166, 

•j- Rex Philippus viam univerfse earns ingreditur, rellqncnt -tri* 
millia irbrarum Parifienfium \\ i*u.>riaium Tcrrae Sandlx, centum 
tni.lia in manibus ngis JoanniS, ci centum millia in m»nibus ma* 
giOri Itpipitalis, et centum millia in tpaaibm magiAri templi. Sa« 
aut. 1, 3. c» 10. p. W9. 

coniider 
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roDJSdef of fuccours to be Tent tbKhcr. Pope Ho- 
norius ill. and the cmpcror Frederic 11. came to 
Fcrentino, the oae Trofn Rome, and the other from 
his kingdom of Sicily ; aad from beyond fea ar- 
rived John king of Jerufalem, the patriarch of 
thai city, the legate PeUgius* the biihop of Beth- 
khem, Guerin de M(>ntaigo grand ma^^er of (he 
horpitallcrs, a commander of the templars, and 
Herman dc Sahza. fourth maimer of the 1 frutonici 
^r German knights. I he pope prefled the efflp^ 
ror to pei form the promife he made when he put 
on » he croft, of leading in perfon a powerful fu^ 
cour to the Holy Land : and to engage him in the 
affair, the empreis Conftantia his wife being dead, 
Herman de Saitza propofed a match between hio 
and the princefs Yolante, o»ly daughter and heif- 
«f$ of the king of Jtrufalem. The mafter of the 
Teutonics managed this negotiation fo fkiUfuUji t^'< 
the marriage was agreed on, and the emperor pfO' 
mifed with an oath to fio into Palefiine, io ^^^ 
years from the next midfummer. He aftcrwardi 
married the princefa, but contrary to his cxp<*- 
promifc given to the king of Jerufalem, of letting 
him enjoy that kingdom for his life, he obliged h'^^ 
by a forced abdication » to a*e£gn the crown » 'I^"^ 
f»ope was mediator of this great afirair : it was (he 
jntercft of thefe pontiffs to remove the fofcrcigns 
ef Europe, and efpecially of Italy, as far from thcif 
countries as niight be. The emperor's voyage ^^ 
refidence in Paleftkie rid him of the prefeace of & 
mighty prince, who would abate nothitig oi hit 
foveieign authority ; fo finding his own intercft J^ 
Frederic's being at a diftance, and, to make i^ 
harfh a proceeding appear lefs odious in the eyes oi 
Brienne, he reprefcntcd to hiffi, that fo potent* 
prince as Frederic would defend the Holy t'"'^ 
with more 2tal and warmth, and that he vouW 
make much greater efforts if he fought for ^^ 
pwn imcrcfts, than if he was only to defcod a crown 

vhich 
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ivfakh he faw aduallj upon another's head, and the 
Fucceffion whereof could not but appear to him at 
I great dtflance* John 4e Briennc gave hi& coa<* 
enc to what he could not hdp. . 

The pope did not fail to notify this new dtfpoif* 
ion to moft'of the fovere^ns of Europe, that they 
sight ferve as viritnefies of the emperor's, ^sgage* 
neots* The late king of Jerufalem, and th« 
grand mafler of the hofpitallers^ travcHed after* 
wards over France, Spain, EngkiKl and Geroiaaf, 
to okain fuccours, France immediatelf paid in 
all the mone); whkh Ph»Up Auguftus had left by 
bis will fioir fo holy an expedition. Thibaud count 
of Champagne^ and king of Navarre, who was 
joined by Peter de Dreux, foroierly count of Rrc* 
tagne and ieireral French Lords, Richard earl of 
Cornwall, brother to Henry III. king of England,- 
9Dd a great number of EngliOi gentlemen, put on 
the crols ; but they fet out for the Holy Land moft 
of them, at different times. The ^emperor had lent 
his lieutenants before whh. a good body of troops, 
^l as he faid, he coukt go thither in peribn : But 
aiPalcftine was then deftiiute of the prefence of its 
Wag, and without any chief of fufficient authority, 
laoftof thefe fuccours became unferviceable through" 
tbc difiterent views of the commanders. There was 
^^ regular dcfign formed and purfucd ; one made 
* iruce with the infidels, and another bioke it, 
without confldering tbc injury that fuch a condufb 
ni^ift do to the affairs and reputation of the Chrifti- 
^^' The militaiy orders too were ftill divided ; every 
ooc*» aiai was iolely for himfclf j and when the 
g^and ijiaftcr of the hoffpitallers returned to St. 
John d'Acre, he found Pakftine in a manner with- 
out any government, and dcllitute of that bond fo 
^ccffary in civil fociety, and which makes all the 
"^embers join together, to promote the common 
B<Jod of the ftate. 
The count of Tripoli, a fierce and cnterprizing 
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prince, had taken the advantage of his abfence tm 
feizc fcveral caftles, which either belonged to the 
ovdtTf or were in their cuilodjr. He feizc4 like- 
ways a houfe of theirs at Tripoli^ where he caufed 
one of the knights to be flayed alive, and aoother 
that oppofed theUe violences to be dabbed *. The 
grand matter, at his return, demanded fatisfaAioa 
for thefe cruelties; but net obtaining it, he wrote 
to the pope, who ufed his good offices and remon- 
ftrances with the count, but in vain« The fove- 
reign pontiff was obliged at laft to excommunicate 
him ; but neither was this fufficient to bring him 
to a compliance. Then the grand matter, with 
the pope's leave, entering the counts territories at 
the head of the hofpitallcrs, the fight of tho/e 
troops made more impreilion on the cruel and la- 
vage prince than all the thunders of the Vatican. 

Raimond made the order a reafonable fatisfaAr* 
•n for the injuries he had done them^ and rettorcd 
all that he had ufurped. The grand matter,' at the 
pope's inftance,' threw likewife part of his troops 
into Cyprus, on pretence that the coafts of that 
liland were frequently infetted by Corfairs : but 
the true jreafon was, to hinder at the fame time 
Raimond prince of Antioch, who had married 
Queen Alice, widow of King Hugh, from feiziog 
on that kingdom, to the prejudice ojf Henry, who 
was ftill a minor f. 

The emperor being employed in Lom hardy a- 
gaintt the rebel towns, which had entered 
1225. into a league to throw off his authority, 
defired the pope to difpenfe with his voy- 
age to the Holy Land for two years longer. ^ The 

* Domum ipfiiin quam ipfi habent apud THpolirti capiens violen- 
ttr, rapie concitatus diabolica, unum ex ipfis excoriari, et alium, uC 
dicitur, occidi fecit, prSBvCr ,d quod qutbufJam eorum crudeliteri ct 
iiihdneile tra€tatis damna eis.gravta et injnrias irrogarit. Raiaaldi, 
t<m. IS- iaa6.j»um, 55, 56, 57, p. 638 ci 639, 

r)- Sanut. 1. 3. 10. p. 221. 
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fovcreign ponti£F granted his rcqucft, upon the fol- 
lowing conditions : that at the term of two years 
ending in Augud, he fbould go over in pciTon 
within that time ; that for the two years following 
ht fhould maintain two thoufand knights there i 
that at three different limes he fhould defray the 
paflage of two thoufand other knights, with their 
equipages, at three horfes a knight ; that he fhould 
keep fifty gallies well manned in the port of Sf. 
John d'Acrc ; that he fhould depoiite an hundred 
thoufand ounces of gold for the expencc of this 
armament, in the hands of John dc Brienne the 
patriarch, and the mafter of the Teutonic order; 
and in cafe it fhould plcafe God to take him out of 
the world, before he could pafs into the Holy 
Land, or his voyage fhould be deferred, that then 
this great fum fliould be difpofed of according to 
the advice of the grand niaHers of the hofpitallers 
a^^ templars ; all which conditions the emperor fub- 
n^'iucd to, as appears from that prince's diploma 
rccitc<l by Rainaldi *. 

Frederic, having obtained the time he moved 
for, employed it honourably in making preparati- 
ons fuitable to fo great an cnterprize. An hun- 
dred gallies and fifty fliips vere fitted out by his 
<^rders, in the ports of the kingdoms of Naples and 
^'cily ; and feveral German princes, with an ir.fi- 
nitc number of the crufadc, repaired to firundufi- 
)Jaa. In the middle of Augufl, A. D. 1227, that 
is,-within the term he had ftipulated with the pope, 
the emperor himfelf embarked with a fleet that ear- 
ned near forty thoufand men : but after three days 
fail h^ fell fick, as did alfo feveral princes and lords 

* £t fi nos, quod Decs avcrtat, in terra ilia vel citra, ante 
f'H'agjurn momoratunn obirc contigerit, vcl al:is quacunquc 6f caufa 
^o^fnai> not! trrnfier:mus, rex et patriarcha, ct m;fifter dcmus Teu 
toaicorum, ad laudtm et conrilium^Tnagiftrorum hofpitalis rt templi, 
3c aliorom proboium hominum dc Una cxpendent eandim pccunum 
bona fde uut melius vldercnt expedire utiHtati Tci:« Sau^ae. 
R^n. torn, 13. adaoj), 12^5. num. 4. p, 347. 
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of his court, and among the f eft, the Landgrave 
of Htfle. The Landgrave's illnefs growing dange- 
rous, the phylicirins were of opinion^ that the land 
air would be ot more benefit to him than all the re* 
medits of their art; ihty thereupon put into the port 
ofT;*rento, where the Landgrave died» leaving his 
tviftr Llizabcth, daughter of Andrew Kingofiiun- 
gary, in a date oi wdowhoud, a princds Aot above 
twcnry years of age^ and of great virtue. Tlieeoi* 
p< lOr ctcapcd wi h only iome fits of an ague ; but 
popi. Gregory iX. (who had jud fucceeded Hono« 
rius III.) a pontiff that treattd fovereigns whh a 
high hand, being perfiiaded ootwith {landing the 
Luidgrave's death, that the emperor's illnefs was a 
mere pretence, excommunicated him .pubiickly in 
the great chur<:h ol Anagni, where be then was. 
The fovereign pontifi:' ufhered in this folemn cere- 
mony with a feimon, in which betook £or bk 
text thefe wards of the gofpel, ** It mull: needsi>e 
. *' that offences come ;'* and enlarging much upon 
Sr. Michael's viftory over the dragon, he fell ab- 
ruptly upon the excornnAinication, which he was 
. going to thunder out again (t the emperor. X give 
this (hort tade of the pope's flf le, becaufe the dyle 
oftemimes (he^s the genius and character oi the 
age. Gregory wrote afterwards circular letters to 
all the bifbops, to acquaint them with the feverity 
he thought himfclf obliged to xife with regard to 
that prince : he had fixed, fays the pope in that 
letter, the -month of Auguft, A. D. IZ27. 
for the lafi: moment of his departure ; and y«t he 
was fcarce at fea a few days before, under pretence 
of (icknefs, he landed again, and returned to enjoy 
a lazy life, as ufual. The pontiff, writing in par- 
ticular to the biftiops of Apulia, fays, ." Since the 
** Emperor Frederic neglefted his own falvation, 
'* and deferred performing the vow he had made 
** of going to the Holy Land, we have drawn a- 
^ gainft him the medicinal fword of St. Peter, 

^^ publifiiing 
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^ publi£biag, put of our great tendernefs for 
^ hi^i, the fenteace of excommuuication agaiaft 
*' l\im." 

The emperor, furprized and provoked at the 
pope's condu£):t Tent on his part a public 
letter, by way of manifedo, to all the fo- I2z8r 
vercigns of Chriftendom, wherein, after 
appealing to God for the reality of the dcknefs, 
which had forced him to put a&ore, he complains^ 
in very bitter terms^ of the pope's precipitaiion, 
and declared, that he would put to fea again as 
foon as he had recovered his heaUh. In the letter 
that he wrote in particular to the king of Engiand,- 
which Matthew Paris has tranfmitted down to us, 
he runs out into inveflives againft the court of 
Rome : ** The B»maos, fays he, are inflamed 
** with fuch a paffion for fcraping money together, 
out of all the countries of Chriftendom^ th^t af- 
ter graining the revcaues pf pai^ticular chi^rches, 
tfaey are qot afhame^d to. rob even Toyereign prin- 
ces, ^nd endeavour to make crowned heads 
their tributaries. You hav€ yourielf, fays be to 
the king of England, had a very feniible pi oof 
of this, in the peribn of king John your father. 
You have that of the ount ofTnoloulc, and of 
f6 many oih^r princes, whole dominions they 
have laid under interdifts, which they would ne- 
ver take off till they had put on their chains, and 
fubmitted to bc-flaves. What may not be Uid of 
the unheard of exactions which they impofe u- 
pon the clergy, and the open or palliated ufurje^ 
with which theyr infe£k the whole chriftian 
wot Id? And yet, in fpite of thofe notorious 
rtybberies, thet'e blood fuckers would palm tho 
cotjn of Rome upon us for the church ou,r mo- 
ther. The fpirit and condu6l of both fhew us 
plainly the difference between them. The court 
of home fend< its legates into all quarters, with 
power to puoUb, iufpend and excommunicate ; 
Aa a •* whereas 
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•* Whereas the true church, aftuaied by a fpirit of 
** charity, fends out her minifters only to propa- 
** gate the word of God ; the one aims at nothing 
** but amafling wealth, and gathering where (he 
" has not fowed, but the other has depofited her 
*' treafures in holy monafteries* to provide for the 
*' poor and pilgrims ; and yet thefc Romans, iin- 
•' worthy of that honourable name, without either 
•* courage or nobility, fwellcd with a vain opinion 
'< of their learning, would fain fet themiclves up a- 
** bove kings and emperors. In a word, adds that 
•* prince, the church was founded upon poverty 
'* and fimplicity, and no body can lay any other 
*' foundation than that which was laid by Jeius 
** Chrift himfelf, who is the corner ftone, as well 
** as architeft thereof *." 

Though there is no excufing the rough language 
that runs throughout this letter, yet it is certaio, 
that the popes often made ufe of this pretext ofdve 
crufades, to keep princes and their fubje£ls in a 
dependence on the court of Rome : nor is it lefs 
true, that moft fovereigns, on the other hand» 
were not forry to fee the dukes, counts, and other 
great vaflals of their crowns, go abroad on the(e re- 
mote expedition?, and, by their abfence, which 
was often followed by their death, leave them a 
more abfolute authority in their dominions. Thus 
did intereft and ambition make their advantage 
of a pious inftitution, which was originally deiigned 
only to deliver the churches of the eaft from the 
tyranny of the infidels. 

In the mean time the two grand mafters of the 
hofpitallers and templars, and moft of the grelates 
of Paleftine, wrote to the pope, acquainting him 
with the m'ferable and calamitous ftate to which 
they were reduced, by the emperor's not arriving 
in Auguft. The militia of the crufade, fay they, 

* Se() aliud fundamentum nemo poteft ponere, praeter illod quc4 
pofitum eft a Domino Jcfu, ac f^abUitHm. . Matt, Paris in Hear, 
111. A. D. 1228. p. 347. ct 348. 
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•which were come into Syria, to the nutnhcr of 
near forty thouf^nd men, are gone back into the 
w€ft, on board the fame fhips that brought them : 
there are only about eight hundred knights 
that {lay behind, and thefe all demapd leave to re-, 
turn, or iofift that we break the truce. A council 
virzs held upon this occafion ; and the Duke of 
Liaiburg» who commands here for the f^mperor. 
tRras of opinion to begin the war again ; but it was 
argued, that this would be a dangerous undertak- 
ing, with forces fo much iniFerior to thofe 
of (he Saracens ; ahd that withal it was not very 
honourable to break a treaty which had been con* 
£rmed by the moft folepnn oaths. Thofe of the 
council, who were of the Duke's fentiments, re- 
plied that the pope having in general excommuni- 
cated allfuch of the crufade as did not actually re- 
pair to the Holy Land, though he knew very well, 
that the tnu:e was to laft two years longer, it was 
plain, that the vifible head of the church did not 
eicpe^ that they fhould keep it. HereupoQ they 
have refolved to march to Jerufaleni ; and in order 
to come the eaiier at it, and to facilitate the con- 
queft of that capital, they have determined to fe- 
cure Cefarea and Jaffa, the fortifications of which 
were afterwards to be rebuilt. 

The letter ended with very preffing inftances for 
new fuccours. Ihe pope inferted a copy of it in 
one of his letters, which he addrefled to all the 
chriftian world, bearing date December 23d, 
IZ27 ; from whence it is no difScult matter to con- 
clude, that it was his intention they Oiould break 
the Jtruce that had been made with the infidels. 

Iiv the mean time, he continued thundering a- 
gainll the emperor with more animoiicy 
tlianzeal; heeytn excommunicated him 1228. 
afreih upon Maunday Thurfday : But March 23,. 
the Roman barons, and all the people, 
fcadalized at the pope's pajQlon, and to fee him 
A a 3 treat 
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treat a chrlftian emperor, and king of the RoiQanr^ 
in fo fhameful a manner, sock up arms in his fa- 
▼our» 

The pontiflp, who faw with pain, that he was not 
maftcr in the capital of the chriflian world, retired 
to Perugia with air his court. The emperor was 
not faiisfied with only driring him out of Rome^ 
That prince, cruel and revengeful in his na- 
ture, ufed great feverities towards all whom he 
thought attached to the pope. The hofpitallers 
and templars, devoted to the intercfts of the holy 
fee, fuffcred cruel perfecutions from the emperor's 
officers in the dominions that he pofleffed in Italy *; 
they turned thefc knights, under various pretences^ 
out of the Ijfnds which they poffcfled, took all from 
them, even to their very flaves, and plundered their 
boufes. The emperor did not ftop here ; but, to 
make the pope feel the weight of his refentment,hc 
fent troops into his territories, who ravaged Ms^c^l 
d'Ancona, and the parrimony of St. Peter j and^ 
as if he had a mind to infult the power of the keys, 
he made ufe, in this expedition, of Sarazen foldicrs 
his fubjefts in Sicily, that their incredulity might 
make them proof againfl excommunication. 

This we learn from a letter of the pope's direft- 
cd to the bifhops of Apulia : *' That we might not 
** feem, fays the pontiff, to compliment men to the 
' ** prejudice of the church's intereft, we have pub- 
" licly excommunicated the ♦emperor Frederic for 
** not going to the Holy Land, or fupplying the 
** money and troops he had promifcd, and for 
•' ftripping the hoipitallers and templars of their 
«* poffeffions in the kingdom of Sicily. We fol- 
** lowed this excommunication with a genertil in- 
*' terdift upon all churches* where he fliall offer to 
.*• affift at divine fervice ; and i^, notwithftanding 

• Turn etiam quia templarios ct hofpitalarios bonis mobilibus, ct 
immob.libus quae habcbanc in regno^ temcre rpollbantr Rain, ad an« 

« our 
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" our juft inhibiiion, he does affift there, we (hall 
** proceed anew againft hini, as agamft a declared 
*' heretic. In fine, if he continues to dcl'pifc the 
** cenfurcs of the church, we (hallabfolve all ihofc 
** that have fworn fidelity to him of their oath, 
" particularly his fubjefts in Sicily, bccaufe, ac- 
" cording to the fentiments of Pope Urban II, we 
" are not obliged to keep faith with thofe that op- 
*^ pofe God and his faints, and defpife their com- 
*' maods/* A maxim dircftly oppofite to that of 
Jefus Chrifi, who faid, " That his kingdom was 
" not of this world, and that we muft render to 
" Ccfar the things that be Ccfar's." 

Yet, whether the emperor feared theconfequen- 
ces of thefe threats, or was apprehenfive that John 
de Brienne, 'who had made only a forced abdicati- 
on of the crown of Jcrufalcm, might get before 
^iai, and re-eftablifh himfelf on the throne o^ Pa* 
lefiine, he refolved at laft to fet out upon his voy- 
age thither. But before he embai kcd, to hinder 
the pope from taking any advantage of his abfence, 
Rewrote him word, that he had left full powers 
^i^h Rinaldo duke of Spoleto, to make an a* 
niicable determination of all difierences between 
iliem. The pope was far from approving a voy- 
age, that feemed to render the excommunicatioa 
null; and therefore wrote back to hum, that heex- 
pcfted he (liould not crofs the fca as one of the 
crufade, till he was abfolved from the cenfures of 
the church. But the emperor, not regarding this 
prohibition, embarked at Brundudum, and arrived 
happily in the port of St. John d'Acx'e, on Septem- 
ber 8th, A. D. 1228. 

Tlic patriarch with his clergy, the two grand 
makers of the hofpitallers and templars at the head 
of their knights, the magiftrates, and all the nobi- 
Hiy and gentry then in Acre, went to receive hkn 
at landing, witli all the marks of rcfpeft due to 
his dignity^ But orders coming aftcrwardj» from 

th« 
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the pope to the patriarch, to denounce him puS* 
lie] J excommunicated, with an exprefs injun^ion 
to the military orders not to obey him *, brother 
Guerin de Montaigu, grand mailer of the hofpital* 
lers, and the grand mailer of the templars aciing 
by concerr, refufed openly to join the army, if the 
emperor gave the word of command in it f. Tho' 
this prince had but eight hundred horfe, and (en 
thouiand foot, yet he took the field, and advanced 
towards Jaffa, the fortifications of which they had 
refolved ihould be rebuilt before they engaged in 
the ficge of Jerufaiem. The emperor, bcfidcs thcfc 
troops, was tikewife follow^ by the Teutonic 
knights, who, being bis fubjeAsy did not thini^ 
themfelves obliged to pay any deterence to the pope's 
orders. The hofpitallers and templars, though 
they would not join the body of the army, follow 

ed at a diftance, for fear the Chrifas 
1228. ihould fall into fome ambufcade of ihtSi- 

ra;sens. The emperor being veryfeniiblc 
how ncceffary their iuccour was to him, thought it 
bed ro diflemble a little in fuch a jun£luie. He 
conftnted to a negotiation; and after fcver&l 
expedients had been propofed, it was agreed, 
that, without mentioning the name of" the cmpc* 
ror, the council of war fhould iiTue out orders 
in the name of God and of Chriflendom X * ^^^ 
after this precaution, which the knights thouglit 
themfelves obliged to take, upon account of the 
pope's orders, they joined the army which marched 
without oppofition to Jaffa, and rcAored the foiti- 
fic'atioos ot the place* 

• Pr«hibenter 4)ooque hofpital arii, templarit ct AUmanoii illi it- 
tendere, vel in aliquo ob^Uire. Idem lib. 3 pat 11. c. la. p. 2^3* 

•f Chron. de Nangis. ad. an. 1252. ex. Spicil. torn. li. p* 5^'*. 

X Magiftri hofpitaiis fant^i Joi<nnis ct lempii rcf^xjnderor.f, qcii 
• fummo pontifice, et cui obedirc volebant, erant probibiiici obft<l*' 
vcl parere^ prou ilitatt tamen tcnaE ct populi chrifiiani pa i i c'*"^' 
Juxta alios perger. , dummodo pratccpta vcl banna « p«jrtc fua flul> 
teciis proclamaMfitor. ' Sanat ibid, 

After 
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After the emperor's departure, Rinaldo moved 
for an audience of the pope to treat of peace ; but 
the pontiff refufcd to hear him : fo Ptinaldo conti- 
nued to make war upon the pope's fubje^ts, pilla- 
ging the open country, and taking towns ; and it 
is reported, that in th^heat of action, and the 
tranfport that attends the carrying of places fword 
in hand, fome priefts and clergymen were killed, o- 
thers niaimed, and feveral hanged. 

** The emperor, fays the pope in one of his 
«* letters written to Cardinal Romanus, makes ufc 
•• of the Sarazens, his fubjcfts, to deftroy the 
** houfes of the hofpitallers and templars, who 
•*. have hitherto prefervcd what is left of the Holy 
*• Land with their blood *." He adds, that the 
templars having, upon a certain occaiioo, recover- 
ed, by force of arms, thecffefts belonging to them^ 
which the Sarazens had carried off, a lieutenant of 
the emperor's came up, v/refted them out of their 
hands by main force, and gave them back to the 
infidels : ** For, continues the pope, thofe knights, 
*' fo brave in their perfons, and fo terrible to the 
«* Sarazens, profefs by their inftitution, never to 
*« draw their fwords againft Chriftians f. This 
** lieutenant moreover turned them out of their 
** houfes, and took from them an hundred infidel 
*' fjaves, which the two orders had in the convents 
'* of the two Sicilies : it looks as if his defign was 
" to deflrroy the two orders, or at leaft to reduce 
** them to depend for the future entirely upon the 
** emperor." 

The pope, to oppofe fomething more terrible to 
the emperor than excommunications and manifefios^. 



^ Chti'lianis od!um exhibet iranifcftum ad exterminandas doniut 
hofpitalis et fratrum militiae tempH, per ^ua? reliquiae Terra Sanc- 
tx haftenus funt obfervatae. Malt. Paris« ad ftiin. 1228, p. 348. et 

349« 

f Ipfis nrn audentibus juxta ordinis fa! inilituta, maoum arma* 
tam Coatra ChiiiUanos erigert. Matt. Faris^ p. ibid* 

levied 
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levied two armi^y putting at the head of the firfl; 
Johp de Brienne* whom the emperor had forced lo 
abdicate the crown of Jerufalem ; the counts o( 
Celauo and Roger d'Aquila, fubjefts of Frederic 
but rebels againft him, an^l protected by the pope, 
commanded the other ; and in this war, the leader 
. of both parties committed uofpeakable cruchies, ^ 
if the pope's foldiers were afraid of being cucdoot 
in inhumanity by the Sara^^eas in the emperor's ar< 
my, 

Xhoqias Da^quin, one of the emperor's lieute- 
n9nMK» did not fail to give him advice of it. *^ ^^^ 

*' pope's troops, fays he in his letter, * burn 
1229. ^ villages, carry off the cattle, imprifon 

*' the inhabitants, and oblige them, by 
" force of torments, to ranfoa> themfelves. There 
•• is no fojrt of cruelty hut they exercifc it on your 
•' fqbjc£b, v?hhout conficiering that theycom^n^f 
** all tb§fe violences in the territories of a cb^i^ti^* 
** emperor, who is actually inarms for the defea ^ 
** of the Hply Land All the ckrgy of the cmprc 
** cry out, and demand with what confciencc Jbi 
** common father of vhriftians can make war on 
•* the firft pripcr. in Chriftendom 5 and whether b< 
** has iorgot ch^t when St. Jeter was drawing til 
** fword, our Lord ordered him to put it up" 
«* the icabbard, fayinp, whoever fmiteth with ih< 
<^ fword, (haii p?riih by tfee fword. Th< y ate a 
«* ftoniihed 100, how a p^ripn, that txcommuni 
•* caies robbers and incendiaries every day, can no^ 
«* thunder out the cenfures ot the church ^^;^ior 
*• the king of the Romans, Take proper mCiiin'^s, 
" fii'j fpr the fecuii y of your people, and with^^ 
*' of your own perlon ; for John-de Brienntf, ^\^^ 
•* refufe^you the apguft titl^ of emperor, hislh:ps 
** in readjnefs in moft of the ports of Italy, to iii^' 
«* pcise. you in your return.'* 

• MiiU Patis, ad an, i%%^, p. 353, 
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The cropcror had advice afterwards, by other 
letters, thar the pope's generals, after driving the 
imperialifts out <>f Marca d'Ancona, had forced 
them to retire into the kingdom of Naples ; that 
they had feized St. Germans, and mod of the o« 
Iher towns in that kingdom, as far as Capua. That 
the pontiff's emiflaries had prevailed with feveral 
towns ♦ in Lombardy to take up arms in his favour^ 
^tiat this new alliance made war upon fuch othet 
placts as ftill prelcrved their aUegiance to the cm^ 
pire, and that the pppe had fent a legate in their 
army,, who dire^ed all the fteps of it. This was 
the fource of the two factions fo remarkable in hr- 
•ftory by the name of Guelphs and Gibelins j thte 
£rik of which declared tor the popes^, and the other 
ranged themfelves under the banner of the em« 
pire. 

Frederic, enraged at this news, and regarding 
the pope no longer under any other notion ihan 
that of his mortal enemy, relblved to return in all 
hafte for Italy, to detend his own dominions* But 
that he might quit Paleftine with fome (hew of ho- 
notir, he caufed a report to be fpread abroad, that 
his perfon was iiot fafe, and that the hofpitallers 
and templars, at the pope's inftigation, were endea- 
vouring to deliver him up to the Sarazens. Thiii 
Matthew Paris, a contemporary hiftorian, relates, 
vruh more particular circumQances, and fays, that f 
the inhabitants of the Holy Land, and efpecially 
the t^n^plars and hofpitallers inftigated by the devil 
and the father of difcord, and urged by the re- 
vengeful'fpirit of the pope, gave fecret advice to 
the (uhan of Egypt, that the emperor was to go, 
out of devotion, to bathe in the river Jordan, and 
that he would perform the journey on foot^ and 

* Milan, Verona, Piacrnza, VercelH, Lodi, Aleiandria, Trfl»> 
vifo, Paduk, Vicenza. Tarin, Novara, Maatiia, Brdcia, Bologna 
Ct l^aensa. 

f .Matt* Paris^ ad.vn. 2229. p. 358. 
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with a fmall retinue, fo that he might eafily dif- 
patch him, or at Icaft feize his perfon : That the 
fultan, upon receipt of this letter, the feal of which 
he knew, conceived an utter abhorrence of the per- 
fidioufnefs of thefe knightSj and that, far from ma- 
king any ufc of it, that prince generoufly fent the 
letter to the emperor, who had already received fc* 
Teral intimations of this traiterous defign ; that his 
Imperial majefty diflembled his knowledge of itj 
till a proper time came to revenge the injury ; and 
that this was the true reason of the hatred he (hew- 
ed afterwards to thefe two military orders. It muft 
neverthelefs be owned *, adds Mi^tthcw Paris, that 
the templar$ were more blamed for this piece of 
treachery thap the knights of St. John. 

However that be, as the emperor wanted only a 
pretext of quitting the Holy Land without difho- 
nour to himfelf, he entered privately into a nego- 
tiation with the fultan of Egypt for a truce, vhich 
was concluded for ten years. He publifhed after- 
wards the conditions of it, which confided chiefly, 
as he faid, in the reftitution of Jerufalcm, which 
the fultan gave up to the emperor, with the citia 
Bethlehem,. Nazareth, Thoron and Sidon ; allow- 
ing him Jikcwifc tb« liberty of repairing the forti- 
fications of thefe places, and of rebuilding the walls 
of Jerufaiem ; which city was left entirely to his 
difpofal, except the temple^ which, with the court 
and inclofure about it, was to remain in the hands 
of the infidels, with the privilege of the free exer- 
cife of their religion in it. 

This treaty being executed, a great tiumbcr of 
chrinian families, upon the emperor's word, re- 
turned to Jerufaiem. Some monks, and even num, 
drawn by the holinefs of the place, took pofleBioo 

• Vernntamf n holpitalarii minorem noUm infaqsiae fuf er hoc facio 
cootraxeront. Mau. f aiis, ad ann. 1229. p. 357, 

I again 
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again of their convents, and began to repair them *• 
But it was not long before ihcy difcovercd the il- 
luilon of the treaty which Jiad notiiing real in it 
but a defign of amuliDg the ChriQians of the eafl, 
and impofing on thofc of the weft f- For the em- 
peror, in (lead of raifing again the fortifications of 
the towns, which hepieteodcd were yielded to him, 
thou{>h this was ncccflary to fecure the poffcffion 
of them to the Latin Llliriftians, rcjcfted with con- 
tempt the offers made him by the hofpitailers and 
templars, of contributing to put thofc places in a 
condition of defence : So they continued Hill dif- 
mantled, and confequently in the power of the in- 
fidels, who were then mafters of the field, with 
forces infinitely fuperior to thofe of the Chriftians; 
and the emperor having a^ed, as we may 
fay, this comedy in the eaffc, embarked in " i 229. 
the month of May, and arrived happily in 
his kingdom of Sicily. 

The war refunied a new vigour from the empe- 
ror's prefence. That prince, who was a great fol- 
dier, carried it on with better fuccefs than the pope's 
generals ; he drove them out of moft of the places 
they had feized in his abfence. John de .Btienne 
like ways quitted the command of the army of the 
holy fee, and returned into France to prepare for 
his voyage to Conftantinoplc, whither he bad been 
invited after Robert 4e Courtenay's death, to take 
care of the empire. The pope, defpairing to get 
the better of his enemy by tenxporal arras, had re- 
courfe to fpiritual ones, which he managed with 
much better fuccefs ; and, after renewing the ex- 
communication againft the emperor, he added this 
chufe'to u : ** And forafmuch as that prince, out 

I 

• Vide epift. GcroJdl p.itnarc. Hicr. idem ibid. 

•f Sibi frairibus templi tt htfpitalls pracfentantibus folemniicr et 
inftanter, <j od fi vcllet firmare, ficut prr m!f rat, civitarcro, ipfi ei 
quantum pcfliint coafilium et auxilium ad oaficieodum ccin;iar3rent. 
Matt. P.tris; ad ann 1229. p. 359. 
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** of a vifible contempt of excommunication, bas 
*' made no ftep of fubmiffion to our orders, wc 
•* declare all his fubje^ts abfolved of their oath of 
*< fideli'y to him.'* A terrible a-ttempt,. which au- 
thorized the revolt of all that were malecontcnr. 
The emperor, in fa 61, was (o terrified wiih it, that 
he ufed the interefl of feveral cardinals, and divers 
prelates, whom he catifed to come exprefs out of 
-Germany, to bring the pope to -a better- temper. 
The negotiation lafted almoft a year; and the van- 
. quifhed prefcribed terms to the vi<Storious fide. The 
emperor, before he could obtain peace, was 
1 230. obliged to f wear that he wouldfubmit to the 
pope's orders, without any- exception. He 
.was abfolved upon this condition ; and,' among o- 
ther articles, extorted from that prince, it wasfaiVj 
that he ihould, within the time prefcribed bimbj 
the church, repiirall the damages he had dpnew 
the orders of the hofpiiallers and templars; tb^^ 
he fliould pay the charge of the war, and reimbuvfc 
the holy father all the money he had been obliged 
to furnifh for the defence of the patrimony of St. 
Peter.* 

The emperor, to- get rid» of ^the excommonicau* 
on, whereof hedreaded theconfequenceSy fobfcrrbed 
*to all thefe conditions, and executed them, p^^"' 
cularly with regard to the hospitallers andrcmpl^rJ- 
But that prince,, retaining ali^nys a keen lefentmcnt 
againft thofe twoopd<?rs, had no- fooner received bis 
ab&luiion, than, under .one pretext or other, h^ 
began to perfectite,then> again. Henry de-Maui'^) 
lord chief jnftice of Hhc kingdom -of Sicilf* on 
both lides the Faro ^i*M<»{liiia, ftqucftered all tbcir 
effc^fts and poiIeili.'>ns 5- and, upon their compHi'"^^' 
the pope Tent a nimcip to Frederic, to demand la* 
tisfacSlion of him for thofe violent pi'oceed- 
^^3'- ings f. '• If you really .wiih, asyQuarco- 

• Rain, ad ann. 1230. t. 13. p. 405. n. 9, 
•f Idem ad ann. 1130. t. jr. p. 413, 
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^' bilged to do, . fays tine pontiff to him in his 
^* brief^ that the affairs of the Holy Land may 
*' go on profperoufly, far fit)m perfecuting the 
'' hoffncailers and templars, you otight to give 
*' your imperial protection to two orders, that, 
*' with infinite trouble, and continual fatigues, and: 
*' in the mklft of a thoufand dangers, to which 
" they are daily expofed, fupport that tottering 
" (late; dnd it is the mo(t efftdtual means to ren- 
*' der yoo both acceptable in the fight of God, and 
'* honoctrable in the eftccm of men ;" And the 
pOQtifi^ concludes his letter with conjuring him, in 
theoiAft preliing terms, to reflore the eftefls and' 
poiicffiQns that had been fa unjuftly taken from- 
the hofpitaliers of St. John and the templars. Frc« 
dcric received, the nuncio wcHr and promifed to 
kve a:grcat regard to the pope's recommendation; - 
but indf^cad of ttuit, though he was only the fub^' 
altern faverergn of the ifk, he renewed his perfc- 
ctuioos ; and,, to revenge himfelf on fuch of his 
Sici&^nt fubjcrdls, as^ dusingr his> excommujnicacion. 
fead'dfcdared. in favour of: the pope; the lord in 
whom the direft dominion was vefted, and fupremc 
fovereign to£ that kingdom, he obliged them to put 
outhccrofs; and,, by a fort of banifhmcnt, which 
he cloaked with the pretence of religion, and thar 
of fcccourirrg the Holy Land, he fent them away 
ihii lie r,> without ever^^llowing them to come back, 
or retnrn into their country, even after they had 
accomplifbcd. their pilgrimage. 

The order of St. John,, fliil fufiering under the 
perfccution of that prince, loftj this year, 
their grand^mafter Cucrin dc JV'lontaigu, a 1230. 
gentldnan of noble ex tra^ ion in the pro- 
vince of Auvci-gnc, but who by his virtues added 
a-^reater luflre to his family than he derived from 
it. The knights^of St, John,.afrcm- ^^ 
biing in chapter, chofe, in his flead, ^eutrand 
brother Bertrandf dc Texis, who, ^^ i^xis. 
B b a following 
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following the ftcps of his predcceffor, applied hiTi- 
felf as clofely to the affairs of the iiate, as to the 
government of the order. 

Palclline, which, from the time of John dc Bri- 
cnnc's abdicatioHp had been deprived of the prc- 
fence of its fovereign, was^ like a (hip without a 
pilot, toided continually by new tempei^s^ and muft 
infallibly kave pciiflicd, without the conftant fuc- 
icour of the hofipitallers and templars. I fay no- 
thing of the Teutonic knights, becaufe fince A.D- 
1226, the grcateft part of them were gone into 
Prullia ; the inhabitants of which, being idolaters, 
had entered into a barbarous war again ft the Clwi- 
Aians their neighbours, maiTacred the priefls at die 
foot of the altars, and put the facred vefiels to pro- 
fane, ufes. Conrad duke of Mazovia called in die 
Teutonic knights- to his aOidance, and, for a begin- 
ning of a fcttlement, gave them the whole tcrritor- 
ry of Culm, with all the lands they could conqaec 
from the infidels Herman de Qalza, * maftcr oi 
the order, deputed one of his knights, named Con- 
rad de Lanfberg, to conclude this treaty, which was 
iigned by three bifhops of the country, Gonther 
o^ Miizovia^ Michael of Cujavia, and Ghriftian of 
PruiliK Hereupon the Teutonic knights went in- 
to thofc northern provinces, where, in a continued 
fcries of wars, they acquired fucccffivclyan 
1232. entire fovercignty to themlelves, the royal 
and ducal Pruffia, Livonia and the dutchies 
of Courlmd, and Semigallen, all provinces of a 
vaft extent, and fufB:ient to form a great kingdom. 

From what we have now faid it appears, that 
the defence of the Holy Lind was kft only in the 
hafids of the hofpitallcrs and templars. Tht: epa- 
peror indeed, who was very fenfiblc that that little 
Hate could not fupport itfelf, had, before his de- 
parture, promifcd the two grand mailers, and the 

♦ Pufburg, chron, PittfT. part 2, c' i. pE, 28.. 

principal 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



KN:IGHT?S of MALTA, 293 

principal lords of: the country, that he wouldi ac 
his rettirn home^.fonda conlidcrable body of troops; 
thither^ and maintain theai; at his o%vn e}cpenGe;< 
Ho gave his. vrord likewife to fend thither prince 
Conrad:hir'fcm, to; whom the kingdom of Jei^ufa-^^ 
h^ni- belonged in right of the empi^fs Yolant his 
mother, daughter to^John de Brienne, and theprin- 
cef^ Mary. But that pr4nce« being,, at his return^, 
taken up' with the defign ot cftabhfliing' the impc*' 
rial authority over all baly, referved his whole force 
for the execution of that great project, and fcemcd 
tr> have entiflely forgot' the intercfta 06 Paleftinc*. - 
The princefs Alice; half fifter by the mother's fijde * 
to cfueen M^ry, being; as well as the latter, the iiTue 
of queen Ifabel-of Jerufalcm, and at this time wi- 
daw oi Hugh de Lullgnan king of Cyprus^ pafTed 
intO'Syria^- in. hopes of tBaloing an advantage o£ 
the entpeiaDp's abfence at fuch a-dif^ance, and de- 
manded the orown of Jcrufalem *. Btit whatever 
ili'treatstient the two- military orders had received 
ftcMO' tl^ emperon^ the two grand mailers oppofed > 
the pretenfions of this princels, and^told her, thac 
nothing' but prince Conradfs death or voluntary ab- - 
dicatioO) could give her any right to the crown. 
The emperor having advice o^ thefe notions, and 
fbaring'leaft the queen dowager of Cyprus (hould ' 
aft la<flr gaifi over the two oixiers to her intercfts, 
fent^abody of German troops into- Palcftine, and 
put over them svs his lieutenant Rishard Fitz Auger 
zAarlhal of his army. . This general^ landing ac 
Acre, in^ad of mild and pacifying meafures, and 
inftead 06 endeavouring* ta render his mafler's go* 
vernnient and his own authority agreeable 
to (hV inhabitants, of the town, and the 1232/ • 
lords of the country, treated them with ex- 
coffive' i^igour, laid upon them impol^s unheard of 
before in Pali^ftine, snd' taxed the richeft citizens t« .. 

* Saaut. I. 3. c. 13, p. 214. 

f Idem, lib. f paft, ji, c. 13 • p. 214, 
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He deprived fome of their eftates» harafied others* 
and treated them all as he would have treated infi- 
dels in a conquered country. The inhabitants and 
principal nobility, after enduring,* for four of five 
years together^ all the opfMreffions that avarice^ fup- 
portcd by ab(blute power, could lay upon them, 
having lof^ (heir patience as well as their effefts, 
and, being left without any refourfe but their cou- 
rage» ran to arms, drove the Germans out of the 
town, and obliged them to take refuge in Tyre, 
the only place they had left, where John d'Hybc- 
lin, Lord of Berytus, and Jaffa, at the head of the 
gentry, prepared to befiege them. 

The emperor, furprized and alarmed at this 
news, had recourfe to the pope's authority^. defir- 
ing him to exert it in his favour, with the graod 
mafler de Texis, and the knights of St. John : 
And to regain the eflecm and coDfideoctf 
t2 v8. of that order, which he had perfecuted h 
long, he put the knights again in pofleifi- 
on of all the effedls and cftates he had fo unjufily 
taken from them* 

The pope, at this prince's inftancc, fcnt the arch- 
bifhop of Ravenna to the Holy Land, as legate of 
the holy fee, and gave him very prcfling letters to 
the grand mafler, and council of the order, where- 
in he exhorted them to ufe their prudence, and the 
• authority they had in Paleiline, to quiet tkefe dif- 
lorbances. The grand mafter, upon receipt of 
the pope^s brief, exerted himfelf to the utmoft for 
a reconciliation. By his own conduA, fupported 
with the power of his order, he brought matters to 
bear, and re-cftabliflied the emperor's authority 
in St. John d'Acre, and the other towns of Pa- 
leftine. 

The forces of the Latin Chrifiians being coafi- 
derably weakened in the Holy Land, by a viftory 
which the fultan of Aleppo gained about that time 
over the templars, the grand mafter of the hofpi- 
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tallers (ent his fumtnons^ and drew a great nuifliber 
of koights from the weft. There went, 
fays M^rihcw Parif , from the hofpitallcrs 1 239^ 
houfe of Cierkenwell in London, - a great 
number of knights with banners difplayed, preced- 
ed by brother Thcodric their prior, a German by 
nation, who fct out for the Holy Land, at the 
head of a confiderable body of troops in their pay, 
Thefc knights, fays he, paffing over London- 
bridge, faluted, with their capuce in hand, all the 
inhabitants that crowded to fee them pafs, and re- 
commended themfclves to their prayers *. 

Whilft the order was drawing out of Englaiid 
this fuccour for the Holy Land, it furniihed the 
Chriftian kings of Spain, who wei^e continually at 
war againft the Moors of the country, with a much 
more confiderable one. Don James, the firft of 
the i\ame, king of Arragon^ having driven the. 
Moors out. of the ifles of Majorca and Minorca, 
under took the conqueft of the kingdom of Valen- 
cia. He fitted put a flrong fleet, and' his land ar* 
niy confifted of above fiauy thoufand men. The. 
power of the kings of Arrogan never made To for- 
niidablc an appearance before. This mighty force, 
did not difcourage Zael king of Valentia,^the brav- 
ed of all the princes of the Moors ^ but as he had 
not an army ftrong enough to keep the field a- 
gainft that of Don James, he threw himfclf into 
his capital. The Chriilians foon inverted tbp place; 
He made a gallant defence; and, though befiegcd 
both by fea and land, the king of Arragon^ could 
not gain an inch of ground, but what coft.him the 
bravcft of his foldiers. The Moors made frequent 
falliesj in which there was always much bloodfhed* 
The fuccefs of the fiege grew every day more. and. 
naore doubtful : Don James, feeing bis troops di- 

* Fratres vero, inclinatis capitibus, hinc ct inde caputiis depofftis, 
»e omnium precibiw commcndaruat, Mattb. Paris, ad ann. 1A37. 
P* 444. 
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ifiinlfh, <^allcd in the ItefpitaHwrs of St. Jobrt to his- 
fuccour. Brother Hugh dc* FtMUjalqui-jr, caftcUaa 
of Krtipofla) and Heut'ena^r to tho grand master, 
arrived ih the c^m^^at tHe^ kead^'of SLCO^MetMe 
mimhcr of* S{ia*wOt' kttiglit«-; ^di t& mak«L this 
rtScdour ttW more <^rVU*aWe,- he had^ reinforced 
^^In- with two thotifattd* ft)<iei levied, at hisovm 
esrpente; among tbe vafFii^ of the order. 

It vras^nd liltld ikfsfadticm to the k^ng to- fee him 
jft^rlve fo \i^tll' attended. The ficgc Toon put on a- 
ne^ facei A Ifrudlibte! d^trl&tk>n'ran tlifroogh the 
Chriftian arnfiy. 1 he WnfSghts- diftinguifhed them- 
ik\¥es as'ufual'by thcifiiitrepidky, and carried fcve- 
f^ advanced' wot-ksl^ord' in band; Z^ael, ftraiten-' 
cd by the lofs of^thcfe pdfts, fKm himfcif i>p in the 
heai*t of the tow^v Iftf held out there fop fomc 
tlrfie Idrtgcr ; but; pireffed eit^ length- by want of 
proviOons, and haivin'g l^ the choit^eft of his\g«^ 
riferi, he dapkuflkted, and^fui^pe^idfei^ed- thfe place to- 
the king of Arragon. 'Thd refti of tiic kingdom 
ft^!owe3 thtf example ofi the* cupiral; every thing 
, ftll before the po^*W of tijfc conqueror, and the 
.crown of Valentia wtt>utiited tb- that of i^n^agoo. 
Dbn James publkkly acknowledged, that' he owed 
this important conquefl tb the valour oi the hofpi- 
tellers. He reconipi^nfed thetni like 2(''Ub€ral and 
genctowis prinec, with thtJ town df Ccrvierti, and 
a^l its dependedcie^, wkh A'fbola, ASiootcver, and 
the plairt oF St. Matthew, all which- hd gavte in ab- 
fdlutd property' xfo the order: 
' Burii-compenfesof fo'ctmfiderablffa' value, and 
which ierved a^ Vtbftimody of the it» valour, excit- 
ed afterwards the envy- and indignaiion oFthe neigh>- 
bouring bilhops ; for thr caA^Uan of £mpofta re- 
ceiving orders from the gj^and mafter, wiiote lieu- 
tenant he was in Af ragon, and' in the^ ^oeipality 
of Catalonia, to make a detachment from thence 
of the (ervants and vaflals of the order, for the 
peopling of ihofc towns, which were thcD full of 
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infidel iohabitants ; and this colony fetting up the, 
crofs, and refufing, in virtue of their ancient pri- 
vileges, to fubmit to the payment of tythes, . thcyr 
were ftrangely furprifcd to "hear, that the bifhops 
inflead of lending their aflidance for the converfi- 
on of the Moors that were left in thofc places, had 
laid a general interdift upon all the ccuntry grant- 
ed to the order by the king of Arragon. 

It was not wkhout great iodigpatioo that the 
pope received the news of. this invafion of Che pii- 
vilegcs granted to that military order by (o many 
of his predeceflbrs. He immediately took off that 
unjuft interdict I becaufe, according to the bulls of 
the fovereign. poatiffs, the order was fubjcft to no 
jurifdidlion but that of the holy fee, and he pade 
a decree, with fevere penalties annexed to it, tb^t^ 
no one for the future /hould difturb ther/ubjefts of. 
an order, the members whereof employed their 
fortunes and lives only for the defence of Chriden* 
dom. « 

Yet, in contempt of this folemn prohibition, the 
bifliop of St. John d'Acre began a frcfh djfpute 
*iih the knights of the eaft, upon the fubjeft of 
the right of tythes, under pretence, ths^t fince the 
lofs of Jerufalcm, and the fcttlemcnt of the order 
Jn Sr. John d'Acre they had acquired in that city, 
and in other parts of his diocefe, feveral kinds of 
poffclEons, that did not belong to the order from 
the firft times of its foundation. This prelate kept 
his defign and meafures fecret ; and, under a quite 
d)ffirent pretence, made a voyage and waited upoot 
the pope. He rcprefentcd to him, that the hofpi- 
talkrs, by means either of their conqueAs or ac» 
quifmons, fwailowed up all the revenues of the bi* 
&ops. He revived, at the fame time^ the bitter 
complaints that Foulcher, patriarch of Jerufalem, 
had made to Adrian IV. on account of the inter- 
difts and burials before mentioned ; and he con* 
eluded with bcfeechiog his bolinefs, to publish aa 

explanatioa 
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e9iplahati^(^ of h» predcceQ(ir's bulls, agreeable to 
the rights of bi(hdpfir,' aadfuth as ii»gbc fcrve to 
Iknit the privileges or the knigh*s. 

The pope referred the exatn'mation of ihefe^ 
grievanees to cardk>al J^mes^de P^corai-ia, to wliom 
that pontifl?':h'ad comnMited th'e'affiifS ofl^kftinc. 
The b'ifhop of Acfe laki before hint aJongmrmo- 
rial of thcfe gHcvantcs, in whkb the ' order of St. 
John 'wtai treated wUh -bo great tendcrncfsi^ The 
cardinal cottimunkated it* to brother Atidrew de 
^<>ggi^» ^^o i^eiided then at the court of Rome^ as 
pfrocurator general of the hofpitaUer?. That 
knight mamtain^d thts IntercAs of his order with a 
]^op«r zeai, and fhewed plainlyi that the blftfopof 
Acfe> under pretence of^ne<v' grievances, did 
riOfbing but revive the old- piretteofiorts of the cler- 
gy oi Pal«ftine, that had been' rejefted in the af- 
ftmbly of Kerentino. The 'pope, upon the eardf- 
nal's report of the cafe, referred the judgenrtem of 
it to the patriarch of Jerufalem, the archbifhopot 
Tytcv and the'abbot of St. Sawtfcld^Airre; 'fhe 
bifhop could not bare w4fti€dfdr*jttdgc» that' were 
ieis exccption^bte;. yet thfefe- prelates, thttm|^ imc- 
refted in the afiiir, bein^ whhtaU juftif fenfiblc, 
that : they fublifted'thettifelve* only* by the fuccour 
of ihefe knights, obliged their ct^lkgtxe to< dcfift 
fV6m his preteta^ons; 

Iknew not whether it be- to this prelate, or any* 
dthcr enemy of the orders that we' are to aferibe 
tfite' account giYcrt the pope abevtt*^ this time; that 
the hofpitallcfs gave thennfclves^ up' tb fhfameful ir- 
regularifies, and. that a* Gretk' ahd fchifmaiical 
prince, who was^a6loally at' wab" mth the Latins, 
wafe aifift'ed by them with- arms and horfcs. •Gre- 
gory IX. who wa% then in the chair of'Sti Peter, a 
pontifiPof a wartn and fiery- difpofition, wrote' im- 
mediately ahem' it- to tht grartti maftefr; and ihe 
whole-order, in tejr'nisdl6t;rtcd* by a fUrious zeal. 
The exiaahefs,. whichthe doty of a- faithful hiftori- 
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an requires, does not. aUow me to pafs over:, his 
brief io iileoce, cfpccially fincoit As recited at ieogih 
by the annalid of the c.UurcJi. 

*' iVVc have ^ heard • with .grief, jfays the- pope, 
'' that youl^eqp in yiC>jur,bQvJe$. women of a looie 
'' iife^ aod live difoixiet'ly^witih^ th^m ; thatyau are 
" no logger em«i£t in-Qbierv'mgyo^nvow.of.ipovcr*' 
*' ty ; -.and that fame /pamicut^r perfons) among 
" you enjoy rgreat eftatfs in / property ; diat, ia 
^^ cooHderanQQ. of anaaauai retribution, y^u pro- 
" te£l, without diflinflion, all that are ^.admitted 
" ioto your con^frateuaity ;• iliftt, under tbLis^pre- 
*^ te9cey:yoiir hou&s fiprye for taaafplum tOi>i:ob- 
" befs/ murdcrprs, andjtlieirctics,^ 1 that, in oppo^ 
" fuion to the intereftiof.ihe X^atin princes, you 
" have f|]rni(hed'armS(ai)dl hoi^ies , io Vatacias, laa 
'* enemy of Qod and the, eburch : that you:daily 
" retrench fomething of your ordinary alms;: that 
*' you alter 'thet-w^ls of futji as'die insyaur hoCpi- 
" tal, not witbRut^fufpicion.ofiiorgery,;. that, you 
*' allow no perfons-^^at are there? to eonfcf&.toany 
" prieftSj but ^hofc? of your .order, aeir foch A* you 
'* give falafiies .to. :Iti is pledged iikeways, , adds 
*' thefovcreign-ppn^iflf, <hat.many iX)f your bre- 
'* thKen are fuCpeited. ofrJ^eirafy ." 

Th^, pope,r«t the end of tUisiirief, exboct6./the 
grand mafter to corneAithefe great, abufcs, allow- 
ing hinp, for thatr end, oqjy, (Jbree months itime ; 
and iFit^bpj not dope vfithin fhatir tprm., by the fame 
bri4if,.fWhioh" bc^rs date Ma«9b tyh .12§8, he jor- 
ders.«t^e archbi^iop pfTyiTP,; to r^paic to thehsad** 
haqfe ot the order, .and, ia viitue. of the apoftolit 
cal aiy.hority, to fct, upi about, an .immediate refor-. 
maiion of that great body of ^n^litury friars, as wtU 
ia the head as io the mem hens. -^ 

It is not a little furprifing, after tfcc honourable 
teftimony ^hat Andrew king of Hungary, an. eye- 
witnefs,; faj^d, int 121:8, .given of the ;viriue of ihefe^ 
knights, tha\i we fii^d, -jn this.poutiff'sdbniefs, fuctt: 

grievous 
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grievous reproaches againft the order. Perhaps 
they might arife from the hatred and calumny of 
their enemies : perhaps too, and it is probable, the 
pope would not have made fuch a flir about them, 
if he were not convinced of their irregularities. 
So extraordinary a change in their houfes, if it be 
true, {hould.make the holieH: and ttoft audere fo- 
cieties tremble, when they refleft, that they may, 
in lefs than twenty years, degenerate from their 
primitive regularity, and fall into the mofl terrible 
diforders. 

Wiiatevcr be the cafe, as to the truth or falfe* 
hood of thefe accufations, it is certain, that in the 
fame age, and under the fame pontificate, the fpi- 
rlt of mortification and charity dill made an emi- 
nent figure among the hofpitallers, and feveral of 
the knights of thofe times are even now honoured 
as faints. 

Such arc the bleflcd Hugh, Gerard Mecati of 
Villamagna, Gerlimd of Poland^ all hofpitallers of 
the order of St, John^ who lived in that age, and 
deferved to he <:anoni2<d in the opinion, and by 
the anticipated fuffrages of the chrlflian world. 
• Thc^ btefled Hugh, preceptor or commander of 
the commandry of Genoa,' devoted himfelf to the 
lervice of the poor and pilgrims in the hofpital un- 
ncr his direftion. The verbal procefs of his life, 
drawd up after his deathrby Otbo de F'iefchi, arch* 
biihop of Genoa, upon exprefs orders from Pope 
Gregory. I X^ fay 9, that his life was one continual 
penance, • attended with fervedt prayers, and a 
boundlefs charity to the poor and pilgrims. Ac- 
cording to the archbifhop'ft account, he ne\^r eat 
meat ; his fail laA^d the whole year round, Sun- 
days only excepted. He always wore a long hair- 
Diirt, tied upon his flelh with an iron chain ; a ta- 
ble ferved him for his bed, and he placed it in a 
grotto below the hofpital on ihfe fide towards the 
tea 4 He paiKJ the uholc of the day, either in 
• ^ ^ Digitized bi Google prayer 
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prcycr, or in attendance On the ficfc ; and if any 
pilgnms came in, he wafhcd their feet, and kiffcd 
ihcm with profound humility. It was in a conti- 
nual pra^lce of thefe virtue9> that the blefled Hugh 
finiflied at laft the facrifice of himfclf. 

The blefled Gerard Mecati lived almoft at the 
fame time. He was born at Villamagna, a town 
about three or four miles from the famous city of 
Florence* He entered himfelf early in the order 
of hofpitallcrs, as a ferying brother, and difchar*- 
ged all the duties of his place with an ardent seal 
aod charity towards the poor. Having pa^d part 
ofhh life \n the hofpitals of the order, a defire of 
greater perfection, and the love of retirement and 
foiitudci made him procure the permifiioo of his 
fuperiors, to end his days in a defart. He ihut 
iiimfclf up in a poor cottage, without any 
cloaths, but a long hair cloth, or any food, but 
Wbs and wild frutrs. Paul Mimi, in bis treatife 
of the gentry of Florence, fpeaks of the bleflcd 
Gerard in thefe terms ; *• Gerard Mecati, a native 
'* of Villamagna, was a ferving brother in the il* 
" luftrious order of the knights of St. John of Je* 
" rufalem, and we may juftly call him a fecotid 
" Hilarion." It was about A. D, 1242, that this 
pious hermit ended his days, and was tranflated to, 
the fociety of the fairSts* 

Brother Gerland of Poland, others fay of Ger- 
many, knight of the order, who lived at the fame 
time, was no lefs illuilrious for his piety than his 
valour. He fpent part of his life in war againft the 
inridels4 His fuperiors feni him afterwards in the 
retinuf of the emperor Frederic II. to take care of 
the interefis of the order. He foon became an ex* 
ample to all the court ; and, having acquitted him- 
felf of his poft to the grand matter's latisffiflion, 
he retired, with his permiflioii, to the commandery 
of Calatagirona, where he fpcni the reft of his dayjl 
leading a life truly angelical. I ihall not infift dtk 
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his application to prayers, or his contiau^ aufteri 
tics, 1 {hall coofine myfelf entirely to the virtues of 
his condition^ and tholb of a true hofpitallei:* He 
was a father to the poor, a protestor of the wi- 
dows, a guardian to orphans, a general arbitrator, 
and amicable compounder of all differences ; all 
vhich examples prove, that at that time the fpirit 
of charity and love of mortification were not extinct 
in the order, as an unl&nown informer would have 
pcrfuaded the pope. As for that pontiff 's re- 
proaching the ho^iiallers with having fupplied a 
Greek Prince called Vatacius with arms and horfes. 
I can fcarce find any better grounds for this than 
for the other accufations, with which fome have 
endeavoured to blacken their charadler. All that 
the pope fays of this Vatacius, whom in hb brief 
-he ftiles an tjiemy of Gcd and the church, de- 
pends qn a train of events, which, with regard ro 
the hiilory I am writing, it may be proper to clear 
up. 

At the time of the laft revolution and diftur- 
bance at Cqnilantinople, \^hich.occa(ioned the ta- 
king of that capital of the empire by the troops of 
the crufacjf, fome Greek princes^ defcended moft 
of them from imperial houfts, to avoid fubmitting 
to the authority of the Latins, retired into diffe- 
rent provinces of tjie empire, cantoned themfelves 
there, and fet themfelves up for fovereigns. Jfaac, 
or as others call him, Alexi$> Comnenus went to 
found a new empire on the borders of Cappadocia 
and Colchis, the city of Trebi^und, fiiuated on the 
Black Sea, bein^ made the capital of it. T'he 
Frincefs Michael, and Theodore Comneni feized 
on the empire and Albania } and Theodoro Lafca- 
ris, the moft potent and formidable of them all, 
after having conquered the greateff part of Biihy- 
nia^ defeated the Turcomans that were in pofibiH- 
on of it, and killed the Sultan of Iconium in battle, 
with his own band. He aiTumed the imperial or* 

nameots 
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naments at Nic^^ with the title of Emperor, which 
heJeft to John Ducas his Ton in law, rumamcd Va- 
tacius; which would make one fu<pt£t, thai this 
prince was defcended of the imperial houfe of Du- 
ca* only by the female fide. 

Excepting the point of fchifm, he was one of 
the greateft princes of his age, wife, vigilan>, and 
indefatigable, always mindful of events, and on the 
watch to obicrve the ftate and difpofition of the 
kingdoms adjoining to his own. All thefe provinces 
afforded him fo many enemies. He looked upon 
the poffcffors of them, whether Chriftiaris or Ma- 
hometans, as ufurpers ; but, wife in the ordering 
of his defigns, he took his meafurcs fo well, that 
he never had but one enemy at a-time to oppofe. 
He fcarce ever wanted pretences to make war; and, 
if he did not carry it on with fnccefs, he was ftill 
icfs at a lofs for means to bring about a* peace. 
Thus to prevent the pope's fending of fuccouis to 
the Latin emperors of Conftantinople, he eftlfted 
a great zeal tor the union of the Greek ch.urch with 
Ac « atin, and carried the matter fo far, as to have 
conferences held upon the fubjtA in his own pa* 
hcc, wherein he affifted himfclf, and to encourage 
a complying and reconciling temper, afllimed the 
charafter of a difinterelicd mediator. It was by 
fuch a politic condu6t, as much as by his valour, 
that, after driving the Latin emperors out of A- 
Sa Minor, he carried his arms into Europe, and 
advanced td attack them, in the very centre of the 
empire., . 

Such was the famous Vatacius, wiih whom the 
hofpiyillers wereaccufed of holding corrcfpondencc, 
But ifwe rcflcd that this Greek prin(^ was often 
engaged againft the fame infidels, with whom the 
knights of St, John were continually at war, why 
fcould it be thought llrange, that in a common 
caufe, and as allies, they fhould affift that prince 
^^th hoifcs and arms : befides, as the hofpitalleis 
C c i had 
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had (erne houfes in Conftancinople, I do not (ce 
how i( can b€ imputed to them as a crime, that they 
kept fome meafures with Co powerful a prince, who 
was on the point of making himfeif mader of that 
capital of the empire. 

That empire, of which the princes of the crufade 
had made fo glorious a conqueft, bad, from the 
very, moment of their gaining it, loft much of irs 
ancient grandeur and power. B^fides the ifles of 
the Archipelago, of which the Venetians and Gc* 
noefc had made themfclves maders, we have feen, 
thai the marquefs of Montferrat, for his ihare of 
the conquefl, had TheiTaly and the adjoining pro- 
vinces erected into a kingdom, and that the Greek 
princes had quartered out» and difmembered that 
unfortunate empire. 

Baldwin, the firft Latin emperor^ wa» no fooDer 
acknowledged as fuch, than, impatient to fignalize 
his accefiion to that great dignity, he formed the 
iiege of Adrianople, the inhabitants whereof had 
made an infurreftion. Joanitzc, king of the Bul- 
garians and Walachians, who had revolted from 
the Greek empire, a prince of gi^eat valour, but 
cruel and barbarous, fearing the emperor might 
attack him in his turn, advanced to the relief of 
the befiegcd. He was at the head of a num^ous 
army, compofed of the Bulgarians and Walachians 
his fu^jeds, beiides fome Greeks, and even Turco- 
mans that he had in, his pay. Baldwin, upon. hi» 
approach, railed the fiege, advanced to meet him, 
and gave him battle. His troops broke through all 
before them: Baldwin, fired with, courage, and 
tranfported with the hopes of vi£l:ory, inconfiderate- 
ly abandoned hitnfe^f to the purfuit of an etjcmy, 
that fled wiTh art, and only to draw him into an 
ambufcade. The new emperor of Conftantinople, 
too far advanced before the body of his army, was 
furrounded at once by the Bulgarians and Wala- 
chians, who, cutting the troops that bad been abJc 

to 
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to follow hitn in pieces, took hini prifoncr. Joa- 
nifze kept him fbr fomc time in a dungeon, loaded 
with irons ; and wh<*n at lad he took him out, it 
Wis only 10 put him to a barbarous death. After 
ordering his Icg^ and arms to be cut off, they threw 
the unfortunate prince into a valky, where he lived 
three days expofcd as a prey to the wild bealls, who 
fed upon him. 

P/ince Henry his brother fucceeded him, and go» 
"v:rncd the empire with various fuccei's for thcfpacc 
of icn years. He is faid to have been poifoncd by 
tie Gret ks. This prince dying, like his elder brother, 
vviibout iffue, left the crown to Peier dc Counenay 
his brother-in-law, a prince of the blood royal of 
France. ' This new emperor, going to Conftanti- 
iiople, and pafling through the dom^pions of Theo- 
dore Comnenus, by virtue of a irc«iiy of alliance 
made with that prince, was fcized in the mountains 
of Alba'nia,' and the perfidious 'Gretk put him to 
dtatb. The crown defcendtd of right to l^hilip 
count of Namur, eldeft Ton to the eniperor Peter ; 
hut that young prince, in all probability, preferring 
a quiet principality, and a fure dominion, to a tot- 
tc.ing throne, and the empry title of emperor, re- 
figned his right to prince Robert his brother, who 
airived.at Conftaniinople at the latter end of the 
year 1^20. He had all his reign two formidable e- 
nemies to encounter, John Ducas, and Theodore 
Comnenus, the cruel murderer of the emperor his 
f.ithcr; who, without adling in concert, took from 
him, each on his rciptdivt lide, moit of the places 
that covered Conftantinople. A third enemy, and 
a much more dangerous one than the two former, 
rofe up to complete his misfortunes. There was hi 
Conftantinople a young lady of admirable beauty, 
originally of the province of Artois, and daughter 
to Baldwin de Ncuville, a knight that was prefent 
at the takit^g of Conftantinople. This lady was on 
the point of being married to a young Burgundiaa 
C c 3 lord. 
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lord, with whom flie was already contraded. Hct 
relations prcfcnting her to the emperor for his con- 
fcnt to the marriage, tHc youog prince was fmitten 
with her fingular beauty, a violent paffion feized 
him, and, though he was feniible that young Neu- 
ville was engaged to a lord of his court, yet, hav- 
ing no other way to make himfelf cafy, he refolvcd 
to marry her. I he mother and daughter, dazzled 
on the other hand wifh the luftre of a crown, flight- 
ed their firfl engagements, and the mother conduc- 
ted her daughter to the emperor's bed. Sanutfajs 
expreisly, that he was married to hec. Baldwin 
d\\verne Teems on the contrary to inhnuate, that 
the prince enjoyed her on eaficr terms. Be that as 
it will, the Burgundian, that was to marry the 
young lady^ did not hear of his misfortune till it 
was too late lo prevent it. The injured lord calls 
together his relations and friend-^, and demands 
their afliflante againft a prince whom he 'cal/ed a 
tyrant. Thofc gentlemen all efpoufe bis caufc, 
and, with un amazing boldnefs, break into the pa- 
lace by night, and ftize the mother and daughter. 
The mother was put into a fack, and thrown into 
the Tea, and the confpirators, after cutting oSthe 
nofe and lips of the daughter, retired. The em- 
peror flattered himfelf, that he ftiould find the reft 
of the lords of his court ready to revenge fo hor- 
rible an infolence ; but, to his great furprize, he 
heard that Tome of them were adlually concerned 
in it, and that the reft did not fcruple to own, thai 
they would have done as much, if they had fuffer- 
ed the like vry ng injufticc. Robert, enraged to 
fee hinilelf del piled by his (uDJedt?, and to meet 
with domertic enemies that fui pafled barbarians and 
ftrangeVs in cruelty, took fhipping tor Italy. He 
was not without hopes oF procuring a powerful fuc- 
cour from thence, and returning into his domini- 
ons at the head of an army, th.K would ftrike ter- 
ror into bis enemies, and command the reipc<St of 

bis 
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his fubjefls ; but« after wandering through feveral 
countries^ he died at laft upon the road, through 
cxcefs of grief, unable to iurvive the infolent and 
contemptuous manner in wiiicb they had treated 
him. 

Never was the empire in fo deplorable a condi- 
tion: over run with divifions both within and with- 
out, and attacked on ail lides by mighty enemies^ 
it had no refource.left, nor anyfucceflbr in the Im- 
perial throne, but the third fon of Peter de Coiir- 
tcnay^ called Baldwin JI. a young prince, hardly 
nine or teq years old, and coniequently incapable, 
by bis 9ge, to govern the (late, elpecially in fo ter- 
i^ible a juncture. 

In this difmal iituation, the French lords of Con- 
Aantinople had recourfe to John de Brienne, for- 
merly king of Jerufalcm, conftituting him regent 
and protestor of the empire ; and, to engage him 
to undertake the governtaenr, they conferred upon 
him the very title of emperor, to enjoy it during his 
life, but without prtjudice to the rights of the law- 
ful heir, agreeable to an old cuftom ufed in France, 
where the tutors and guardians of young noblemen, 
in their minoiity, are fliled lords of their eAateS, 
and hold them as fuch of the fupreme lords. 

John de Brienne repaired to Conftantinople, took 
upon him the government, repulfed and defeated 
the emperor Vatacius and.Azen king of Bulgaria, 
who threatened Conftantinople with a (iege. But, 
as that prince was then above- fourfcore years 
old, the empire could not reap all the advantages 
they might have jui^ly cxpeAed from his valour and 
long experience in the conduct of armies, if he had 
been lefs advanced in age. Every one's thoughts 
wei^e now tc:keu up with diimal prefages of the 
ihort duration ot the empire of the Latins. 
Young Baldwin him'elf was even obliged to travel 
into Italy, and other kingdoms of Chridendom, 
with John de Bethune his governor^ to implore 1 uc- 

cour. 
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cour. All Afia had their eyes fixed on the em- 
peror Vatacius, a prince of the greatcft power and 
abilliics that had been for a long time upon the 
throne of the great Con/lantine. He wanted no- 
thing io a manntr hvt cbe capital, and it was not 
doubted but he would fonn make himfclf m after cf 
that. The Chrifti;ins, poflcfled with an high opinion 
of his valour, looked upon him as the only prince 
capable of maintaining ihem in Paleftine. 1 kno\r 
not whether the regard the hofpitallcrs (hewed thit 
great prince, were imputed to thtfe fentirfients of 
eftcem they had for him ; but, certain it is, that 
the reproaches it drew upOn the grand maAer from 
the pope, made fo deep an impnfliDti on him, that 
he was inconfolable ; and the milerable condition 

to which he fa w the Holy Lnnd reduced, 
1240. without fuccour, without troops, and 

without a fovereign to command them, 

gave the finiihing ftroke to his life, fnhis 
GuERlN. fteadwas chofen brother Guerin orGux- 

rin, whofe furnamc and country we are 
entirely ignorant of: 

We only know, that he was inrruf^ed w'th the 
government of the order in difficult times. Pa- 
lelline was then deftitute of its fovereigti's prefencc, 
and in no fubicftion to his rrprcfenratives. The 
hofpitallers and templars, the whole force in a man- 
ner of the Holy Land, were like wife unluckily di- 
'vidcd on account of fome treaties wh'eh each of 
them had feverally made with diflfcrent infidel prin- 
ces. 

Thibaud V. of the name, count of Champagne, 
and kmg of Navarre in right of Blanche or Na- 
varre his mother, mad^e about thai time an ^pe- 
dition into PalclKme at the head of a crufade ; but 
their ill fuccefs, and he lots of the battle of Gaza, 
obliged him afterwards to conclude a 'truce with Na- 
zer emir of Carac. The templars wprc the perfons 
that negotiated this treaty, which the king of Ni- 

varrc 
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rarre figned out of an impatient deiire to return 
home; and thoie knights made likewire a league of- 
fenfivc and dcfenfivc with that infkJel prince, againft 
the fultan af Egypt, but the hofpitallers rcfufed to 
be comprehended or concerned in itj either becaufc 
they found the treaty difadvantagcous, or becaufe, 
as they cootplained^ the templars had carried on this 
negf)tiatk>n without their knowledge or confcnt *• 
The king of Navarre, receiving advice^ thatRich- 
ard earl of Cornwall, brother to the king of Eng^ 
landy was on the way, and expeftcd every moment^ 
embarked in great hafte with the remains of hla 
crufade, to prevent the Engliih prince's being wit- 
Befe to his difgracc* Richard, upon his arrival, 
found, that the emir of Carac, who in iome mea- 
fure was dependent on the fovereign of Damafcus, 
had it not in his power tQ maintain the truce. That 
prince, therefore, at the head of the crufade ad- 
vanced inwmediaiely up to Jaffa, where he gave ai\* 
dience to. an envoy from the foltan of Egypt, then 
adtualiy at war with the fukan of Damai'cus, who 
came to offer him another truce. Richard con fen ted 
to it, with the concurrence of the duke of Burgua-^ 
dy, count Gauhicr de Brienne, nephew to John 
dc Brienne king of Jerufalem, the grand mailer of 
the templars, and part of the lords of the country; 
and it was flipulated by this treaty, that the infidel 
prince £hould order all the Mahometans out of ]^-* 
rufalem that were fettled in it j thar he fhould re«* 
ftore Bethlehem, Nazareth, and fcveial villages and 
cables, neceflary to lecure the road to the capital of 
Judea ; that all prifoners fhould be releafcd on both 
fides ; and that the Chriftians fhould be at liberty to 
rcbuftd the fortifications of Jerufalem, and theothec; 
placea yielded to. them f . The Englifh prince,^ 

• PriBdiifVa cnim treuga procurationCrtempUrjorum firma eft,, hof- 
JMtalariorum minime intcivieniemc confenfu. Sanm. 1. 3. p. 216. 
^ f Lite.ae comitis Ricbardi, cendnentcft rummam. fuw ueregrina^ 
^omi« M. £arisio Hcn« llLrnd ajin. xa4i. p. 566, ec 567. 
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though he did not perform any military exploits, 
yet concluded this treaty, which was no lefs ufeful, 
and was executed before 'hi» departure : but the 
templars, out of fpleea to the hofpitallers, refufed, 
in their turn, to be comprehended in it;"fo that 
whilft two truces were on .foot, the templars and 
hofpitallers continued each in a flare of war, the 
one againft the fultan of Damafcus, the other a- 
gainfl the fuhan of Egypt; and thefe difienOons 
would have been fatal to the ftate, if thofe fultans, 
and moft of the defcendents of Sal^dine and Safa- 
dine, had not been divided at the fame trine hj civif 
wars. It was owing entirely to thofe intcfline di- 
fturbances of theirs, that the Latin Chriftians faw 
themfelves at lad the mafters and fole rahabit^nts 
of Jerufalem. The patriarch came back thither 
with all his clergy ; the churches were reconfecra- 
ted; the holy facraments were :adminif);ered thcnf, 
with in6nite fatisfadlion ta all that were prefent, and 
the grand mafler of the hofpitallers carried the pa- 
triarch all the money that was in the treafury of 
the order, to contribute tp rebuild the walU of the 
hofy city. 

The work, howeyer, notwithftanding all the 
hands employed in it, advanced butflowly, and they 
had fcarce thrown up fome flight entrenchments, 
When Paleftine was overflowed with a deluge of 
barbarians, called Coraimins. They were a people 
lattly come out of Perfia, and defcendcd, as it is 
faid, from the ancient. Parthians ; at leaft they 
inhabited their country called Yrac Agemy, or the 
Perfian Hyrcania. Others place them in Coiivar- 
Ifcem i>car Carafan ; but it is a queftton, whtther 
thefe Corafmins were not originally natives of the 
kingdom of Carifme, which Ptolemy calls Choraf- 
mia, from whence thefe barbarians, being moft of 
them fliepherds, and without any fixed abode, 
might have pafled into fome of the provinces of Per- 
fia, However this be, they were involved in the fa- 
mous 
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mous rcvolurion, that happened twenty years before 
in the Higher Afia, which Genchizcan, the firft 
emperor of thq old Mogul Tartars, .reduced under 
his powgr. 0£lay, fon to Genchizcan, and fuccef- 
for to that conqueror, or elfe prince Keiouc his 
ion, caan or great cham, others Uy, Tuly, Gen- 
chizcan 's third fon, who had Perftji fprhk portion^ 
being incenfed againft this people, who bad killed 
fomc of his officers that were levying taxes, of, them, 
drove them out of his dominions. 

Thcfc people, pagans by religion, cruel and. bru-^ 
tal in their nature, and barbarians above all that 
ever bore the ch^raftcr, roved up and dov^^n in dif- 
ferent countries, without being able to find any fix- 
ed and fecurc abode, or any prince that would (uf 
fer them. in his territories • : odious to the Maho- 
metans as well as Chrif^ians for their robberies and 
cruelties, they were looked upon as the common 
enemies of mankind. The fuhan of Egypt, how- 
ever t, to revenge himfelf on the templars for the 
league they had made with hb enemies the fultant 
or emirs of Damafcus, Carac, and £meflai advifed 
Barbacan, chief and general of the Corafmins, to 
fall iqto Palcftinc, reprcfcntiqg to him, that the 
conqueft of it was eafy J, the places difmaoded^ 
and open on all fides, that there were few troops in 
the country, and diviiion among the leaders: hC 
enforced thefc arguments wi|h confiderable prcfcntsj 
with, the promifeof a mighty fuccoi^r, and an.af- 
ftirance of joining his army with a bpdy of his own 
troops. 

This was more than was necefi!ary, to determine, 
a favaoe and barbarous people> who were 
feeking, with the point of their fwords, a 1243. 
country to inhabit, and had already pene- 
trated into Mesopotamia ||. Baibacan marched 

* B^.bliotbeque crtentale. p. looT. 
f M. Parts 44 4inA. T244. p.- 6 jS* - 
t Joinvillc \U dc S. Louis, p. 98. 1 Saaut. p. 17. 
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thence immediately, at the head of twenty thoufand 
horfe, and fell into Paleftine before they had the 
lead news of his expedition. Hue the cruelties of 
this nation, and their burning all before th^n, foon 
gave notice of their coming. Jcrufalcm was ftil! open 
on all fides ; the grand mafters of the hofpital and 
temple were then in it, but had fcarce any troops 
with them. In this furprizing jun^ure, they 
thought they had nothing to do> but to convoy the 
inhabitants to Jaffa» a place fortified and in a con- 
dition of defence, and afterwards to take the field, 
and draw out all theh: forces to oppofe the enter- 
prizes of the infidels. The inhabitants in general 
quitted Jerufalem, and followed the Icnights, ex- 
cept a fmall number, who were loth to leave their 
houfes, and threw up haftily fome weak intrench- 
ments in fuch places as were mod expofed. In the 
mean time, the Corafmins arrive, force thefe en- 
trenchments, break into the city fword in hand, 
deftroy all before them with fire and fword, with- 
out difiin£tion either of age or fcx ; and, to de- 
ceive the Chriftians that were fled, they planted 
ftandards with the crofs upon the towers. Thofe 
that were marched out before, having notice that 
the crofs was ftill to be fcen planted on the walls, 
felt an infinite rdgvet for having abandoned their 
houfes with fuch precipitation ; and fancying that 
the barbarians had turned their arms another way, 
or had been repulfcd by the Chriftians that were 
kft in the city, they returned back thither in fpiie 
of all that the grand mafters could fay, and de- 
livered themfelves up to the fury of the barbarians, 
who put near fevcn thoufand of them to the {jyord, 
A company of nuns, children and old men, who 
had run for ihelter to the holy fepulchrc, and the 
church of Calvary, were facriiiced in the very place 
where the Saviour of mankind was pleafed to die 
for their falvation, and there was no fort of cruelty 

I aiid 
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and profanation that theie, barbarians did not aA 
in the holy city. 

The templars in the mean time having advice, 
that a detachment of the fultan of Egypt's troops h,ad 
joined them, called in the fultans of Damafcus and 
Etnefla, who were his enemies, to their fuccour *. 
Thcfc infidels fcnt them four thoufand horfe, com- 
manded by Mucha, ons of their generals. The 
lords of the country, making their vhSaIs and the 
militia take arms, joined the Chriftian army. There 
pafled at fir ft feveral (kirmiihes bttwcen the two par- 
ties, in which th'c Coraimins, though fuperior in 
number, loft more men than the Chriftians. 

At laft, by the patriar<;h's precipitation, contrary 
to the advice of the principal officers, they caaic to 
a general engagement. The Chriftian army was 
drawn up in three bodies. The grand mafter of 
the hofpitallers, with the knights of h s order, and 
fuftaincd by Waller lil. count of Jaffa, and ne- 
phew to king John, commanded the left wing : 
Moucha, at the head of the Turcomans, command- 
ed th^ right, and the templars, with the militia of 
the country, were in the centre t* They fought 
on both £des with the fame courage and inclinati- 
on ; but there was a vaft inequality in their num- 
ber. The Corafmins had ten to one, and, to make 
the difadvantage ftill greater, as fodn as the armies 
were engaged, moft of Moucha's trOops, either out 
of cowardice or treachery, quitted their ranks, and 
fleil. 

The Chriftians, refolving either to vanquifti or 
die, feemed not at all difcouraged, nor gave ground 
on this occafion : the battle lafted two days : the 
knights of the two orders made prodigious efforts 
of volour, but at laft their ftrength being quite 



Kpift.Fred. Imperatoris. Matt. Paris in Hen. III. p. 618, 
loinville vie de S. Louis, par du Cange, p 59, 

^OL, I. D d ' fpenf. 
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fpent, and overwhelmed with the multitude of the 
enemy, they were all in a manner either killed or 
taken prifoners : there efcaped out of this general 
daughter, only twenty fix hofpitallers ; (fome ac- 
counts fay but fixtccn), thirty three templars and 
three Teutonic knights : the two grand mafkers of 
the holjpitalkrs and templars, and a cotnmander of 
the Teutonics were killed at the head of their com- 
panies. The hofpitallers not long after chofe for 
their grand mafter brother Bertrand 
Bertrand de Comps, an old knight, whofc 
DE CoMPS^ valour and experience railed him to 
the fame dignity, which a gentleman 
of his name had formerly been invefted with *. 

This general defeat completed the cala* 

1243. laities of the Holy Land. The emperor 
Frederic, in a letter dire<Sted to the Earl of 

Cornwall his brother in-law, laments this fatal dzj, 
and lays the blame of it on the templars, whO} af- 
ter breaking the truce, which he had made^ as he 
fays, by the hofpitallers advice, with the fultan of 
Egypt, trufted too implicitly to the fuccours and 
promifes of the fultan s of Damafcus and Carac f. 

Brother William de Chateauneuf, preceptor of 
the hbfpitallcrs of St. John of Jerufalem, and af- 
terwards grand mafter of the order, in a letter 
which he wrote to the feigniorde Merlai, attributes, 
in like manner, this bloody invafion of the Coraf- 
mins, to the league made with the fultan of 

1244. Damafcus, againft his enemy the fultan of 
Egypt ; and, according to this kuight's ac- 

♦ Joinville, vie de S. Lous, p. 100. 

"^ Dum prxter idem quod tcmplarlorum fuperba religio, et ^oortge- 
nariorum lerrse Barorum delicsis educata fupetbit, Soldanum Baby- 
lo'niae ad evocandum auxilium Choerrtiinorum per bellum ifflprobum 
et improTifum cotgerunt, noftro regie fcedere parvi penfo, quod nos, 
una ciitp convenru et magiOris dnmorum San^i Joannis el Sar£lj 
Marias Tcutonicorum, nonii..c noftro contraxetamu*. Epift. Fred. 
Imptrat. de depopu'.atioLC Tcriae San^tae, Matt. Pati&, ad. ana. 
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count of that bloody battle, in which he himfelf 
was prefent, the two grand mafle^^s were killed in 
it, and none of the hofpitallers got off but himfelf 
and fifteen more, to lament, fays he, the fate of 
thofe who died for the defence of the holy places 
and that of the Chriftians. 

Both indeed were a real obje^l: of compafSon. 
This order, once (b fiourifhing *, was now in a 
manner deftroyed, and the Chriftians, to whom the 
templars and hofpitallers ufed to ferve for a defence, 
ivere now left without any, and forced to immure 
thcmfelves within the town of St. John d'Acre,- 
while the Corafmins encamped in the plain two 
miles from the place, ravaged the open country, 
burnt the villages and towns, and either murdered 
the inhabitants without mercy, or carried them off 
into a miferable flavery. 

But God, who, at the time appointed by his mer- - 
ey, revenges his children upon the minii^ers he 
made ufe of in his wrath, fuffered diiTeniions to 
rife up among thefe favage creatures ; mod of them 
killed one another, and the wretched remains of 
thefe barbarians being difperfed in the country, 
were knocked on the head by peafants. In a word, . 
they were all deftroyed, even to their very name, 
which, fince that time, is no where mentioned in 
hiftory t« 

The lofs fuftained by the hofpitallers againft thefe 
barbarians did not cool their zeal and courage. 
We have obferved, that thofe knights made head 
in all quarters againfl the infidels, and never failed - 
to appear wherever the Chriltians made war againft 
them. Spain, Hungary, and the principality of 
Antfoch, received new advantages from tkefuccour 
of their arms. Hugh de Forcalquier, caftellan of ' 

* £pi(l. AebiHs praelatorum Terrs Sandae ia Matt. Paris, ad aon. 
1x44. lib. 3. p. 631. 

-f £t factum eft ur de fnb coelo nomen eoiam peiiitus deleretur, adee 
^uod nee corum vcftigia apparuerint. Matt. Faris,ad. anR.'i347> 

D d 2 £mpofta,.. 
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Empofta, was conftantly in the army of don James 
kintr of Aragon. He appeared at the head of all 
the knights of that kingdom at the fiege of Xatira ; 
and the hiftorian of Arragon obfcrves, that a knight 
of St. John, called Don PedrA de Villaragut, diftin- 
guiftied himfelf there by adVions of furprizing valour. 

The knights of Hungary rendered no lefs emi- 
nent fervicts to their country again ft the Tartars, 
who, at that time ravaged Tranfylvania, Hungary 
and Poland. Pope Innocent IV. wrote to them, 
io the moft preffing terms, as may be fcen by bis 
brief of the eighth of the calends of July, in the 
fifth year of his pontificate. Thcfe noble war- 
riors took up arms immediately, and, joining the 
Frangi{^ani, who were then lords of Dalmatia aod 
Croatia, they drove thefe barbarians out of Hun- 
gary, brought king Bek>, who had been forced to 
quit his dominions) back in triumph^ and refhced 
him on the throne. 

Such important fervices did not fail of a fbitibU 
recompencc ; and, befides new privileges conferred 
upon them, this prince, who was fon to king An- 
drew before-mentioned, walking in the fteps of his 
father, granted lands and manors to the order, be- 
ing perfuaded, that he thereby acquired fo many 
brave warriors to his kingdom, and illuftrious 
defenders to his fubjedls, who were often ex- 
poled to the incurfions of the infidels. It is thus 
the hiftorian Of Hungary ex prefles himfelf on this 
occafion, calling the hofpitallers by anticipation ihe 
knights of Uhodes, though they did not take that 
name till an age after this event. 

Whilft the knights were thus employed in Hun- 
gary againft the Tartars, the prince of Afitioch 
was attacked on a fuddeoj by the Selgeucidian 
Turcomans, who, an age before, had quitted 
their defcrts, ehofen thcmfelves leaders, and over- 
run at the fame time feveral countries of Afia, aswc 
have obfcrved in the beginning of the firft book. 

The 
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The prince of Antioch^ furprized at this unex< 
pedled Invadon; had recourfe to the military or- 
dersy the ufual refuge of all the Latm Chridians. 
The two grand mafters took the field, with rhe re- 
mainder of their knights, and drawing out likeways 
the troops which they had in pay, marched direct- 
ly againft ihe infidels. The fight was long and 
bloody; the number of the Turcomans, who were 
brave foldiers, balanced the ufual effe^s of the va- 
lour of thefe knights. Brother Bertrand de Comps, ^ 
grand mailer of the hofpitallers, full of indignation 
at a refinance he was not ufcd to meet with, throws 
himfelf into the midft of the enemy's fquadroos, 
breaks them, and puts them to flight. But in this 
laft charge he received fo many wounds, that he 
died foon after, and the order chofe for bis^ fuc- 
ceflTor brother Peter de Ville- 
bride, a knight highly efteemed P^tbr dp.' 
for his piety and valour. They VitL£BRix»E. 
could not have made a better- 1248. 

choice, efpecially in relation to a '^ 
new crufade, , which St. Louis, king of France, - 
was to head in perfon^ and which we are now to • 
fpeak of. 

The news of the rout of the ChriAfan army be- 
ing brousht to pop^ Innocent IV. who was then * 
in the chair of St. Peter, that pontiff, to engage 
the Chridians of the weft to fend a new fuccour to 
the Holy Land, called a general council at Lyons^ . 
which was opened on the eve of St Peter and St. . 
Paul. Galeran, bifhop of Berytus, who brought 
over the account of the victory of the Corafmin^, 
prefented to the fathers of the council a letter,., 
written by the- patriarch of Jerufalem, and the bi- 
fhops of Paleftine, to all the prelates of France and 
England^ and containing a relation of that difmal 
event which was drawn up almoft in thefe terms. 

♦* The Tartars, after deftroying Perfia, turned • 
** their arms againft the Coraimins, and drove them 
5^- out of their country Thefe barbarians, hav- 
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** ing no fettled abode, made application to feveral 
** Sarazen princes, to grant them fomc country lo 
** dwell in, but in vain ; for they are a people of 
" fo cruel a difpofition, that thofe who come the 
♦* nearefl tp them in that refpe£l, rcfufcd to give 
*• them any fheh?r. The fultan of Egypt was the 
•' only perfou that aftcd otherways ; he invited 
" them into Paleftiney and promifed the affiflance 
** of his forces to maintain them there. They enier- 
** ed the country with 'a vaft army, compofed al- 
** mod: entirely of horfe, bringing their wives and 
** children along with them. Their incuriion was 
*' fo fudden, that nobody could either forefce or 
** oppofe it ; and they ravaged, without oppofiti- 
** on, all the country, from Thoron of the knights 
*' to Gaza or Gazer. 

** In fo furprifing an invafioo, there was no o- 
*' ther expedient but to fet one barbariai^ agaio/l 
*' another ; and, by the concurring fentiments of 
** the templars, hofpitallcrs, Teutonics, and gen- 
*• try of the country, it was refolvcd to demand 
'* fuccour of the fultans of Damalcus and la Cha- 
*' melle, our allies, and (worn enemies to the Co- 
*« rafmins. But as this fticcour was both remote 
" and unc^rtaini the danger prefling, and Jerufa- 
** leni without walls s^nd fortifications, about fix 
•' ihoufand inhabitants went to feek. for refuge in 
** other chriflian towns, and only a fmall number 
** of Chnftians were left in the capital. 

•' Such as quilted Jerufalem, took the road of 
^' ihc mountains, where they thought themfeJvcs 
•' fafcft, becaufc the Mahometans who inhabited 
*« there were fubjeils of the fultan ot Carac, with 
*• whom we were in truce. But thefe mountaineers 
«« violating the faith of the treaty, fell upon thefe 
♦* refugees, killed part of them, took and fold o- 
•* ihers, even the nuns ; and thole who got down 
** into the plains were maflacred by the Corafmins; 
<< fo that i'carce three hundred were left out of all 

^ that 
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** that number of people. At laft the Corafmina 
*^ forced their way into the holy city. The few 
** Chrifttans that were left there^ women, chil- 
" dr.en, and old men, ^having taiken refuge in the 
*' church of the Holy iepulchre, thofe barbarians 
'^ butchered them all in that holy place ; and, cut- 
'* ing oflF the heads of the prieAs> who were then 
*' officiating, they laid one to another. Let us 
** fhed here the blood of Chriftians, in the very 
'' place where they offer up wine to their God, 
** who they fay was hanged here. They after* 
*' wards pulled off all (he ornaments from the ho- 
** ly fepulchre, j>rofan€d the church of Calvary, 
** rummaged the tombs of the kings of Jerufalcm, 
^* difturbing the aflies of the dead, and fcattering 
** their reriiairis abroad*. The churches of mount 
•* Sipn, the temple and the vale of Jehoibphar, 
** where the bit fled virgin's fepulchre is to be fcen, 
^* where no better treated. In the church of Bcth- 
'* lehemi they committed abominations too horrible 
** td be related, carrying their impiety to a much 
'* more autragious height than ever the Sarazens 
*' did, who alwas paid fome regard to the holy 
^* placcF^ 

'* The military knights, and the barons of the 
" country, in conjunftion with the fuccours fent 
*' them by the fultans their allies, advanced direA* 
^' ly again fl the barbarians, marching along the 
" fea coaft, and came up with them near Gazar 
** or Gaza. They joined battle on the eve of St. 
'' Luke. The Sarazens that were in our army 
** took to their heels ; fo that the ChrKlians, be- 
** ing left alone to oppofe both the Corafmins and 
*^ Babylonians, were borne down by the multitude 
" of their eiiemics. Out of the three military or- 
** ders, there were faved but thirty three templars, 
V twenty-fix . holpiialiers, and -three Teutonic 

* Matt^ Pari?,. ad« aan. 134^ 

[^ knights. 
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** knights. Moft of the nobility and gentry of ihe 
** country cither perifhed in the battle, or wcrd 
*' taken prtfoners. 

•• In this extremity, W€ have implored fuccours 
** from the king of Cyprus, and the prince of An- 
** tioch $ but we know not what they can do for 
** usy or what we are to cxpeA from them; and 
** great as our lofs hak been, we are fiill apprchen 
'* five of greater to come. The hofpitallers are 
** befieged by the Sarazens in the caftle of Afca*! 
^* Ion i the Holy Land is left deftitute of all hu- 
** man fuccour ; the Corafmins are encamped in 
'* the plain, two miles from Acre ; from whence 
^ they ravage the whole country^ as far as Naza- 
** rcth ; fo that if we have no relief fent us by the 
^* month of May, the Holy Land is infallibly lofl, 
•* and wc (hall be forced into fomc caftles which 
** are ftill left us, and which the hofpitallers aod 
'* templars have undertaken to defend." 

The reading of this letter drew tears from the 
whole affnubly 1 he fathers of the council or- 
dered the crufade to be preached up through all 
ChriAendom ; and that fuch as had already put on 
the crofs, or ihould put it on afterwards, fhouid 
afltmble in a place to be agreed on, to receive the 
pope's bleffing ; that there ihould be a truce for 
four years between all ChriAian princes : that dur- 
ing all that time thete ihould be no turnaments, 
uor feafls, nor public rejoicings ; that the faithful 
(hould be exhorted ro contribute out of their for- 
tunes and eilates, for carrying on To righteous an 
expedition, and that eccjefia (ticks ihould pay the 
twentieth or their revenues, and cardinals the 
tenths, for three years lucrefiively. « 

Several princes, and a great number of the nobi- 
Iky, cipecially of the kingdom of France, put on 
the crols. But none did it with fo much zeal, 
courage, and devotion, as Louis IX, king of 
France, known iince by the ofame of 2>t« Louis. 

The 
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The pope founded his greaceft hopes upon that 
prince. ** Our iSaviour (fays the pontiff, in his 
*' letter to the nobility and gentry of the kingdom-) 
** feems, out of all the other princes of the world, to 
'* have chofen our dearei^ Ion, the king of France, 
" for the deliverance of the Holy Land, who, be- 
<' fides the virtues which diflinguilh him fo hi^hlj 
'* above other fovercigns, commands likewiie a 
** mighty and a warlike nation *." This prince 
did- not Hay for the pope's inflances and exhortati- 
ons to engage him to fuccour the Chriftians o^ the 
caft. As foon as he heard of the victory of the 
Corafmins, he refblved to go in perfon to the Ho- 
ly I and ; and, as he was obliged to wait till the 
affairs of his kingdom would permit him to take 
fuch a voyage, he fent them, in the mean time, 
large fupplies of troops and money, which he com- 
xnitted to the care and management of the hofpital- 
lers and templars. 

They had received orders in the weft, to fend 
into. Pale ftine the new knights, and fuch as were 
as yet probationers, with a body of fecular troops, 
and aU the motley depoiited in the chetl ot the 
priories; and the two grand mafters having re- 
cout& to God, to implore the blefling of heaven 
upon their arms, appointed extraordinary fafts, 
and continual prayers to be offered up throughout 
the order f. 

Thefe knights, befides the king of France's mo- 
ney, and that of the order, brought likcwifc^with 
themathoufandpounds, that Richard :|:eai*iof Corn- 

* Vt ahflergerentur lacrymae a maxUlh malris noftiae eccieGse de* 
ploralftis tiiios ;UOS nuper trucidatos, liominus rex Francorum, hofpi- 
talarii quoque ct tcmplarii milites neophitos, et manum armatam, 
cum thtfauru non modico, iJluc ad confolatlonem et auxilium ibi 
coixicnorantium fpftioaster tranfmiferunt. 

-f SiatudrOAt inter fe orationes et jejunia praeter follta fpedaliier 
pro liberatione Terrse Sandx facienda. Matt. Paris. 

X Comes Richiardus ex innata fib! magnificentia illuc in ri]c«.nrfum 
mille librot perJiornitalariQS tranfmifit. ' Idem ibid. 

wall 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



3^22 HISTORY OF THE 

wall dedicated to the defence of the holy places. 
The two grand maftsrs feot afterwards to the fukan 
of Egypt", CO demand a pafs for two of their knights, 
to be deputed to him on a particular negotiatloD. 
The defign of their embafiy, was to redeem out o{ 
the hands of the Sarazens^ the hofpitallers and tem- 
plars, that had been taken in the late battle, andde* 
iivertd up to them by the Corafmins. Formerly 
"both the orders had always^ looked upon chofe that 
furrendered prifoners of war as fo many dead men ; 
but now, at fuch a difmal junAure, the grand ma- 
fters did not think it proper to keep up to the feve- 
rity of this difcipline : and in hopes of receiving a 
new reinforcement from the(e prifoners, they fent 
away deputies with a large fum of money, to pro- 
cure their ranfom. The pafs neccffary for their fc- 
curity being delivered, thefe commilQioners fet out 
and arrived at the iigyptian Babylon, or at Gnnd 
Cairo, places which, by reafon 6t their neighbout- 
hood, are very often confounded by hiftorians. 
Thefe two knights, to fmoothe the way for fo ex- 
traordinary a uegotiation, diftributed ieveral fums 
among the minivers and favourites of the fultan. 
The perfon then poflefled of that dignity waa Sa- 
lech, the fon oF CameU the eldeft of Saff:.din's 
children, a very politic prince, and formidable to 
his neighbours. Ic is to this prince, that the infti- 
tution of that body of troops called Mamalucjcs 
is afcribed. They were fo named from an Arabic 
word, which iignifies a flave that is ibid, becaufc 
they were children carried off by the Tartars m 
their excurfions, and bought of them by Salech. 
Of thefe he formed a regiment, out^of which he 
took his principal officers, and they became at laft 
fo powerful, that they appropriated to thcmlelves 
the right of chufing their fovereign. The deputies 
of the two military orders acquainted fultan Salech 
with the occafion of their einbafly, and propofcd 
entering into a negotiation for the raofoox and liber- 
ty 
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ty of their brethren. But the fultan, who had made 
a fecret and ftrifl: alliance wiih the emperor Frede- 
ric, and beiides knew very well how odious the 
knights of both orders were to him, ** God forbid, 
** (fays he to his minifters) that I Ihould treat with 
** fuch a perfidious fet of men, that would former- 
" \y have delivered up their emperor; and though 
" they call one another brethren and companions 
'* in arms, have yet, for five years paft, when ever 
** they met, fallen upon one another^ with more 
*^ rage and fury than they (hew againftthe enemies 
" of their law. Do not we know, (adds that prince) 
" what little ftrefs is to be laid on the words of the 
** templars^ and that they were the knights, who, 
" out of antipathy to the hofpitallers, violated the 
** truce which I had made with the king of Eng- 
** land's brother, whom the templars, by way of 
" contempt, called that little boy ? And yet, in 
** the late battle, wc faw ihcfc very templars, thofc 
* proud and arrogant natures, abandon themfeives 
** to a fhameful flight; and, what never happened 
** in their order before, he that bore bcaufean, or 
ftandard of the crofs, in contempt of his duty, 
'' and the rules of his inftitution, was the firft that 
** fled. But this is not the only point in which the 
templars and holpitallers have for a long time, 
" without any fcruple, broken the ftatutcs of their 
profeflion. Whence is it, for inftance, that thefe 
knights, who by their laws ought at moll to part 
with only their capuce, or their girdle, for theit 
ranfom, now offer us ftieh great fums, but to 
*' fortify themfelves by their number againft our 
power ? No, go and tell them, that fince the di* 
vine jufticc has delivered them into my hands, 
*^ they (hall never be fet at liberty as long as I live; 
and that, following the example of their predc- 
ceffors, I can make 00 diflference btwcen a knight 
that is a prifoner, and a knight dead upon the 
" fidd of battle." 
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.In vain did the fultan's miniders remonftrate ta 
him, that he would lofe, by this relolution, very 
coDllderable funis, which he might have for the U- 
l^erty of the knights. That infidel prince, who waf 
no {^ranger to the difi^crehces between the emperor 
and the pope« ,and knew to what a degree the 
knights were devoted to the holy fee, rejected with 
obflinacy and contempt ail the offers they could 
make him. The deputies were obliged to go back 
as they came, without being* able to perfuade the 
fuUan to any degree of comjpiiance ; but before their 
departure, complaining to that prince's minidersof 
the great expence they had been at to no purpofe 
in prefents, of which they had the benefit, thofe 
miniders, to make them in a manner ibme fort of 
amends, told them, as a fecret, that there was but 
one way to procure the prifoners their liberty, which 
was, by the emperor's defiring it of the fultan : from 
whence it is eafy to infer, fays Matthew Paris*, the 
ftrifl amiry there was between Frederick and ibc 
Mahometan prince. But as the deputies, on the 
other hand, were fenfible that the emperor was in 
war with the pope, and that their fuperiors could 
have no correfpondence with that prince, who was 
aftualiy under fentence of excommunication, they 
returned home with grief at leaving their brethren 
in captivity with the infidels. 

St. Louis, after he had made a rcfolution to 
march into the eaft, fpent two years in regulating 
all affairs within his kingdom, and in . fecuring it 
from abroad by a general peace with his neighbours. 
This prince, alter difcharging thofe fird and mod 
indifpenfable duties of a fovereign, went to Sr. 
Dennis^ on June 12th, A. D. 1248, aitendfed by 
Robert count of Artois, and Charles Duke of-An- 
jou, his brothers, and received there from Eudes de 
Chateauroux, the pope's legate, the orifiame, a fore 

• Ex cujas tenore colHgi poteft quanta Pimiliaritai Frcdericgm cu« 
^Itanis copula vit^ p. 69^. * 
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of ftandard like a banner, with the ahn^-, purfe, and 
the ftafF, accordi g to iheufual p:aCti(C of pilgrims. 
Alphotifus, count of Poitiers, the* kind's third 
brother, though he had pur ontheci-fs, Ihiid fomc 
time longer in France with queen Blahihe their 
mother, whom the king left regent or the kin uoni 
in his abfence. Louis embarked afcerwaids at 
Aiguemortes, a famous port at that lime, but now 
an inland town, four leagues from the fei, which 
is fincc retired to that difti^^cc. He let fail Auguft 
^8th, with a favourable wind, and ai rived happily 
in the road of Limiffo, in the ifland of Cyprus on 
September 17th, the fame year. He was icceived 
there by Henry de Lufignan king of the iflj, upDQ 
whom the pope, to be revenged on the emperor, 
and prince Conrad h',z fon, had lately conferred the 
title of king of Jeruialcm, under colour of the pre- 
tended rights of queen Alice his mother. _ 

The king of France, after refrefhing himfelf a 
few days, being impatient to iignalize hi^ zeal, pro- 
pofed to put to Tea, and fail for Egypt, hie was fe- 
conded in this motion by fome nobleman, who 
were concerned in the laft cruf^iJes, and rcprelen:- 
ed to him, that if he (laid longer in tiie iflc of Cy- 
prus, he' would expofe himiclf and his army to all 
the inconvcniencies of a c(;untry, where the water 
and air were equally dangerous to Grangers : where- 
as Egypt afforded at once proper conquefts to make, 
and every thing that was neceffary for life *. But 
the king could not follow his own inclination, by 
reafon that part of his army was not yet arrived ; 
befides the king of Cyprus offered to accompany 
him wirh all the gentry of the illmd, if he would 
allow* them the nrceffuy time to prepare for fuch 
an expedition : fo the term of their departure wms 
fixed for the fpring foUowiniT. 

The pious king employed his flay very ufcfully 
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in making upthedivifion, which a fpirit of jealoufy 
occafioned between the templars and the hofp'\tal- 
lers ; and he terminated at the fame time the differ- 
ences between Hayton, king of the Ltfler Armenia, 
and Bohemund V. prince of Ancioch and Tripoli. 
It was during the king's ftay in ihe ifle of Cyprus, 
that the grand mafttr of the temple, and the mar- 
fhal of the order of the hofpirallers, impatient to 
procure the difcharge of their knights, that were 
in the hands of the infidels, wrote to that prince to 
feci his pulfe, whether he was difpofed to enter in- 
to an accommcdaiion with the fultan of Egypt. 
The holy king, burning wMth zeal, rejected the pro- 
pofal with indignation, and forbade the grand ma- 
{[cr, on pain ot his dlfpleafure, ever to make him 
the like again. The grand maftcr's enemies gave 
cut, that there was a fecretcorrcfpondcnce between 
him and the infidel prince, and that for the clofcr 
cementing a friendlhip between them, they hud 
cauled thcmfelvcs to be blooded in the far^ie poren- 
gcr, as if the mixture of their blood would unite 
their hearts the more firmly to each other. We 
fhall not enter into a difcufli on of the truth of this 
laft taft, which does not appear very probable, e- 
fpecially after the rough manner in which the fultan 
had rejected the grand maftcr's ambaffadors. We 
{h.?Jl only obferve, after the Sire de Joinville, that 
in the treaties of peace and alliance, made at that 
time with the barbarians, they infifted. upon this ce- 
remony of being let blood together, mixing their 
blood with wine, and even of drinking it fo. This 
was praftifcd between Baldwin II. and a king of 
Comania, as the feignior de Toucy, an eye-wiinefs, 
affirmed to St. Louis ♦. But there is not the leaft 
])robability, that ihfe fultan, who had juft before rc- 
fufed to treat about the ranfom of the knights, 
fiiould prefcnily after make a new alliance with the 

• Joinvllk, p. 94. 
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grand mafter of the temple ; it is much more rea- 
ionable to think, that the military .orders, upon 
whom the burden of defending Pultftine lay conti- 
nually, would have been glad the truce had not been 
broken, nor a powerful enemy and neighbour pro- 
voked, under pretence of a new ciulAde, which, 
like moft of the reft, after fome flight efforts, would 
abandon the caft, return into France, and leave the 
whole weight of the war to be fuliained by the 
knights, and the poor remnant of Latin Chriftians 
that dwelt in Paleftine. 

The king paid very little regard to the rcprefen- 
tations of the grand mafter; fo that after eight 
months ftay in the idi: of Cvprus, he embarked 
with the queen his wife, the countefs- of Anjou, 
the king of Cyprus, prince Robert, and Charles 
his brothers, the legate, and all the perfons of qu'a- 
lity, on Trinity Sunday, A. D. 1249; all the. fleet 
fct fail, and on the flxth dny arrived before Dami- 
at>. The two grand m:\fters repaired thither af- 
terwards, with the choice ft of their knights. Louis 
found the bank lined with the fultan's troops, 
which pretended to oppofe his landing ; but that: 
prince, tranfported with eeal and courage, threw 
himfelf firft into the waler fword in hand, and 
being followed by his nobles and gentry, charged 
the infidels, and put them to flight. The fugitives 
carried terror and confternation with them into the 
city; and though that place was reckoned uhc 
ftroDgeft irr all Egypt, yet the gariifon abandoned 
it, and th€ inhabitants, loading thcmfelves with, 
their moft valuable cffcdts, ftole out by night, after 
ficft felting fire to the city, and fled for refuge into 
the liighcr Egypt. It was not long before they 
had an account of this general defcrti. n : two flavts 
of the infidels gave them notice about eight o'clock 
in the morning, that the city was abandoned. The 
king, after taking the neceflary precautions to be 
aflTured of the truth of fo furprifing an event, made 
E e 2 his 
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his entry into the place, at the head of his troops; 
the legate purified the p'incipal mofque, where Tc 
Deum was afterwards Tung with great fblemnity. 
The queen, the legate, the patriarch, and the bi- 
fliops, fixed their abode in this city, and the king, 
fearing the confcquenccs of the Nile's inundation, 
and iiiibudled by the misfortunes which the legate 
Pchgius's obrtinacy h^d brought upon the army of 
John de Brienne, and the troops of the crufade, 
rclolved to pa!s the reft of the fummer there, the 
cxctflive heats of that feafon not allowing an army 
in that country to keep the field. 

Alphonfus count of Poitiers, the king's brother, 
whom that prince had left in France, embarked the 
26th day of Auguft with the princefs Jane his wife, 
only daughter of Raimond count of I'holoufe, and 
they arrived two months after at Damiata. The 
count of Poitiers landed with a ftrong reinforce- 
ment, called by Joinville the arriere-ban of France*, 
the arrival of which augmented the king's fcal and 
courage. That prince faw himfelf at the head of 
a mighty army, fuftained by the two military orders, 
%vho knew the country, and the method of making 
war among the infidels ; the fea was open, the 
mouth of the Nile free for the receiving of new 
fuccours, and terror and conftemation feemed to 
have fcizcd the en^my. 

'i'he only point was to determine, whether they 
fliould go and attack them in Alexandria, or in 
Qrand Cairo itfclf. Peter dc Dreux, the old count 
of Bretagne, was of opinion, that they {hould turn 
their arms fiift againft Alcxmdria, the port where- 
of would be or great advantage for the fleet and 
convoys ; but the count of Artois declared himfelf 
for the (lege of Grand Cairo, out of a notion that 
the taking of the capital would be attended with 
the furrender of other places, whereas the reducing 

♦ J«!nvinf, p. 25. 
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of Alexandria would not, he fjid, exempt the ar« 
my from forming aherwaids the ficgc ot Cairo. 
This rcafon prevailed, or perhaps the obflinacy and 
haughtinefs with which that piince ufually main- 
tained his opinion *. Grand Cairo was about fifty 
leagues from Damiata, and about the mid way they 
were to pais by the town of Maflbure, where the 
infidels were intrenched on the banks of a branch • 
of the Nile, called the Thanis. 

The king marched from Damiata, at the head of 
his army on November 20th, and upon the road 
received advice of the fultan's death, occafioned by 
a gangrene in one of his legs. 13ut the common 
people, who will never allow that princes die like 
other men, or of ordinary deaths, reported, that 
he was poifoncd by a valet de chambre, bribed for 
that purpofe by the fultan of Damafcus, his enemy- - 
But be that as it will, the army marched on con- 
linuully, without meeting indetd any oppofition in 
their march, but ^withal witTiout finding any pro- 
vifions in the neighbourhoods The country was 
dclerted and abandoned ; a profound foliiude reign* 
ed on all fides, and there was no appearance of any 
enemy in the field. This tranquillity did not laft 
long; as the Chrifiians drew near to MaflToure, 
th^y were infefied day and night with fldrmiflies. 
Every day produced a new engagement, and they 
narrowly efcaped the treachery of fomc harazcns, 
who pretending to - be deferter>, had like to have 
furprized the teniplars f- Five hundred Egyptian 
horle, under lomc pretence or other, coming to 
fubmit themfclves to the king, that prince received 
ihcm, and having no millruft, left them together 
in a body : they nvarchcd too generally in the van, 
as knowing the country better than the weftern 
troops. The army, after a month's march, drew 

• Joinville, p. 27. 
f JoinvilJe, p. 35. 
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near the arm of the Nile, which is called Thanis, 
when thcfe traitors feeing a fquadron of the tem- 
plars farther advanced than the reft, drew their 
fcyiTiiters, and charged them fuddenly. But they 
had to do with warriors that were never frighted at 
the number of their enemies: the fquadron ftood 
iheir ground, the knights fought with their ulual 
valour, and gave time for therr coqirades to come 
up to their fuccour. The infidels were foon fur- 
rounded on all (ides; the traitors were cut in pieces, 
all died by the fword, except fuch as attempting to 
crofs the Thanis to join their army, were drowned 
in that canal. 

"I he king, forefcerng that the difficulty of the 
paflige might detain him a long while in that 
angle, which is formed by two arms of the Nile, 
took care to fortify his camp there. This precau- 
tion was neceflary, againft enemies who advanced 
every hour to attack ^m even in his intrcnchmcnts. 
As he had a large, deep, and unfordable channel, 
the king attempted to raife a baxik or caufeway, 
but the infidels continually interrupted his work by 
their wil Ifire, ^ hich burnt his machines *. At laft 
an Arabian, .» B.dourn, for the fum of five hun- 
dred belars of ^old, fhewed him a ford t» .^^°° 
which J he count of Anois defired leave of ihc 
king to pafs over firft ; and in order to obtain it, 
engaged, provided he had the templars and hofpi- 
iillcrs with him, to fecure the piffagc for the reft 
cf the army The king, fearing the young prince 
fiibuld truft too much to his courage, and ihrooigh 
an eager defire of glory, fhould engage htmfclf too 
far among he enemies, made him fwear upon the 
gofptls, thit he would attempt nothing, tilf the 
whole army ^vas p.iflcd ; and for the greater pre- 
caution, he ordered that the templars and hofpital* 

• Joii?il!e, p. 4?. 
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Icrs, when they were on the other fide, flioul^ 
lead the van, and be put at the head of all the 
troops that were to march under the count his 
brother's orders. 

That prince, at break of day, fct out for the ford, 
at the head of about one thoufand four hundred 
horfe, compofcd of the templars and hofpitallers, 
and two hundred linglifh knights, commanded by 
William Earl of Salifbury, who was come at their 
head to the fuccour of the Holy Land. All thefc 
troops following the Bedouin for their guide, thrcwr 
themfclvcs into the water with a refolute courage. 
The dcfceni was cafy, and the bottom firm and fo- 
Jid : but there was more difficulty in getting out at 
the place of landing, by reafon that the bank was 
fleep, and of a great heighth. The count of Ar* 
tois, with his troop, landed the firft in fpitc of three 
hundred horfe of the enemies that were minded to 
oppofe his paflage. He charged them at his land- 
ing, and as th<rre was no equality in the match, the 
Saiazcns, as foon as rhey faw him over, difbanded^ 
and ran galloping back to their camp. 

The count, forgetting the oath and the word he 
had givK;n the king his brother, purfued them 
fword in hand, though the two grand mailers cried 
out to him, that this flight was perhaps only a ufu- 
al Arat^gem of the oriental nations. But Robert, 
who liiicned to nothing but his courage, arrived as 
foon as the fugitives at the enemies camp, iur^^rizcd 
them, foictd their intrenchments, broke into tneir 
camp, and, in (pite of all the refinance that Facar« 
din, general of the Sarazens, who died in this a6li« 
on, could make, the infidels concluding, that the 
vhoic Chrifiian army had broke into their camp, 
fleti, iome ot them towards Cairo, whilft others 
threw themfelvts into Mafi^oure, and not judging it 
fafc ih^re, haflencd away to a greater dift.ncc, 
without daring to rally, till ihey thought themklves 
far enough not to be feen by tUe enemy. 

Nothing 
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Nothing could have been wanting to fo glorious 
and Turpi iziag a fuccefs, if the count hard known 

how to be faiisfied with it *. But the fight 
Feb. 8. of Maflbure, fet open and abandoned bch 

by the enemy, and mod of its inhabitants, 
was a fatal charm which prevailed over all the re- 
monftrances that William de Sonnac, grand mafttr 
of the templars, could make : he was abfolutdy 
refoWed to continue the purfuit. In vain did that 
old warrior reprefent to him, that he owed his vic- 
tory, and ihe defeat of the infidels, only to a pan- 
nic icrr(>r, and to their being perfuaded, that the 
whole Chrillian army had croffed the river, and 
was prefcnt in the adtion ; that he Hiould be care- 
ful not to undcctive them ; for as foon as they dif- 
covered the imali number of his troops, they would 
rally as ufual, return to the charge, and hem him 
in on all fides. The young prince, naturally haugh- 
ty,- and now more elated by this beginning of vie- 
tory, cried out in a paffion, ** We need no oikt 
** proofs, but this artful diicourfe, of the correfpon- 
" dence which they fay the templars hold with the 
** infidels ; here 1 plainly fee their treachery, and 
** the fcditious tempcir of the hofpUallers. It is 
•* not without reaion that we have io long been 
•* told, that they alone, to make themfelves always 
*' neceflary, and to drain the weft of its money, 
** binder the war from being brought to an end: 
«< this is the true caufe of the lols of fo many 
*« princes and lords that have engaged in the cru* 
** fades t» whom they have either poifoned, or fuf- 
** fered to peri(h io battle, for fear of feeing them- 
** felves fubjcdt to the dominion of the wertcrn 
*' princes: and who is there that can be a ftr^ngcr 
«« to the difficulty which the emperor Frederic had 
«f to tfcape thcif fnares and ambuihes | V[ 



• Matt. Paris ad ?.an. I25«. 

f V de chron. Kai.gie 4d an. ia49* 
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The two grand mafters, and the knights in ge- 
neral, enraged at thcfe reproaches, replied, *' How! 
** great pnnce, do you think that we have abau- 
** doncd our fortunes and our country, that wc 
*• have taken the religious habit in a llrange land, 
" and that we daily cxpofe our lives only to betray 
" the Chriftian church, and renounce our own 
** falvation ? Be aiTurcd, a thought fo unworthy of 
•' a Chriftian never entered into the mind of any 
** knighi *.'* The grand maftcr de Sonnac, tranf- 
ported with refentmenr, cried out to the flandard- 
bcarer of the order, *' Difplay your banner ; arms 
** and death muft this day decide our honcur and 
" our deftiny : we were invincible, added he, had 
** we continued united, but a fpirit of diviCon is 
*' going to be the dtftruftion of both." 

The Earl of ISalifbury was for inierpofing to 
bring them to temper, and directing his djfcourfc 
to the French prince, •* I believe, moll fcrene count, 
•* fays he to him, that you cannot err in following 
** the advice of fo holy a man, and one of fuch a 
** confummate knowledge in the an of war, as the 
** grand mafttr; and young perfonswill never fuf- 
" fcr any difhonour by depending on a man of his 
•* age and merit.'* But the Engliih lord was treat- 
ed with as much indignity as the grand mafter ; and 
the count of Artois anfwered this wife and rtalon- 
able difcourfe in a taunting manner. All this, cried 
the prince, (mells of the tail ; alluding to a cyrrent 
report at that time, that the Englifh, by wuy ol^ pu- 
nifhment for the murder of St. Thomas ot Canter- 
bury, had tails clapped to their backiide. *' Count 
Robert," replies the Englifli earl, with indignation, 
*• I'iPgo fuch a length of danger to day, that you 
** fhall not come near fo much as my hoifc's tail." 

* Ut (jand, comes generofe, habltum fufciperemus rcligionis ? Nun« 
^uid uc ecriefum Chtifl^i evertcremus, ei prouiiionibus inrendcntes 
animas noftias perderemuo? Abfii hoc a nobis, imo ab omni Chrif^i- 
aco. Matt, Paris, p. 790^ 

And, 
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And, upon faying thefc words, they all puftied for- 
ward immediately like madmen, without, following 
any orders or advice but what their paffion and 
rage fuggeftcd. They entered all into Maflbure, 
which they found open : fomc ftopped there to 
plunder, others advanced on, and endeavoured to 
come up with the Sarazens ; but thofe infidels 
were already rallied under one of their leaders, cal- 
led Bendocdar, a brave officer, equally a foldier 
and a general, who afterwards railed himfelf by 
his courage and capacity to the throne of his ma- 
ftcrt. This general, feeing the fmall number of 
the French, attacked them again, and put them to 
flight in his turn. The count of Ariois was o- 
bligf d to throw himfelf into Maflbure, and was im- 
mediately inverted there ; and, to prevent his efcape, 
Bendocdar, after Iccuring the gates, pofted a con- 
fiderable body of troops between the town and the 
Thanis, to prevent the king's advancing to thcfuc- 
cour of his brother. That young prince, whofe cou- 
rage had hurried him into danger, was attacked at the 
fame time by the regular troops, and by the inha- 
bitants of Mafl^ ure : the one engaged the French 
in the ftrects, and the others (howered down upon 
them flones, burning coals, boiling water, and ar- 
rows from the tops of the houfes ; fo that the 
count of Artois, the earl bf Salifbury, and moil ot 
the knights of both orders, pcriftied in that unfor- 
tunate a«Stion ; fcarce a man efcaped but the grand 
mafter of the temple, who, after lofing an eye, and 
being covered all over with wounds, made his way 
back to the chriftian army. The Sarazens took forae 
prifoncis, among which was the grand mafter of 
St. John. The king himfelf had no better fortune. 
After various aftions, wherein he loft abundance 
of men, the Ficnch, exceedingly weakened by dif- 
eafcs and want of provifions, were, in their retreat 
to Damiata, lurrounded, and overpowered by the 
prodigious numbers of the barbarians. The king 

of 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



KNIGHTS OF MALTA. 335 

of France, Alphonfus count of Poitiers, and 
Charles count of Anjoii, hib brothers, with all the 
iiobiliry, were taken prilbnt^rs. 

As I am not wriiing the hiftory of that prince, I 
do net think myfelf obliged to dwell upon the detail 
and circumftances of this dilmal event, whereby a 
king fo powerful, wife, and valiant, was cxpoftd as 
a fpcdlacle to all the world, and as a moft deplora- 
ble inftance of the misfortunes of mankind. He 
obtained his liberty from thefe barbarians, upon 
reftoring Damiata, and paying 800,000 befants for 
the ranfom of the prifoners, the grcateft part of 
which fum was advanced by the hofpitallers and 
templars *. 

His intention at leaving Egypt was to return im- 
mediately inJo France ; but the grand matters of 
the hofpitallers and templars made fo lively a rcpre- 
fentation to him of the mifcrablc condition of the 
"Holy Land, and of the danger it was in of falling 
tgain into the hands of the infidels, that he rcfol- 
ved to continue fame time in Sr. John d'Acre, in 
order to repair the fortifications of thofe other 
towns that the Chriftians were ft ill mafters of. 

During his ftay there, the prince of AffaiBns^ 
whom the French callthe ancient, or rather 
the feignior of the mountain, and whom we 1 251. 
have fpoken of before, fent two deputies to 
demand of him the prefcnts which that vile captain 
of banditti ufed to exa£t from princes, by way of 
tribute, for not affaffinating them, ** The empe- 
'' ror of Germany, (fays one of thefe envoys to 
*^ him), the king of Hungary, the fultan of Egypt, 
** and all other princes, have not failed to make 
" him this acknowledgement, knowing well that 
*' they fhould Jive no longer than our prince plea- 

* Poftquam pecuniae praetsnta^as qnantitatetn, qiiara mutoo rece- 
perat a templariU ct hofpitalariis, Juniienfibus eC Pifinis penitus re- 
acccptis cblioibus, pcrfolvifTct. Matt. Paris, p. 799, 
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'* ftd * : he gives you notice therefore, to fubmU 
*' like tliem to the fame curtom, or at leaft to pro- 
'* cure him a difcharge of the tribute which he pays 
•* to the grand mafters of the temple and hofpiial." 
They were afked, <ays Joinville, why they did not 
make away wiih the two grand mafttrs, who forced 
them to pay that tribute. •* If our lord, (replied 
** they), iliould caufc one of thcfc grand mafters to 
** be killed, there will foon be anorher as good in 
** his room, and therefore he will not expofe his 
** men to danger, where nothing is to be got by it.*' 
The king, difdatniug to give an anfwer to fuch bar- 
barians, ient them to the two grand mafters; and 
Peter de Villebridc, who underftood their language, 
and knew how to deal with thefe banditti, taking 
upon him to be the fpokcfman ; ** Your mafter, 
** (fays he to ihem), is very bold to offer fuch pro- 
*' pofals to a king of France ; if we had not a re- 
** fpedt for your character as envoys, wc would 
" have you thrown this moment into the fea ; get 
*' you gone, and tell the feignior of the mountain, 
<< that if he does not, in fifteen days time, fend the 
** king letters, to acknowledge and make facisfac- 
/' tion for his infolence, he will have the knights 
** of the two orders upon his back." 

The apprehenfion of their refentment made him 
afraid, who ufed to make the gcncraliiy of mo- 
narchs tremble : he Tent back within the fifteen days 
the fame deputies, who brought the king, in his 
name, a (hirt, to iignify that he would be attached 
to him as clofely as a (hirt fticks to a human body ; 
and they prefented him at the fame time a gold ring, 
in which the name of their mafter was engraved, 
which very probably he fent him as a proteftlbn. 

The Sire de Joinville, from whom 1 have taken 
this paftage, relates another, which is indeed much 
lefs coniiderable, and even infignificant enough, if 

• Joinville, p. 85, et86, 

2 any 
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any thing can be fo that is ufeful to give us a right 
notion of the difcipline of the ordsr in thofe an(;j- 
CQt times. That lord, in the life he has left us of 
St. Louis, writes, that whilil he attended upon the 
king in the town of Acre, fome French gentlemen 
and knights, who were come into the Holy Land 
under his banner, going not far from the town, to 
hunt antelops, a fort of wild goat common in that 
country, they were met by fome hofpitallers, and a 
difpute arifing about the game, they came 
to blows, and the French were fcverely 1251. 
handled. 

The lord of Joinville complained immediately to 
the grand mafter ; it was Wil- 
liam de Chateauneuf, whom we William de 
mentioned before, a Frenchman Chateauneuf. 
by nation, an old kniglit, a ri- 
gid obfcrver of the regular difcipline, who, after 
paffing through all the offices of the order, had 
lately fucceeded brother Peter de Villebride. Thi« 
new grand mafter, having examined into the affair, 
condemned his knights to eat in the rcfcftory on 
the ground upon their mantles, according to the 
cuftom and practice, fays Joinville, of the Holy 
Land,; and he adds, *' I was there prefent with the 
** knights, and we defired the mailer to make the 
-** brothers get up off their mantles^ which he rc- 
** fufed ; but at laft we forced him to it, for wc 
" feated ourfelves upon the ground by tbem, in or- 
"" dcr to eat with them ; but they wuuld not fuffer 
** it ; nay, thty were obliged to get up from us, 
** to go and cat with the other brothers at the ta- 
** bke, leaving us their mantles, probably by way of 
*' fail faftion and reparation." 

They kept a profound filcncc in the rcfcftorics 
of the order ; pious and edifying leffons fupplied 
the place of converlation ; and it was owing only to 
the inftances and remonftrances of brother Ram- 
bault, prior gi Hungary, that Pope Innoccut I/. 
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v-ho was then in the chair of St. Peter, pcrmiited 
fhe horpiisrlkrs of that nation to break filtDce in 
the rcftftory, whenever they were obliged to re- 
clIvc any fecular perfons, eminent for their birth or 
dignities. 

Such was the regular difciplrne of this order, « 
the time that St. Louis was iucnmened back into 
France, by the death of queen Blanche, his mo" 
iher, regent of the kingdom in his abfence. lliat 
rrince, after fortifying St. John d'Acre, rcboiWing 
Saide, Ctefare^, and Jaff^, and leaving a confider- 
able fuccour of troops and money in the 
J254. country, embarked on April 24th, 1254, 
fraught with the bltHings and prayeis of ail 
the people ; atrd, after having been fqoally the ad- 
miration of the Sarazens and of the Chrif^ians, for 
his valour in adtion, and an in?incib!c conftaMf 
under his n>isfortunfes. 

Whatever ex pence that holy king had been at, 
and whatever precautions he had taken to pm ihc 
few places left the Chriftians in the Holy Land into 
'a ftatc of defence, the pope, being juftly alarmed 
at his departure, recommended the prefervation 
thereof, in a pardcular manner, to the hofpiral- 
krs ; and, to engage them to it the more, he not 
only confirmed all the privileges granted by his prc- 
d«ctflbis to the order, but alio, under a notion of 
recompenfing the effential fervices tlxy were conti- 
nually doing to all Chriftcndom, he beflowed up- 
on them the monaftcry of mount Thabor, built 
upon that mountain in the manner of a fortrefs, 
with the caftle of Bethany, where queen Mclifenda, 
wife of king Fulk of Anjou, had formerly fo6nded 
a convent for nuns, who, after the lofs of Jcrula- 
lem,- had retired into Europe. 

If we confider the (itufttion of the places, and the 
neighbourhood of the Sar2zens, thefe grants were 
not fo much favours as engagements to frefti perik. 
The grand mailer, without any regard to the 'dan- 
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f^rous iituaiion of thofe places, put feveral detach- 
ments of his knights in^o them. He afterwards 
foi'tifieU the caftleof Crac, in the county of Tripori, 
which had for a confidsrablc time belonged to the 
ordec ; and as the grand mafter's only view was to 
rcpreft the inroads of the infidels, he put a hundred 
knights^ with fome troops in pay of the order, into 
the caftle of Afliir, which ferved as a frontier gar- 
rifon, in refpeft of the land^ which the Saraz^us 
ppfltfled in Paleftine. 

Cares fo becoming his dignity, and the valour 
^ ^Is knights, could not fail of the jufteft cncoaii- 
lims, if thefe knights and th^ teniplars had not at 
that time, in contempt of the duties of their profef- 
figta, and the laws of Chriftianity, turned ihcir 
arms againft one another. Their old animofities rf - 
viv«d ; whether flrpng or weak, they attacked one 
another wherc-ever they met. In fine^, thefe two 
bodies^ fci formidable to th? infidels, came ^o a n>»'t 
of battle and general engagement. The fortune of 
war proved nowife favourable to the templars ; not 
a man was taken prifoncr, but the holpit illers cut 
io pieces all that cane wirhin the reach of their 
ifwoidd : icarce, fays the ccclefiallicul hiftorian *, 
was thrre kU a templar to carry the news of theii* 
defeat to the reft of their order. ^ The remnant of 
the templars in the Holy Land, not finding theni- 
Iclves ftrong enough to revenge the dilgrace, fent a 
general fu nmons to their brethren in the weft; and, 
what U mod furprifing in thi» civil vvar, as it may 
be called, where matters were carried to fuch a 
height of .fury and n(idicious refentment, is, that, 
cxcepOn^thc frequent battles and encounters occ4- 
fign(-d by the jealoufy and miiunderftanding fo long 
Aibfifting between them, there was ftill kept up in 

• Concitante cnim hunanl generis hofte, imbatos muruo olio ex 
infan ftroiiiatione concepta animos, hofpitahrii taninm temoLrio- 
rum (Ira^ m ed.dcre, ut vix acctptz dad.s nuatius fupertflct. Rai.i. 
a^^n. 1259* n 61. 

F f 2 - their 
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thcT Boufcs the fame fpirit of charity to the poof 
and pilgrims, and the fame zeal for the defence of 
the ChriflUns of Paleftine. It were to have bcea 
wifticd their emulation had never taken another 
turn. 

The grand mafter dc Ghateaunenf 

1 260. died about thir time, artd upon his death 
Hugh de was fucceeded by brother Hugh de Re- 
K.EVEL. vel, of a noble family in Dauphiny^ 
upon which he reflcftcd a new luftrc by 
lis wife conduft in the governnient. Durmg the 
eighteen years that he was grand mafter, the order 
was put under a new regulation with regard to its 
temporalities. We have obfcrvcd, that aH the c- 
ilatcs of the order were managed by knights that 
were accountable for the profits, and, after taking 
what was ncctflary for their own fubfiftence, were 
obliged to remitthe reft to the Aj pre me houfe and 
treafury of the order. But as the expences of thtfe 
adminidrators often fwallowed up the whole in- 
come, and befides, the order^ to provide fupplies 
for the immenfe charge of a continual war, ftood 
in need of a fixed and certain revenue, they rcfol- 
\ed, in a general chapter htld at Cxfarea, upon a. 
rate of the fums which each houfe was to (end to 
the Holy Land, and pay into the treafury ; and be«> 
caufe, in the obediences and cotnmiiHbns given after* 
wards to the knights intrufted with this adminiftra« 
tion, they made afe of this exprefiion, ** We rc- 
•* commend thcfe eftates to you ;" Commenda^ 
xnus *, Sec, this particular admiuiflration of each 
houfe was ftilcd Commendataria ;, from whence 
came the name of commandery, and the iii]f of 
commander. 

yet this title was not then given for life ; it might 
be fuperfeded, and was fubdituted ind^adof that of 
preceptor, which had been made ufe of till that 
time. ^ 

• Pjiitafcon kiilr 1. 3* P. «*• 

o -I Thcfe 
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Thefe command ries were afterwards ranged un- 
der differ cnt' priories. The prior was obliged to 
o%'erlee them» and (end to the Holy Lapd, either in 
troops or money, the ordinary contiibutions of 
each comar^andery within his priory, which were 
ftiled Kcfponfions, and .might be raifed according 
to the occafions ot the order, and purfu^int to the 
reguliitions 4nd decrees of the general chapter. 

The chapt'-r then held at Csefarca, to inforcethis 
principle of not canyerting the revenues of the or- 
der to a private ufe ; a principle founded upon the 
VQw of poveny, to which all the knights had bound 
thcnifelvcs, forbade them to make wills, to appoint 
heirs, or bequeathe any legacies. By this (Lituic 
they were not i\) much- a^ allowed to leave by will 
jkny txtJiiQidinary gratification to their fervant , 
without the cxprefs con lent of the grand mailer. 
Such was the uilcipline of the order at that time, 
iJCCefEiry indeed, not only in regard to their vow of 
poverty, but likewife on account of the continual 
vars which the -order was engaged in againft the in- 
fidels. We are now going to enter upon times ftill 
more dilmal, wherein thefe militaiy triars continu- 
ed to give new proots of their ztal and valour. 

Beadocdaa*, who had To eminent a iliare in the 
defeat of Kobeit count of Artois, reigned at that 
time in Egypc : he was the fourth ot^ the Mama- 
lucks that had been raifed to the throne ; and he 
got poff flion of it by the death of Melech Elvahet, 
-whom he cauied to be aiTaffinated, under pretence 
that the iult<in would not break the truce which he 
had made with the Latin Chriftians of Paleltinc. 

Bendocdar being chofen to lucceed him by the 
Ma^yalucks, iignalized his acccflion to the 
Ciov^n by a bloody war which he made up- 1263. 
on .the Chriftians and particulaily upon 
ti^^^nights of the two orders *. The iultan of Ba- 

* Rain, ad ann, 1263. n. i, 1. 

F f 3 kyloD, 
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bylon, fays Pope Urban IV* writing to St. Lonls, 
is come, contrary to the faith of treaties, to encamp 
between mount Thabor and Nairn; and his troops, 
in hatred of the chriftian name, deflroy all with fire 
and (word up to the gates of Acre : he has demo- 
Ijfhcd the church of N.szarcth, and that of mount 
Thabor. His foldiers kill indifferently all that they 
meet, without diftin^ion of age or fex. The fate 
o£ fuch as die by 'the fword of the barbarians is now 
no longer to be lamented; there are no forts of tor- 
ments but they infl'dl them on their priioners/ to 
force them to change their religion. 

The fultan relblving to drive the Chriftians en- 
tirely out of Pale(!ine, hid ficge to the fortrcfs of 
Affur *, which bt longed to the order of the hofpi- 
tallers. It was one of the ftrongeft places in Palct 
tine, and the grand mafter, belTdes the garriibn, 
had put ninety knights into it. who were all killed 
one aff( r another in the Itvtral attacks; and 
1265. when the fultan at laft entered, ft was o\tr 
the c«)rprc of thefe intrepid knights who 
died on the breich, and, i;loiyingin their obcdicnre, 
received the enemy with plealure, and went joyful- 
ly to their d^ath. 

1 he templars met with no better treatment in 
the year following, nor did they (hew themfelvcs 
Icfs valiant aiul faithful to t'eir. religion. They 
were in pv ffJlion of another fortrefs caHed Sephet. 
Bendocdar bciiLgcrd it, and arter an < bflinate de- 
fence, the prior of the temple, who was governor 
of it, feeing all his woiks ruined was obliged to 
capitulate. It was ftipulated by the capitulation, 
that he fhi^uld be conveyed with his knights and 
the reft of his garrifon, which ftill made 6co«ien, 
to the neareft place belonging to the Chnilians. 
But the fultan, ^s foon as he faw himfdf mafter of 
Sephet, caufed them all to be difarmed, and allow- 

• 5ar.ut, L 3. par. X2. c, I. 

cd 
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ed them only till the next night to refolvc cither to 
die, br turn Mahomctars. I he prior of the tem- 
ple, who was a holy monk» afliiicd by two Fran- 
cifcans, employed that little time To well, and ex« 
hortfd his brethren and foldicrs with io much zeal 
and piety, to prefer a crown of martyrdom before 
a momentary life> diflionoured by a (hameful apo- 
ftafy, that they all the next day readily offered 
themftlves to the flaughter, rather than change 
their religion. The i'ultan, provoked at their firm- 
nefs, and at the conftancy of rhc prior of'thc tem- 
ple, afrer having tempted him in vain with the of- 
fers of riches and honours, ordered him to be flay- 
ed alive *, and, as if he was afraid he might fur- 
▼ivc fo horrible a torture, commanded his head to 
be chopped off. He tnflifted the fame torments on 
the two Francifcan friars that had fcrvcd as cha- 
plains in the place. ** By the death of fo many 
*• knights of both orders, (fays pope Qcraent IV. 
•* in one of his letters), the noble college of the 
** hofpitallers, and the illuftrious militia of the tem- 
*' pie, are almoft deHrovcd ; and not to infill on 
•* the lofs of thefe two fortrcfles, and o*^ the arms 
•* and equipages of the knights, how (hall we be 
** able.^tier this, to find gtntlcroen and perfons of 
** -quality enough to lupp'y the places ot fuch a^ 
•' have perifhed on ihefc two occafion V^ 

Though the contemporary hiltorians, from the 
time ot the twelfth century, g.4ve the li le of grand 
to the mader of the hofpitallers, as may be lecn ia 
this hiftory, yet thr popes, either in conformity to 
ancient ufage, or on account of their own fupieme 
dignity, never (poke of the fupcrior general in any- 
higher terms, than that of maftcrof the hofpital- 
lers of St. John. It was pope Clement IV. whom 

, • Poft ho& vero fratrcm Jacobum He Podio et ^atrem Jeremiam, 

?|uia ceteros in hdr firmavcrant> ei priocm tempUnoTUm excoriari 
ecerunt, deinde fuitig ri, poftremo ad locam caeterorum deduAi ca« 
pitc clefi ftiot, Sftiiut, ib. 
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vrc have jufl n&w mentioned, chat in aiho* 
1167. rough Icnic of th^e iervices of the holpital- 

Li :», gave chcir be<id the title of grand ous- 
ter, as may be ieeu in a brief af th<it pootiff', bear- 
ing date November i8th, A^. D. 12^7; aad this 
pope in another buU adds, * The brOiihers of the 
** hofpital of &. John of Jerulalem ought to be 
** reg««rded as ihc Maccabeeb cf ifae New Teii^anKnit, 
*• Thoie Doblc knigius have gcner* uily renouoad 
** the plcafures of the world; ajad abandoned their 
-** country, and efiaies, and fortunes, to take up 
'* the crols, and put ihcai<'tlve$ under the hanocr 
•* of Jcius Chrift J they ar« the iadrucnems wbich 
** tbe Savioui of mankind. luakes uic of daily 10 
** purge his church of the abominations of the in- 
** fidels, and they bravely cx^'Oic their lives 10 itc 
*.* greatcfl dangers, for the defence of pilgrioas and 
'* Chriftians.*' Thus does the pope rjLprtfs hia- 

felf in his bull, dated from Viterbo, Ofl^A^ 
1 269. fourth of the kalends 01 June, SLud la i^« 

fad year of his p^mtificdte. 

Biu how honourable foevei tbtie elogiums ard 

titles were the Holy Land, ai d ih.' orderi in pa'' 

ticular, pre&d and oytrwhcinitd in a i^anner by 

the tornaid^bJe power of ficndocdai, i\;OQd in need 

01 fomcthing more efFcdluai for li^eir 

March 7. fuccour than ban en praii s. The iul- 

1^:68. tan improving the coftllernaiion the 

C.iridians were in, had lardy redtk'ed 

April 15, JaiFa ; and fo me days after he took the 

Celtic of iieaurort. But the moft i<n- 

May 19. ' por.tant conqu^^ft that he made, v^9S 

that of the famous city of Antiocfa, 

which did not coft him fo much as the trouble and 

txpence ot a iiege. He became mii%r of it by 

the* treaion of the patriarch, o?hers, fay, by the 

cowardice of the inhabitants : they did not howe- 

vei meet with any better ircatmcut ; whether the 

fultaa delighted in bloody or wj^ aiinded to leiT^^Q 

die 
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fhc number of chriftian inhabitants in that great 
city, he put fevcntecn thoufand of ihcm to the 
fword, and carried off an hundrd thoufand into 
flavery. 

_Bendocdar after this turned his arms again(^ the 
fortrefs of Crac, which belonged to the order of 
St. John. The knights held out near two months, 
againft all the power of that prince, like their 
brethren that defended Aflur ; and, rejeding all 
rooiion of capitulation, they died upon the breach ; 
Dor did the fultan enter the place till the laft of 
thefe noble warriors were (lain. 

Such was the condition of the Holy 
Land, without a fovereign, without an 1270,^ 
army, without fuccour, without any re- 
fource in nature, but the military orders, who 
were overwhelmed by the prodigious armies of tht 
infidels. I would willingly draw a veil over thefc 
difmal paiTages, if the laws of hiftory did not ob* 
lige me to relate equally events of different natureS| 
and bad fucccfs as well as the good. 

Notwithftanding thefe continual wars, and a* 
xnidff the noife of arm«, the grand mafter, who 
was as intent on keeping up the regular diTcipline* 
as on the defence of the places entrufled to the va- 
lour of his knights, called and hdd no Itk than 
five general chapters, where he made feveral very 
ufeful regulations, and confirmed at the fame time 
the ancient ufages of the order ; among which we 
£nd, that, for the admiflion of a knight, it 'was 
nectffary that he. fhould be born in lawful wed- 
lock, and be deicendrd, both by the father and 
mother's fide, of noble families, noble by arms, ai 
well as name. 1 he fame condition was required 
Ukewife with regard to ihe nuns ot the order; and 
in one of thete chapter, the' caflellan of Empofla 
was empowered to admit and receive the pofTcffion 
of fuch ladies as gave proof of their being truly 
called^ auddeiired to be received, as well in the 

priory 
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priory of Six^nm^, »$ in the other ouiiQeries tbat 
ii:.pcnd^d on his cafleUuixy and priory. A deciec 
paiHd ill ch€ iacue chaptecs, and uftckr the graui 
malterlhip of de Revel, againft giving the babicu) 
any monk who had been proii^Slid in another ot- 
der. Id nne, by the regi^latioas there made, tkc 
hjfpitalJers could opt ehufe any ftraoge confefTurs 
ihai were nqi of the order, without an expr^fs p£^ 
miffion from the pri^r of the church ; the fopcriof 
of (heir chaplains, who a<fled as bilhop and ardioa- 
ry of the order, enjoying th^t authority in virtue 
of fome papal conceffions, and wearing the epiico* 
pal ornaments when he officiated. 

From thefe monaflic cares and regulaiions, the 
grand mailer pad^d to oth^cs of greatec ifopar- 
(atice, concerning the prererv4tion and defence of 
tbe Holy Laod ; ftnd> in coneert with the grand ma- 
tter of the templars, he madp a truce with ti^cfui- 
tan of Egypt, in hopes of improving that ceffatioa 
of arms to obtain fuccours from the weft, without 
which it was impoffible for. the. Latin Chriflians to 
maintain their ground any longer in Paleftioe. 

Both the grapd mafiers went thereupon into I- 
(aly, to folicit in a warmer and more efie^tual 
wanner. The advancement of The^ldc or Theo- 
bald, 4rcb-dcaco^ of liege, -to the throne of St. 
Peier, was the n^qiiye that determined them co 
lake that voyagj^. . The cardinal^, after fuSlring 
ihe holy iee to continue vacaqt for two years aod 
nine months, without coming to any rcfoluiioa a- 
bout the perfi n to bje a^pppinicd vifiblc head of dif 
fihwr^h, Agreed HI h^ in $ht choice of TheobalJ 
jwrch-deacon qif li^rg^, ot tfie notle hopfe of Vil- 
fiQtiti ; and his piety having carried him, at ibit 
>iaae, to the Holy La.nd, th^y fent him the inftru- 
|i)0nt o^ his ehftion thither. There could not have 
been a better vvitne/s of the extremity and real nc* 
ceffiticfs of the Chriftians in that country. Thi$ 
holy pop? wa^ deeply affected with them, and, be- 

for: 
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fore his departure, promifcd the grand mafters to uft 
^11 the authority whkh trod had thtn given him in 
the church, for the procuring them foccours. It 
is faid, that as he went <^n board the iliip that -wai 
lo carry him Into Italy, to confiVm his promife, he 
broke ou^ into this expi'effian of the one hunrfi'ed 
and thirty fixth pffthn ; '**. O Jcrtifalero, holy city, 
»« if I ever fo^i^et thee, let tnc be blotted out of the 
^* remcmbra'ncc of men,'* 

It wa« to ihi3 pontiff, who to6k the name of 
Oregoiy X. that the two grand mafters, "who fol- 
lowed ibon afrer him, Jvpplied themfelvcs upon their 
arrival in Italy. He had already prevented their 
inftances and remonftrances ; for, as foon as ever 
iie landed, ncgU'£l?ng all the compliments of the 
cardinals and courtiers, he employed himfclf in no- 
thing, for eight days together, but in findmg out 
expedients ahd means to fuccoar the Holy L:nd. 
He immediately fecured twelve gallies well manned, 
'df which Pifa, Genoa, and Marfeilks, and Venice, 
were to ffirnifh each of them three. To fopply the 
charge of the war, he borrowed twenty five thou- 
fand marks of filvcr, 6f Philip the Hardy, king df 
.France, Ton of St. Loins; the templars mortgaging 
to that prince all the lands which they pofftffed in 
bis domiHidns, for the payment of the money *. 

The two grand mafters arriving in Italy, heard, 
with great faiisfa£lloo, of the meafures which tHc 
Pope had already taken in favour of the Holy 
Land. However, after kiffing his feet, they rc- 
prefeotcd to him, that this fuccour might indeed 
put off, for fome time, the lots of the Jfcw places 
which the Chriftians had left ; but that there muft 
be a more con fide r able force, if he had any thoughts 
of driving the infidels entirely out of Palcftinc. 

J.'he pope gave into their views, and, after coh- 
fcrring with the cardinals oh this fubjeft, he called 

• Rainaldi ad an. 1274, n. 7 & S. r^^^^i^ 
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a general council at Lyons, as the fureft means of 
exciting the zeal of the faitMuI, and procuring a 
new crufade. This wc learn from a letter of thaf 
.pontiff to* Philip III. furoamed the Hardy, king of 
France. " During the ftay we made in the Ho\y 
'* Land, fays Gregory in his letter, we conferred 
" with the leaders of the Chriflian army, with the 
** templars and hofpitallers, and with the great 
** men of the country, about the means of prc- 
*^ venting its total ruin. We have difcourfed oa 
** the fame fubjc^ fince with our brethren the car- 
** dinals, and we find thar fome relief muft be fcnt 
*• away immediately in the gallic 8«^ill a more con- 
*' fiderable fuccour can be raifed, which we hope 
** to obtain by the meeting of a general coua- 
*' cil." 

This council was not held till A. D. 1274. The 
pope was prcfcnt there^ and it was opened 
1274. on May 2. He would have the two grand 
mafters appear alfo, to make a reprcfenia- 
tion in perfon of the deplorable condition of the 
Holy Land ; and if we may believe an old manu- 
fci ipt, intituled, The Ceremonial of the Cardinals, 
which is kept In the Vatican library, number 47341 
that pontiff afligned them an eminent place in the 
council, above all the ambaffadors, the peers of 
France, and other great lords that were come to 
this famous ailembly. 

\x is not my bufmeis to relate what pailt^d in the 
feveral fcffions of this council j I (hall only obfcrvc, 
that in the laft it was refolved, that the crufade 
ihoujd h^ preached up over all Chriftendom, and 
to furnifli the vaft expfnce that fuch an armament 
required, a confiderable tax was laid upon all cc- 
cleliaftical dignities and benefices, by way of tenths, 
payable in fix years. 

Philip king of Franc© had already put on the 

crofs. Hodolph, who, of a private count of Haps- 

burgh, had been a little before, clefted emperor of 

I Gcrmanyi 
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Germany, received the fame from the hands of ihc 
pope ; and Michael Palaeoloi^us, wl.o h .d I'mprizcd 
Conft*iminople in A. D. 1261, in order 10 be ac- 
knowledged emperor by the weftern princes, offer- 
ed to join his forces to thofc of rhe crulade, ano to 
put on the ciofs himlelF. But no body did it wiili 
' more zeal than Charles Duke of Anjv)u, brother to 
St. Lo"uis, and king of the two Sicilies, who laid 
claim to the kingdom of Jerutalcm, in virtue of a 
conveyance and ctffion made him in this very coun- 
cil, by Mary princeis of Antioch, daughter of I'o- 
liemund iV, and of the. princcf> Melcfinda, though 
Hugh III. king of Cyprus maintained, that tic 
crown of Jeruialem belonged to him, as dcfcended 
in a right line from Alice of Champagne, daugh- 
ter of Henry count of Champagne, aid Ifabe?, 
daughter of Amaury the third king ot Jcru akm. 
This prince was crowned king in the city ot Tyre ; 
and the king of Sicily on his fide, till he could go 
in perfon to the Holy Lard, to take poiTtffion of 
the poor remnant of that miferable kingdom, fcnc 
Roger de Sr. Severin thither as his lieurentint. The 
barons of the kingdom were divided between the 
- t5^ pretenders ; and the grand mafter of the tem- 
plars, at his return from the council, declared him- 
fclf tor the king of Sicily. Bat the grand mafltr 
dc Revel, and the knights of St. John, continued 
neuter, agreeable to iheir rule and the ftaiutes of 
the order, prottfting, that they were not allowed 
to take up arms againll any Chrirtian prince what- 
'cver. This conducSt, though tqually wife and equi- 
table, drew upon thern the reicntment of Charles 
of Anjou, who feizt^d all the cffefts and poffcfiions 
of the order in his dominions. 

Bendocdar would not have fiiilcd to inake His 

advantage of thefe fatal diffcnfions, which divided 

all the Latin Chriftians of Paleftine ; but he died 

about this time, of a wouLid^thai he received in a 

Vol. L G g battle; 
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baitic, whereiQ he was defeated by the fucceilbrs of 
Genchizcan. 

Hiftorians affign the year following for the death 

of the grand maAer Hugh de Revel, wbo 
1278. was worn out wih the cares and fatigues 

of government, and with the terrible 
apprchenfions of tbofe deplorable calatiuties which 
he forcfaw nuift: foon happen. Tbe knights,, af- 
fcmbling a chapter in their hou/e of 
Nicholas St. John d'Acre, chofe in his ftead 
LoRGUE. brother Nicholas Lorgue, a knight of 
a good natured and infinuating tem- 
per, who ufcd his utniofl: endeavours, during his 
aiminidration, to put an end to the divifions be- 
tween the knights of bis own order and thofe of 
the temple. 

Though the truce which the two grand mailers 
had made with Bendocdar, before tbeir departure 
for the weft, was ftill in force, a captain of Mekc- 
Sais, his fucceiTor, either by fecret orders fromtts 
matter, or out of a pillaging humour, made iocur- 
fions notwithftanding, and ravaged the country up 
to the gates of Margat, a fortrefs belonging to the 
kniqhts of St. John. 

The knights, furprized at this inroad in a time of 

tiucc, Tallied out of the place in good or- 
1278. der, attacked the pillagers, and cut the 

greateft part of them in pieces. The ful- 
tan, eager to have his revenge, Tent a ftronger par- 
ty, making a body of five thoufand men, into the 
neighbourhood of the place. The knights made a 
fecond fally ; but before they advanced againft the 
enemy, they left part of the garrifon near the gates 
of the ciry in ambuili, to fecurc their retreat, 
T'vicy then marched ftrcighi againft the enemy, and, 
after a flight fliirmifh, retired with all the appear- 
ance of fear, as if they had been dilmaycd at the 
fuperior numbers of the infidels. The Safazens, 
full of confidence and prcfumption on this occa- 

fion, 
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fion, prefled hard upon ihcm, the knights continu- 
ing to retire before them, till they had drawn them 
beyond the ambufcade ; then they made head* and 
charged them in front, whilft the troops that were 

• in ambuih came out, and, fetting up a great (hout, 
attacked the infidels in> the rear; who, being fur- 
prized, and marching moft of them without any 
order or precaution, as if it had been to a certain 
viftory, were foon broken and routed, after a very 
faint oppofition. The Sarazens fied for their lives : 
vaft numbers of them were killed, and feveral ta- 
ken prifoners, with the emir that commanded the 

•detachment. 

The fultan, nettled at this laft defeat, refolved to 
be revenged by the utter ruin and deftruftion of 
the fortrefs ; but important afBiirs detaining him in 
his own territories, he could not execute his defign 
till three yt»rs* after, when he inverted ihe place 

• with a formidable army* The grand mafter al- 
ways kept a large body of troops there. Melec- 
S<4ts tried at fir ft to take the place by fcalado. His 
fbldiers advanced with ladders to the walls, and at- 
tempted to mount to the top; but they found th« 
fame courage and oppofition in all places. The 
^icnights fuffered them to mount, only that they 

might have the greater fall. Stones, fireworks, 
boiling water, every thing was made ufe of on this - 
occafion ; and the fuhan, after lofing great numbers 
of his men, was forced to order the founding a 
retreat. . That prince found himfelf obliged to car* 
ry on his approaches in form. He opened trenches 
before it, and battered the walls with engines for 
throwing ftooes, and I'uch other machines as were 
in ufe ai that time ; but they advanced flawly : the 
knights were- continually making Tallies, and after 
clearing the trenches, carried terror oftentimes in- 
to the heart of the infidel's camp. They burnt all 
his chgines more than once, and would have forced 
the fultao to raife the fiege, had. they not been fur- 
G g 2 prized 
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prized by a fccrct enemy, againft which there ww 
no defence. 

Why ft MeLec-Safs was amufing them, as wc may 
fay, with falfe attacks, his troops were at work, 
day and night, in digging mines, which they car- 
ried on to the walls of the place, fo that they were 
fupported only by fome props of wood ; he then 
fuaimoned the governor and garrifon to furremler. 
They received the fummons with.railery, and afked 
the officer if his mafter thought himfeif obliged to 
make them fuch a compliment befare be raifed the 
ficge. But they were foon forced to change their 
note ; the officer told them, that the fortrefs was 
all undermined, and offered to carry them into the 
nj!ne, and fliew them, that the fuhan had nothing 
to do, but to fei Are to the props, and open him- 
feif a paiTage into the place. The Governor there- 
•upon lent two knights along with the officer, who 
were immediately convinced of the truth of his ac- 
count. There was no remedy but to treat, and 
give up the place ; and, as foon as the knights were 
marched out, the fultan caufed it to be razed, to 
deprive them of, all hopes of recovering it in a 
more favourable junfture. 

A certain hiftorian * tells us, that Tome German 
knights, that were concerned in defending 
1285. this place, to prefcryc the memory of it> 
built afterwards, in their own country, a 
fortrefs on the fame plan, calling it Mergathcim, 
which, a^ter the order^f 8t. John had enjoyed it 
for a long time, fell at laft into the hands of the 
Teutonic knights. 

The fultan, after the taking of Margat, feized 
on the caftle of Laodicea, and was preparing for 
the iiege of Tripoli, when he was made away by 
one of his principal emirs, called Melee, who took 
poffeffion of his throne, by the name of Melee- 

n 

* P nUleonl, 3. p. 85, 

Meflbr. 
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Meffjr. This new Sultan, after he had fettled his 
authority in Egypt, refuaied his predccellbr's defign 
of driving the Chriftians out of Paleftine, and laid 
iiciie to Tripoli, which he carried by ftorm, and 
•raziied/as Melcc-Sais had done Margat. He jnight 
have pufhcd his conquefts farther; but feaping to 
draw all the forces of the weft upon his back, by 
fomc new crufade, he made a truce with Henry II. 
King of Cypru3, who, after the dreadful cataftrophe • 
of the Sicilian vefpers, had^ notwithftanding Charies 
duke of Anjou king of Sicily's- claim, got himfelf 
acknowledged and crowned king of Jerufalem, and 
chafed the French prince^ lieutenant and troops 
out of Palcftine *. 

Such' was I he fltuation of affuh's in the Holy 
Liand; of all the places which Godfrey de Bouillon, ^ 
and his fucceffjrs, had conq'jered, there was poc 
one left but the city of St. John d'Acre. All the 
Oreek and Latin Chriftians, of difFcrtnt nations^ , 
took refuge there ; and that which fhould have 
been for its ftrength, occafioned the weaknefs of 
the place, by the divifions whirh rofe between the 
chiefs of thefe different bodies, who all pretended - 
to be independent on one another. - 

l^he grand mafter of the hofpitallcrs, <lecply af- 
fefted with the lol's of Margit, and the difmal pro- 
fpr£t of the utter ruin of Chriftianity in the Holy 
Land, wentinto the we^ during the truce, in hopes 
of procuring forae fuccours from thofe parts. He 
applied himfelf to pope Nicholas IV. wno was then » 
in the ch.iir of St. Peter, and repreiented to him, 
ill the moft moving tern?s, the extremity to which 
the Chriftians of Paleftine were reduced, and the 
wattt they were in of a powerful affiftance of troops 
and money. But all that he could obrain was about : 

♦ Ap*.1 Aeon urbem ne^laria? rex Cypri fcc't Te corona'-i in prae- 
judkiuna reg.s Siciliac, in rsgem Jetufalcm j ct qa^ id umpVarii, et 
fratres no:p;tAlcs ptrmifvirant, res eoium et bona per Apuliam ct ter- 
rain rcgni Siciiise ia manu regia c^piuntur, 

G 8 3 . ^ , 1500 ■' 
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1500 men. moft of them banditti and vagrants, 
without cither courage or difcipliae. The pope 
excused himfelf from furnJftiing, out of his own 
trcafury, the money ncccflary for their pay ; fe 
that all the fruit of the grand maftcr's voyage was 
only fomc marks of an empty compaffion, and let- 
ters of recommendation to fome Chriftian princes, 
which were n6t a jot more fcrviccable ; befides, the 
ill fuccefs of fo many crufadcs, in which had perilh- 
ci an infinite sumber of princes, noblemen, and 
people of the weil, had exceedingly cooled the zeal 
and ardour of the ChriAians. The grand mailer 
therefore could only bring back with him fomc 
troops levied in haOe, which the Venetians tranf- 
porrcd to the eaft on board their gallies. 

This w^eak reinforcement arriving at Acre, fcr- 
ved only to augment the troubles and drvifioni 
there. The grand maftcr, worn out with age, but 
flill more with grief, to fee no relburce left fortlic 
faving of that little ftatc. died foon after bis return, 
happy in this, that he left the world before hisor- 
deji left Paleftine, and was not witnefs of the lofsof 
the Holy Land. 

This grand mafter, during his government, and 
by advice of the council of the order, liiade fevcral 
very ufcful regulations. It was he that prercribed 
the taihion of the feal of the grand maftcrs, and 
that ot the trca/ury or council. To him likewilc is 
afcribcd an aniclc in the ftatutes, which forbids the 
knights (o come with arms into the chapter, or in- 
to ^he place where the grand mafter is to be cho- 
fen : and in the eighteenth title, there is a cauloguc 
which the grand mafter publifticd before he died, 
of the faults and crimen punifhable with degr^da- 
tion trom the order. ^ * 

J The chapter, upon his death, chofc 

V IT I V ^^^ their grand mafter brotner John 
128 ' ^^ Viliiers of the language of France. 
^* It was during his ntaftcrfliip, th^it 

fomc 
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fome chri(lian foldicrs of the gairifon of Acre 
occafiohed the breaking of the truce. We have 
obfcrvcd, that they were moft of them ban- 
ditti, and fellows picked up in different places, that 
had Hded purely out of idlenefs and libertinifm, but 
wanted both courage and difcipline ; and, as they 
received no regular pay, they went often out of the 
town in parties, roved over the country, and roh,- 
bcd both Chriftians and infidels without didin^jon: 
they had lately, in breach of the truce, plundered 
ibrne open towns of the Sarazens *• The fultan 
fent to demand fatisfa^tion for the outrages of thofe 
who commanded in the place, but there was no 
governor in chief there at that time : the city was 
filled with Cypriots, Venetians, Genoefc, Pjlans^ 
Florentines, Engliih, Sicilians, hofphallcrS) tem- 
plars, and Teutonics, all independent on one ano- 
ther ; each nation took up a different quarter of 
the city, where they were cantoned wiihout any 
Xubordination. The legate ^d the patriarch with 
the clergy were alio intienched in a particular place : 
all this formed a con&lerable body ot inhabicancSy 
capable enough of defending the place^ had they 
been united.. . , . 

But the jcaloufy between fo many different na^ 
tions, and the private intcreiis of tneir 
chiefs, rendered them fuipcAcd and odious 1290* 
to one another j and inl^ead of joining to< 
gether for the common good, if one nation propo- 
icd an opinion, ir was enough to make another re- 
jed it. Ihcy often came to blows, fighting it out, 
with one another ; and this miserable city contain- 
ed its woi(^ enemies within its own walls; luch par- 
ticularly were a great nuniber ot the ioldicrs ot the 

• Milie quingenti (I'pendiaui in Teriap SaDAx-rubfiJ.um a papa 
N c< lao m:fli contra v<.tuntatcm ci< ivm, itmp,. ci .ro:pi(ali8 militia 
aim. ti de Acoji extuntcs titbas um f( Idano initas ir'umium, et 
▼rrus caMia et Saa<rnirum cpiea iicurfantes, abfqje in.icri< relit 
Saiatenoi Ut'iufque fcxii qu.s reprriunt, occideiunt, qui pacific e fub 
trebis initis quiclc^rc fe crcdcbant, I^angis liB^, 

ganifon^ 
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garrifon, and moft of its inhabitants, being a crew 
blackened ^'ith the moft horrid crimes- Murders, 
affiffinations, and poifonings, paffed unpuni(bed-, 
the criminals found always a Aire afyfum in the 
other quarters of the city, whe»c they had not com- 
mitted their villanies. The corruption of manners 
was almoft general in all conditions, not excepting 
even thofc whofc profeffian obliged them to the 
ftriftrft continency. They gloried in vice, difguifing 
it under the name of human frailty, and there want- 
ed not men impudent enough publicly to avow that 
abominable fin which gives horror to nature ; fo 
that of all the people, whether Ch rift ians»or Maho- 
metans, that dwelt in Palcftiiie, the inhabitants of 
St. John d' Acre pafled for the moft profligate. Wc 
muft not therefore be aftonifhed, if this confufeJ 
multitude of murderers, debauchees, and banditti, 
refufed to give thefulian fat-i.-fa£lion, upon the com- 
plaints that he made, as the beads of the vhrtc mi- 
litary orders propofed. The infidels, upon this re* 
fufal, declared \var agiinft men that were without 
a head, without an army, without forces, and f)ad 
no other view in taking arms, but to find impunity 
for their part crimes, and opportunities of being able 
to commit new ones. 

The fultan, being well informed of the divifions 
that reigntd in ncre, levied a mighty army to form 
the fiegcof the place, and drive the Latin Chriftians 
entirely out of ^yria, but this prince died on 
1291* the road. It is faid, that he was poifoned 
by an emir, lieutenant general of his army, 
who flattered himfelf with hopes of luccccding him 
on his death. Fhe prince had however life enough 
left to caule hi:ri tt) be apprehended, the villain 
was drawn and quartered by his orders, and the 
fulran, before he expired, conjured prirKC Calil 
hh Ton, not to inter his corpfe, till he was naaftcr 
o£ the city *, 

* Ckron, OuU. de Nancis, 

The 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



KNIGHTS OF MALTA. 357 

The army, upon hi death, proclaimed the young 
prince fultan, by the name of Mebec Seraf. He 
advanced immediately towards Acre, which he in- 
vcfted on April 5th, A. D. 1291^ his army is faid 
to have confifted of 160,000 foot, and 60,000 
horfe. 

The attacks were brifk and continual, and nei- 
ther night nor day did the infidels allow any reft to 
the beficged. They worked by Tapping, and car- 
ried on their mines, at the iame^ime that they bat- 
tered the walls with their engines for throwing 
ftones, and all other machines of war that were 
then in ufe. As the fea was open, and the Chrifti^- 
ans had a greater number of vtffels in the port^ 
moft of the inhabitants, efpeciallyof the richer iort, 
embarked with their wives, children, and bel> ef- 
fefts. Some fought »n afylum in the ifle of Cyprus, 
and the reft took refuge in the ports of Greece and 
lt*ly. There remained only in the place about 
1 2,eoo regular troops, compofcd chiefly of the hof« 
pitallers, templars. Teutonics, and Ibme fecular 
foldiers, that fought under the banners of the three 
orders. 

Henry. 11. king of Cyprus, who all this while ap- 
propriated to himfclf tht* title of king of Jerualem, 
landed in the port of Acre, at the head of 200 
horfe, and 500 foot *. This was but a weak rein- 
forcement againft the formidable power of the ful- 
tan ; and befides that chriftian prince was not very 
much in repute for his, courage. 80 the gariifon, 
which faw plainly they eould not hold out^ong with- 
out a commander that was ikilled in the art of war, 
clcftcd by common confent brother Peter de Beau- 
jeau, grand maftcr of the templars, a general of 
great experience, who had grown old in the com- 
mand of armies, to be governor of the place* Nc- 
cciEty of flatc, the truett interpreter of merit, made 

* Chronic, Kangii ad ann* 1290. 
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them offer the command to him, and it was done 
even with the coafcnt of the king of Cyprus him- 
felF, who, in a jundlure of (uch importance, and 
fo full of dinger^ was well contented to forget the 
title, which he had alway affected, of king of Je- 
ruialem. 

The fuhan tempted the grand mafter with offers 
of immenfe fums, to which the templar nciade no 
anfwer, but by iliewing a juft indignation at the 
fultan's fancying him capable of litlening to them. 
By his orders they made every day fallics^in which 
a vafl number of the infidels were deflroyed ; but 
notwithfl:anding this vigorous rcfiftance, the fultan, 
who did not . want loldiers, dill advanced his 
■works ; he undermined, and at laft threw down fe- 
veral towers, and amongft others that which they 
called the curftd tower, which was looked upon as 
the fortrefs of the city. The infidels advanced //»- 
mediately to the ftorm ; the king of Cyprus, ihaX 
was ported there, made head again ft them with his 
Cypriots ; a grear number of them fell in *thc ac- 
tion ; and the infidels would have carried the place, 
if the ni^ht coming on hard not put an end to the 
affault. 

The king of Cyprus, feeing that hjc fhould have 
the fame enemies, and in much greater numbers, 
to engage with the next day, defired the Teutonic 
-knights to take his .poft during the night, under 
pretence that his troops had need of reft after fo 
rough an attack, and promifcd that he would come 
in tht mdifriing at break of day to relieve them. 
But* upon q.itting' the breach, he went dire6bly- to 
the port, embarked on board his fhipj, and ^adc 
the beft of his way ro his iiland* 

The infiielsdid not fail the next morning tare- 
new he affiult ; the Mamnlucks, a refolute body 
of foides, mounted the breach, killed all that op- 
pofcd hem, overwhelmed the Teutonic knights 
with their vaft numbers, and penetrated imo the 
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very heart of the city. They ah'cady thought it 
their own, when, at the cries and noile both of the 
conquerors and the vanquifiied, the marfhal of the 
hofpitaHcrs of St. John, by the grajad mafter's or- 
dersj advanced at the head of a body.of his knights, 
and ' charged iheoi fo brifkly, that they gave 
ground ; great numbers were fldin in this forced 
retreat, and the hoipitallers puflied feveral of them 
down headlong from the top of the breach into the 
ditch. 

The fultan, who did not value the lofs of a few 
battalions, fent, the next day, a frefb detachment 
to renew the attack *. Never was there a more 
obfjtinate engagement ; the breach. was carried and 
recovered feveral times; night alone parted the 
combatants. The infidels, dilcou raged at fo brave 
a rcfiftance, turned all their efforts on that fide next 
the gate of St, Anthony ; there ihcy found the 
two grand mafi:crs, whofe prefence alone feemed to 
make their knights invincible. The fight continu«*' 
ed a long time with equal warmth and fury : the 
Mamalucks and kofpitallers engaged hand to hand, 
and feemed ef a general battle to have made fo ma- 
ny particular duels. No body appeared fenfible of 
danger ; every foldier would either conquer or die. 
But as the infidels were far more numerous than 
the Chriftians, there were at laft but few of thefe 
left for the defence of that poft ; and the marfhai 
of the hofpitallers, a knight of great valour, falling 
with feveral wounds that he received at the fame 
time, the grand mailer of the templati:^ add refined 
himfelf to the grand maAer of the hofpitalL<frs in 
thefe words : '* We can hold out no longer, (fays 
^^ he), and the city is loil if you do not fall imme-^ 
** diately upon the enemy's camp, and find means 
** to make a diverfion that may cool their warmth, 
*• and allow us time to fortify the poft we are de- 
*' fendiag." 

• Sanut, 1 3. Pi i2. 
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The grand mafter of the hofpitallcrs, taking with 
hWn fuch of hi» knights as were able to mount on 
horfe-back, parted that momcnr, and fallying out 
of a gate on the oppoiire fide to that of the attack, 
flattered himfelf with hopes of furprifing the ene- 
my's camp ; but they kept too good a'guard. The 
fultan, during the ailauh, had made ail his cavalry 
mount: the grand niader, who had not 500 horfc, 
was attacked immediately, and obliged^ to retire ; 
and, as he entered the town again, he received the 
mortifying news, that the grand mafter of the 
templars was jnft killed with a poifoncd arrow ; 
that moft of his templars were cut in pieces, and 
that the enemy was mafter of the xity, and putting 

all to lire and fword. As there was nothing 
1291. elfe to be done but, if poffible, to fave his 

troops, he turned towards the port> though 
all the while purfued by the infidels ; and, putting 
a' confidcrable number of crofs-bow men in'o fome 
4)arks, under fticher of the arrows, with which 
they were continually galling the fultan^s cavalry, 
be embarked, together with his holpitalicrs on 
board a carrack belonging to the order, and arri- 
ved fafe in the ifle of Cyprus. Three hundred tem- 
plars, that had elcapcd the fury of the infidels, en- 
deavouring to gain the port, were intercepted. 
Thefe gallant foldicrs of Jefus Chrift, having tried 
in vain to bi'eak through the innumerable croud of 
Egyptians that filled all the ftreets, threw thcmleives 
into the tower of the temple, rcfolving to be buried 
in its ruinr: feveral women belonging to the town, 
as wdl married as unmarried^ had already taken 
refuge chere. The templars barricado'd it irnme- 
diately, and held out for iome days *. The fultan 
caufed the tower to be undermined, and the temp- 
lars finding it was only fupported by props of wood, 
which they might fet fire to every moment, agreed 

• I.i«m Sanut, 1. 3. 
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to quit ir, on conJition ihey would leave them a- 
free pafTage to th* port, facilita c their cnibarkation, 
and prefervc the honour of the women. The ca- 
pitulation being figned, they opened the gates o£ 
ihe tower : but no fooncr Were the firft foldiers oi 
the enemy entered, than they offered violence .la 
the females. The templars, enraged at their bru-. 
talityand breach ot faith, laid hold on their (words, 
cut thole infolent creatures in pieces, (hut the gates, 
and, though their lofs was inevitable, yet they 
would never hear a word of capitulating. The in- 
fidelsy with fwords in one hand and ladders in the 
other, advanced to fcale the tower. The walls werct 
in an inftant covered >frith foldiers, endeavouring to 
mount, but being undermined^ as we have faid,. 
the props failed, and the tower funk with a terrible 
cra(h, burying the iniidels as well as templars in its^ 
ruins. The women (hut up in the tower had the 
fame fate, preferring an honourable death to the 
danger they would have run, if they had fallen in- 
to the hands of thefe barbarians, who were ftilL 
more odious to them for their brutality and debau*. 
chery, than they were for thch' cruelty.- - 

A whole convent of nuns, of the order of St. ^ 
. Clare, did not come (liort of them ia refolution. 
Thofe holy virgins disfigured themfelves after vari- / 
ous and different manners,, with more care than th& 
women of this age take to fet themfelves off witl^ 
unnatural colours. Some cut off their nofes; othcrs;^ 
made terrible fla(hc8 in their cheeks ; all of theia 
had their faces befmeared with blood ; and, in this ^ 
frightful condition, the infidels feeing no objefts 
but what gave them horror, maffacred them with- 
out vmcrcy, and, by their death, put thofe chadc 
fpouics of the Saviour of jfic worldout of the reach 
^ of their infolence. Above (ixty ihoufand perfons 
cither pcriflied in St. John d'Acrc, or were made 
Haves to the infidels. The fultan, to cut off all 
hopes from the wcltcrn Chriftians of ever making ^ 

y w»» JL H h another . 
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another fetilemsnt in that city, razed it to the 
groifncl, with Tyre, Sidon, and all the cities which 
he had taken along the coaft. The hofpitallers, 
templars, and Teutonics, that were left in fomc 
caflles belonging to them^ fting unable to make 
any defence againft fo formidable a power, aban- 
doned them, and embarked for Cyprus. It is fdid, 
that out of 500 templars, that behaved themfclvts 
io bravely in the defence of Acre, only ten efca- 
ped, who, getting into a bark, landed happily on 
the coaft of Cyprus. The Teutomc knights* find- 
ing fomc veflels, and not caring to ftay any longer 
. in tlte eaft, returned to Europe, and retired into 
Pruffia and Livonia, which thJeir order enjoyed in 
abfolute fovereignty. But the hofpitallers and the 
few templars' that were left, in hopes of being able, 
by the help of fomc crufade, to recover their foot- 
ing in the Holy Land,., would not qait the neigh- 
bourhood of it ; and till fomc new fuccour Qioim 
be brought from Europe, and the ktxights of iheir 
order could be got together, their deputies obtained 
from the king of Cyprus the town of LimiiTo *or a 
place of retreat, where they arrived.one after ano- 
ther, according as they, coukl cfcape the fufious 
purfuit of the Sarazens, 

It was a very moving fpeftacle indeed to fee theic 
brave knights come out of their veflels. all over 
wounds, with looks fuitable to their fortune, and 
infinitely afflifted at having furvived the uttcl: lols 
of the Holy Land. 




E»D aF VOtJSWE fTRST. 
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